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Salem, 5tk July, 1804,

Diar Sir,
Tuz Committee of Arrangements return you thanks for youg

truly «legant Oration, delivered yclterday in commemoration of American
Independence ; and requeft a copy of the fame for the prefs.
IVe arey, Dear Sir,
Your Friends, and
Humbie Servants,

jACOB CROWNINSHIELD, .

* EENRY PRINCE, Commitice
JOSEPH ROPES,

JOHN HATHORNE, junx. Arrargementse
JOSEPH WHITE, jun.

josern Story, Efy.
e O IO S e
Salem, Jub; 6, 1854,

GENTLEMEN, .
Your polite attention has my moft grateful return. If the
part which I had the honor to perferm, in commemoratien -{ our Jadepen-
Ire ave fatrfa@icn to my friends, I2m anply repad. 1 fubmit the
Oration 10 your difpofal; and ! iruft, that it wili not be confidered an un.
meaning spology to clziin the candor of criticifm for a compofition which
Las becn hailily written, under :he preflure of bufinefs and iil health.
I uh the highet refpel?,
I have the honor 1o ke,
Your friend and humbis fervant,
JOSEPH STORY.

Me].

Jacos CrowninsuiXLD,

Hexzy Princz, Committee
Joseen Rores, of
Joun Har uoun:._;un Arrangmen{.r

journ White, jun,
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| THE cclcbratxon of national

atchievements adds luftre to national character.
It cherithes the fpirit of emulation, and exalts
the ardor of Pa*noufm. It quickens into a¢tion
every latent principie, and imbues the foul with
thie deepet coloring of national fentiment..

Why has the Minftrel attuned his Iyre to the toxls
of antient heroifm ? His flowing eloquence,
his varied pathos, and his rich expreffion,
have entranced the atiention of ages, and drawn
tears of delight from the favage and the fage.
Greece has not alone fung the battles of her
warriors and the fplendor of her art. Rome
has not alone touched the fympathies, by un-
folding the epterprizes of her patriots. On the
banks of the Danube the voice of viftory has
{welled the feftivity of the Vandal ; and the
mufic of the chiefs of other times yet echoes
through the highlands of Caledonia. Tle tide
of gratitude has flowed from fire to fon ; and
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-a¢e {pirit enkindled by valor has defcendcz with
he memory of its gallant deeds.

f‘O

-

W hat mere auguft occafion could have con.
vened us together | Other nations have cele-
brated the birth of a hero, or the apotheofis of
a faint. We have anchler caufe for exultation...
the triumph of Liberty. This day our coun.
trv hasreached the twenty-ninth year of her fov-
creignty and indepepdence. It is werthy of the
dwmty of freemen to recor iw theirannals the
time of fuch admirable attainments. It is wor-
thy of generous enthufiafm to immortalize the
{pirit, which purchafed the invaluable inherit-
ance. Ifit were not due tothe honorable wounds
of our patriots, it were the prydence of civil
polity to embalm the narrative of events which
fixed the tluctuating defliny of ages, ard eftab-
lithed the rights of mankind on an xmpcr.fha-
ble bafis... Deep in dilgrace muft they be funk,
who behold, unmoved, the monumen,ts of their
fame (’-fc‘.) , ar_}l fuﬁfcu { ); rank weads of neg-
1<t to feed on the mouldering trophies of their
valor,  Such unalterable infamy %elongs not
t» human nature but in its Joweft degradation.

. . , Py

Sheuld the timie ever arrive when the folemn
snpeal, which this day once witnefied, inall he
viewed with 1adiference or-difdain...when the



{7 )

fublime declaration, that America was frce 2na
fovereign, fhall be deprecated as a paroxifm of
political madnefs...well may we weep over the
ruins of our country...well may we exclaim, m
the holinefs of claffic lamentation, Hic Trora
fusr. The forms of Liberty may remain, but
the f{pirit will be loft forever. The Ghoft of
its departed excellence may moan dnd wander
through our deferted capitol ; but it will be aa
unreal mockery, ¢‘without a-local habitation e
a name.”

Let no fear of {fuch prophetic evils fully the
pleafure of thisafl*mbly. The joy with which
we celebrate this natienal jubilee, is an earneft
of our future confiftency. It pronounces to our
fathers, that what their honor acquired, »ur in-
trepidity thall preferve ; what their blood pur-
chafed, our gratitude fhall redeem ; what their
wifdorn r:ared as the temple of liberty, we will
ornament and protect as the perfection of polit-
ical architeure.

The caufes which influenced, the principles,
which guided, and the fpirit,which executed the
exploit, prefent glorious examples of virtue and
perfeverance. They accomplifhed a change,
af once unexpected and perplexing to the «1b-
inets of Eurgope. They difplayed the nc- ¢!
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fpeQacle of a province thaking from its fest
the chains of foreign domination, and affumivg
the imperial purple ; of a nation, rifing in the
majefty of yauth, to encounter, confound, and
enervate the counfels and the arms of organized
‘authority. But this {pirit, thelc principles, and
thefe caufes were not of momentary impulfe.
'The experience of centuries had given them a
maturity, which norhmff could aavance, and
an energy, which nothing could refift. Perfe-
cution had ftimulated virtue ; and virtue fecu-
xed the triumph of valor,

Our anceftors were truly the fons of entes-
prize. Having fled from the tyranny of relig-
ious intolerance, they fought in the uncultured
wilds of America an afylum from oppreflion,
and a heritage for their children, Nurfed in an
adverfity the moft trying, at a time when the
rights of confcience were eftablithed by inquif-
itorial ediéts ; when religious apoftacy was de-
cided by trials more abfurd than Gethie ordeals ;
when heretical convictions were enforced at the
itake and the {caffold, with cruelties which
mightappal the heart of a Caligula, and arreft
the purpoie of a Suwarrow...nurfed in fuch an
adverfity, they knew the full vaiue of liberty,
and liberally paid for the purchafe. Thev ef-
tesined confcience more than life ; and unfet-
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tered poverty more than !uxurious dcpcnm'mc;
The pampered indulgence of floth was in their
view no equivalent for inglerious fervitude.
Tt was the bells and the trinkets of the African,
which amufe his fancy, while they found his
difgrace and fefter his finetvs. The land which
they explored was indeed no Canaan flowing
with milk and honey, to fceten the repofe of
wearied pilgrimage. The yell of the favage
fwept frightful on the blafts of night ; and the
day ftar fickened at the defolation of the pelti-
lence.  Whom the tomahawk faved from its
’furv the famine {mote with difeafe ; whom
the mercilels winter {fpared trom deftruction,
Tunk under the he&ic of {ummer. But a cour-
age, which like the principles which infpired
it, knew no ruler but heaven, added perfever-
ance to zeal, and fuccefs to perfeverance. The
intrepid cxiles gloried in their toils and fecured
the tranfporting triumph of Liberty.,  They ef-
tablithed rights, not on the prefcription of an-
tient ufage ; thcy efiabli h.c authoritics, not
erely o the chartered bounty of royal muni-

fcence; thev Clabiifhed a nation, not by the

rniual uinrpaticen of afpizing vafluls on fevdal
1' 100 1c°...‘>m Lhc\ cftabuiihed the whole on
the legitimate balis of pepular cenfent. N,
Fellow Citizens, we werenot ke the convi@ls
nf Borany Bay, (e piinted colonies of domef.

B
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tic humanity ; nor, like Ireland, the fraudulen?
conqueit of a craf‘y enemy. We were not,
like feudal Viliains, at*ached to the demefnes
of a Lord ; nor defcended, like an heirloom,

the heavy appe“_,iw of an ‘mpcnal Crown.
We grew by the {trength of native vigor ; we
rofe by the force of internal regularity, untofler-
ed by forcign fmiles and unaided by maternai
protection until we became an 2bjelt of jealous
ambiticn. Like the oak cf our own forefls
we were bern and nurtured in a {ky, which
never knew the blight of oppreflion, or the
engraftment of defpotifm.  The foil cultivated
by the lubor, ant the rights advocated by the
voice of cur fathers, were equally our a//odia]
and unincumbered inheritance. They mort-
gaged no fervices to prerogative, and they
claim=d no equity from regal juitice. Whar-

ever Britain named over our {overex'*nty Was
the mere right of power over infant weakne(s ;
the {ilent thou'Th 1rruﬁﬁxblc ties of a common
origin, a commor language, and a common
{ympathy. We {ubmitted o her encroach-
ments, becaufe we were unable to refift them ;
we wore her fonthine bands, becaufe we wznt-
el ﬁ;m ¢th to burlt them,

Thele circumftances oueit to be well re-
collected i order to afcertain the nature of cur
revoluticnary contelt 5 and vindicate it to thofe
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whohave not alcended to firtt principles. With-
cut thefe confiderations we might b umuﬁ];
branded with the ignominy of a rebellion
ageinft the falutary difcipline of parental au-
thority. Mifzrable indeed would be the {opi-
iftry, and worthy of the dificlute ceis of cailern
fervility.—The tics of the political co: 1p'i"t
have no ¢ ‘aiogy with natural affini The
remorfelefs parricide under every prefcﬂ 15 in-
dignantly banifhed from fociety.  But ths
opinica, that no infringement of naticnaj right,
no exercife of defpotic vengeance, no orpref-
i}ons’ of piundering cruelty, can juflify 2 re-
munciztion of foverei-nty, 1s teo ablurd, too

-+ » L od -1 L R4 . v L .I~
monitreus, too defiruftive, for the adoption cf

s2afrn or honpr.  The furious zz2l of an Em-
wreds who could murder Fer huftand, and the
Gicated 1onorance of a Pope, wh
:’:ﬁ“—;zti;-:s a world, wenld "
non of fuch atrecious dultrints. The ¢rofls

o2eltince of the Rzzis, and e mviiferiminate

-

appetite of tha Ecciefizitic, would Dy die
coicenaly poifon.  They might fwa
aogma of tranfubftantiat:

cut ,H win 1ro*n theoir Ci»nl'C'czlccs, that

s < . - . . . -
I'o th= honor of Britain 1ot it be ranember-
s / Bl ] . Al v - .- vz_‘ . s 1\... . ~ ,.: -  E A
'v:{, t} ' 'q }\;r C)lﬁ (Jsl‘ 9 t‘.l) (Z‘ ‘f}l“lc \tvldl)
never feriou e aJumod 2 the bails of hor do-
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mjnion over as. 't can be fourd only in the
Liack Icttered rubrics of monki‘h fo?iv, or the
debafing catechifms of modern policy, more
wicked in purpofe, than contemptible in cha-
ratter. 'To make way for the grand premul-
gation of 1t, confpiracics of pelitical demoral-
ization have been conjured up; prophefies of
impending ruin induftrioufly circulated, the
misthapen notions of a few fanatics organized
nto the principles of a new philofophy ; and
11 fine, the mangled {keleton of llluminatifm,
dug from the bowels of Germany, to fill up
the cauldron of forcery and brew the omiincus
witchcraft...But I paufe from the purfuit. The
doltrine of political infallibility 1s now quietly
buried in the fame g-ave with papal fuprema-
cv. Should any unholy charm raife it once
more to ** r:viﬁt the glympfes of thiz moon,”
we truft the genius of hb\.n) will excrcie the

end, and inv it forever in the Red &Ema of ob-

4

1ivion.

A

A hadi contury Las ocarly eiapied finee tne

'
piide of Briam, unveiled and undiiputed, firid
difcloied to our fainers, the extent i her aib:
traiy pretentions,  Le had Leen tae U":Cf‘ig—u :
cule of her cenititutional policy, contirmed by
the chiarter of one menarch ana ratified by pa:
Hanseniars wiidom on the abdication af ano-

1 TR T &

COr, thal o rLTat o Bevrorentititn Wah To-

“eon.
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extenftve with the right of taxaton...that iiie,
liberty, and property were controlavle oniy by
juries in the Courts of Law, or by pecrs in the:
Cour:s of Legiflation. This was the darling
oirthright of Englifhinen ; foitered with une-
qualled folicitude ; felt and inculcated with ea-
tholic enthufiafm. It was bought by heroes
worihy of the acquifition, and defcended to a
pofterity worthy to preferveit. It was the un-
alicnable privilege for which Hampden bled,
and Sidney fuffered on the Scaffold. If we
were the fubjeéts ot England, this right was
21fo our unqueftionable inheritance ; if we weie
not, we poflefled it from the bounty of nature.
Yct in defiance of all principle, in oppefition
to ail aufharity, fhe boldly advancegd the doc-
trine, which i ma)cc‘t cd us to the dcpendcn of 4
province, and the affumptions of 2 conaqueft.

The fpirit of America kindled at the infolent
pretenfions.  She was governed by a mild, but
infiexiole pohc; In tranquility, like the
Chriftian cnc.rxty pure, holy, gentle, eafy of
accels, without partiality and without hypoc:i-
{y. But roufed to indignation, like Herculcs,
(he rofe in the frefhened evcrgy of vouth, and
ftrangled the ferpents that ufurped hcx cradle.
To a mild petition for redrefs, an ambitious
miniftry returned an imperious, tho' ambiguous
aniwer,.toa modedt ftaterent of woongs, tuey
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replied with compulfatory edicts, poifea-? with
+ke bitterne{s of fircafm...to a defini>~¢ remon-
ftrance of reafon, they retortedd mena:'ng accu-
fations, which converted the bitterncis of far-
cafim into the luftfuineis ot vengeance. The
cnp of reconciliation was drained to its very
aregs...Our fathers faw that they muft fink in-
to the tamenefs of flavery, or affert the dignity
of freedom by “hie {word and the bayonet. The
habits, the fympathies, and the affeCtions of
life, forced on their minds the former alternative.
On one fidc they beheld a nation, gigantic in
power; abundant in revenue, and elate with re-
cent viciory ; with troops of hereditary valor,
gallant 1n enterprize, and fteady in difcipiine...
On the other fide they beheld 2 country divid-
cd in councils, diftralted by jealoufies, and li-
mitted 1n refource ; -undiff‘iplined for war, but
anufed tc {ubmifiion Thke fituation was
fraught wita perils. But life was the boon,
and they exclairned, with the generous Keman,
‘“ a day, an hour of virtuous l.ikerry, 1s worth
a wiole eternity of bondage.” T he aWaKen-
ing ardor eledtrized every heart ; and furmount-
cd CVC'y ooftacle.  The genius of our Country
waved his banness in protection ; and the 4th
ot July, 1776, witnefled the {olemn appea: o
the God of Armies, that Arerica would bs
iree, or perith in the effort.  Sublime Deter-
mination ! Gilorious Refolve: It will remain
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an eternal monument of honor to the Herers
who conceeived it...it wili remain a fplendid cx-
.ample to lateft pofterity of what a bandful of
brave men caneffect, when fupported by the
energy of independence. . The chara&er of hu-
: 1MaN pature never appreacnes fo near 1o qivinity,
as when firuggling to preferve toe rishts, and
accomplifh  the falvation of mankind.  Our
I‘athers rwrifed fuccefs, and they obtined it.
F “hey touziir: tney bled ; they triumphed.----
From the penloas enterprizes of an eight years’
war, they rofe to the full poffeflion of the beft

giits of heavep, civil and Iehglcus liberty.

Fain would I drop a veil over the cenduct of
‘Britain during this momentous conteft of the
{pirit of reafon againft thedpirit of domination.
Would it were poflible to blot her mercenary
crucliies from the annals of our hiftory.  But
they muft and will defcend to future ages the
difgraceful mementos cof civilized barbarity.
Let no one imagine that I think meanlv of the
Britith Chara&er. I honor a people, whafe
Conftirution has been for ages a {olitary inftanc:
ot turifprudence, founded on the acknowledge !
nghats of mun, I honor a people whofe muni-
Acence has patronized the arts, and given the
{ciences a hiberal refuge froin papal opprefizuns.
i honor a people who, in their laws and man-
nere. in their valorand enterprize, have difcova
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ered a pesfeverance and illumination, which
have tlended fpeculative wifdom with praQica:
grandeur. I wifh 1t were pofiible to honor the
humanity of their martial atchievements, or the
re@itude of their ambitions projeds.  Their
iuft for dominion has for centuries deluged the
plains of Furope with loed, and difgraced the
ocean with opprcﬁ:xc plunders. National jié-
tice has perifhed on the altar of pride, and even
the fandtity of religion been proftituted to the
fupport of minifterial crufades.

.

Moderation in refentment is not only the re-
finement of philofophy, but the dictate of na-
~ture. The polluted jealoufies of national rival.
ry bave too ofien tharpened the retaliations cof
zruelty, and ftimulated the fury of the paflions.
X he fatal projects of an Epwarp have unfor-
runately {zttled an hereditary tstred in the In-
habitants on either fide of the Englhifh chunnel,
which neither time, nor reafon, nor generofity
can {fubdue. But theugh asmen we cifdain to
confult the indignatica of accumulaccd wrongs ;
though as chriftians, we forgive the brutal re-
vcngc of cur c"oiutior‘arv foes, *¢ we muft re-
member {uch things were,”” an 1 pafs the whele-
{cme leflon to potierity.  Can we forget the
timme when, to glut this odious raffion, our ci-
des were wrapped in flames 7 our widows and
~oiildren impaled on the bayvons: o our wives and
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mothers cxpof»d to thc mercilefs ravither, or
loft in the fury of contending elements ?... Hap-
DY, thrice bappy had it been, if but one Cre-
usa had penﬂncd in the tempefts ! Can we for--
ver, that the tomahav.k and the fcalping knife
were not beneath the refcarch of martial poli-
cy ? that the Ind‘an warwhoop was the fignal
for the exccution of dceds, ‘¢ which freeze the
young blood and harrow up\fhc foul ?” Can
we forget, that prifon fhips; more {ure in their
purpofe though lefs rapid in their fatality, than
the black hole of Calcutta, were the loathfome
abodes of thoufands of our injured uncomplain-
ing countrymen, who lingered for months in
the agonies of cosrupted horror? Death had
been {weet to them ; but it came not to relieve
till emaciated peftilence had exhaufted every
feverity of torture. The affrighted Hudfon
** heard nightly plung’d beneath his fullen wave
the frequent corfe,” till his waters thickened
wiih the thining pollution. To this very hour
the thrieks cfthe unburied dead roll on thz blaft
of midnight, and accufe the ungrateful neglec
of theircountry. Can we forget thefe things?
No...We will forgive them ; but pofterity fhall
learn, that a civilized nation in an enlightened
age has not been athamed to reccrd her infamy
by {uch fanguinary ftratagems.

YWhile we meurn over thelc unferiunate vic-

C
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tims, whofe filent fortitude was denied its re-
ward in the death of honor; let it fix in our
b arts the mighty price of -our political falva-
ti.  Shades of departed heroes ! ye who fell
i the fury of the battle, and ye who perlfhcd
in the poifon of the prifon...ye have not died in
vain| Sweet is the voice of your fame....Thé
bleﬁings of nations have fwelled your requi-
ems...the laurels of glory thicken on your fe-
pulchxcs...tne gratitude of Liberty immortalizes
your memories. - Your chlldren' fhall triumph
in your deeds ; and by perpetuating the rights
which- you purchafed thall elevate the dxgmty
of your atchievements, and brighten the fplen-
dor of your reriown ! | |

Lefs grateful is the tafk to trace the hxﬁory
of later times, and mark the aberrations from

:evolutmmry prmcxple.,. ~ Deeply is1t to be re-
gretted that any can be found, who, fubfervient

to f'orﬂgn influence, or fubtle in infidious pur-
pofe, - depreciate the rights which they enjov,
and fain their anceftry by apoftacy and ingrat-
itude. After fiftcen years of the pureft civii
liberty, protected by a conflitution admirable in
defign, and beneficent in operation ; after fif-
teen years, in which commerce has guided to
our fhores the treafures of the eaft and weft, .
and the arts and fciences been cultivated with :
an enterprize unequalled in fuccefs, it would
feem hardly poffible that any could be found {o
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loft to_'humén dignity, as yoluntarily to re-
nounce thefe bleflings, and afk an afylum un«
der the dangercus protection of royalty. But
Americans are to learn that ambition, like Mef-
{alina, thinks no proﬂitutioﬁ‘ beneath its boaft,
and no corruption beneath 1ts communion. ----
Laffata, necdum fatiata, receffit ; wearied, but
never fatished, it retires for a moment only to
re-act its iniquities with renewed vigor. Ter-
ror and: perfecution after exhaufting Europe,
have been deftined. to crafs the Atlantic, and
roam from Altamaha to St. Croix. The rich
and the pewerful have been dazzled with the
magaificence of courts, and the bluthing enfigns
of nobility..: - The :prudent and the good have
been alarmed. with the dangers of experiments,
which feeming: to.{et every thing afloat, might
overwhelm them in their ptogrefs. The veil
of the temple of Liberty has been rent in twain,
and the very altars devoted to fanguinary accu-
fations.

On every fide Republican inftitutions have
been attacked. The quarrels and diffentions of
revolutionary zeal have been artfully fomented
and exaggerated. ,The order of defpotifm, a
bloated carcafe of um\cxldy dxfeafe calm only
from want ofhfc has been dreffed in the robcs
of an Ape«a,, hough like her, concealing i In
the ornaments of its bofom a poifoncd daggcr
it folds to corrupt, and embraces to defiroy....
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Thefe events are not here recited to awaken in-
dxgnanon or extenuate error ¢ théy are rccal]cd
to your minds m#rcly to thew that even inno-
cence and virtue may become tbe dc]uacd apol-
omﬁs of mto]crancc and crime.

Far be it from me to vmdxcatc--thc atrocities
which have fometimes difgraced the beft of
caufes. The accufations, the banithments, and
the favage perfidies which haye crimfoned the
Gallic annals, are deeply to be regretted by eve--
1y friend of humanity and reafon. - They have
left a flain on the altar of Liberty, which her
veftal worfhippers have {carcely wafhed away,
But let thofe who have added the torch to the
faggot, as well as confounded the principle with
the altion, let thoferefpond to their confciences
for the ucholy horrors,  Let them weigh a-
gainft revolutionary woes, the maffacres cf-
Charles, the Siberia ot Catharine, the crema-
tions of Mary, and bloody perfecutions of Phi-
lip. Let them decide it the oppreflions and
cruelties of ten cemuncq could be toc fiercely
retaliated.  Let them ‘decide 'if thefe accumu-
Jited wrongs cou1d be redreffed, but by the aw-
ful facrifice of the innocent with the gailty.---
Alas ! the beft caufe cannot decompou the cor-
rupt elements of ambition ; the woilt cannot
extinguith evcry glearn of virtuous glory.  Bat
<oubly guut} ‘are thofb, who, to Iubfelve the
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purpofes of party, wilfully confound accidensai
evils with neceflary refults ; and depreciate she
principles of freedom, by exampies drawn from
the violence of 2 moment.

“Why are the American' Peopie at this very
firoment arranged under adverie banners by the
vehemence of party ?  Why are names made
the railying points of divifieas, when there is
real harmony of fentiment ? We bcucvc in the
emphatic language of our Lllqﬁmus father; that
the great majority are, in a noble I.nfe, ‘‘a }i
federalifts, all republicans.”  But their charac-
ters and fentiments and friendthips have been
hazarded in the J,.opardy of words. Why are
the fplendor ani tianquillity of monzrchies
blazoned in all the pomp of eloquence ; and
the miferies and opprzflions and frauds of here-
ditary prerogative fergotten or concealed ?...
““What would offend the eyc in a good picture
the painter cafts difcreetly in the fhades.” Why
is the alarum bell forever ringing changes a-
gainft innovation, reform, and philofophy 2
Are the crude abortions of a few diftempered
brains to be affumed as the princinles of Legif-
lation?  Moderation and prudence thould
guide the hand of experiment with a controling
coolnefs ; but furely improvement is not forever
to be ftifled by the fear cf difafter....'Why are
proje&s darklj_r hinted which tend to diffolve
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the Union, and reftore us azain to anarchy and
eanfufion ¥ Thefe are C‘Vﬂa which all good
men fhould unite toreprefs ; for all are interefts
ed in the prefervation of thc,r country.  Yet
party {pirit bas {o farblurred the public vifion,

that though they djﬁurb the glare of day, they

fccm bur.ed in Clmmenan darkncfs.

- -

* T am decply fmﬁb]c tha; the sthes, So. v.hxch
I trcad grel&vmg embers. Rg[;(:;ﬂzrg men and
azqﬁmn:, 1o vchemcnce of' " declamatipn, no.a-
cerbity of 'ﬂvc&we, fhaLl on thls occaﬁon in-
vade thefc walls. That talk ‘is Ieft te thofe,
whofe modefty has ufurped all talenss and vir-
tue, and whofeé candor has meafured all politi-
cal honefty by the’ fcale of fa&non... No fuch
pre-eminence is cla: med here. \V e arc proud
to confefs that many are foynd in the oppoil-.
tion, whofe powers tranfcend the timid ken of
republicaniim, and whole honor has never been
fullied by fufpicion.  But refpeéling principles,
nc one a:ivzmced tevond the rattle and leading
ftrincs thould difgrace ﬁi'mfe]f'by hcﬁté,tion —
¥ our feven luftres of f liberty had | been, like the
Roman Sat urmha a fhort interva] of equality,
enly granted to rivet more firmly the fetters of
\"‘uer) we might well reafon ourfelyes intp a
patient belief of the bleffings of oppreflion.—
Tne gauzy {ophiftry would at I*'aﬁ gover our

*ame, and blunt our fnﬁblhr} But if one'



particle of revolutionary {pirit yet remains, it
muft fame :witb indignation at the terrible ym-
port -of monarchical maxims. Yes, Fellow-
Citizens, whateyer forms they affume, ivhether
the clamorous authority of power,-or the grave
refinement of fpeculation ; whether they de-
nounce, or weep, or entreat, the crafty Sinons
who would exchange republican fimplicity for
roval trappings, are the deadlieft enemies of .our
nationaljgreatncfs. It requires not the prophe-
tic powers of 2 CAssANDRA to forefee, when
fuch mer. bear fway, that the wooDEN HORSE
of Je:fpotifm will foen be within the walls of
the Conflitution. It will then be tco late to
fave...The woms is fertile in arms ; the G ATES
are furrendered to the foe. !

What in truth are the boafted advantages of
monarchy # Are civil liberty and perf{onal pro-
teCtion fecured ? Thefe are the tranfcendant
rights of mankind, without which life itfelf
were a heavy burthen. Look over the annals

of ages, and mark the melancholy pi&ures.---
Wherever we turn, nothing appears but a gleo-
my fuceetlion of tempcits, lighted at diftant -
tervals by a tranfient funfline, which renders
the furrounding darknels more terrific.  Op-
preflion and crue'ty, murder and war, deteribe
the progrefs of dominion. The wiims of a
courtier, the intrigues of a miftrels, or the an
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ger 6f a prince, have defolated kingdoms, and
facrificed the felicity of millions. The lives of
fubje@s have been too mean for the confideri-
tion of thofe, who are born for empire. If the
fecurity of property be the obje@ of govern-
ment, where'is the monarch whofe rapacity has
not trampled on the laws, and wrefted from in-
duftry its feanty pittance ¢ What has been
fpared from the gralp of the excifé, has been
plundered wirder the fan&ion of a requifiticn.
Even in that country, - which boafts a limit-
ed conftituticn, fcarcely have her own hiftori-
ans, thro’ a feries of one thoufand vears, traced
a fingle reign untarnifhed by arbitrary exac-
tions, and unclouded by unneceflary vrars.
National honor has been the vulgar pretence of
dictatorial authority, and national calamity the
undevidting refult. Need I advert to antient
times #  Examples yet live, and crowd.arcund
me on cvery fide. The vallies of Erin echo
with the fhricks of murder and rapinz; and the
ftreams of the Indus are choaked with the blood
of its children.

No, fellow citizens...thongh under a mild
fovereign the hchéts of hereditary {way may
enjoy civil happincfs ; yet it is but the dream
of a moment. Therc is no fecurity for the fu-
ture,  Wherever public refponf{ibility ceafes,
anstice will prevaill. No charaéter is teo {ub-
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}lim: for error, when the force of public influ-
ence ts deftroved. Kings have net affumed
the rebes of angels.to difpenfe peace and juftice :
they have not been cloathed withs divinity to re-
it the affaalts of ambition, and the allurements
of vide. Corrupticfi and crime¢ have not fled
the imperial purple. Debauchery and murder
have too often ufurped the palace ; and flifled
the vaice of complaint, before it reached the
throne.  The energy of a-monarchy is the mere
refult of the abfolute control of one will over
many ; of an individual cpinion, unchecked but
by the f{uggeitions of ambition or revenge.
This very energy,-fo much admired from its
promptitude of ation, becomes the fource of
innpumerable errors ; and one executive -rror
frequently involves in it a deadly cataftrophe.
This very energy is purchafed by the miferies
of millions; whofe properties are devoured and
whofe lives are cruthed by its licentiouf:.=fs.
It is the very mature of juftice to be deliberate.

Rapidity of decifion, though it may | fometimes
atchieve an 1mpcrmnt enterprize, 1s generally

in national affairs the worft of polirical delu-
fions. The mighty mterefts of State arz niot 1o
be moved like the wires ot a puppet {kew, The
fiery fpirit of ambition would overicap at uice
the ordinary calculations-of reafcn, and hurry
into meafures, which nothing but d-fpair can

D



( 26 )
suthorize. If this be energy, if this be glory,
I truft we fhall long be firangers to them. [t
is the boaft of a reprefentative government that
the voice of the peopleis diftinctly heard : that

deliberation precedes action : that the interefis

of the whole are not abandoned to the mer.zha-
1y proje@s of a few. - Yct when naticnal faith
1s violated, or national liberty invaded, the pub-

lic zeal waits not in tardy indifference for the
nod of a prince or the approval of a minifter.
It concentrates itfelf for aGion, and burfls with
inftantaneous vengeance on the daring aggreflor.
Away then with thefe thallow declamations a-
gainft republican governments. Ti.cy poflefs
all the ftrength requifite for national union in
a noble caufe ; more they cught.not to poflefs,
The {oldier is not led to the field a deliided vaf-
fal : he feels the public wrong, and glories to
avenge his country. That the petty intrigues
of a chief, or the fury of a fadtion, cannot in
fuch a gevernment awaken the popular zeal, is
a proof of its admirable polity. Waris the
{courge of the human race, and fhould be the
laft refort of infulted virtue. The fufferings,
which it entails, even in defence of juftice, re-
quire that its caufe thould be manifeft, and its
objet national. Freemen can never be infen-
fible to martial ardor ; but they difdain to prof-

titute it to the caprice of a couriezan, or the
wiles of a traitor.
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Let it be cur duty then on this glorious anni-
verfary to incuicate the loveof the Conftitution,
and cherifh with rapt devotion the Inftitutes of
Freedom. We have pafled the perils of war,
but we are not yet beyond the reach of political
Catalines. Dangers of a moft powerful, tho’
fecret influence, xmpcnu over our heads. The
voice of indignant virtue has crufhed the open
traitor ; but who can feize the Senator in his
wiles, and the affaffin in his cell ? In every
community, however bleft wiih privileges, or
adorned with glory, there will always be found
reftlefs {pirits, who are ever watchful to fan the
flame of faction, and organize the machinations
of fedition. Urged by uncontrollable 1mpul-
{es, they riot in tumult, and build their great-
1.<{s on the ruin of their country. At every fa-
vorable moment the {ecret infinuations of in-
trigue, the lcud denunciations of confpiracy,
and the crafty canungs ¢f hypocricy, will be
employed to fhaie our principles, and fap the
foundations of national union. - Every engine
which 1uenuity can devife will be forced into
action tc accomplith the boid defign. Ambi-
tion, who never flumbsrs nor {leeps, can affume
ten thoufand forms to awe, to perfuade, and to
intoxicate, ft knows how to win the ear of
curiofity by furprize, and force conviction on
the unwary by the point of ridicule. At one
tiune 1ts voice in the mufic of a fyren pours the
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captivating firains of élbqucncc ; at ancther 3
wins {weetly in the tanes gf flattery and capdor;
at another it dcnouncq in all the thunder.of agy
quia;mn. aring, . mn'cpxd, infatiable, it ad-
vances with 7 harchhngd of -.aflertion commen-
fux’at'a with . the, falfity, of -its. flatements.. It
pibﬁmtcs at Its fect With 1 unhef 1rating cruchy,
every thing however facrﬁd however venerable,
Youth, beauty, genius, age, are. ungelentingly
led to execution ; and thc cxultmg demon lqu,lghs
m the agonies of its; wﬂm e

Dol pamt thc pertux:had ‘irhages of a dfé
Do | paint the diftorted :fitions of fancy ?...'
Would to heaven it were all'a delufion ! -But
no age or country has been exenpt from its fu-
ry. - Fraace has not alonc wept over the maf-
facres of RORESPIERRE ; Britain has not alone
been clathed:in fackcloth by the wars of - her
Hexries. . Crwul. diffenfion has. every where
opened the way to ﬂaughter and unprincipled
faction made a charnetr: houfe of the earth. From
the tembs where our revolutionary patriots in-
terred the reliques of antient arnﬁocracy the gi-
santicSpec TR E has arifen. Hisvoice has howled
round our dwellings in the filence of midnight,
and vifited the precinéts of day with ominous
predictions. His breath has been the breath of
viar, deftru&tion, and carpage....Deaf to the
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