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To the Public,

- THE following Pages are {ubmitted
to the Public, by the Adelphic Society,
compofed of a part of the Students of
Union College, of which the Author
was a Member. ,

GIDEON STARR, of the City of Sche-
nectady, was a Fellow of the Philofo-
phical Clafs in Union College---a youth
of twenty years of age, of fair profpects,
and promifing to be a ufeful member of
the community---But death, the laft er-
emy of man, ftopped him in his full ca-
recer to fame and ufefulnefs, and has
configned him to the filent tomb.

THE following Oration, was dehiver-
ed by the Author, to a crowded Audi-
ence, on the 4th day of July laft, about
three weeks before his death.

EsTEEM, and the tendereft affeCtion,
for a deceafed Brother and Fellow Stu-
dent, have influenced the Society to
bring into public view a juvenile Pro-
duction, which the modelty of the Au-
thor would have forbidden.

Schenectady, Union College, |
August 15, 1801,
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PATRIOTIS M.

THE Anniverfary of the Zra which immortalized
the AMERICAN name has at length arrived.—
Relying on the importance of the occafion, and the
indulgence of my audience, more than on any con-
{cioufneis of my own abilities, I come forward, thus

publicly, to exert the feeble efforts of youth and in-
-experience.

‘Whilft the earth is trembling to its centre with the
thunder of war, while the conftant effufion of human
blood is fertilizing the plains of the Eaft; what plea-
{ure muft it afford a free and enlightened nation, to !
celebrate in peace and fafety the ANNIVERsARY of -
her INDEPENDENCE—A day, which releafed her from
the fceptre of tyranny—which freed her from flavery
—which made her happy. Such, my friends, is the
time, and fuch the occafion, on which we are now -
aflembled. Confcious that I am addrefling a nu-
merous affembly of worthy patriots, I have chofen

PATRIOTISM, as a fubje& moft acceptable to {uch
an audience. |
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To trace this principle from its fource, and deline-
ate every happy efledt it has upon a nation, would
require more labor of the fpeaker, and more patience
of the hearer, than either of us can beftow on the
prefent occafion., Befides, I am f{enfible there are
very few in this crowded aflembly who are ignorant
of the principles in which true patriotifm contifts.

Who is there prefent whofe heart does not recoil
at the thought®f difgrace or injury being brought
upon his country ? Where is that perfon to be founa
who can without emotion, liften to the authentic de-
tails of depredation on our commerce, abufe of our
ieamen, or the confifcation of our lawful property by
foreign powers? Who of you, my audience, can hear
of the inira@lion of our treaties, or the violation of our
laws, without fhedding the {ympathetic tear of patriot-
ic affetion ? If there be any fuch perfon in this aflem-
bly, to him I can afford no confolation. For perfons
of this defcription are not only ftrangers to true pa-
triotifm, but even deflitute of natural affe@ion. With
pleafure do I read in the faces of my audience, fen-
timents the reverfe of what I have been mentioning.
True patriotic ardor glows in every anxious breaft.
FEach countenance proclaims the fincere language of
the heart. Cherifh thefe fentiments, and :you fhall
fee your beloved country teeming with the rich blefl-
ings of freedom. It was patriotiifm which procured
your liberty, and by this alone can it be preferved.
This is the foul of our republic—it conftitutes the
profperity of our nation, and the happinefs of every
individual. It raifes the mind above the vulgar cares
of private emolument—diicards vain ambition—con-
verts pufilanimity into bravery—and entirely devotes
the poffeflor to the public weal.

View ancient Greece, view Rome, fee every famous
republic, whether ancignt or modern—ecach owes her
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birth, each her exiftence to patriotiim. What army
could withftand the Grecian difcipline? Armed and
defended by true patriotic ardor, they rufhed on, re-
gardlefs of death, bringing glory to their country.
Not all the fplendid trappings, not all the glittering
{pears, brandifh .d by the Perfians, could daunt Lron-
1pAs ; who, wi h his three hundrad Greeks, encoun-
tered a million of Perfians. Bravely he fought, dealing
deftruction among his numerous foes ; Nobly he fell,
yet lives in fame.

Rome too was free ; Rome knew true patrioti{fm :
It was this called CiNncINNATUS from his peaceful re-
tirement to the helm of itate.

It was this taught noble Fasius to defend his coun-
try—taught him contentment in his country’s fafety.
Such are the patriots who deferve our efteem, rather
than thofe, who Alexander like, conquer the world
to gratify their ambition. But where is now that pa-
triotic {pirit, which once raifed Greece and Rome
above the world? Taught nations, greater than them-
felves, to fear them, and come in {fuppliant terms to
feek their favor. This pearl of price has long fince
gone—exterminated by luxury,that fiend of darknefs!
fhe has left the once happy fhores of Greece and
Rome, and come to fofter infant Columbia. But,
like other great bleflings, fthe comes not without her
concomitants, Liberty and Literature, follow all her
fteps. Look back, for a moment, on her deferted
empires—obferve their inhabitants, few in number,
rough in manners, ignorant and uncivilized. Too
ftupid, even to regret the lofs of thofe bleflings with
which their anceftors were favored. A fad leflon this
of the decay of nations ; but fraught with ufeful in-
ftructions for thofe who are in profperous circurg-
ftances. '
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From this fad cataftrophe, my countrymen, learn
wifdom. Receive Patriotifm, and Liberty its atten«
dant, as your moft welcome guefts : Manifeft to others
your zeal in your country’s caufe ; inculcate the fame
principles into them; diffeminate in the Lreafts of
your little offspring the feeds of patriotifm—that this:
principle, taking root in youth, and growing with
their growth, may prove the bulwark of their future
fafety. A& not the part of the unprofitable fervant,
hiding your talent in the earth. Why fhould the
love of your country, like the ufelefs treafure of the
mifer, lie fecretéd from the world? It is by the fruit
the tree is judged, and we kaow the fad fate of that
tree which produces no fruit. If you love your coun-
try, you will be anxious to ferve her, and promote
her profperity. But if you manifeft no marks of fuch
an inclination, the world will be fufpicious of your
pretenfions, and your patriotiim, however pure you
may imagine it, will gain you very little credit in the
opinion of mankind. The moft obvious marks of pa-
triotic affetion, are an anxiety for the promotion of
virtue—a liberal fpirit for beftowing donations on
‘public occafions—and an ardent defire for the pro-
motion of fuch men as are beft qualified to manage
the feveral branches of our government. He who
promotes thefe noble ends, pre{erves the freedom and
happinefs of his country ; for thefe are the corner-
ftones, on which the great fabric of our national li-
berty depends.

Though our love for our country fhould be ardent,
and our exertions for our common intereft inceflant ;
yet we fhould not permit our emulation to kindle in-
to envy, or ftrive to found our popularity on the de-
gradation of others. For we fhall find it much more
ealy, and far more honorable, to eclipfe our rivals by
outthining them in merit, than by reducing them
either by force or intrigue.
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As true patriots, it is our duty to make friends of
all whofe friendfhip may be ufeful to us, or whofe re-
fentment dangerous. The friendfhip of nations is an
ineftimable blefling, and a free commerce, which muft
be the refult of fuch friendfhip, is one of the greateft
fources of our opulence. What but fuch a com-
merce could vent the profufion of our exuberant foil ?
What elfe could afford employment to our mercharits,
or encouragement to our farmers ? Deprive America
of this, and her public prifons will be broken down
with innumerable {warms of bankrupts. Her farmers
would languifh in floth and idlenefs ; forgetful of
their prefent induftry, they would be content with
{fupplying their own neceflities. This idlenefs would
foon beget effeminacy and an averfion to bufinefs ;
vice would be introduced to fill up the vacancies of
time : this would immediately fap the foundation of
our republic, and enfure the inevitable deftruction of
our dear bought liberties. By this cataftrophe, irre-
trievable would be our lofs ; for many and great are
the bleflings attending our free government ; they
are indeed too numerous to be mentioned, and inefti-
mable in their excellence.—But juftice forbids that
the greateft blefling ever conferred on the human
race, fhould any longer pafs unnoticed. The blefling
to which I allude is our religious liberty. Many an-
niverfaries have rolled away ; oft has this ftately
dome refounded with the praifes of civil liberty, while
our religious freedom, which fhould be the greateft
caufe of our rejoicing, has remained unmentioned.
With fhame muft we confels this. How unlike our
noble anceftors, who to gain this blefling, left their
country and friends, croffed the wide ocean, pene-
trated the howling windernefs, encountered favages,
created a new republic, and laid the foundation of
our prefent greatnefs. Roufe from your lethargy ;
defend that blefling which was purchafed with the
blood of innocence. Remember that this is the foun-
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