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FPENDLETON COURT-HOUSE,
S. C. Inly sth, 1812.

Draxr SIr,

IN obedience to a resolution entered into by a large
and respectable portion of the Citizens who attended here on
the late Antversary of American Independence, we beg leave
to return you their thanks for the very apypropriate and exeel-
lent Oration you delivered on that oceasion, and to solicit a
copy for publication. o

We anticipate, with-the utmost satisfaction, the extensive
benefit, and the permanent gratifieation, which will result from
your compliance with our wishes, as well to those who had, as
to those who had not, the pleasure of hearing that excellent
performance.

" We are with respect,
And esteem,
Yours, &e.

JOHN T. LEWIS,
ELAM SHARPE, }Committe&
G. A. BOLLES,

To Evwsaxo . Smiry, M. D.

TO THE COMMITTEE.
GENTLEMEN,

IN compliance with your wishes rather
than with the dictates of my own judgement, I now consent to
the publication of my Oration—1I would only observe, for the
information of those, who may honor it with a perusal, and may
be ignorant of the circumstances with which you are aequaint-
ed, that a previous notice of only two or three weeks, together
with the pressure of many other duties, render the composiiica
less satisfactory than I could have wished.

With much respeect,
I remain your Friend
Aid Fellow-Citizen,

EDWARD D. SMITH.
Jriy sthy 1312,
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FELLOW-CITIZENS,

AT the request of a respetable number
of you, I now come forward to supply the place of that
worthy citizen (Col. PICM:NS,) ‘whose public duties
prevent him from complying with your former appoint-
ment—1 trust that you will believe me to be siacere
when I say, that I would rather have been the hearer
than to be the speaker ; but encouraged by your favora.
ble opinion, and deemmg it the duty of every friend to
his country, when called upon, to bring forward his
mite upon an occasion like this, I will endeavour ta
coniribute mine.

THIRTY-S1x years have elapsed since the declara-
tion of that Independence, the return of whose anniver-
sary we have this day asseinbled to commemorate. At
that eventful period many of us had not entered into
being ; many were of an age too tender for its recollec-
tion ; many, who were engaged in its establishment,
have gone down to the silent tomb; but there are’
some still remaining, who bore a part in its glorious
accomplishment. With sentiments of pleasing respect
! recognize some of them in this assembly—Venerable
Patriots | to you and to your departed brethren are we
indebted for the inestimable privilege, which we this
day enjoy ! By your example and by your precepts have
we been instructed in the knowledge and value of
those sacred rights, which were obtained by your pain-
ful suﬂ‘ermgs and prwaaons—-—The ardcur, which ani.
mated your breasts, has, we trust, been transfused into -
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ours; and we fervently pray that you will never have
to grieve, that a worthy stock has produced degenerate
scions—We firmly hope that we shall be enabled, to
our latest breath, to guard those cherished institutions,
which were procured by you and transmittcd to us, and
which we regard as the pride and blessing of our tem-
poral possessions—A gracious Frovidence was pleased
to make you the happy means of emancipating your-
selves and your posterity from the iron hand of tyran-
ny, and we. would humbly and earnestly implore, that
the invaluable boon may be continued to the latest gen-
erations—-It must now afford you an indescribable satis-
faction to behold your descendants taking the stations
which you once occupied ; cherishing the sentiments
which vou hold dear ; and honourmg the day, that will
ever live in your mortal remembrance—With gratetul
joy we hail your presence amongst us upon this auspi-
cious occasion—We feel encouraged by your approba-
tion, and ambitious to deserve its coentinvance ; and
although your filvered locks proclaim to our feelings
that your ecarthly course is nearly run, yet will the
memory of your virtues be embalmed in our hearts,
and the recollection of your examples prove an incen-
tive to us in the paths of duty ! How many of your fel-
low-labourers in the cause of LIBERTY, have long since
reached their mortal goal! To pay but a passing tribute
to each, or even to the most eminent, would be an at-
tempt far beyond the limits of a day’s performance.—

Although .a melancholy, it would be a grateful duty ;
but subjects, more urgent, more interefting at the pre-
sent juncture, demand our attention—Let me hold!
Can Americans ! Can those in whose veins the blood
of the Revolutionary Patriot still flows, meet together
upon this mteresung day, at this solemn crifis, without
even mentioning the name of Him, ¢ who was firstin
peace, first in war, firft in the hearts of his country-
men !’ You all know whom I mean—The mantling
blufh upon the cheek, the liquid lustre of the eye, the
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throbbing motion of the heart, irrefiftibly proclaim that
the greatest of Heroes, the illustrious WasHINGTON
was enthroned in the love of his nation, and is now lar
mented by their tears—O ! Let us pray that his mantle
may fall upon some one, and thus enable him, under 2
superintending providence, to.guide us safely through
the dark and intricate paths into which we have fallen.

Uproxn this occasion, my fellow-citizens, it seems
to me that it would be more instructive and more ap.
propriate to delineate the causes, which have led to our
present pelitical situation, and to consider what that fit-
uation is; than to retrace the scenes of former days,
which are already described in the faithful page of his-
tory, and have often been depicted in the glowing
colours of Eloquence and Truth, on occasions similar
to this—At former celebrations of this momentous era,
you have been accuftomed to hear the pleafing pros.
pects of our beloved country, pourtrayed with grateful
acknowledgments of ihe bleflings of peace and tranquil-
ity—Plenty smiled around you, and every man ¢ sat
under his own Vine and his own Fig Tree,” enjoying
the fruit of his labours, and with none to make him
afraid—The prize, which our revered anceftors so
hardly earned, appeared to be ours by inheritance;
and, far removed from the corruptions and intrigues of
the old world, we flattered ourselves with the delightful
hope of enjoying our birth-right in innccence and ease
—But from a moft unerring source we have been
taught, that uninterrupted happiness is not the lot of
man, and human experience continually confirms the
painful truth—Within a few years after our INDEPEN-
DENCE was confirmed and acknowledged, Europe be-
gan to exhibit figns of that commotion, which has since
agitated almoft all its inhabitants with but littie inter-
ruption—In France the crimes and oppreflions of the
titled orders occafioned such misery among the com-
mon people, that, together with the successful example |
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set by the United States of America, they incited the
sufferers to a violent exertion for redress of their in-
tollerable grievances—There is a point in human na-
ture, beyond which suffering cannot be endured—And
if power be placed in the hands of the sufferer, the
vengeance wiil be terrible—Hence proceeded that
dreadful anmarchy and confusion, that torrent of blood,
ihed both in war and by public and private murders,
those innumerable scenes of wretchedness, and in short
all the horrors, that can be produced by the unreflrain:
ed indulgence of ferocious and ungovernable paffions,
which so long desolated France, and which perhaps
cannot be paralleled in the hiftory of mankind—And
after all her indescribable calamities, after all her in-
credible ftruggles for Liberty, unhappy France now re-
poses in the calm of a military despotism, which has
also subjected almoft the whole of continental Eu-
rope to its formidable sway—All the Nations, who en-
gaged in the fierce conflict, either in the early ftages of
the Revolution, or subsequent to that period, have
been compelled to retire or submit, with the exception
of that power, which holds an unrivalled dominion
upon the ocean—Between thefe the conteft has been
maintained for more than twenty years, sometimes in
a vigorous and at others in a languishing manner ; but
always with an implacable animofity—The United
States of America, averfe from contention and defirous
to remain in harmony and friendthip with all, maintain-
ed a wiie and peaceful policy, and endeavoured to ob-
ferve the firicteft neutrality towards the belligerent
powers—For fome time they were permitted to purfue
their tranquil track without any flagrant infringements,.
and increafling wealth proved the propriety of their pru-
dent conduct—Their commerce extended to every
clime, and the ports of both the holtile nations were
open to its exercife—These halcyon days were foon be-
clouded—Each power conceived that its adverfary de-
rived ftrength from its neutral friend, and both concur-
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red in devising fchemes of injury and oppreffion—It is’
unneceflary to inquire here which commenced the in-
vidious practice—Both pur{ued it and endeavoured to
fix the odium upon each other—Great-Britain had long
been in the habit of kidnapping the free born sons of
America, under the pretence of their being her own
fubjects, and compeHing them to fight her battles—
Their remonitrances obtained unavailing promifes of
redrefs, and the practice was continued, whenever
opportunity served—This alone was a sufficient caufe
for the deepeft refentment—The citizen, who seeks his
bread upon the ocean, in the purfuit of lawful com-
merce, is entiled to equal protection with him, who is
cmployed in Manufacture, Trade or Agriculture, within
the bofom of his country. |

Nor was the French Government slow in imitating
the flagitious example of violating neutral rights—On
the one hand the moft iniquitous Decrees, and on the
other the moft unjuft and degrading Orders in Council, .
soon reduced our once flourithing Trade to such a di--
lemma, that our Government was compelled either to
abandon it or to arm for its defence—Negotiations were
multiplied in vain, and nothing but ruinous {fubmiflion
to the moft glaring impofitions would be accepted—At
length, it was deemed expedient by the conftituted au-
thorities of the Nation, to try the effect of a total fus-
penfion of Commerce, by impofing a flrict and perma-
nent Embargo—DBut the unprincipled conduct and in-
trigucs of fome individuals prevented the good effects,
that were hoped to refult from that meafure—Clam- -
ours were excited, ‘'which induced the Government to
fubftitue a. Non-Intercourfe Law, which was intended
to operate upon thofe only who continued to violate
our Neutral Rights—Soon after the adoption of this
meafure, the Britith Minifter, Mr. Lrskink, offered an
arrangement of the difliculties with his Government,
which was deemed fatisfactory, and accepted readily—
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This prompt acceptance, on the part of our Adminis-
tration, proved to the world the falfehood of the charge
which has been often made againft it—That it was par-
tial to France——The fatisfaction of the people alfo evin-
ced that they were impartial to all nations—that they
were willing to recieve as friends thofe, who would treat
them as such, and to obferve a contrary conduct to-
wards others—But the pleafing delufion was foon dif-
pelled—The Britilh Government difavowed the act of
its own Minifter, and continued to practice all its hoftile
mealures towards our Commerce—Infult was added to
injury—A bullying Envoy was fent out to threaten us
but the firmnefs of our Executive quickly reprefled his
infolence, and procured his recall—Since then to the
prefent time, the farce of friendly profeflions has been
kept up; but the former offenfive practices have not
been abandoned. ' |

AnD what has been the conduct of France? By
the moft miquitous and unjultifiable decrees fhe has
feized an immenfe property belonging to our citizens,
and "the moft of it too ifi her own harbours, whither
it had been carried under the expectation of a friendly
reception—Thus deftroying the moft facred obligations
of honour, juftice and hofpitality—Our Merchants
were decoyed to their ruin and then left to bewail their
infatuation—Nearly two years fince however fhe enter-
ed into an agreement, which had the femblance of
doing us juftice—The Decrees, which opprefled our
rightful Commerce, were faid to be repealed ; and in
addition to the promife of doing no injury for the
future, a profpect was held out of indemnification for
the palt—But more than one inftance has occurred of
late of her public veflels of War burning our Mer-
chant thips upon the high feas, under the fame pre-
texts, formerly ufed for their capture—If her ruler
fhould continue to permit, and refufe to make repa-
ration for fuch. barbarous procecdings, what faith can
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be placed in his promifes? Will we not have a right
to conclude that the revocation of his edicts has been
only in name and is intended to deceive? For more
than fix months paft we have had a Minifter Pleni-
potentiary at his Court, fent out with the fpecial view
of terminating all differences and forming a treaty of
Commerce, that will be advantageous to both nations.
What has been the refult of his miflion? He has been.
amufed-with empty proteftations and his _patience tried
by vexations and unneceffary delays—And ke is prob-
ably no nearer to the attainment of his.object than at
his firft arrival—More than fufficient time has elapfed
- to difcufs every topic, connected with his negotiation 3
and if there were a difpofition to do juftice, tlrere is:
no reafonable pretext for delay—A reference to the’
inftructions given by our government, will fhew the
firm attitude which it has taken upon this fubject,’
and which we truft it means to maintain—an impar- _
tial conduct to all is moft confiftent with the dignity,
policy and true interefts of our countty—~—It will be
the moft fatisfactory to the people, and will furely
unite in one fentiment all thofe, who are real friends
to the profperity and honour of the nation—Thus
fellow-citizens, have I endeavoured to give you avery
general view of the caufes, which have led to our prefent
fituation—1Its tedioufnefs will, I'hope, meet with your
indulgence, from its clofe connection with the fubject be-
fore us, I will conclude this part of my difcourfe with
an appropriate extract from a very nervous addrefs, de-
livered lately in Philadelphia—<1It would be eafy to
maguify this retrofpect with many other indignities, and
with the hideous details of thofe thus curforily noticed—
But the volume is already overcharged and it is necef-
fary to break off the narrative, shich has been fo often,
fo much more ftrikipgly unfolded, thatits images muit
be engraven on’' the memory of every lover of his
country—We might elfe carry your attention from the
fea to the'kind ; and, arrefting it firft on'the frontier,
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where the tomahawk of the favage is prompted to the
butchery of our unconfcious fettlers, by the infernal
flratagems of ruthles England—Direct it afterwares
to the more civilized departments of the wnion, to our
qties, to our fire fides, where the mode of attack again
appears adapted to the {cenc of its operation-—and a
glczing, civilized British Spy, is found like the Serpent
in Eden, tempting our weaknefs with untried changes,
and with all the wilinefs of his nature beguiling us to
our perdition.” | ‘

- “Bur it is unneceflary, we repeat, to dwell on
the hoft of excitemeats, which mar¢ch before and
beckon us to the combat—we have borne more than
ever any people did, without an appeal to arms—
We have left unattempted no ftriving for adjuftment
—We have expended all the ftores of pacyfications,
and do not brandish the sword with the right hand,
«¢ill the olive branch has withered in the left—We
Have deprecaged long enough our unappeasable, in-
fidious affailants, more dreadful, meore pernicious in
their ambush, than they could be in fagraat war—
‘We have been more plundered of our treasure,
while suing for accommodation, more abused, more
injured, than we should have been in the same pe-
riod of hoftilities, and. the current of éur national
character, of our national exiftence, is gliding out
of view, while we linger on the shore, vainly im-
ploring the monfters of the deep to spare us.”’——
Are we not then Fellow-Citizens, arrived at a mo-
mentous crifis? Since the conclufion of our revolu.
tionary ftruggles has there been a ftate of things,
so solemn, so impreflive? Do not the portentous:
clouds of war enshroud, with gathering gloom, the
return of that day, which has heretofore been gilded
by the sun-shine of peace and prosperity? Are we
not engaged in open war with one, and perha

shall soon be with another, of the moft -powerful
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nations of the world? Has not the murderous savs
age ‘already begua his infernal warfare upon our de.
fenceless borders and flaughtered, with cruel hand,
the feeble woman and the helpless infant? Is not

our fureigh commerce ruined, and are not the produc-

tions of our farms lying useless or wafling upon our
hands? Surely these are sclemn facts and deserve our
moft serious confideration—Reflection upon them ig
sufficient to alarm but not to terrify—it should inftigate
Americans, not to submiffion, bt to vengeance upon
their ruthless oppreffors.—In such a fituation there is
mo alternative, but 2o live retired within ourselves, i
the privation of those comforts to which we have been
long accuftomed, and to which we have an indisputable
right—to submit to the insufferable requifiions of
implacable rivals—or msanfully to - breaft the rifin

ftorm. Long habits of peace and averfion from thé
harrors of war, have already made trial of the firft ex-
pedient—it was practised in the well knewn period of
the embargo—and the resuit is known—a kind of sub-
miflion has been long endured—so long, that the in-
dignation of the people has at length been aroused, and
by the voice of their Representatives in the National
Councils, has unequivocally derlared that it can be
practised no longer—what then remains but the dire
appeal to arms for the preservation and maintainance
of those rights, which we have afferted to be as dear
as exiftence itself, and for which we are ready to en-
counter every hazard—Expecting then this laft decision,
it will not be uninterefting to beftow some confideration-
upon the foes with whom we shall have to contend,

and also upon the ability, which we have for the con-
telt.

Tue population of the British Empire in Europe:
1s perhaps more than double that of the United States’
of America; and she has more than a thousand ships

of war, and upwards of six hundred thousand men i

t
i
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her army and navy—This ftatement, which is believed
to be correct, gives her the appearance of being a very
formidable power; and there is no doubt that she
would be so, if but a third part of this immense force
could be applied to any one point—But let ‘us examine
the geverse of the picture—There are so many places
to be defended, and such conftant employment from
her enemy, that no confiderable force can be detached
to one quarter, withiout producing a dangerous weak-
ness in another—If it were not so, why is it that in
some of the moft important naval engagements there
have seldom been more than thirty<ships of the line
employed ; or why is not such a.large reinforcement
of troops sent to the Peninsula of Europe, as to termi-
nate at once the expenfive and tedious conteft that has
been so long carried on there? And what effect has
this enormous military and nayal armament produced
upon her domeftic fituation? It has produced a hoft
of Penfioners and Officers, who fatten upon the spoils
of the people—it has produced misery and despair.
among a great multitude of the inhabitants—it has oc-
cafioned a public debt of more than three thousand
millions of dollars, and an annual taxation of more
than three hundred millions.~—It is ftated, upon good
authority, that the Princes and Princefles alone coft
the nation more than five milliops of dollars annually,
which exceeds the whole amount of the peace eftab-
lilhment of the United Statesw—The pcople have not
the liberty of electing their rulers—iheir Senate is
perpetual and hereditary—Their House of Commons
is chosen by a small part of the nation—They con-
tinue in oftice for seven years, and the majority of
them, by bribery and corruption, is always placed at
the disposal of the minifters ; of course the voice of the
people is not heard or attended to, and when they
dare to remonftrate againft oppreflion, as they are now
doing, being goaded on by hunger and despair, their

L) 0 . N * - .
petitions are disregarded, or a military force is called
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out to suppress their louder clamours. The enormous
annual amount of taxes muft be furnifhed in a great
measure by commerce, which conlfifts principally in the
manufactures of the country, and therefore whatever
tends to reftrain the one, muft have a corresponding
influence upon the other—'I'wo of the moft confidera-
ble articles of manufacture have been ftheep’s woof and
cotton wool, the former raised moftly in their own do-
minions—the latier fupplied principally by the United
States of Ainerica—Already cut off from exporting to
moft parts of the continent of Europe, they wanted
nothing but a rupture with thefe United States to bring
their commerce, as it were, to a ftate of annihilation—
If there can be no trade, manuiictures muft decline,
and the thoufands, who depend upon daily employa-
ment for daily bread, muft feel poverty and famine
advancing upon them with rapid ftrides—Add to this
that the country is fo much over-peopled in proportion
to its extent, that the cultivation of all the lands is
not generally fufficient to supply food to the inhabitants
—They muft therefore neceflarily depend upon other
parts of Europe or upon this continent, En' {ubfis-
tence—Tn be excluded from both these fources muft
conftitute the climax of their mifeties—Add alfo to this
that Ireland, long opprefled, impatiently waits - for a
favourable opportunity to affert her rights, and to feck.
deliverance from that deplorable vaflalage, in which
fhe has fo long indignantly lain. |

Tue people have diicerned the infatuation of
their rulers, and have earneftly implored them to con-
ciliate America, as the only means of their human fal
vation—As yct the numerous ftanding army and mer-
cenary forces, at the difpofal of the crown, have been
able to reprefs the language of their defpair; but per-
haps they may not be able t. do fo much longer—Al-
ready does the government begin to manifeft ftrong
fymptoms of an approaching inability -to meet their in-
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creafing expences. Nothing but the immenfe exertions
of thofe, who own the national debt, and who appre-
hend a total ruin from a national bankruptcy, have
maintained the ftruggle thus far—Laws have been en-
acted to make paper currency. equal in value to Gold
and Silver ; and the confequence has been, that an alar-
ming and rapid depreciation has taken place, and fpecie
has almoft difappeared from circulation—Suipend, but
for a fhort time, the means of hiring the foldier to mur-
der his complaining fellow-citizen, and let him feel that
he alfo was a citizen, and a revolution will not be far
diftant—Hunger and defpair will even anticipate the
period and urge the ftarving Manufacturer to rufh
upon the briftling bayonet, rather than behold his wife
and little ones perithing around him—This, my coun-
trymen, is no picture of the imagination—It is no exag-
perated fcene—At this time, we are informed, it is real-

ed, and although our hearts may bleed with compaf-
fion for the wretched fufferers, we muft deteit the bar-
barous policy, which has brought them to fuch an un-
happy ftate—And although thefjuﬁice of Heaven may
linger, will it not fall with dreadful vengeance upon the
authors of fuch accumulated woe !

WitH regard to France, we have not had the op-
portunity of being so well acquainted with her internat
fituation—We know that her form of government is an
abfolute Monarchy—and there can be no doubt that
the continual wars, in whick fhe has been engaged for
fo many years, and the vaft armies (amounting, it is
faid, to at leaft eight hundred thoufand men) which fhe
is obliged to maintain, muft require an immenfe annuat
expenditure.—For many years her internal commerce
has been fo much reduced, as to give but little aid to
the revenues of government—Numerous confiscations
of the wealthy eftates within her own territory, togeth-
er with the exactions, contributions and plunder of the
molt of Europe, and alfo of many millions of American
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property, have hitherto furnithed a fund adequate to
the demand—DBut, notwithftanding her powerful armies
and thofe directed by the genius and impetuofity of her,
wonderful ruler, France is ftill compelled to carriy on
the fanguinary conteft—She has not yet attained all the
objects of her ambition—Subject to the moft arbritrary’
defpotifin, her unhappy children muft deteft the infatiza
ble thirft for military glory and unbounded sway, whicl
rages in the breaft of their Emperor ; but {till the’
chained confcripts march under his banrers and figh in’
vain for the termination of the bloody 'fcene—But, my,
country-men we have nothing to fear from his unpria-
cipled ambition or ferocious revenge—A kind provi..
dence has interpofed an ocean of three thoufand miles
between us and the blood ftained plains of Europe, and,
he has not the ‘means of tran{porting his Myrmidons to,
our fhores—And if he had, need we to fear him ¢ Has
not unhappy Spain given us a proof of what a nation,,
ftruggling upon their own foil for every thing that is.
dear, can do againft a horde of difciplined invaders?,
Separated from her potent enemy only by a narrow ridge.
of mountains, long enflaved both in civil and religious.
rights, with many internal traitors, deferted by thofe
who fhould have led the combat, and deftitute of molt of
the requifites for war, fhe has gallantly maintained the
unequal conteft for more than five years, and the in~
vincible Bonaparte yet poffefles no more of her foil.
than his armies can occupy—Six hundred thousand of
his men have already perifhed by war or by difeafe ;
nor is it probable that he will ever be able to bow the.
nec_ks, even of an enflaved people, to his imperious
yot.e. '

Anbp shall I difgrace you, ye free born sons of
Columbia, by comparing you with degenerate Span-,
tards, the flaves of monarchs, priefts and nobles ? Shalk.
I compare your refources with thole that they poffeff.

od! 1 feel an unfhaken confidence that, if ever the:
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occafion fthall arise, let the foe be who he may, that
fhall attempt to invade our land of liberty, you will
never fuifer him to behold the miity ridge, which yon-
der mountains form. ~

I FEAR to tire your patience by the length of my
difcourfe ; but the truly interefting nature of the fub-
ject will, T truft, induce you to grant me your indul-
gence a little longer—I am fenfible tha: I have the
honor to addrefs you at an awful crifis, in a fituation
of affairs, the like of which has never yet been witnefled
by the moft of us—OQur country, irjured and infulted,
plundered and defpifed, is about to make the laft fol-
emn appeal, to- enter upon that dreadful conteft from
which fhe has for years, earneftly, wifely, but (as it
now feems) vainly ftriven to keep herfelf aloof—TIs it
not then requifite and important to us all to confider
the preparations that we have made for the trying hour,
and the bountiful refources, which a tmiling Providence
has beftowed upon us? Already has our government
called upon the patriotifm of the nation, and foon fhall
we have the gratifying fpectacle of one hundred and
eighty-five thoufand freemen in arms, ready to chaftiie
the violators of their facred rights—To defray the
expenfe of war-meafures it will also ® : requifite that
the contributions of the nation, for the fupport of their
government, be increafed—And here we hope to be.
hold another evidence of the patriotifm of our citizens,
and that every individual will cheerfully bring forward
His refpective quota of the tax, which will be impofed
by juft and equal laws—Convinced- that there is no
alternative, he will without a murmer give up a por--
tion of his property to fecure the remainder, and to
reftore their accuftomed value to the fruirs of his la-
bours—On this point the enemies of our adminiftration
have -affected to triumph—They have fneered at the
emptinefs of  the treafury, which has heretofore been

fupplied principally by the duties upon forcign “coms’
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merce; and they have not acknowledged that the fail-
ure of thefe refources has been occafioned by the atro-
cious and unwarrantable depredations of the belliger-
ents—But we hope to fhew them that we have other
and more abundant refources—The credit of the na-
tional government is unblemifhed—In a little more
than ten years, more than forty-fix millions of dollars’
of the public debt has been paid off, and not quitc as’
much remains to be extinguithed—Contraft this with:
the nations of the old world—With a fingle trivial ex-
ception, our general government has never yet had
occafion to impofe a direct tax; and now it will find’
in the pofleflion and purses of its citizens, an ample
fund to avenge their wrongs—It poffefles a landed.:
property of fix hundred and fifty millions of acres,
which, valued at the moderate price of one dollar per
acre (and it is well known that a large portion of it is
worth ten times as much) would be adequate to an ex-
penfive war of more than twenty years duration—Qur’
country is alfo becoming rich in the eftablifhment of
the moft useful manufactures, which will prove a moft
abundant fource of national economy and of individual
wealth—A recapitulation of thefe would occupy too
much time at prefent.”

* Itis supposed that it weuid he aceeptable to give a short
sketch of manufactures, &e. as ascertained by the iast censes,
and at the same time it must be remembered that the returns
are incomplete. |

Of Sheep there are in Vermont, 130,666----iu Massachusetts,
399,182----Connecticut, 400,00--- Peunsylvania, 1,469,918----
nearly half a million of pounds of Nitre are manufactured in
the United States, and the quantity may be increased to any
desirable amount—The artiele of Struw Bounets in the mauu-
facture of only twu States, yielded in cue year, $579,225.

. The quantity of Maple Sugar, made in oue year, in the
States of Ohio, Kentucky, Vermont and Kast Tennessee,
amounted to nearly seven millions of pounds.

C
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WE poflels within ourfelves the feeds of growing
greatnefs, which the jealoufy of our implacable rival
has long endeavoured to prevent from germinating ;
but which, in {pite of all her efforts, will {pring up and
flourith, perhaps to her deftruction—And, although it
has not been deemed proper at this time to grant far-
ther encouragement to our infant navy ; yet, poflefling
m our forefts, our foil and our habitations, abundart
implements for its formation and equipment, the time
is 1ot very far diftant; when we may be able to meet
the ufurpers of the dominion of the ocean, upon their
own element—But we have the greatelt fafeguard in
our free conflitution, the happy privileges which it
fecures, and in our own deep conviction of their inef-
timable value—Inhabiting the only republic upon earth,
and enjoying every civil and religious right, that is com.
patible with freedom and good government, we are
ftimulated by incentives, which no other nation can
teel. '

IT is to be lamented, however, that there are
fome few amongft us, who are unworthy ot the liberty,
which they enjoy ; for they arc unwilling to defend it—
‘Chey are either so much the friends of Britain, or so

'The manufacture of IHorn Combs in Connectieut. Massachu-
setts and Penusylvania, amounted in one vear, to $156,861.

The quantity of ardent spirits, distilled annually in the Uai-
ted Stutes, makes the prodigious amount of 23,720,000 galivus.

The number of water and horse mills, employed in spinning
Cotton, amounted to 530 in August, 1810, and worked 100,000
spiudles----"L'lie Fulling mills returned amount to 163¢----and
the wool-carding machines, going by water, to 1835----The
number of Loowms returned execceds $30,000, and the total
number of yards of cloth, made of wool, cotton and flax, as
1eturncd, exceeds 75.000,000----Gun-powder mills 207, pre-
paring yeaily £,13¢,000 pounds----530 furpaces, forges and
bleomeries are enumerited----Paper mills, 190, |
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much terrified at the profpect of dangers, that they ufe
all their efforts to magnify her ability, and diminith
ours—They have even afferted that our meafures are
not intended for the defence of our just rights, but for
unjuft and unprofitable conqueft—There is no doubt
that Canada will be invaded, and as we hope, quickly
fubdued, but it will be ftrictly confiftent with the prin-
cles of felf-defence, for we have no more effectual
way of retaliating the injuries we have been fo long fut-
fering ; and the pofleflion of that country will be the
moft {peedy mode of quelling the deluded savages, who
are now carrying fire and murder through our exten.
five borders—Self-prefervation imperioufly dictates the
meafure, and the Britith Empire will feverely feel the
deprivation of thofe provifions and naval stores, with
which fhe has been furnithed by her northern colonies—
As to the actual lofles by war, they will probably be
lefs than they have long been—~For hitherto with tame
fubmiffion we have crouched tc the plunderer, but now
we will be prepared to inflict injury in return—Qur
maritime trade has for years, been suffering all the
evils of war, without its name, and now that our veflels
will be permitted to arm, we truft it will be feen that
the adventurous fpirit of the heroes of the revolution
has not expired with them— At any rate our commerce
cannot be placed under more difadvantageous circum-
ftances than it has long been, and an incalculable bene-
fit will even arife from this evil—the extenfion of old
manufactures, and the creation of new ones—1'his will
probably be one of the fevereft blows to the prof. erity
of Britain; for we fhall not only ceafe to be ourfelves
confumers of her manufactures, but in the progrefs of
time, will he able to rival her at the foreign markets,
which fhe ufed to {fupply.

It has alfo been objucted to our engacing ia the
conteft, which we have now begun, that France hae
treated us with as much indignity and injuflice 2z Gyear
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Britain, and that we have therefore equal caufe of re-
fentment ajainst her—Admitting the fact to be fo, and
that it would have been more agreeable to the wifhes
and feelings of a large portion of the American people,
that hoftile meafures fhould have been adopted at the
same time towards both rations ; yet the failure of this,
with regard to one, ought not to disarm us of our re-
sentment against the other—But there is some small
difference in the cases—Britain has positively refused
to do us justice—France still holds out the semblance
(although probably it may never be realized) of making
reparation——It has therefore feemed proper to the Rep-
resentatives of the nation to declare war, in the first
place, against the one ; but at the same time they have
pledged themselves to proceed in the same manner,
against the other, if satisfaction is not speedily obtained
—We find then that we are now engaged in open war
with that perfidious nation, from whom our fathers,
thirty years ago, wrested that Independence, for which
we are now to contend—Yes, my countrymen ! It has
been emphaticallv said that we are about to contend a
second time for . ur Independence—and shuil we shrink
from the contest ¢ Shall we fear to tread in the paths,

which’were made by our revered progenitors? They
have not all yet departed from us—Some of them are
even in this assembly, to honour us by their presence,
and to animate us by that courage, the fire of which is
not yet extinguished by age—With less than half cur
numbers, surrounded by domestic traitors, branded
with the epithet of rebels, and destitute of almost every
thing but their native valour and their trust in a right-
eous God, they nobly dared the combat and atchieved
that Independence, around whose sacred standard. you
are now called to rally—And will you not obey the call 7
Will you prove unfaithtul to the confidence that has
been placed m yeu? Will you dxsappomt the high
hopes that have been entertained of you !
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AND you, who are now commencing your career
in the world, unencumbered with the ties of domestic
life, and having no portion but your native strength and
spirit, will you neglect this fair opportunity of avenging
the wrongs of your insulted country, and of promoting
your individual interests { Will you not flock to the
American standard, to that Eagle, which waves on yon-
der hill, and invites you to_the field of glory? Will
you not range yourselves under the banners of those
veterans of the revolution, who, obedient to their coun-
try’s call, have left their beloved retirements, and are
now ready to devote the remnant of their lives to the
public service !

To you, citizen soldiers, who have so nobly vol-
unteered to be the first defenders of the rights of the
Republic, the most grateful acknowledgments are due
—You have set a worthy example, which cannot be
forgotten—Perhaps your services may soon be required,
and we have no doubt that they will be rendered with
alacrity—We believe you will be emulous of the deeds
of your fore-fathers, and will prove to the world that
the Militia of a free country are its safest bulwark—
Remember Bunker’s Hill, where the men, who but
the day before had exchanged the implements of hus-
bandry for those of war, drove before them double the
number of the far famed British regulars—Go you and
do likewise,

ANp, finally, fellow-citizens, let us all be actua-
ated by one spirit, a spirit of union, of obedience to the
laws, of firm and unwavering confidénce in the govern-
ment of our choice, and of manly resolution in the de-
fence of our rights—Let each of us, in Lis respective
capacity and situation in life, perform the part that is
assigned him, with honour, prudence and vigour, re-
membering that the proper discharge of individuval du-
ties is necessary to the promotion of the gencrai welfare
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~—Knowing that the time for deliberation is past, let us’
now act as becomes conscientious men and lovers of
their country—And above all, remembering that ¢ the
battle is not always to the strong, nor the race to the
swift,”” let us humbly and fervently implore the favour
of Almighty God upon the justice of our caufe, be-
feeching him in his mercy, speedily to terminate the
~calamities of war, and to crown us with the blessings
of a permanent and advantageous peace ! |

THE END.

i



