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.; 'I' a H~i.:.cr.1t)f; uf the frceholders nnd ()ther jnlJal>itan(s of the tO\\"n of 
IPJ:~;'r{)l'r, dnly (lHal~llt:d :.JHlle~·all)' \val'Jlt'd, iu pnLlic to\\rn-nlceting, asscm ... 

bl (' li a t I~ a Ill...' II i l l I ~d l, t Il c 4,. t h tI a y of J tI 1 y, 1 81 ~l. 

On ?nation ~[)(Jtc,J, l'hat t.he Selectnlcn he, ~Il)(l hereby are nppoiutcd, a com.,. 
Dlittee to ,vait 011 IJ~l\llJ~:I-.A ~IJA \Y, J':~q. in the nalne of the town, and 
thailk (lim for the elegant aud spil'ited oratif)n, tl.is day delivercd by hiln 
!lt the rC(lucst of the town, upon the aunivcl'sary of Amet·ic.an llldcpen
deuce, in which were cOllsitlcl'eu the t'ewlillgs, JUitllllCl'S, :.lnd l)l'inciplcs, 

'whiell produccd the gl'cat nutional c\-'cnt, anel tJIC iUl{H)l'tallt alll~ happy cf .. 
fects, general anu dUfncstic, ,vhich hfn t' ah~l'ady, Of' \1, dl forc,'c~' flow froDl 

(hat auspiciollS cpoch; anu to rC'lutsl of IUIH a tul') fUl' the press. 



ORATION-. 

---+-
DESIGN i\,'rED by' ~rorlr lnullicillal go,~erll .. 

lllellt, to assist ill tlle scrvices of tlle (la~r ~ llerlnit 111 e, 
111J" felIo,,' citizens, to congratlllate you 011 allother 
lleaceflll reJturn of tllis jOyflll allI1i,rersarjr, to eXlllt 
"ritll ~:ou ill tlle, illterestillg e\Tellts, ,v Iliell it is (le,. 
SigllC<l tC) COll1111clllorate, alld to rctrace ~()nlC of tIlose 
" fcelillgs, 111anllcrs allllllrinci[Jlcs," "TIljell lc(l to tll(~ 

declaratioll, ~llld terll1inatell ill tlle trilllll1111tlllt estilb. 
lisilinellt of (lUr lla.ti()llal in(lel)elldence. III llerf()l'lll

ing tllis alllIllai (lut y, allo\v Ille to solicit your 111ost 
liberal indulgence. Recollecting how ortcn you have 
beell (lelio-llteu \vith tlle ~lo,villo~ elo(lllellce of DlV 

~ ~ ~ v 

lJl·l)lic.ceSSl)l~S" l SllOlllll lltterly llcsllair of 8l1CCCSS, 

\vere I not Sllllllortc(l IJ~r tlle COllvicti(Jll, tllat tlle Sllll-

ject, allp::lrclltly CXllclllStc{l as it is, ,,,ill lle,rcr cease 
to be (lea,r to tlle Ileart of every llatri{)tic A.lllcricarla 
'I'he lapsc of time, whilst it may illlpair somcthing of 
our origillal iJlterest ill tlle eVcllt, ,vill cOllfirln tllC 
l)rillcilJles of tlle revoillti()n, allu add '\1 ei~llt to tlle 
lessons of ,vis(lolll, ,vlljell it is calclliitteu tll ill1I)al~t. 

In recurring to the pedod of our cmancipation, whai 
are tIle oLjccts ptescllted to our vie\v? 1\ virttlous 
and magnanimous pcoplc, wHhout llolitical ol'galli .. 
zation, without military force, without fiuanchlJ re",-



SOUl'CCS and without allics, stl'l1g~~l i tlf' agajnsL oppl'es
sion, cOllsciollS of Hm plll'ity of Lia'it, yie\Ys anti Lhe 
soundllBss of tlll'ir Pl'illriPl{,~" "llim~l.Led hy an al'dol' 
W hieh nI) di 'i,',OIll'2' ,~e :W'I. t ·:~ou ~ d. a.1I a y, i Ul pd led Il ~ 
a d:',h~rmiu:1tion, whieh no da,u~t'-l' ul'::~(l app:l.l, re· 
lJ~illg lll)(Jn tl1P. sllliles ()f lleal'ell 3Jl{1 tllP,ii' ,J\VIl I,r:tre 
11eart!'!~ bidding a pl'oud defbnee to a. great awl yie. 
tod/Jus POWet', resisting to blooll, and 1'1_'.si~til1;; with 
StI e e e s ~! I f S II e Il a Sl} c c t a, eIe c () \11 (1 Il a 1'l11 j- fJ, Il () f 
inspil'illg even the pnssing sti'anger with the deepest 
interest, with what enthllHiastie llflmjrntion OU:;;lt wer 

IDJr countrJ'"l11ell, to {l\vcll 011 tl!c llicttlrc. SOlIle ()r 

you fought the gloriolIs battles of the rcvolutiun in 
the field, or maintained its pl'lnc;plcs in the scnate. 
M'any of yon participated ill tbe hopcs antI fears of 
that eventfIll period., cheerc{l t.he cffaL'ts of the cum· 
batants by Jour smiles, or sustaincd their fortitudc 
by your cxample. j)la'~ ~ . ~ descclld. 

al~ts uf tIlOSP, 'VilO .tctory, or tri .. 
unlplle{l ill tlle ar(ltlOllS cOllfliet; all(l all ()f lIS are 

this {lay l'caping the fl'uits of those Jiclds, whieh theil' 
bl'avery defended, enjoying the hlessings of those in
stitutions, which the1r ene.'sy ser-urcd, and exuHing 
ill tlle (]eatliless fillne, ,vIIieli tJlcir v·'tlott)' alld ,ri,~doln 
have shed on our countl'Y. 

'This celebratioll, therefol'e, cannot be rcgarded as 
a Illere l)olj(la,~,., (lcsigllc(l to alllllse tlle e~re anti lIe .. 
light the fancy of the hUe, the vulgar and the dissipa
ted, with the exhihition of splclHlitl amI lluIl1caniu3 

pagea.Iltl'Y; let it r:ttljcr Le eOllsecrate(l to tllC IJllr

p(Jse of revivilJg arl«] illl[lressillg tlle 'Je~t lessoIls of 
!li o l i ti Co il, l 'v is ( l U 111, a Il (l () f i ) l S [l i r j Il g t l. a tar II e 11 t a Il (1 
exaltc{lln ve of CJ()lllltl'Y, ,vllie]l is tlle surest l'nsis f)f 



Jla1.i( Hl cl1 ~:l'l~a t nes ~. TIl t ltis ri e yr, tlle olJSer,r~il1 c.c of 
()llr 11~tti(H~:11 tlUnl\,:ersn r1l, ~is e()llslstcllt eflll(lll,~,yitll tlle 

~ '1 ~ 

didates of good feL'lillg, aud the maxims of l'1l1ight-
cm'(1 pol iey. IL bl'!n2:~s to the aitl cf patriotism the 
llO\rel-rtt! lltli}tt,ll)le of S:ll11[HltllY, all(l (1(lf18 to tlle Ctlll·· 

YlctioHS of l'cason the encl'gy of entlmsiasm. It in .. 
,,~ites llS to ltl~r ~tsi(le: ()tller cares all(l attractic'l}S .. l(} 

~ , 

unitc in traeing our lmmblc origin, OUl' steady am} 
rapid Pl't:~;l'ess, in rceounting om' dLUlc;crs anu suITer
in~s~ our triumphs and suceesses, in recogllizillg the 
l'clati()ll tllat COllstitu tes llS ()lle l)eol) le, ~lll(l tracing 
tlle (luties an(l (}lJji~~lti{)llS ~lrisill~ Ollt ()f tllat relatioll, 
and jn animating our heat'ts with glowing images of 
llatiljlJal gl()r~" allll 11:ttiollftl greaJtrless. "Vllert~ is tll(~ 
lle~lrt S() e() I( l ~ or tlle lIliIl(} so pcr\Ters('., tllat it CilIl 

tl1r1) a\vay fr()tl1 a l)tlrtie1.llH.tiOJ} ill SUCII a solerrlllitJ~' 

\vitllOllt fce.1illg ellliglltclle(l ill tlle COllrse of social 
(Illty, all(l il 11 i In. ate !l. t:: 111U~)e 9 .. t~ti':I~ p,x ~rtjoll ill pilr

su j 11[~ j t ? 
-"rl1ilst ,,, it!l t,11cse ,yie,,"s ,ve celcbra1le Ollr Clllanci .. 

P:ll!{111 fl~c)ln tllt~ parcl1t state, let lIS, 111Y COlllltr:,rllle.tl, 

gl.ltlrU ~tg~tillst all (ltlllger(lllS errors of feelillg ,111(1 of 
j li (lgme.ll t, to 'v llicll it IllH,y leatl. I..4et llot tlle IJitter
lless of ani!llOsity 111illgle ,vitl) Ollr joy. Gotl furLid 
tllat ,ve S110111(1 sct allart tt ua,y, for tllc 11111101y llur. 
l)()se ()f ellerisllirlg ]lutrclI allll l)erlle.tllaltillg rc\renge. 
U l)(}ll tlli S Slll)ject, tllC declaratioll ~f ill(lel)Cllt!CI1CC 

rc,llls to IlS all instructiv"e lt'sson. III t]lt~ Ileat ()f tllC 
al (lllOllS eOllflict, tlle autllors of tllat 11a!Jer, (lesigllC{l 
eXllressly to set fortll tlle ,vrongs aIlt1 c' i ~ ! 

W lrie Il e,()m11e.l the,m to tlle Il] o~ ,r [lJe lllH,glla .. 

!1 i Hl it Y 1(, J fl ~ t lill dillIllee fo 11 tIl tIl ey ,vill re ~~lrd 
,. I _ d~111UeJl like all otbe!' people, cl1cmies in wm': ill 



Ileaee frietl<ls. 'l~lle "ral~ of CIU:lJlCillatioll tllrnctl lil'-
OIl a great ({llest-ion of rigllt. ~\'l(tllY of tlle Illost CIl

lightenell men in England, in and out of pal'liamcnt, 
,,,?u.rnl1y e~r)()llSe(l tlle, Alllcrie:lll CaJlse. 'l')lc a(llllin. 
istl'ation whieh took the opposite grollud has long 
since passed away, am) the passions and resentmcnts 

" 

of the cont.est have l!.\ssed away· with them. 'rhe 
conllllcrciaJ au(1 int.ellectu:ll illterC(,tlrse, \\Tlliell ,vitIl 
liberal views we maintain ,rith England, may he of 
tlle most l)enefieial aJl{l illteresting llatllre, arisillg 
from the community of origin and language. :From 
Iler lltt\7e ,ve deri,re(l our l(l\\fs, learllill~, taste, litera
ture all(} SCiellc.e, ()llr l)rillcilllcs of g()Verlllnent allu 
Ollr lov'e of lii)erty . .1\11(1 \re ,·llerisll tlle Il()pe, tllat tIle 
peri()ll is U{)t distallt, ,yltell Olll' C(jllntry slIall reflect 
bacJ{ SOIlIe portion (Jf tllat l i~;l.lt, ,viIielI tlle gellius 
of Englall(lllas s() li1)erillly shell ()n tlle "Testertl COll

tincllt. E,Tcry COllsiiler(lti{)ll, tIlettefore, of eIlligllLell" 
cl1I)oliey, of lll:lllly feelillg, ()f 1110ral antl rcligiolls 

(lut y, COllspire to ree{)nl111ellll tile lll:tgnanimous SCllti. 

111ellt of tllc (lee'lctratit)ll t.r ill(I(.~I)ell(lenec. 

Let IlS Tl(}'" ta](c ~l rlll)ll1 vic\v ()r tllC cirClll11stallce5 

lln(ler "rliiell .A-AJ11ericil "ras l)lacetl, 311,-1 tlle gileat {jUCS

ti OIl llIll)R ,V llic·ll tllt~ 'Y~lr ()r illllcllcntlence tllrlleu. 

'rlle C}l:lracter alll} COlllliti()ll of ille Britisll C(}}()llics, 

tlle llrccise }latllrc tlf tll(~ir relati(}Jl to tlle I)aJ rCllt state, 
Ila(l nc,~er bccn (lcfiJlctl, all(1 "'tlS ill ftLet little ulllIer. 
stood, by either party. Amidst the contentions that 
agitate(l tlle Britislt e,lnl)ire, (lurillg tlle first centllry 
of tIleir settlenlent, tIlese C{)l()llies, fl{)urislling in si. 
ICl1ec :tnu Ol)~ellrit~r, ,vcre tll()ugllt t()O illsigllificant to 
attl'Rct l11uch aUcntion. The eal'lyemigl'ants to Ame
fica, \\rel'C actlltLtet.l by 110 Rll11)iti(}us vie,vs of aggrltll~ 



itisement ; their sole design wa~ to f01111(1 a state, in 
whieh they and thcir deseendants might cnjoy theil' 
civil, social and religious liberties in sccnrity and 
peace. 'fbey howeycr werc no leveliers, no advo
cates for licelltiollS (l()ctrilles, "TIljeil, Ulluer tlle sIleei .. 
Oll~ llalne of li!)ert~r, 11ave sillce beell 80 llrolific a 
source of 1llisery al1(1 of crilnes. '_rlley gl{)rieu ill tIle 
constitutional l'ights of Englishmen. 'fhey acknowl
e(lged tileir allegi~lllee to tlle CrO'\~ll, lJllt tlley uniforl11-
l~· lnaintaille<l tIleir rigllt to reglllat{~ tllcir ()"Tll illter
nal C()llCCrllS, tllrougll tIleir lll'll,'ineial lcgislaiures. 
IlldustriollS, illtclligellt all(l ellterllrisitlg, altllougll 
emigration nearlJT cease(l after fIle first t'YCllty yea11s, 
tIle colonies illCl'ease{l \yitll lllleXanll)l(~(l rallillity, lln

til at ICllgtll J:.:llglal1(1, a,1(1 all Europe, Ilccall1e (leel)I~1" 

ilnpressed ,vitil tIleir va.1l1e all(1 illlIlortallce. But tllC 
s]lirit of C010llizill~ Ål11eriea, ,vas Ilot C()llfillC{l to 
:Ellgland; Frailce too, Iler UIICicIlt ri vrtl in COllllllerce 

all{l ill arms, lla{l lltrge l)()ssessi(lns on tllis Clolltillellt. 

In tlle 110rtll all(} tlle C,lst, 110 effort "ras sllarte(l to ex
ten<] Iler o \VII I)o\;ver, :lll(} crush tllttt of Iler ri,~al. 

'l~llis vexatiolls contest ,vas C()11til1Ue(1 '~Titll feellie ef-
f{)rts an(1 ,~al·iol1S Sllceess, alm(}st 111) t{) tlle peri()tl or 
tlle "rar of 1750. It calllC at last t{) he (listillctly 
llt)(ler~~tood (lr ful1y belie,~e(l, tIl,lt a pl~ell011(leratjng 

aSCCIl(lancy ill Alllcrica, lIll1st (lecide tlle, lOllg an(l ar
(luuus C()11test, iJct,yeell tllose ri,:al llo,,~ers. It ,vas 
certainly a singIllar phenomenoIl, that a f;reat fjuestion 
of Jlatiollal a,ggrtlll(lisell1cllt, IJct,veCll the C()llrts of 
Lon,l()n aIlll Paris, Slll)llll} IJc cleci{lell iltl tIte illtcrior 
of Anleriell. Sllell JlfJ'Ve\Tcr 'Yits tlle fltet; (tll{l tlle 
ballks of tlle St. Lalvrcnec Ull(l tlle silores of tlle 
<i\mcriean la<kes, \vere destille(l to be tlle tllca.tre (}l) 



\v)llell t.l!is great llri,:e "rtlS t() Ile COlltl~ll(lell f~Jl\ 'rl1(~ 

,~ig()r of tIte, eOlltest '-'?'lS Ilr')l)()rli.()ll~tte t() the nlH~lli ... 

tiltle of tlle staJ{e. 'I~Jjl~ etl~orts (,1' ]~llgl(i~l(l \,,'e,l)(~ 

cllrcrfulljr alle} l)(},\~erflllly SeeOll(lf~tl l)y tllo~e (lf Ilcr 
CC,lollies, tllrollgll f(lllr sllc/cessi\"c ~~f',ars, Ulltil (tL leilg!ll 

tlle l)l,11119 ()f ALrnJlall1 ,yitlleSSctl t}Je tril1111l)ll (lr tileir 
llilitetl \7alor, :lll{1 tJIC b,lllttllt Ulltl lalllclltC(l\\r olre 
l)lall~e(l tlle c,russ (}f St. (te()rf;e lIP{}l1 tlle to\\rers of 
({U,ellec. 'l~lle pcact~ of 11~(lllt~lillJ)le(lll, ,;rllicJl soon 
f()1Io,ve{1, secllreu tlle COllq'rlcst, "rllicll 'ialor all(l per
se,,~erallce ll~t(l "VOll. ~~rallce relillfll1islled Iler llreten
SiOllS, al](l left G'rc,tt Hrita.irl "ritllllut a rival, on tllis 
extellsive fjell} of gl{)r~1" all(l of ellterllrisc. 

'fIle American et11011ies, ,1S tlley lla{l nla(le cxtraor
dillary efi1urts all(l sacrifices in lllailltaillillg tllis strug
g]e, rcasollably expceted to SlItlre lil)erally ill tlic 
gl()ry an(l a{l,"allta,ges of its sllccessflll iSSlle~ A Ile,,'" 

C,treer ,\~as 0IJene(1 t4) tllCil' e.l1tcrIlrise" all(l a 11e,v' 
sprillg g;i\TCll to tlll ir }lopes. It ,vas llardly to llC ex
Ilccte(1, tllat tllis 1110nlellt of jo~· alld of trill11~~'J~,,;)VOllld 
lJe scizctl I)y tlle a(lnlillistratioll, ,iS tlle oec.aSi()ll of 
i III Ilosing 11e,v bllrtllells on tlle colonies, :lllfl of tt5sert
illg ll'lllge.rous allll alarll1illg clailll~. Buel} 110,,-~,~el' 

l)ro,~eu tllC evel1t. Grcttt Britaill, llea,;ily IJresseil by 
]ler llatiollal deJJt, ellllallee(l by tlle Ilr()SeC,11tioll of tlll~ 

·late ,var, ~vitll al11Jer 11atiollal gl{Jry, I)ore, Ilcr IJllrtllell 
\vitll SOllIe illl[)aticilee. Altll()llgll, in filet, Rri1]~11 

,. ie"rs al1d illterests llt\(1 l)een illc lea{lill~ 111()tive it) 

tllat ,var, tlle a{llnillist,'n.t.ioll afl"ectc(l to COllSi(lcr, tllltt 
f )IP, ))rotection, CXte.l1Sioll ,lI1(1 secIJrity of tllC eoluJlic~ 
'rer(~ Illore cxcltlsirely tlle eatIse ()r ,va,gillg it" fl!)(1 

tlll·l~ef~}re, tllttt tl)e~· Ollf;llt to COl1tril"lte lil)l~rallJ' t() (11 
l p \ ~ i ~ t t p t Il p. 1 ~ Il r f lie Il • ,\ lr.i C l. i t Il: t ( l j '111) {}!-. p, ( l f) 11 111 { 1 



ln()tller COlllltl'Y. 'fl)r)'c ,va·s at lenst enoll t;ll of jus .. 
tice or of plausil)ilit.jr ill this suggesti()n, to llrO{lllc.e 
all im pressiOll 011 su lJcrflci:ll illIll c in tereste{] rllill(] s. 
~~Ilgl!ln(l lltld 11 ° "r "Titllesse(l RI1(1 felt tlle gru\ving 
strengtil all(l reS()llrCeS of tlle eolollies. Pal'lia.lnr, Ilt, 
sceOlldillg tlle ~vie,vs of tlle lnillistr)-, "TitllOtlt stoPIling 
to iJllj uire illto ille true 11atllreJ of tlle rp lation ill ,y Iliell 
the C{)}ollies st()()(}, nffectell to regartl t}le.tn as an ill

tegr~tl part of tlle Britisll e111llire., o,rer '~Vllicll tIleir 
llo,ver of legislatillg "ras ullquestionable al}(l Ulliimit
etle "Tithill t,\~O years after tlle lleac.e of 1763, tlle 

rigllt ,,,as (leliLeriltely assert.ed, all(l tlle il.ttellll)t )leaC

tica,lIJT Illa(]e tl) raise a rC\"elll1e ill Alleriea. Allleriea 

soleulnly protest.ell agaillst tlle assllll11Jti()11 of tlle right, 
all(l })olt11y resiste(l tlle exeeution of tlle. measure. 

Sile ackno\v le.lgc(l tlle duty of alle.giallce anti fi,lelity 
to tll~ cro"vn, sIle all{J,,~ed tlle rigllt of tlle I)arent 

COlllltry to regulate Iler exterllal COll1111erce, all(1 \vas 
content to yiel(l Iler a 1110llOP()ly of that COlunlerce ; 
but sIle strel1uously (lellie(l tllat sIle was bOlllld by 
acts of pal1lialuellt, ill "'''}lic}l slle "ras Ilot reIJresente(l, 
to ,vlliel} sIle 11ad gi,ren lleitller all express nOl~ ilnpli
elI assellt, sile assertc{l that Iler o\vn pr(~VillCial legis
latures exercise(l tlle functions of l}ul'lia.nlerlt, ,vitl1in 
tlle spllel-ae (lf tIleir juris(liction, tllllt sile llael always 
mallifestc(l a ,villillgllcss to bear Iler share of tlle COIU

mon 111lrtllellS, tllat tlle alarllling assulnption of- Ilo"rer 
011 tlle Ilart ()f Grc,lt Hritaill, '\T~lS all elltire sub\;ersion 

ofller \Vllfl]e C()]lstitlltioll :111l1 franle ofpolity, eqllally a 
violatioll of tIte ]ltiYileges of tlle CJol()oists, gllaranteed 
by cllilrter, :111(1 tIleir llJlaJipnable rigllt~ as 8ritisll sllb
jects e '!'llesc COllSi(ler!ltiollS "rere rel)eatc()l~r llrget) on 
tlle part (lr 1\ 111Cl'ica, ,,, itll :t f()rec tlf reasollillg \\rhicl) 



10 

Ollgllt to }laye IJl'ollllcc(l eonv·icti()ll, Rll(l ~t '\'"tlrllltJl ()f 

l' ltlqll Cl} ce~ 'V llic Il S 11()U' (1 itt lcas t lItt ve C{)ll ei li~ttc(l re .. 
SI)Cttt. ])llriI15 tell ~"e(lrs, fJreat 111'ilttirl l)crse\'ere(l 
ill tl.is att.e111l)t l)y a series of lllcaSllres, by SOIlle of 
,,, Iliell sIle siu1I)ly assertc(l tIle rigllt, \vitll(}ut n.ttell1Ilt
illg to cllfurcc it., <lll(l l.lY (}tllers illll)lict) tIlje rigl1t, 
,vitIlout cX!lressly assertillg it. J3l1t 1\111erica ,vas too 
sagac.iOl.lS l](}t t{) llerceivp, al1(] t()() (leterlllillC(l;, not to 
re-sist tI le att.ac.l~, ,vllate,·er sll:tlle it Illigllt ;aSSllme. 

DUl'ing this period, mallY mcasures of coercion were 
a(lor,te(l, tUt) fOrlni(}tll)lc J}()t to excite alilrlll, :all(l too 
illlol~eile to C,f)1111)cl ae.qnieseellee. r;l'CU.t Jlrit,till at 
lCl1gt1l I)ereei,~c(l tllc Ilec.essit~7 of al)tll](}()llillg ller {lre

tensiOlls dto~eUICl', Ol' of mn.intaining them by milita
ry foree. III H.n 110Ul' ()f fatal (lcltlsioll, sile a(loptc(l 
tlle latter alterllative. AnlcricR lla{l ll() ~tlterllative, 

lJllt to joil1 ill tllis al)peal to ttrlllS. SIle asli.c.tl for no 
ellHJlge, sIle \v iS)lc(1 for ll() l'e\r()ll.ltit}ll; lIll to tlle l'erlT 
nloll1cllt uf tlle lleclitration of ill(lellCll(lcllCe, sile pro .. 
fessed Iler attacillnellt to tllC ]{ing, t.lle goverllll1ent, 
tlle la\vs tind illStitutiollS of G'reat 11rit.aill. SIle ue. 
sirerl ()111y to 1)e lcft in tllC llllllisturl)e(l e,l1jo~rm,ellt of 
l·igllt~, e~~el1tial to Iler existenee tlS a frec Ileollle. But 
filltlillg Ilcrself 110t oilly lll)an(lolle(l hu t :lttac]{eu, u~r 
tile pf)\\Ter t() ,vlliell sIle ll~t(l l)cen aecllstometl t(l lo()k 
fl)l' 11rOl:ecti()n, lloth illS rClllU iuell lJU t to (lissol ve all 
cOlluectiun with tlmt power, to implol'e the blessing 
of llCitVPI1, al~ll t{) 1)ro\7ifle ft)}' Iler saft~ty by tlle orgall .. 
izrttitHl of :tIl illUcI1Clluept gr,\rerll1ncllt. 'rlle, cvelIts 
that foll(H\'eu nec too well kJlown to re(jull'e recapitu
lation. Ameriea fought lJl'avely, she fllught success
fu11,y, anu the peace of 1783 eonfhmed the sovereign
ty ,llltl iu{le.l)Clldellce of tllfj Uuitetl Sta/teit God 



ft 

grant tllat it n]a~r fore,"er SeClll'e tllern tlle blessillgs of 
cflllal la \v s a 11(1 free go,~erll111ell t. 

SlJOll after tlle e~taLlisllmellt of pcac.e, eXIleriel1ce 
(le 1l10llstratc(1 tlle tItter ille0111(lC te lley of t.lle fi!'q t !,'lI(le 

sysLetl1 of COllfcllerlltioll, to ma.intaill our resl)ect~tl)ili .. 
ty abrQa(l, allu mtlre especially to extell(l allecluatc 
'protectj()n to C.OlIllllerce. 'fIle g()o(l SCllse of tlle 
c()untry lou(lly denl~ltl(le(1 a Illore perfeet forn1 ul' g{,\r .. 

erlllUeJlt, l)ctter tL(l,ll)te(l to its COlllliti()ll alltl "rants. 
~[-{encc ()lll' presellt COIlstitlltion ()l'igillate(l. 1.~llttt 

eonstitfltioll ,ras f()rlllC(l anc1 ~t(l0J.)tell, sllccessflllly 
carl~ie(l iJltO 0llcration, a:ltl D.I)l~l' n.flll1illistcre(1 by 
"\\T clsllillgton, tlle belovc(l all(l rell0,,:tlC(1 lllili(:tll1Y 
c)licf, ,vl!o lla(l so ofteJl lell ~~()tlr arlllics t{) vietorJr, 
nlltl \,,110 t}lUS a(ltlc(l tlle CrO\\'ll (]f civi(~ IICJI1()r to tlle 
in1llerisllable l,lurel, w llicll alrea.{ljT lJ(}llll<l llis 'r i(~tori
()llS lJr()"r, 

It IlccoInes 118, on all occasiOll lil{c tll.iS, to elltlea
yor t{) lllaJi.e a jllst estill):'ite of tlle ,'(tIlle of ill(1eIJen.
{lCIICe, ~tn(l to COllsi<ler its e:[ccts, ill the l)rCSellt (~Oll .. 

(litioll allli futllre pr{)Sllects of our CI(}lllltr,\~{, J.jy Iler 
(leclara.ti(}ll of ill(ICI1Cll(leIlee all.} tlle lll"illcillles ex
I)rcssly clsserLe(l (Jr l)rtlcticfllly faailltair 1\(1 l}J~ tlle eon· 
stitutioll of gelleral go,rel111l11Clfi, all{l tll{)Se of the sC'l .. 

el'~ll states, Ameriea ba.s llazarded a 1)4J1(1 ~lttelnI)t to 
c.stal)lisll alllure Ilerfeet state of civillilJcrt,y :tnll pOll .. 
lllar g()"\?erllnlellt, tlllLll tllC eXlleriellcc of tlle ,vorld 
llas ~ret \viLl1CSSc(1. 'Tlle \"llole forlll all(l tlleory of 
Iler l)olit~'" is foull~led 011 the prillcil)le, tllat tlle ll(-ill[)i
ness {)f tllC llcol)le is tlle only Ipf)itilIlate ot.ject (Jf g()V

erll111cllt. 'fllCY llrofess to gll:lrantee to every iillli\j. 
-lual, lJY' fixclI a11u llerlnaIleIlt lavrs, tlle security of 
Ufe, liberty, lH'opel'ty, reputatioll amI the rHll'suit of 
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IHt fl Il in ('~s, the ri!;h t o f f1'l:'(~ d j;;. ('1lS;~ io Il u pon e very 
slIlljl-'d, hy sp(IP:ch, Wl'itill~ IlIHl [I1'il/nn;, the mw~t Ull

l i ~ 11 i l e {l t ~'\ 0 l (. l ~ t - tI r t. ) l e l' i g; h t ~ () f c o li S ~ i e Il c e all (l 01 

\V()l'Sllirl, alld atl elltire l1Jlcl alls()lute PXellll)~ioll frolll 
all e.xerdse. of arhitl'al'Y pO\vm'. 

l\t tIle !lel'iorl ()f tlle settlell1l'11t. of .l\mcric.ft, tile }1rirl
dples of government luul hcgnl1 to be fl'ee1y di~(',n!'i~

ed, in (heat Bl'itain, HIHl the l'lght~ or thp people to he 
ma.ill1-nillcll, l)~! Sfl111e tlf }lPl' 111()st cfllfllent eiYilial1s. 
'flle cxten~i()ll ()r COlllllleree Hll(l tlle ai,ts~ the (lill'u .. 
SlOl1 of "ycaJtJl ,tll(l illte.l1isene:c, ttle illfltlcllce ()r leal l l1-
ing all<l iI1(lnstrJT, llR(l ~re(ltl)T a.ltereli (lIl(l ele'~tltell tlle 
COI1(liti()n (lr sotiet~,., {lll(l IJrou~llt f()r"rnr(l a Ile\V cla,ss 

t. l_ 

o f III e Il, ,r Il () l{ Il e \v t} l eir ri Sh t s n r l (l fe It t I.l c i r I) o \V er, 
all(1"y11() COlll(] llflt ]on~ I}(ttielltl~y· slllllllit tll a st,tite 

of feu(l,ll \7rtssttlage, 'v lrie.ll 1}[L(1 ils origill ill all igll0-

l~allt all{l l\lilitar~T ,tgP.. :lt 'VitS l}el'll(ll)~ tite irl'e.gnlttr, 
violellt an(l ill-(lil'eete(l etl'~)rts of Illel1 lil\e thp~c., 

strl1p;gl il) g agat 11st ille Il i nil l )l'ero~aj,i ,·c c laill1s tlf a, 

~)ll}l'iciullS Dl()Il(trell (\1)(1 1t jPcll()llS C:ll'istoerac~y·, \Vlli\.·Jl 
.... brought the ilt-st C hadl's to the hlode, and tC1'l1linated 

ill tlle lJSnl' jlati()11 of (~r()lll'Vcll. llut tlle rC\r()llltion 
of 1 {j88~ forc\'er C()l1scl·r,ttc(l tlle triu)1}l)l} (Jf civil lill .. 
c,rty alltl 1){)IJlllclr l'igilts, Hl1(1 11r;tetically (leclarc(l" tll11t 
a free ~n ,·el\lllnell t, sec 11 rillg tlle Ila IlIlillCSS of all, 11Y 
just and l'fl'Ial la ws, is the constit,utioual prerogative 
of E11r,li~hlnen, :LI1(1 tJlat 'v llcllcv'er g()VCllI1Inellt sliall 
cease to ~1'(t]lt !lr<Jteeti()ll, slll.jects l11ny 1(l,vflll1~r eease 
t{) J' i e l ti Il) b p, (l i e Il c e . Att)l e Il er i ( ) (l () f (J u reOl a Il e i Il a., 

t i l) 11 , t 11 ese I) r.i Il e i I.l les, a ] ,va jY seIl el' i s Il C (l 'v i t Il C o 111 l) l tl ... 
(~eney, lla,tl 1llHÆlc ,t (leell ill11)res~iull lll)()ll tllC lllil1(ls 

of tl1C Aluerican I1C()lllc. 'I~lley jtlstly reg~trlle(l Eng .. 
la,n(l as tlle Ollly roodel of free alld ellergetic gl)Veru-.. 
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Ull'nt. lJllt not ft,t'ling the immediate inflllence of the 
111(lllarell leal :llltl a l'ist.oeratieallJrr\llellOs, 111l)St ()f tllcir 
110t.it)11S l)f' ~llell n, g()Verlllllcnt ,vere t~ll{ell froln ille 
l)Oliulttt· l)l'Hue Il ()f tlle ]~ritisll COllstitlltion. 'l~lley 

,ret'e tOll liberal Ull{l ellli~lltel1e(l, e,·ell ,vitil tlle feel. 
c.' 

in~s of' 11cIHlgllanee t(},var(ls (j-rf'at 13ritairl, \V Iliell 
tllev thell PIl tel"taillcfl .. 11(Jt tt) avajl tllell1Sel'jcs of <lll . . 

tlle fi() \'anta~ps ()f snell ,l 111()(lel. 

'J~h('s{'. l)ritll·.ir)ll~S ()f c.ivil1ilJert),., Ullfl tl1is sJTstelTl of 
l)o!)llla.r ~~l)\"(,l'nnl(lllt, _·\.l11eri(~~l )Ul~ atte,1111)te(} to 111aill

taiJl ftl1fl I)t'llr~('ttiate, ,)~~i!~ell)a.ll~' b~l' tlle 111ore C0l11jllete 

extellSi{)ll, (lp.yeltf[l{\lUeJlt aJl(l Ill1ttctic,tll a(1{)lltion of tlle 
I,rilleil)le of rel)l"'~.sellt~ltioll. "l'}lis pritlcillle is tlle 
great allc} cnpita,l in1l),ll)VelllcIlt of 1110(lerll tilIles. 

N{)tllillg at all silnil<lr (lr eflui,~alellt to it, was known 
t(l tile. govell )1111cnts of allti(J U it,)? • It COllSists in a ju
dici()llS selectiorl (Jf ,l fe 'v , to exercise tllC l)()"rers of 
go,·ernment ill trust f()l' the 'v llole. It is, in faet, tlle 
onlJi nl0(le, lJY "rhicll a ntl.lllerous people Catl exercise 
allY direct (,()lltrol over tlle a<lnliIlistration of its gov. 
ernll1ent. 1~liis prill~jl)le llas been IOllg recognize(l alld 
,raluerl, Ull(l seClllS il1ter,vo\t~ell illto tIte very forill and 
textllre ()f ()llr soeiet.y. Its use is as familiaJ' in l)ri ... 
-rate as ill I)llblic affairs. 'Vllel1ever any nUlnller of 
in{livi(lllals lla,'c occasio,11 to act in cOllcert, ,vllatevel~ 
111(1~7 I)e tlle nature of tllcir orgalli~ation, or tlle object 
of associcltillg, aseleet Dllnll,cr is {lelegated to delib .. 
erate al1(l aet for tlle ,;vllole. It is ~rortllY of rClllark, 
tllat t))i~ great lea(ling prineiple ill our goverIlmelIt 
(loes '110t (l(',rive its sanction from tlle COllstitutioll, but 
OIl tIte COlltrary, gi,res to tllat COIlstitlltioll all tlle snIle. 
tioll it l)()ssesses. 'l~llc (l(loption of tllc constitlltioll 
it~clf, the highcst ad, which a peoplc can exercise" 



\\'as clltruste(l to reIlreselltati v"es {lelngat",{l f()r t.11ttL 
!)11rIJosc. 11!S tile (lr,let ~ "tl 0tjJfl1ti(,11 ,)r til is lll'illril)le. 
lnRY be extellsively Ilellefieial, it is also Ct11)able of 
great and dangerous abllses. But ,,,Ilen l)ropcrly 
DIO(}ifiell an(1 regulate(l by a (lue atljtlstl11cllt of the 
right of suffl'age, its only effect should he, to clevate 
to office mell of ca!lacity allll irltegl'ity, lli!villg a conl~ 

m()n illterest ill tl1C trust tJICY a.re to exercise, and \VllO 

will exercise it lln(ler a (leep scnse (l)f (illfy an(1 rc
sponsibility. The reIJl'eselltatiy'e, ,vill tllell be a l)re .. 
cise miniature of tllC constitllent bo(lJr, cOlicelltrLlting 
and prescrving all its lilleaments antl feattlres ill exact 
proportion. A go\rC.l'llmellt tililS COllstitllte{l, ,vill 
coml)illO strength witll frecdonl., It '\.' ill C()OlIUan(1 tllC 

talents, sagacity, pru(lence allll e.xllerience of its Jllost 
enliglltened citizellS, ill (le\risillg mea.sures, allU tlle 
moral and pllJ~sical ellerg~T of tllC ,vIlole lleople, in 
slIpporting antI eXCclltillg tilCl)). 

Hut I Ilasten fron1 llursuillg tllis uetail, to 
present tlle sul)ject ill a point ()f \'iew, pcrlJaps tnore, 
illterestillg. Lookillg at the actutll cxtCllt of t}lt~ Ulli. 
ted States, t!!e ullsettlc(l Itll1(ls ,vitll!ll its ackll0wl
edge(l bou.nllaries, Ollr (lispositioll to emigrate e\rCll 

bey()ntl tllose boun(laries, tlle rapidity ,,,itfl \\'Illcll 
population and settlelnent is advancing, may we not 
antieillate tlle time, at IlO very remote perio(l, ,,'Ilell 

tIle ",·}]()le northerIl COlltinent of Alnerlea slIall be in. 
habite(l bJ'" a lleople, speaking one language, posscss
ing the arts and cnjoyillg tl1e comforts an(} refinements 
of ci\rilization, enjoJTing an unlimite(l foreigrl com-
merce and intelrllal illterc,ourse, ardently attac)1e(1 to 

tllC principles of civil liberty, and praetically famili~l" 
,vitll the forms of rellresentative government? 



-"Vith the improvemenls rapi(lly taking place in 
tl1(~ r l,l.~ ~11aJ \Yl ll\ a l)·;:c to a (legree oJ" l1atit)nal 

gralllieur Dlorc elevate{l, a st~tte of societ~r nlore l"e· 
fillC(l al}{] l)erfect, tIlall tlle ,,,orIll has ~Tet \Vitllesseu ? 
Oll lnuy tIlese brigllt pl'ospects Ilrove not tlle airy 
visiollS of an ar(!ent imagillatioll! It (lepelids 011 
~roursel've,s, l\nlericans, ,viletller so fair a prOSllect 
sliall be blasteli. Military eorruption or political de .. 
pravity, tllc mad ambition au(l pl)ofligacy of rulers, or 
tlle degeneracy antI dellasement of tlle people, clan 

alone eradicat.e tlle prineillles of liberty, blast the 
llolles of refillemellt, and bring back anotller age of 
(larkness and barllarism. Bow solemn an admOllition 
is tilis, D1Y countrymen, 110W powerful an apI)eal to 
the heart of tllr patriot an(} philanthropist, to eherish 
the national and manly virtlles, to banisll all nal-ro,,", 
selfish vie\vs, to frown "ritll inllignatioll on tlle arts, 
alld fl-au{ls, and intriglles of designillg men, to culti .. 
vate tlle lliglle.r po,\'ers of intelleet, to cllcrislt the 
Jlobler feelillgs of Ilatriotism, to diffuse useflll and 
practir.al truth, ill or(}er to qualify a11d sustaill us for 
the lJigll career of natiollal glor~,-) lvllicll Pruvidence 
lla~ Opelle(l to our vie",r. 

The occasion reqlliit~, ~l)at we should take a nearer 
,·iew of tlle actllsl con(lition of our country, ,vitll re· 
ferellce both to its external relations and internal 
policy. 'rile, llapllY rettlrll of peace, f()r whic]l out" 
gratitu(le is so justly (]lle to tlle protecting mercy of 
Heaven, having relicvell us from suifering, agitat.ion. 
and alarm, allo\,rs llS? leisure to survey (.llr c.on(lition, 
Rlld prepal'c for 0111' flltllre (lestiny. AltllOllgh a sea
son li]{c tIlis, (livests tlle 'political intercsts of tlle da~~, 
of that (lee.p anti earnest interest, whicll ,ve feel undel-



ill e 11 r fl S S u re of 1110 r e t l'~y i Il~; C i ec rI III ~ ta 11 e e ~, t 11 ~~, o c e fl ... 
SiOl1 ,,, il \ l~e illll)r(},,~e(l IlY tlle 'v i~e a,ll( l reaec.Lin,;~ fi)t' 

callll tllpliLcrati()ll. l-lut ]}()\Y l)aillftllly (lops this 
scene. of tra,nq,lillity' all{l .. el)o~c COllt l'(l~t \ritll tlle (leej) 

all(l ~t\\Tflll rl(rb~, Ol~ llrel)tlra,tirnl, 'v 11ie Il rea,ehes liS frOlll 

Eurol)e. ()il ,,V ,Ill) CUJl east tl 1110111clltiLry \7"ic',v 

O'er the vinc-c0vered hills :lud gay· regions of France, 

antI not turn a,vay "titil lnill~led elll()ti(,JIS ()f llorr'or, 
indignation and plty. 'I\venty-five years have now 
elapsed since tlle I{~rencll reVOltlti()ll blll'st UllOll tlle 
view of the astonished world, and openctl a scene of 
"tretcl1e(111CSS antl of cri~rles, of atlleisln all(ll)r{)fligaJcy~ 
utterly withollt a llarallel ill tlle all11als of llisttlry. 
Tlle Americall revoluti(Jp, 11(lS suffered an irrel)(trable 
injury by being C{)nlpare(! "rit]) tllat of }"'rtlllce. But 
tlley differe(l not less ill l)rincillle antI in ollject, tllan 
ill the nleallS, witll ,,,hielI tlJey ,velle cOI)!lnetetl, ,tllll 

tlle nlanner, in '~Vllicll tllCJT tel'hlill~lte{l. 'l~llc letl{lcrs 
of tlle }-'rencll re\TOlllti()ll, )ll:tl1ifestin~ ~tll utter (lisre
gard to a11llrillciple ill tllcir llle~~sures, ~lllll sillcerity 
in tIleir pr(}fessions, actllatctl by (le,i{lly hatrccl t() till 
tilH.t "ras emil1ellt alltl reSl)eeL(tl)le ill cll~lr:lcter, or 
amiable ancl elegant in llHHlllcrs, or fixed and settlc<l 
ill tlle illstitlltiollS of sf)ciety, all{l illstj~ate(l IlY a 

~ L 

bOUll(lless ambitioll, reu(lily seiz{',{} Ol1 tlle clltllllsi(l~m 
thelllsclves Ila(1 excitc(1, tt) gl'tlLify' tileil· IH,lliSlJ1111t 

p~lssiol1S. ,After (t fe"r fe\Terisll ~:e(lr~ of l ihert)T, this 
]!()rrillle revolllti{)n tern1illuJtc(1, "lS :lll refleetin~ Ulell 

]ltl{l foreseelI tJlttt it 111USt terll1ill~tte .. ill :t g()V('r'fllllcllt 

of l)I)~Tsic.al f()ree, :t cruel., fer()eiollS 111ilital~Y (l P,sllot .. 
lSlll. 'l~lle l~llle ()f Ilfnl~ll)arte l\'aS little nl()llC tl1.Ql1 :t 

'~ontilllied scellC {lf ()})}) t·es~i ve Ull trttgc, (lI1(1 eOlltclllll t 



t ~" . , 
or sodal l'i;;ltts. No spot w ilh i Il the extellL of hb: 
Cl11l)il~C "ras t()l) cle\?a.te(l or t(-O ilUlll~)lp t() Ilc the 
()l)jeet (lf Ilis re~;lr(l. 'l'llC l)ll:ttee a~l{~ tllC cott{l~,e, 

t.lJc ~a.lletll:try (jf LI!c ellllrell, tllC lta.lls of SCiPIIC'.C, tll\~ 

tliliversitics ~l!ltl §ell{)ol~, tllC C,()llllt!llg .. ll()tlSe of tlll~ 

mcre-hant, thc wOl'k-:~;llOP or the ill'tiz.ln, the hallO'wcd. 
n,]lo(le frf fl()!llcstic retireIlleIlt, illeCS~'~,~l11 tl~r felt all{l 

l<llnente(1 Ilis 0llIJl)(',ssivc illUuetlce. ):Ia.ll ~~Ollal)arte 

llecll CfJl1tCllt t() e,()llfille tJIC Sl»)lere of ltis relen.t.lcss t~y'

rallBY to :Franee a.lune, the world wnuhl ha.ve ball 
less reaSOll tt) eOlnlllaill. It 'VOlll(llla\~e beef} a qtlCS ... 

tiorl fl)r ]ligll-nlill(lctl }1"4rcnclllllell alolle, ,rlletllcr tlley 
w()lll(l Slll)!llit ill silenee to tlle total Stll)ve.rsioll of 
tIl eir liuerties, (lr take l~lcasurcs fUl- tllc.ir enlallCi!la .. 
ti()ll. llut HOilallarte ,\T:1S allllJiti()\lS; all{} "ritll tlle. 
m()st po\verftll 111ilititrj~ force evpr brollgllt to ,Let at 
tlle ,vill l)f Olle l11clll, :;l'[lsllefl at Ulli\Tel~S~tl cOllq\lest. 
EllrO[)e bore ",vitll(',SS, ll{)t only to llis anl)itioll, Llut its 
fatal Sllccess. N ca,rly every capita.l of COlltinelltal 
Ellrolle, lla{l slll)luittc(l s'lcrt~ssi'Tely- to tile triuffil)llL of 
l}is arlns. 'I_~llcse. ill(]ee(} "rerc tililCS 'Vllicll appalle{l 
tIte firmest 111ill(ls. 'l~lley begall to apllrellcu(l, tl-tat 
tllc Sllll (Jf free(lolll ll~l(l set fore,"cr, and tllat societ~~ 
'VLlS {}estille(} to Sillk back into dLlr){lleSS :lnll barb~l-

" rislI1.Bllt stlutlCllly tllC ligllt of llOllC allu of jo~r burst 
witll Slllcllllor fr'olll tile ll()l'tll, tlle conq LIeror is {le. 
feate(l, llis )lort1es are scatterc(l, llitllself a fugiti\Te. 
Slle}l was tlle jt)yfLll ('lC,Cl(ll11~Lti\)11, ,,,~llicll all Europe 
reslJoll(lpll. 'l~lle fatal l)lo,\~ illdec(l 'V~tS struck. 
After a i-elv vaill alll] fruitless ~trugglcs, tlle 1)l'Ollt} all(l 

11allgllt~r cOllqucror \VilS glatl to purellase llis lire I)J~ 

tlle llllilliliatillg sllrrerltlcr of llis tilrOlle, :ln(l t<) seel( ill 
tlle little i~lall(l {)f I!' l U cl;, ~t 11l11111)le aSJ'~llllll frOIll tJle 

, 

~ 
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(',ulllempt and eSl'l'.l'ation of maukim1. Yf e, my rl'ient1~.' 
Jid l"l'joice, most sinccrely and ('ordially rcjoicc ill 
tiJis series ()f c,~ei)ts, IIOt IllcrclJ7' llc,eilllSC ,ve lla(l Sllf

ferctl inj uries ~lll(l ill(lignities fl't)}ll tlle (leSllot, llor 

lH:~C(l~lse llis fall "'''()111(11)r(}1l1otc lll.lr l)r{}sllcrity J J)tlt be
e·ause "re eOllSi(lcl~e(l it as tllC trillll1l)ll of tlle C,llISC ()f 

jnstiee, of libel'ty and humanity, and hecause ,ve sin. 
eerelJ' h{~lie,~e.(l, tllat it ,roliltl re~torc 11i1llpilless t() 

lfr~lllcc, n.n(l saretj? to tllc ,\yorlll. 
'\:}10 tllCll eall regal-tl ,vitIl cllltl illllift-erellce, tlle 

trclllCllllollS st"ll~~le ,v llicll is :l~aill uIJIlrOctc.llillg, 
\V Iliell 11~lS ttlreauy con \~erte{l ti le I)()r(lers of }i~l'allc.c 

into :t calnp, l~erllalls ere tilis, illtl) ())le ,,~i(le "Taste of 
(lcs()lalioll all (1 ()f (lent)). C~lll all tllis l)e (lo1~e to 
s ati il tet 11 C er a ,. i Il ~ suf (l Il C Dl n ~ t ~ ;~ a 111 Il i t j l) lJ? .i\ 11 (1 is 
it I)O~sil)lc to reg,lr(l tIlelt Illall ,vit)) :1)):7' feelillgs, otllcr 
thall tIl ose ()f llorror anti (lete~~tatif;ll? I ,vill IlOt 

stop (',0 011 Y to disCll~S the fllle~t"on, wltelher the Fl'ench 
Ilcople )lflve ~t l'igllt to Cl1()OSe, tllcir ()\'?ll goverlllllcllt, 

atlu p l ert tllcir ()'V"ll rlll ers, all (l "Ill' tller {)iller na tiOllS 

nluy la\Yfully iIlterfere. N ()r is tlli~ l}CCeSsilrJT, lIntil 
l aIll tUllgllt, tllut tlle necl(lmaLj{)llS ()r tl. ,"ellal all(l rapa
Ci()lIS s{}l(liery, are to l)c c4Jnsi,lerc{1 as tlle (lclibcrate 
,~oice, ()f a frce pct)ple. B()ll,ll)arte Ila!l solelDll1y re
I10tlllcell Iris pre.te 11SiollS tt) tile tllrOllC of ~"rance, ill 
tllc f,lC,C ()f all ElII·tJI1C. I-lis Slll)scqllent COllSI)iracy' 
,,'"itl} tllC ,lrll1Y of I~ouis, t() l1e, l) 1 (lee llilll ()n tllat tllrone, 
,,~as cqtlally I)Cl-fi(liuus Ull Jlis l):lrt allli ircilsonaJJle on 
tllcirs. J.lerllalls IlO l)ilrt of tllis trallsactioIl cxJlilJits a 

more clisgusllin~ spee-Lade, tlmn that of the gross iu
!':JilJcerity, trcu.chcry aud eruelty of those tiistin
~lIished men, who, · having acccptcd the honouf!:) 
aUll recch-efl the c:onfidencc of the unfOl'tullate Louis, 
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combined with l~onaparte to supplallt him. Af tet 
tllcir mca~ures ,vere ill fa,et take}}, tlle,y lll'ofesse(l 
theil' ",armest aUachment to their iUjUl'Cll king, thei!' 
det.erillillatioll to 111aillt~lill llis callRC a,gainst tllC lISLIr
Iler, al1{1 I(issc(l llis ro~rall1allll ,,, itll (lisgtlstillg S~1C(1-

Illlalley, at tile )110nlcllt tlle~T 1)etra,~1r(ll)inl. 

It is llot ill(liilt

ercllt to ot.llcr natiollS \V IlC tller 130n(1-
parte is at the hmuL of the }"l'ench empire. 'V ith hi:s 
kIlO'YJl Cllal'acter (lIl{1 '7ie\vs, "rere IlC agaill ill 110'8ses .. 
sion of so formidable a llOwer, the otber nations of 
Europe wouhl again be in danger of falling SlH~ces
sivcly under his sway, aml thus eontt'ihuting to swell 
the tide of power and of conquest. 'fo guar(l ag,ainst 
this danger, those nations must bccOl1lC esselltially mili
t.a!'y, be compelled to relillquish the arts, the cmbel
Jislllncnts and pursuits of peace, to abantlon a.ll moral, 
social all(l iJltclleetllal elllti 'Tatj~)ll, and (le\y()tc tllClll

selves exclusively to maintain lat'g;e standing al'm)cs, 
,:lt Ollce ourtllcllSOI11C to tIleir rc~ollree~, r',lil101JS te) 

tileir 111f)raJs~ ant} (1UJlgerolls tf) tileir liL'crties. 'rl1e 
~afcty all(l tlle 11appillcSS, tllcrcf()re, 11{)t of J8"'rtlllee 
only, but of the world, rcqllire that the nsul'pel' he 
instantly cl'ushcd. Gud speed the eause of the aHic~. 
ofjustiee, of liherty, and of peacc ! 

'\tr-llilt\.~vcr 111a,~· lJe tlle e,~elltual iSSl!C tlf tllis trelllCll

'!OllS I~Ollfiict, "re rej ()ice ill tllf~ l)elief, tll~lt tlle (ln.11ger 
\V Ilic.~tl "l'e f)llCe feare(l fr()111 tlle aSCell(lalle~" (lf ]~'rcllell 

1., 

po"rer, (111(1 tlle ·nl01.'e COlltaln.ill~ttillg illflllellce Or l~"rellcll 
principlcs, is forevcl' removeu. The secl'ct ~pell!, 
w hieh spcmc(l to bind us in willing chains to the cou· 
flU ero1" ~ (' al' is forever hro ken. No sophistry can 
:tgaill (lecei\:e llS int{) :1 l)elief~ tllat tlle eltlISe of BOIl,L-

prn'te is the cause of social rjghts, Ol' lTcnte a mo. 



~() 

Jl1r.lltal'~\r ~~Yll11)(ltli~~ l)et\r('l'il th,e ella\HI'~~'tll \)(' (ll\~llotyr 

i.Slll~ nlltl the fl'il'll{l:-; (Jf ei,,;l lll~ert\"" 
• 

(") f I l·· fl. • ,., . Il e f.' t l C 111lt S t n u l' n 1 u l ~.~ l} n 1 n t ~.; o ,T le, v ,Ill ,r! i i e H 

tht' Sint',f'fC 0PI)()Hf'lll.S {)r t I,e late 'vaL' ,,,itIl .I~n~/;Ll ntl 
rp~,:a 1'( !(\('I tJ:~tt inp~l.~U re," ,,,ns, t11ttt it tel)(lct.l tt) ej~u~ent 

:llltl })el'l,lCtllatB thnt (lall~~~~er()us (~ll{l (l!~~rneertll eUIl .. 

Jleet:on. 'l-lte eOlnnicreia.l l'es(rie.t.ioBs ()f l\.rneri(~:l, 

r.() r f' e SI) f) 1'1 (1 e (} i Il l) l' i li t ~ l ) 1 en, 1 ( l i Il o i ~ i e et, '" i tIl t Il e 
e(Hlt.il1f.' ntal ~~ystpnl (rr ]~"lra liCP. '"r l' (Jeelftl'e(l ,rn r a.t 

ille ln()lnp.ld~,,\rhcl' ],':1i}()lc()!: lt:1tl1)l'eI~ar('(1 the ,yi~f)le 
f{)ree: ()r 11is en)r~ire, t~) ~trii(e tlle lilst f'alitl]Jlo,y a~ainst 

tIl (', i i IJ ert i e s o r Eu l' {) p ( " ~ 11 ,~. t h t ~ C o n {l ti es t () fl t 11 S s i a .. 
() r t h l~ C 11,1 r II ete r () r t la il t , r n ",' \'~: C i l a y c () r L l' n ex II r e. ~ s e ( l 
()ur strollt; ,111(.1 <lc(-i(le(l ()llilli()ll; n,l~(lit is Hot 111)' (le
s i R; fl t (} il t l ti e i l} «t (e t!t ese II te J 1 C e C) f e (', H S 11 rp a Jj ~ l e. () Il d e Ill· 

II ~\, t i o il ~ '\ Y J l i e Il l ~ is ( t) 11 Y \v i Il 1) l- (} il o ti il r e (Hl i t S ct 1.1 t, Il o I' S • 

L c t ti s r (l tI) ert u r i l fr () III til e rev ( ) 1 ti ngs u l ).1 e et, t () t }) e 
11} o re grtttefu l tiiS li tlf COll te }n l) 1 a t.ill ~ (IlC lus LIte, \V lliell 
it l1ttS gi,~ell oeCaSiOJl to sllC-tl 011 tiJ\.~ ":\Jneriei\J1 clJttl'a,c

ter. ()ll ,,, itt) ~ha Il llcreaftee rcr)oliet:t ille b<lllttl1try 
()f l)U,r little l1ilV,y, the ]ljenl(}l'~ll)lc BXIll()its (Jf {)lll-e 

{}CCtt'il ]ler(Je~~,., tllcir sl(ill itlld ')r(t,~e.l,)r ill l)Llttle, tileir 
111()(lcl'ittioll ill '7irtory., tllrie (ljglliLy eVe}l ill (le.fcat, 
,v itll(Jll t lligller Cll1{)ti(JllS tlf l)ri(tt~ fll1(1 sati~fa_eti:)ll ilt 

tIle 11aJIIC H.lIll c.llar~'etcr (Jf :lll J\.111eric(lI1? 'l~l)at IlclVJT, 

()lle ()f tlle felv renlaillill;; frIlits of llctter e()\lJsels, 
'ha(l sur,~i\:c(l oilly Hll1!(lst the lltt~i' C(J:ltelllllt ,1Jl(llle

gleet ()r tll(JSC~1 lvllf}SC a(lnlil1istJ~(ttioI1 it }l(lS sillee (':(lll· 

tril)ld,ec1 tu enlt11'lZ(ln. l~tlt it lIns .ltlsfifietl t.he ar(lent 
11CJllcs, :lJl{l re:., iJ~e(l t}lcll~;~JJ, CXl}t',(·,tali#Jlls {)f its earl)" 
allf) e(Jl!stanL fl'iell{ls~ ;\.Jld re<lef',lUVfl tll(', rC)Hltati()J] ()r 

tIte e()UHtf\". It is IIU'.V J' ({~tl,r tite r~l' {)UI~ltc (,1' :tll ~ t:l(~ 
Jf) 1'1 ' 

] l at! ( ) fl llf e i t ~ 1) et t r (J Il S " a i l tl it lU1I sta 1 u l \ \' i l i lH.~ ~', het is 11 .. 



t~(l, j epl't.hil11~r Illeall tc.) l)cst()\v tlle Jligllest lll'ttise (\1\ 

Ow lale .A I1H'.l'll'tlll :\l'lllY when l sa-y, that in most in
st:l11ee~, tl1ey llH,~e ,rell Sll~tnjl.1e(l t}lC lligll 111ilitary 
tPl)ll La.\ iOll 'v l. ieil ero,rne(l tlle arll1S of Al11el'iea, ill 

t Il C ,\' H t () f t J i {~ r e \~ o III t i on • 

.:, l.f,~' sai(] genertll 1311rgo~yne,~ ill Ilis 111 C 1110rall le (le. 
fpllcn 1)(',ffJre lln~·littnlellt." '~if tllere cal1 lje RllY I)er .. 
~. S, }ll~, '" 1.(J ei}!l tilll1 c te) (10t11J t tIl elt tlle Alllericalls 

"l)()ssess Lllc fluaJit.y all(1 faclllt~7" of ilglltilJg (call it 
"flY \V llate\Ver Ila.llle tliey Il lea,se) tllCY a,re of a 
"l'Jrpju('liee, tllat it '\~(}lllfl be ,~e.ry al)sllr(l l()nger to 
"(~()rltell(l ,rit)l." '1~lli~ re!)lltatioll tlle b~lttles of 
Ni:l~ar~t, ()f ~PlattslJurgll ,111(1 tlle lVIississil}i, ,vill lla,~e 
1}() telt(lelle~T t() illlI)air. 111 tllis re'7ic\-v, I SllOtll(l (lo 
il)jllstic(~ to Ill:' ()"'ll fce 1 il1~!3, 11()t to n'lclltiol1 ,~rith 

lnerite{l C()llJlller:(laJ,i()IJ, ille CC)lll',tge, tlle Sllirit ~111(1 

Ilntril)tis111 ()f t.Ile ~L\.lllerie'lll Illiliti:l, SellSilJlc of tlle 
(l a n ~ er, as \ vell ,l StIl el) tIr t Il C Il, () f s tll) l) () r ti n gal arge 
sta,ll(lin~ f~}rte, it ]~:tS l)eell tlle 1)()1ie~7 uf 1\Jl1e,riea to 
arlll ~tl)(l (liHC.il)lillc Iler eitiZt',llS" fil1(} ill c·a,ses of sUll. 

(lell elllcrgclleJT
, tf) clltrust tlle sa,fet~r ()f tlle r,()Ullfry ill 

80111C 111CaSlll'C itl tIleit' zeal all(l e,()ur·~tgc. 'file ,rigor
OlIS ,1efeJleJe of lliattsl)llrgll, ()f 13altilllore alltl N e\v 
t)rIC(tl!S, Jl~lS \vell jtlstit1e(1 tllc C()Tlfi(lellCe J1el)l)seU ill 
tlle111. l nlel.Y· c\(I(l ,vit!) l)ri,le all(l \vitll l)letlSltre, tllat 
tllC :llacrit,y', ,vittl ,vIlle}. tlle 111iliti~t (jf l\/Iass~lcl111setts 

reeel1tl~r r~lllie(l at tllC e~l11 of t!leir illustriolls cl).il't~ ill 

-'v h()se jllll~ment, eOl1ra~e a'll(l l)atri{)tisnl~ tllCY j tlstly 
.fel}()~(',(i li Il li!nitp(l e{)lllitlcllce, tile ar(I()llr all(l (lisei--
l,lillo tlH:~Y p)".hj))itUll, tIte IlatieIlce tlllll (~l)l.ll'a~e they 
i11tlllifestr.,.l, l)ru,'e.t.I.~ if llr()of \vere lvalltjll;;, tJtat tIte 



~()il of feeotl()IU "'ill llO\Ver lje Slll'PCllllel:Ctl IJY its L)t(J'~ 

llriet()}'s, llu t ,vitll tlll\,ir li\rcs. 
"T llat is to be tlle flltlll'e COllfltlct {)f the U lli te (l 

~'ta.tes, is il sll~jeet of Illost illtcrcstillg lllfluir.y". o lI!' 
relll()te sittlH,tiorl 11(-lIlllily e,Xellll)ts lIS fl'O]11 tllf~ llcees
~ity ()f irlterferillg ill the "YlLlIS t)f l~l1r()I)e. J\..ltlll)u~11 

'v j tI Jar ( 1 e Il t Dl i Il (l s, it. t j s illlI) ( ) S s i lJ l C Il ( ) t to t (l "I\. c :1 li e el) 
illterest ill the l)reSC11.lt C()llfliet" t(.> llilVC OUl' Jlol)es ~l]l(l 

sJrnlI)a.tllies, tf} reel "t.llt' stI'OJ)~ (llltil)ajLI}~r ()r ~oo(l tt) 

"La,(1,'" ~yct 'V}lCll (Jtlr iiltel~~~sL~ ,tre u.IIL()tlcllCt), ~lll(l 

out' s::lfetJr 110L rll(lallg(~lle(l, it ,r()ltl(l I,)e tJIC Illere llllt(l. 

llCSS of '1tlixotislll to illterllosc \rltl! (Jur arlllS. (}llr 

tillty tilelI is l)ltlill, to l)reser,te tile ~tl·ict..e~t i1111lartia.lity, 
~tll(l to Ill(llllt,till tllis ell,tra,etcr ,ritll fil'l11l1CSS, di~'.lity 

:\11(1 perfeet g{)o(l filit Il. '1~11e course of Olll,- (l(Jlllcstic 
l)oli~y is, ,ve alll)rellclltl, lllilrk.e(l Oll t ill t~llar~teters, too 
lllaill to be lr!istl~l(lcl'~too(l. Let lIS 110lle tJlclt ille (ltt:Y~ 
{~f i(lle tl? ~~~nr"r, ()f fr-i vol()us cXI)eri Ulet} t, (tB (1 of ti at!ger .. 
OUS triflillg ,vitll our grc(tt llclti(}ll,tl illtere~ts" 'v lliell 
COlllnlcncctl ,yith the, tl{1111illistr:.tti()11 of 1\,11'. ,'efl'el'SOIII) , 
lia s l)clsse {l {t 'v a~y·, al1(1 tllH.t it 'v i 11 Le 8l1ceecllc(11)y tIl t~ 
llr0,yalcllcc of ,~ooll ~etlSe (~iltl !)racticn,l 111casures. 
·\,\r e etlll 110 l()ll~er lllistal{c :llltttllJT ful' furtiLlllle, a c()l(i 
illtlifierCllee tt. tI1C illt.cre~ts alltl glory of (lIe 11,tti(JII f()r 
11}O(ler~ltioll (111t1 i111IlH1'ti,),litj', or tlle COlltcllll)t ()f ex .. 

!)crience for the (lietatcs of llllilt)s()l)!lY. Let it Ilc tlle 
C011staIlt ol}jeet ()f ille h()\-rerJllllellt a,!(1 IlcclIlle (Jf tlJ,l~ 

-IJ nitc(l ~LLttcs, t() l)rescrve tlle l1ttilOllitl J10110111' ,lIl(} 

11atit)!)ttl Cll;'lf'lctCl'., t() cllcrlsJl Ulle reS(Jurccs (111l1 lllaill-
.; 

taill 11111)lic]{ c.re(liL, to strcll~tllcll all{I cillarge tlle 
llav.)~, to Jllaillt,till t\ Slllitli eflicicllt ,trlllY, tt) elleourago 
all(} perfeet tJIC 111ilitia, to give tllc 111f}~t ar11lllc llfU

tectioll to C(lmmf3fCe~ tl' agl'iCl\ltlll'C, allU to cvery l al II v 



tlahlc Plll'!'=uit~ tIJ promote lenrning, piety, llsefu1 inJ'Ul'. 
lIl(lti()11~; just aJl(llilJl~r,ll SCllt.inlcllts, all(l ~tl)()re tlll, tl) 

cllcrisll tlle llllitlll :lS tlle IIIC(lllS (}f ll~ttjt)llal se~ul'it~y, 

'llllIl})illeSS :11)(1 t!~lt}r.y·. SI)()ll1tl tlle tilllC e,~er Cllnle, 

'V Il C 11 () l J el) (l r ti () Il () f tIl e 1111 i o i l , i 11 fl U c Il C C (l l) j~ a 111 is -
inJ{Cll cstilll:ltc ()f 1()e,;ll illt.erests, g(),Tcrne{lJ1Jr fa.Ise 
'iie,vs (lu(l llll'Yl)ri,llJr prcjll(lice~" sllclll elltert:lill ~Cllti ... 
ments, all(l u(l(ll)t l11casures lll)s(,ilc t(l tIle rigllts all(l 

libertics of Ullotller, slloul{l factiol1, seizillg tlle lli~ll 
placcs of go\,'erllI11el1t, ,,,itil tllC tti(l t)f a lltlllleric,ll lllil-

jOl-Hy, endeavor to givc to usurpalion and injustict~ 

tlle f4JrlllS of l(l"~, silollltl tlle sl)irit (l.11(} (lesigll l)f tIle 
eOllS titt! ti()l} Ilc (lllCllly llerverte(l t() 1 e lIll i ts sanctioll 
to tIlesc l11casllrcs, slloul(l clll retlSOllttl)le 111eallS of re· 
(lress pr(),~c UllaV"u.ilillg, RIltl StIe}l a COllrse 11e S~"st3)11. 

aticalljT l)crsisfc(l ill, 11()tl1illg ,,~()ul(l relllaill to thte i!l-

jllre{l I}(lrtJ~' Lut 1'.<J lJrc;l)ill'e (lelil)crate,lJ
Y f()r tllC erisis, 

an(l t«) cxclttil11 ill tllC sllirit (Jf tlle (lcc,1:1rrltit)11 ()f in,{le. 
I)CI1(lellee~ IJerlsll tile 11111011, llcrisll tlle C()listit.uilOTl, 
tllC'J'- lltl\~C eease(l ttl llreservc Ollr lilJerties (111(1 ()lll

rigllts. lfi'Ol11 Sllet. fl, crisis, 111~lJr C';o{l in lllere:f 1{)11g; 

presery'c Ot1r l)cl{),:c(l eOtlntrJi. It lJclorlgs t() tllC IlC()

l,le of tllc U llitc{l States t() ellerisll tIle lIllion, ill tllC 
S[lil-it \v itll \V llicll it ,ras f()l'lllell, as tlle IlleililS ()f j lIS ... 

iice, of !rjcel!rit:f, ()r s~tfety alltl 'll~ll}l)illcSS t{) a11. 
'rAet tlle greai sectiollS all(l flivisiolls of tlle lJllitell 
States l,allis}l tliC It)eal prcjll (liccs :llltl llarr(}\v j ea 1,OllS

les, \v11ie.ll affect '~lllgfll' <lIl,ll sUllcrficial nljlltls, H.l1(l 

let tllel1l learl1 t() reSllect tlll~ cllar~tcter, tllC '1ic,vs, t IlB 

illtCl'csfs HJlll l\~elill~s of cael) ()tJICl\ EXI)ericllce llus 
S}lC'Vll tIlilt IIlllCll ul' th:lt 11rrjlJrlirc i~: UllfOllIl(lctl; its 
et)llSCfll1Cllees (tre {)b,,' i()llS :tl1(1 l~llllclltetl. llet,v·ce.l 
tlle (liifcrellt great seet.it))lS (lf t.llc llilioll, it, ,v()ultllJe 



easy to ilelllOllstl)H.tc all illtil)late e()111~111~!lit.~~ {)r ~nter~ 

cst; but I f·orbear. 'l~o tlle inte~l'i(jr~ tite g,)o(l se-lIse 
an(l intelligence of tIle 1\.nlel'ic~111 [le()l)lc, tllcir 11,lpI)i
ness is entrllstc(l. 

1\.Jl1ericans, let rue Ollce 111ore rca111in(1 Jr{)ll ()f Y()llr 

illustrious origi Il, UII,l :r{)lJr lligll (l;~~ S ti n~lti()ll. 011 
st~lill llot tlle l)urity of yotlr ~~O(lt}lflll ~-irtlle, tarI1i:,ll 
not tlle Illstre of YOllr e:lrly fcLllle. ])Ltllisll fr()ln )~Ollr 
couJlsels {Ile tr~litors, \V}lO \yc)ul(l 1)()iSt)ll ~T(;l1r sellti. 

Illents HJIU abtlSC )TOllr C{)l~ii(lellce. lnl[)ress 011 tlle 
mill('l~ of your cllilure11, all ea,rly antl (l,l'(lellt }()\rc of 
r.(Jtlntr~y·. (~Ilcris Il a 11atiul1al cllal~ac,ter, Clllti v ate tlle 
nati{)llal \~irttICs,,, St) sllttll Y()1l1 I)rove t.f) a rClnotc l)()S-

~t~~, tllat tIH.', 801i(l fnJJric ()f fL'ee(lolll Ull(l illflelll'll •. 

~I·u:i,.~·,;, rl}icll YOllllit'iC 110\V raisc(), is I)Ul t.~le f(J1111(1~t-
'-l '" t f- t· "l l 1 · li ,li i er nl () 11 t1111 en· f' Il it 1011 et g (; rJ; " I all l) 1-

~fl ra,lne. 




