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\ 

v N this day eighteen rears a nation \\"as born at 
once, a new order of things :!rolc, and an illuflrious rera 
in the hinorv of human alfuirs commenced. The tics , 
which before had joined us to Great Britain were fe-
vered, and we alfu~ed a place among the nations of 
the earth. 

Having delivered the nra oration that was fpoken in 
the United States, to cckhratc this great event, I feel 
myfclf doubly honored ill bcillg again called upon, after 
a lapfe of fixtecn years, to perform the lame dut),. 
Were my abilities equal to the important fubjeEt, your 
entertainment would be great; but I mull call mylelf 
on your candor, and folicit indulgence, fdl' falling far 
iliort of that difplay of eloquence which this e\;entful 
day is calculated to infpire. 
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1 t ;5 WOrlil'1' 0 rcn-:ar". tr.'l: til~ U/lco\'crr () : Ill" .. 

" ' , , 

ricl was Ileally coincident ,..-i,h the ill\'clltilll1 or th~ 
, 

2"( (,f prl'n'l'lleT ~..,,1 ()f t:·c 1"C-I'n 0 "'s r, .... ,·,or, 1~I'O'111 .' ! .. :>~ ':"'..... ....., 1\.1. \.. .•• <1 1 .. 11'. 

, ti. ,c, t'l1frl" rourc'~' .iI" CO'I'!I" 'I)~ "f' .. ,,,: '1,,(1 '''1' 1)('('11 .. t:j~ .. II .~'.j ~ . " ' ' .. d •• ,1 .. "" ... I" ,. 
, 

grC1!ly improycd. By m':2!h D[ lll~ <,;; of pr;.ltillg, the 

, 

darknefs of i;y,o~2nce, \·;hieh fOf mallY centuries hnd 
, 

OYCrfll?dowcu malli.ind, has given place to the light of 
knowledge, and learned mcn of c\'Cry c1imc coni!itutc 
hu~ one • .:public. 1 11 conrcq\ll:llc~ of tbe mariller's 

comid's :ill ~h~ nations of our globe farm Ollt' extc!lchl 

family, reciprocally adminiflcring to thc wallts of cach 
other, ~I;:';" I be allO\\"ed to ;:dd. that the difCoverr of . ' , 
Amer:ca .,.;;:5 the firft link of a chain of cauiCs, which 
bids fa:r to .cnlargc the happinefs of lll.:nkind, by I,'C­

gcncratin:; the principles of government in cvcry quar­
ter of the globe. Among thc events rdulling from thi~ 
difco\'crr. and which Jed to that GREAT REVOJ.UTJOIo:, . ' 
the declaration of independence, is confpicuoufly prc-
eminem. I \\'ill not-wound your ears, on this fcllive 
day, by a repetition of the many injurics received by 
this countn' from Great ilritain, which forced us to cut 

, 

the jordian kllot which bcfore had joil:ed us together. 
Suffice it to ohrerve, that Cdr the t wclve years precc-

, 

ding the ,it;1 of July, 1776, c],lim rok Oil cldim, injury 
f,)I1Q',fCd injury, and opprcffion trod on tiiC Ilccls of op­

preilion, ti!! wc had nq a;ternati\,e lc:[:, bll~ lhat of ab­
ject flJ",ery or complete inrlq)cncknce. Tbc fpirit of 
freedom decided in favour of lhe laucr: Heavcn flllilcd 

• 

(,;1 our e;cnion s. j\ftq an eight years ~\'ar, in \"hie'l 
d'r, d 1 ' 1 !' 

CUi' countrymcn llplaye tllC patIence, lilt' P~!' cvcrallCc 
, , 

;md the magnanimity of republicans: flrugg1ing for every 
thin"; 

, 

, 
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lhing that is dear LD fl eCI1lCIl, their moIl fJllguine \\'inlC.~ 

wcre reali/.cl!. The go\'crlllllcllt of Great Britain, which 
began the war to inf;Jfce the c1ailll, to bind us in aft 
(aft.! W/lfltfUCVCi", after li)t:llding a hundred millions of 
mOlJcy, anri l;icrJlici!l.~ a hundred thoul"and [ubjeas, to 
110 purpore, was obliged to givc up thc c'ontell, to re­
tire from our Ihares, and to re1iIlCjuifil, by a lolemn . 

• 

treat)', all claim to hint! tiS in any cafe wltatfower. 
Such a triumph of libcrty could lIot fail of vibrating 
roul!d the world. A great and mighty nation on the 
other fide of thc Atlantic, in imitation of our example, 
has abolilhecl it (Y'ficm of oppreHioll, under which their 

, 
forefathers for fo many cellturies h<:cl groaned. '" c 
tmll and hope,' that the), will difcover as gr~at abilities 
ill plallllillg alld executing a good N f. W government 
as they have hitherto dOlle' ill dcltroying an ancient bad 
one. Should this ",'ell.founded cxpc8ation be realized, 
we may hope that revolutions willlo1\ow revolutions, 
tili ddpotirm is halliOled from our globe. In this point 

• 

or view, the enlarged philanlhropifl mull not only re-
joice ill the benclits aCljuircu by this country from its 
i ndepcmlcncc, but llill more in thole which are likely to 
flow from it to the opprclh! or every country. 

It lIlay recm prcrumptuous for us, who are a nation 
of but ycllcrday, to arrogate to ourfelves the merit of 
having en!igLr-.::;d mankind in the art of government; 
but we became all independent people under circum­
nances () favourable to the rights of man, that great in­
(ked mutt have been our fiupidity, bad we not done fo. 

'. When we rcyicw the origin of other nations, we find 
. j\ 3 that 

• 



• 

tbat ;!ccil!ent:Jl c;r;:lI;l1~tlll,~S had a principle flnre ill 
for~~ing tb~ii~ CGi1~1itul~~~il:;. .\t Onl! liIllC a fuccci"sful 
irr"\·a:l::r-: tit ~ii(.nh(:r ;l ll2.!":n; cbicru!in, hxcd the COIl­

fiituc~llt p;:r~s cf th~'ir ~~J\'cr!lIllt:Ilt; but it never wa~ 
known, a::tcrior UJ Ollr d<lp, that a great, wili.:, and 
cnlibhttpd peo~!c, \\TI:: pc,\ceably cOIl\'l~ncd by their 
repH:ft:ntati\'es to deliberate on the principks 01' a con­

fiilutioll, by which they were Lo be governed. from 

the fidl fetlkment of this country" every thing con­
cum:d to infj)ire its inhabitants with the love oflibert),: 
the facility of procuring landed propeny, ga\'e every 
citizen an opportunity of becoming an independent free­
holder. Remote fWIIl t!lC ill fiuence of K I ~ G S, IllS II 0 I' S, 

and XOlILtS, the equality of ri3hts was inculcated by 
the experiellce of e\o-:ry JJy. Havill!j grown lip to ma­
[UritY lllldl'f CirCll!'l:lJIlCCS [0 favourable to liberty, anu 
then bein,; at onre fn'Cfcd from all C0I111l-Elioll with 
the o~J \wrld, lhepcoplcd this country, ill fOl"lllinbil 
cOllfl:tutiolJ ~(jr ~h~irfUllln: government, had every incite­
mentto dlablilh luch principles as pwmiicu to fccure the 
greatelt pofIible I'UIlI of poEtic.:! good, \\'ith the Ieal!: 
poffiblc portion of cvil. \rbea I'ilch a people bccJme 

pcrfecily their OWII malters, and frce to adopt any con­
Hitutioll they plcJ!i:d, great would have been their 
{ham..: had they not improved 011 thefe forms of go­
v(:fI1mtllt WHICH O!{iGIXATED 1)1 TDIES OF D,\lU~­

:-;;;55, o\:-;lJ \\-;;/{;; I:oTIflTEII 0~Dr:ll TIlE DaLl;­

;;:-;C£ OF !'Rl\OIUoGJ:.tJ OKIH.J(S. On t!Jis annivcr(;lloy 
of our indcpcndcllce it canllot be improper to fhew, 
that this has acil:aily lict:lI d!)nc, and that in conlcqllencc 
thc[cof we enjoy aJ\'allwg~s, ri3hts, and privileges, I"ll-' 

° penor 

" 

• 
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perior to moll, if not to all, of the human race. B!:ar 
with me, then, while 1 utlempt to dcmonftrate this, by , 

a detail of particulars. 

, 

In entering on this fubjeEl, where Ihall I begin? 
Where Ihall I elld? Proofs arc unnecclfarv, I need 

• 

only appeal to experience. I have a witner:; in the 
breall: of' evcry one who hears me, and who knows the , 
condition of the common people in other countries. In 
the United Slates the blcffings of focietyarc enjoyed 
with the !cali poffible rclinquifhmcnt of per fona 1 liberty. 
'Ye have hit the happy mediulIl between defpotifm and 
anarchy. Every citizen is pcrfccLly free of the will of 
every other citizen, while all arc equally fubjeR to the 
laws. l\mong us no olle can exereifc any authority by 
virtlle of birth. All fiart equal in the race of life. No 
man is born a lcgillator. Weare not bound by any 
laws but thofe to which we have confented. We are 
not called upon to pay our money to fupport the idle. 
nefs and extravagance of court favourites. No bur. 
dens arc impofed on us, but fueh as the public ,good re· 

, 

quires. No enormous fahuicsare received by the few 
at the expence of the many. No taxes arc levied but 
ruch as arc laid equally all the lcgillator and private ci. 
tizen. No man can be dcpt:ived ofhis life, liberty, or 
property, but by the operation of laws, fi'eely, fairly, 
and by comIllon confent previoully enacted. 

The Liberty of the Prer~ is enjoyed in thefe States, 
in a manner that is unknown in otllel' countries. EACH 

, 
CITIZEN 'lOllIN,KS \I'!1.\'1' "tiE l'LE,\SES, ,\ND S!'EAKS 

, 

, 
, 
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, 

, 

.. \X D \':;: I T r.;; ·"·!L\. T i! F. TH I X KS. Pardon me, it· 
lufirious YLJnlin:sion! tltdt I have inwardly rejoiced 
on feein:; t!~y nmcb.n~I!)etkd namc abubl in our 
nc\,:l?::p::r,. Sbndcrs again!r thy adamantine charac. 
t::r! arc as b.r:!l:ei., as pointlds arrows Ihot from 
br. ~:~!l bm':s; ~:;t they prove! that our printing prclfcs 
ar~' !'~:: ... , Tn::: doc)rs of our Icgiflative afi'emblics arc 
op·. r', 'ld t!lC condlla of our fiate officers may be 
faldy qt:e:iioned before the bar of the puhlic, Ly any 
pri\'.ite citizen. So great is the refponfib:lity of men 
in high ll.;~ions <I!l:ong us, that it is the faIhion to rule 

• 

\IT:l. \\"e read of tl.e rapacity, cruelty, and opprcflioll 
,of men ::l powcr; but our rulers kern, for the mon 
part: to be c:;cIlOiJt lium thete "ices. Such arc the 
effeCts of go\"C:n;m~nts formed on equal principles, 
that men in aU:!iDrity C Jllnot cafily forgd, that they 
arc the ierLlIlts l1f the c0!11l1H111itv OYer which they . , 

prefiut:. Our n.IleH: taken frum the people, and at 
ftated periods rcturning to thcm, have the Ilrongefi in . 
citement to make Ih.:: public will their guidc, and the 

Public <Tood thcir end. 
J ' 

:\mollg thc privikgcs cnjoyed by the citizens of thcfe 
Slates. we Illa\" reckon ,\:<; EX E:.\PTIO:<l fROM ECCLE-, , 

~L,\SI lC.U LH.\I:L!SID!EXTS. Thifc PI-olJloie It).po_ 
crT': anJ lillf{m:l~r !uJ'i)(!:cw engines of oppreJzon. 
They bYC traiJmincd crrcr from olle generation to 
another: 'tnd rdlrailled that freeli)irit of enquiry which 
ICi!u:; W i;lIp;-o\·elllcllt. In this country no priefis can 

decim;:tc ~Lc fruits 0f our indulirr, nor is any prcfer-
• 

rence, \.-)HtCYCr, giycn to aile fed above another. 
, 

Religious 
, 

, 

• 

• 
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R::li~i()u:; freerloll', banillted from almolt erery other -
COrIltf of the globe, has li:wl hef Jtamiard alllong us, 
alld kindly invites the cli!lrdkd frolll ull '1l1artns to re­
PJir hither. In (imlc places fire and f;lg~(jt await the 
llMIl who prcl'II!1!es to ex:::rci Ie his reafon in matters of 
faith. III otbers a lI,ltioJ:al creed is cftablifhc:d, and 
cxc\ufioll frolll ol1iec is illllitled 011 all, however 11'01'­

thv, who ddre to dilIent. III thde happy States, it is , 

• 

a rundalllental conilitlltional.point, \; that no religious 
,; telt Ihall ever be required as a qllali!1cation to any 
.; oaicc or public trulL" 

The experience of eighteen years has proved, that 
this univerl:lI c':'Jality is the moll dkclual metbod of 
pre{(;n'in~ pC:Il:,~ alllong contending kCls. It has aI/i) 
dcmollllr;:~~d. ;bat thtl church and Hatc are dillind • • 

lockiies; can very well {llbfilt without any alliance or 
dependence on each other, While the government, 
without partiality to any denominatiou, leaves alllo 
Hand on an c(lual footing, nonc Gill prove fucce/s­
ful, but b}' thc leaming, \' irtllc, and piety ?f its pro. 
IClIim. 

• 

, 
I 

Our political fitllation, rcfulting from indcpendence, 
tends to exalt and improvc the minds of our citizens. 
G R E ;\ Toe C:\ S I 0 :-.: s .'\1, \V :\ Y S I' Itl) Due E G R E • \ T )1 E :./ • 

Whilc' we wer,' ./:i'jdls, the funElions of government 
were performed jJr us, but not b), tis. To adminiHcl' 
the public af};lirs CJf fifteen States, and of four millions 
of people, the military, ci\'il, and political talents of 

" 
many will he neceffar}'. Every office, ill each of there 

. IllU lti fal'io1l5 
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ml!lt:far:~~!s departments, is opcn to evcry citizen, 
Wh0 l1::s the abiliti::s rCCitliIitc [.)r [he difcharge of its 
aUl!C5. Stich prorpt:d-; CJllnot fail of exciting a !::tu­
da~l(' a:1J:)itioll in our Youth to m,:ke th~m!CJvcs wor-

• 
thy of pU:11ic confidence. 

It i5 onc of the l'ccilliar privikge .• 'I'C e!ljo~', in COI1-

fcaU2n~c of indcnC!ldcncc- .. , .' that ll~) individual, no 
party-intcrc:r, no forci~n influence call plunge us into 
war. LIJ(kr our excclk:nt connitl:tion, that fCourge of 
nations will be avoided, unlers unj}w\'ol;.cd and unrc­
drefied injuries roufe the body of the people. Had we 
not aHcrtcd ollr rJllk amO:Jg nations, wc, as appcll­
dages to Great Britain, fhollld this day have been en-' 
gagcd ill hofiilitie;; a!,!;:]init France, though bravely 
firugg!ing for ,!lC rigbt, of man: and all this at the call 

, 

of a forci;5!1 mailcr, aad \';ithollt ;!ny vG:ce or will of 
om own iii thc matter. Tbillk of the cruel war now 
, 

carryinii 011 by kings and nobles agai!J!l: the equal 
rights of man ' cali to mind the Oaughtcred thoufands, 
,\'hore hlood is daily OledcliIl~ all the plains of Europe, 
and let your dailv tribute of thaaks afCend to the com-. , 

mon Parent of the unin:rfe, who ha5 eltablifllcd YOII 
• 

in a ft:pr"ne go\'ernmcnt, exclIlpt from participating in 
there horrid fecnes. 

To all the ad\'allta~cs of neutrality, we, as all inde­
p.:mk:!li. people, arc emi, led by the laws of nations, of 
naiure, and :)f God, Bm it mllll bc acknowledgcd, 
that at prerent we arc depri\'cd of many of thelll. The 
[linc rpij'jt which inllucnecd Great Brita!1I to attcmpt 

- the 

, 

, 
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the fubver/ioll of our independence, has \cd her to 
c<"!1l1mit nnw;]rr;]nteci outra:;~s on our commerce. If the 
voice and intcrdt of thc' people of that country W<15 the 
rnleoftheirg;lVernment, as it is with liS, thaf'c a~~rdIion~ 
()llOnr ri~hts \\'o!l!d ne\'~r b;l'!C takt.:11 pl:ice; hlllllilfortu­
natcly fnr tht.:lIl, awJ lor liS, tht.: iatcrdis of the great 
body of their fubjcCls have iJecn 1:lcriliced to tht.: fears 
and jealolllics ('.{'their pri\'i!c~cdorders. In the macl­
nels of their zeolI to relb',lill Francc fi"Oll1 dninJ.; what 

every independent natioll has a right to ell), they Invc 
nceJleI'sly plunged their OWI1 country into a rlliaou:; 
war; and in the prolCClItillll of it, illfkad of rcrpccting -

• 

ollr rights, as a neutral nation, they have L'cated liS as 
if wc were their lilbjeUs, bound to foregu every branch 
of our accnftoll'lcd, lawfnl commerce, that might, ill 
their appreilcn!ion, contravene their dcligns. l\Jany 
thanks to ollr worthy Prciiucnt, for his honeft. endea­
vors to prc!crve to us the blcnillgs of peace. May 
they be fllccefsful: but if, on their failure, the lall ex­
tremity mull be rcforted to, wc may call heavcn and 
carLh to witllcls, that all the blood, and all the guilt of 
war, will lie at ~he door of Great Britain. Peace was 
ollr intercll 'peace WaS aliI' wilh; amI for lhe preler­
\' <Ilion of it, the g<)Vcrmncnt and people of thele States 
have done every thing that was Tcal()Jlable and proper 
for them to do. ~lay the fworcl of the U I!ited States 
never be lInnll.:l:::cd for thc purporcs of ambition: but 

if it mufl be IIp:iflerl in (elf.defence, may .it fall with 
decilivc ell'cct Oil the di!lurbcrs of mankind. I beg 
pardon for this digrcffion, anel with p1cafurc turn away 
from contemplating the rollie,; of tbt government, a 

reparation 

• 
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-

leparation from which we thi, d,l\' celebrate, that I mar , . 
proceed i.! .poin;il1:'; out the fuperio'r aci"Jntages, \\'hich 
\\9C, ~5 ;1:, indcp.!ndcHt p~oplt.:, enjoy." 

If we are to judge of the c:·;ccllcllce of a govern­
ment [rum i~s fruits, in til.: happinds (If i:s Ji.Jbjetts, 
\fC have abundallt reafon to he pkafi:d \"ilb uur OWJI.­

Since rl!e peace of 1783, Ullr country has been in a 
!latc of pro;re:!i\'(: improrC::lcnt debts, anel other 
cmbarraflim:nts, gr;l\,-ing Ollt of the late \l'ar, arc, in 
molt cafcs, nearly annihilated. Our Ilumbers have , 
been greatly augmented, both from the illtroduEtiol1 of 
foreigners, and the natural incrcafc of our oll'n citizen::. 
Our exports and imports have O\'crf!m .. cd all their an­
cient bou::darics. A rc\'C;:uc fufticicntto fupport na­
llon::!! crdit, and to latisl)- u1l uther public cxigeJlcic~', 

has been eaf:ly rc:.iLd, and that withom burdening the 
p~opJe. l"P0:1 an a\'eragc, nyc of Ollr <.:I TI Z EX S do 
not pay as much to the filpport or go\,emlllent as one 
European S 1: 3J ECT. The whole fum expended in ad­
minifieri:lg the public affairs of the United States, is net 
equal to the fOllrth part of\\'hat is annually fpent in fur_ 
porting olle crowned head in Europe. 

From the increafc of our t.-adc and population, new 
ports arc daily opened, and new towns and cities lift 
their heads in all dir~(ti()a,. The wildernefs on our we[­
tern frontler is cOllftantly lclfcning by the 'extcnfion of 
new lettlemcnts. ~lalll' who now hear me, have been 

• 

,dtner~ to a Ie~if!ature of;t !tate, comfortablyaccommo-

dated i!l a P''lCC; whc:c f-.:\'e!l ~Tars ago the trees of the 
fordl: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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-

[oreO: had never eXIJerienced the axe of the hufband· 
lIlan. 

• 

It \\'as hoped hy ollr enemies, and fcared by our 
rriclJd:i~ tint the people of independent America would 
not readily coalcfce ul-Ider a go\'ernment fufficiently 
energetic for the fCc urity of property and the prefer\'ation 
of internal peace; hilt they have hoth been di[appointed~ 
J n thcle St;J(CS, there is a \-i~oroll:; exertion of the laws, 
and an upright adminillratiolJ of juflice. Property and 
perianal rights are well /cCllred; criminals arc cafily 
brought to rulfn the punifhment due to Ikir dcmerits;­
and no legal impeC\irIlellt exifis in Ihe way of creditors 
recovering the full amount of what is due to them. Thefe 
bJcffings arc fcclIrcU to us \\'ithout the inter\'ention of a 
Handing army. Our gorcrnmcnt, rclling 011 the aITee.' 

• 
lions of the people, needs no other 1'1Ipport than that of 
CITIZEX-SOJ.DIERS. How unlike this to [orcignconn­

tries, where enormous taxes arc necc!rary to p~y !land­
ing armies, and \\'here ftanding armies arc licccfIary to 
[(cure the paymellt of.e!lonnolls t;:xe:i. 

Time would fail me to enumerate all the fuperior ad­
"anl;!~eS our citizens enjoy tinder that [ree giJyC'r:l:11ellt 
to which indepcndence gave birth. I may UCiy ,l!lirm, 
in general, that as it proceeded from the pcuple, it b.s -
been admini[lcreu [or their benefit. The public good 
has been the pole fiar by which its operations hay,: Ill'Ul 

c1ireEted. 

That we mar rightl)" prize our political eondilioJl, b 
\IS 

• 
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o IL\ T 1 0:-; I' U ! \" r :0,1. 'f 0 'j /I f, 
• 

Ui carr our CTCS ovcr tl::: i"',,,hiE''lfs of the old \\""'1,1 • n , • 
• • 

ar!d cO"!1t!-ufi their fitu:!linn '\'i!;~ ~l.'r t., '!1. .\ f~'w ollhWI:! , 
them arc exalted tn be ltl(l!l' !\;,I, 1:,. " ! .... 'he ,oO"'" 1'\ll l . r

l
.'- .... 
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of h:ir£kn! a~~d :ra:::,fLrrcd ,\'ithout CCr('!llO:~\" fro~l1 ()!!~ 
r , 

m-·Il-~ ....... .... ·ll·' ... ,.....r L a~:' ..... , lv u: 'LI.L • 

• 

.. , l~ ·{'r 
co·~·.,t~· , ... a ~ ....... ..,....,. "rs '~T'r h"''''''1 1 \' '\' ( I :1,' C 11111(I!l )' '''''': ,,'~ ... '- ":> ...... -- I'''il,··l:' ) ,I~ o! Jeo-
pIc fu l;;u;:h rdi~~'c[d ;:s in 1::CrC SIdes? III this Cllll­

Ineratio:"; I p:lrp~)fcly o:nit f r(!::cc. !1cr fOr111Cr govern .. 

li1nt \:;'5 0:1:: of the worf}. 1r c trull and hope~ that 

,,~.t:; rca.ee is refiored: her cn!i;htcllCd rulers will fur­
I1i:h a i;ew and {hong proof of the cOlll1cttiull b~t"e(;11 
likity and happincfs. 

Among the e/labUhcd g()\'Crnmc:lts of Europc: that 
of Great Dritaiil del(wcdly fbt:ds high: \1 hat j, {duity 

, 
in that we ha\'e avoidcd. \\'11<:t is excellent· in it ,re • 

kwc tranfplantcd in ollr 0\\,11, with additio!ls and illl-
pro,·cments. Is trial by jury the pri:k of Britons? 
It is ialike manner the birth.ri6ht of our citizells. Do 
Englifhmen boaft of the privileges thcy enjoy by virtlle 

of the ~\H of !'"rliamcllt. commonl\, called the Habeas 
• • 

Corpus Act? ,,-e enioy the f;'me. al:d with 'marc fa-J • • 

cility, for with us tiro magillratcs (one of ,~'hom is of 
the quorum) arc empowered to give all the relief to a 
cor.fin::d ci:jz~!1 which is contemplated by that act. Do 

EngliQwle,! 
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Englinlmen glory in the Revolution of 1688, and of . 
the cotcmporary AUs of Parliament, which declared 
the rights and liberties of the fubjeU? \Ve have ,much 
marc rcafon to be proud of our confiitution. Who­
ever examines thefe declaratory aEts of the EngliDl 
Parliament, will End, that all the provifions in favor of 
lioerty which they cOP-lain, fly up and kick the beam, . 
when 'I'eighed againfl the foliowing lingle fcnlence at' 
Ollr conliiuuioll "all power is originally veiled in 
" the People, and all free governmerlts arc founded 
" on their authority,. and il111ituted for their peace, 
" fafely, and happinefs." 

It is true, t11:1["by the revolution of 1688, the people 
of England got aJorcign prillce to rule over them on 
better terms tban their 0\1"11 dO?ilr:)ic {~Tants had done; 
but neverthelefs, they only exchanged aile mafier for 
another; for in their Att of Settlement. to ufo their 
own words, " fhey moil humbly and faithfully fllhmit­
,; ted themfclves, their heirs, and thei:· pailcritics." 
This <era was oilly the early dawIl of that liberty, which 
fhines on us in its noon-tide blaze. It was refcfvcd for 
Americans to pllt government on its proper foundation, 
the fovereignty o(the People. 

Do Englilhmen value themfelves on what is called 
Magna Charta? In the preamble to this celrbrated in, 
firument1 it is fiated, that" the king, of his mere ji'ee 
" will, gave and granted to all freemen of his realm, the 
" liberties," which are therein fpccified. What is laid 
to be thus given and granted by the free will of the fo-

• 
verelgn, 
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vereign, we, the peoplt.: of :\merirJ! 1:01d ill OUr 0\\11 

right. The fo\'Crcignty rd! s ill ourrch'~s, ilnd infiead of 

recei,-:ng the pri"ilcge of free Cil j~:,1lS ::5 a hoon [r01l1 
the hands of Ollr mkr.'! \\', (ld!l!d the:r power; 
by a conflitution of Olir 0\01 [rJlllill~~, \':hich prefcribt.:d 

to them! that thus far they might go, hut 110 fallht'i'. 
All power! not thus cxpnJoly delegated, is retaincd 

• 

Here let us paufe, and Icifurdy furn'y the difICrence 
bc~\\'rena CiTIZE~ and a SliflJECT. A free citizell, 
of a free fiatc, is the highefl title or mall. A fubju.1 i~ 

born in a fiate of dependence, iHH1 bO!Jllu to obey. 

_'i citizen !:as within himfclf a portion of rO\'erci~llty, 
and is c2j1a!Jlc of forming or amending the collfLitlltiol1, 

• 

by which l;c is to be go\'Crncd; ;1nu of dC:Clil:g, or (if 
bcing elcc;ed, to the (.illec of its jirfi magifirate. .1 n 

monarchie~, the [ubjcEts arc what they arc by the;r(1cc 

~f t/;c:', I",m'r;il ; but in frce rep! efcntati,'c g0vcrn­
mcnt.<. rulers are ,d1at the\' arc b,' the (; it ACL of the . ., 
People. -

• 

In eOIr.:)aring ihe c;l!lfiruttiull of the lcgiOati\'(' affcl1l_ 
hlics (If there fbes \\'iih the Im:i;':ll1cnt of Grcat Bri­
tain, how {hiking the eontrafl! lIere the rcprdcntJ. 

ti'.·es 2.re dPpoi!lt~d on [uch principles as c'Jll~a <llId 
tranfi1i1t the real fcmimen!s of the r,prerL'lIte~; but ill 

Great Britain the Farliamellt i,; a mockery of repr~lCn­
t<:'OOl1. The eleCtors arc but a handful of the whole 

, 

mars of fllbjeas. Larg;:: towns ha~-e fe\\' or no r'prc. 
[ent::.ti,-es, while decayed boro~lghs are ;;,uthori fed to 
fend infinitely more than wonld be their quota on any 
re,aronablc fyficm. In thefe States, the JcgiO"ti\"e af-

fcmblics 
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femhlies arc lik.e miniature pi8urcs of (he whole com­
nHm:f-Y, wher~ each part rd~ills its compr<l,ivc impor­
tallce, though on a redl\ced [calc. In the par!iament 
of Great Britain, the few give law to the many. It has 
been demonllrated, by calculalions on this fubjeEt, that 
the m;0ority of the Eng-lin] hOllle (jf commons is chofen 

hy lef., than eight thouland perfons, though the kingdom 
contains more than eight millions of fubjcEfs. Here the 
views and wifhc5 of th~ lcgilhture arc for the moft part 

, 

the views and wifhes of the people: -bllt in EJ!gland the 
reverfc is often the cafe. In the Britiih Parliament, the 
miniilcr, with a penfioned majority, may carry what 
rchemcs he pieafes; but in our legiflative affemblies, 
every overture mult /land or fall according to its real 

or apparent tCI~Jcncr to hdp or hurt the people. Thus 
might I go on, till I olllr2t;:,d your patience, in demon-

, . 
fhating the fuperiority of our government over thore 
which arc reputed the beft in the old world. 

• 

With' fuch a cOQfiittltion, and with filch eXlenfive ter­
ritory, as we poffcrs, to what height of national greatnelS 
may we not afpire? Some of our large liates have ter­
ritory fuperior to the iflallds of Great Britain, and the 
whole together are little inferior to Europe itfclf. The 
natural advantages of our country are many and great. 
We are not left to depend on others for our fupport and 
ftrength. Our luxuricllS foil is capable of p~oducing, 
not only enough for the illCl'cafing multitude that inha­
bits it, btlt a furplufage for exportation, fufficient to 
fupply the wants of hundreds of thourands in foreign 
countries. Our numbers, if they cominuc to iilcrcafc as 
- B they 

• , 

. ' 

, 
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• 
tl~C\' centUf\', , - • 

da~ot~r:! :.J ;t.;r!\9 n1iiiioi~~. "The i:~ht of fciLllce is kind-
• 

l!li~ up j'l ~T('ry co,lIcr uf l1:ciC St;!tcs. ).'l~mufaaurcs, 

::nd ~n tL~ 111~ful Olt=,~ Ci,C nl~i~:l1~ a rapid progrc[\ 
21l!Or.; us; ·\,·l)i~c agrlcnl:nrc, the hrfi (lnd btU enlploy­
;r.e~t of llHil, ;ilriJafb all ::5 ancient limits. With 
~,iearurc I could (h':cll on ;1' . plcaf;n~ prof}1l:El of our 

riiin~ ~rl';:Uier,; but I L>·: to : "int Ollt what is the 
.line d cn;lr!U(:l pmjJc. ~ 0 ;~. purfucd by thofe who are 
:;,,1 hi~>h' fO:\·',fcd. \\"c (,;;ght, J!l .l~e flrft place, to be 

• 

• 

rraterul t.! the' "iI·wife Difnorcf(lf cycms, who has gi\'cn 
.-, I 

I·; I~) g't:2.t ;l pCJni(lll (If jJ(\liliCai bppincis. To po{[els 
Inch a c. Ktnil~·. -,..-ilil l!-,(; hlcl1ings of liberty and peace, 
I'.q::hcr ,·:itt: that It:cmity of perf'Hi and propeny, which 

.• , r l' J I IT:' . rC;1Ut~ ; I ~):n 2. \fc ,-ore cn:l e nncllt go,'CrnmclIt, .Is, or 
Gu.,.!.t t~) be. n;~lter of co nil ant tha'lkfulnds . 

• :l ~ 

J "d:ln!:·~ frllga!itr, ;:nd icmperancc, arc yinues which 
i,e ihould c;n;l1c:nly clIltin(e. Thcfe are the only 
rllnd;ninn (1:1 "hich <! pr.pular gOYtl1JlIJCllt can ref[ with 
f~fdy. Rcpllhlic;:n;; liw1.Ild be plain in thcir appard, 
. :,cir ('iitcnain!ncm,! 11]cir furniture, ::nd their cqui­
(!;::. Idle1lck ('xtra\'dg;!!h_~, tl!lc! dif1ipation of every 
; ;;t(!, lhould be o;mifil::d from our b:.Jrdcrs. It is from 

~;-.,: IiId 11ftri'll!'i ,·julle lLa \.:::; can g;!(her Hrcnglh. TIle 
- ,:1lie.- nOlI' rcco:nn;(,!id~d ale thol~ \I'hich prepared in­
':It R(':1W L)~ :.11 i.e: g.e:trnC'!.<, <.:nd it is only from the 
rra(;iCC {If thelll 1k1 \, C cun expeCt to attain that rank. 
c.f'i'J;l;:; r:aiiC).;ls, to \';J.i,h (J,lr gro\l'ing Illll!lbcrs ami .ex· 

U lIhyc turil Jr~' (wid,: lJ.' to afpire. 

• Whjl~ 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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,,:hile we ce:kbrat:: t!l:S day, 11':: fho,dd l:allw recol-
• 

!cElina thore who h,;vl! nobi), [tik!l i:l l!.lpp~rt of iudl!­
pendence. Time would fail to I do tb::n jufticl.: indivi­
duallr. To melltion the na:m:s of 10::\l!', kl.!ms a li)l!cies 
of injury to others, who an.: equally dderving of ollr 

praile. I t is the bufim:L of tt:t: hiltorian to recite their 
rnmes, and to tell their gallJlIt d:::-d::. ,Let Us, \Vble we I 

recolld1 their virlllcs, bl.! animated with thl! loy''; vI' out 

country, that, like [hem, when l::.t1kd upon, we nla~' 

die ill its defence. 

Many or thorl! tried frier-ds, \\'ho braydy fought our 
• 

battle,;, (lr \l'ho wilelr condudcd ol'r civil arFairs through 
the late r<:VOlllti~\1, haYl! take!l th'~ir le:!.ve of this earthl,' 
fiage, and a new generation has !learly gro',l'll lip in th::ir 
places. 011 them it depends to lininl what their f'lthcr; 
have begu!J. fvIllCh is llillll'<1llti!lg to perfCd our inter­
nal police. As our go"crnllh.'lJt relts 0:1 the broad b:J.f~ 

of the People, ever)' exertio\l Ihollhl be made to dilruft.: 
virtu~ and klHv.dedgc a'11D:~'4 fhl'!n. "rl1~ llllinf0,.n~cJ 

anti mifinJ,rlllc'rl at'l! tit tvols tu !'~lbkl n: till! view:; (J[ the 

turb\llent and ambitiotl,. I ~'I{)rallCl~ i:; thc Cllt!lI1Y of' 
Liberty; alltl thc nud:: of D"iiJoti!!l1, Let iI, thercl(Jfl', 
be Ollr fluely to multiply anel fucilitatc the meam of in-

• 

firuElion, through e\'Cry part of Ollr country. 

This WOllle! be a Cfe an!1 connitlltional antidote to 
arillocracy. In the!:: States, where the rights of primo­
geniture are abolifhed "herl! offices arc opm to al\. . 
where elections Jrc frequent, and the right of {ufli-age 
is univerfal and equal; if we go one Hep fanhJr, and 

B I! give 

• 

• 
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gi\'e the pOOl' th: rr.;"~11< of c: :!lcation, as well ?_~ the 

fl'ch 'our ,'CO',.,,"1"" l""" j', ,'" l'o':'I'n',T 'f) til"'!' r.Tn1 "ny • • ~ .... _ ... , ...... l' '- •.• 1 .... l .U 11) c:o. 
~ .... - .. 
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Had I a YClice tll;'!t could tr 1 _ :': 
" .' - .-, , , ' .. , ',',' ,.\," '!....:f #, ' .... 1~ ~ .... I.: •. V" 

fut're to Georoi:-:a l't (l1~'1'1G' hn .,- . "., -: '" ~l"f':PC' ti· .. ',c-
'"''', .. ~ ,,,, ~'-- \....lo._. __ ..... _, _00.1 _ • I\. •• , , ) ~ 

C"{li,t'- or Glirf'I'~"':'" ":,,<1 "I"'::l'~ .,,'j'! ; .. , "'",. "111'-'"'' 'l'11' ..... • .11·_.111-1 ........ _ • ___ \. ••• j\.~. ~_ .... t. J ••.•• ~ 
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0 '1 [I.;, r.,l.;~,-;;' tll" l~')ltc,'" . .-.-~ .... :).'- _ .. , ..... \. 
, 

[l " ,ne:l' f"t'1} 't' t"s ..... ~.l_ ... l.- .... 

, 'J.' .,' .,' 1 '1'""- ,.OJ' ,,,-. '"""r)n e or ('~It ..... ,,, :-'.... r I • t._ 
extremi~y 0: ~he D.:';,;,}, n;;\'~r form a I1I:K to\l'l1I!tip, 
\,itbout m;~kin(T arrai1,-,cm~nt:; that recnre to its inhabi-

."') .. 

rants tl:c in!i:ruaion nr Y'llJlh, and the public preacbing 
of th~ g:1[pd, IIc:lce [heir children are cally taught 
to kno\\" ~!:cir ri;!1~s, and to re!peEt themfdvcs. They 

grO\'; up good :ne:nbcrs of fociety, and £launch defcnd­
e~s of th~ir countrY'$' Can fe. No daring dcmagaguc­
no crafty Catalinc no ambitious CaJar. can make any , ., 

i:npreffi:m on the libenies of fuch an elJli3htcned people • 

. To France is afiigned the tarn. of defcndillg rcpubli-
, nnifm br arms; but our dllt\, i, of a difkrcnt kind. 

• • 

Separat~ by the wide :\ttmtic fron! the bloedy dilfen-

ti:ms of the old world, \\'c {h~)ulJ fiudv to lUlt:Vdtc 
• 

every ufeful art to cnj')Y ill peace with all mallkinrl 
t!:c nlllllrrons b1cffin::;s \','~ich PrOl'idence has thrown 
in OUf way to tranfi11it them to poftcrity, and to cx· 
t,::nd them to allll'itbin our re.lch. This ought t:) be the 
a:nbitiOl! of ~\.mericans, and not to feck an cllbr',;cmcllt 

of their don1inion. or to build their advancement on • 

• he dcgradatiG:' of otter;>, 
We , 
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We fiwuld above all things, {lucly to promote the 

union and hannony of the different States. PCfi[h the 
man who wilhcs to divide us, into back colllltry and 
low: country, into a nonhcn ancl fouthcm, or into an 
cafiern and wcUern intercfL , for:ning one empire we 
fllilll be truly rci'peCtablcj bllt divided into two, or more, 
we mull become the fport offorcign nations, and peace 
will be f(JI' eyer exiled from our borders. The u:!iIY 

• 
,<!!Id il1di\'i~ibi!ity of the republic is all cll\:/ltid r:t~ t of 

, 

the French Confiitlltioll, fo it ()\lc~ht [0 be with liS. V./ c 
fhould confider the people of this cO!lIltry, fi-orn the 
l\liffillippi to the Atla'llic, from !\CW H:::':;llhirc to 
Georgia, as [onnills oIle whole, the i!llcrc!~ ,;C' which 
Ihould Dc preferred to that of eyery pr l,. "r'Y("1 the 
pr<:iudices, peculiarities, and \ocC'.l bahits of tne uiffe­
rent flatcs, {hould be rcfilcded and tenderly dealt with. 

The art of government has never been brought ncar 
to that degree of pukclion or \I'hich it i, c:.pable, It 
is lamc!ltably tme th:t it Ud 11l ('r 1~'~Yt:l· has beel! 2d-

• 

miniilerc:d with any CXpl'lJ~ vi,'w to it .. : proper cbjeEl, 
the happincfs of the ~on:rn('d. We flWllId be fired' 
\\ ilh the generous ambili,m of teaching 'IFtl~ki!!d, hI' our" 

, 

example, tkt 1~1e pe0plc a,'(, c<:p<:bk of g'l\'cmi,l,~ lh::m--
fdvcs to better purpoJe tban it c\'cr h"s been ,knc by 

• 
kings and privdr'ged {Jrdcrs. ;"112,' of high 1':'1-:'.:, ia 
Europe, have aliened, thnt a govenllm:nt tor!llc~i at 
noon, on the equal principles we have ;,ctoptl'd, wouid 

lerm~.'1atc before the lettillg of the fUll. ' This UdY besins 
the nineteenth year of ours, and it is now III onge:', aDd 
more firmly clbbliDled than it ever was. W c ~;!10W by 

• , 
CXPU!~IILC 

, 

, 

, 

, 
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cxpe;CTlCC, t:lat the con I~' P? ~l:;mt ry ofk i, ':.is <.t'le! COil rI';, 
j, IKlt dfclliial •. ) politicd lEi'pi.J.:/s. r:"(1;11 ;:1e vi~llIIr 
of ']Ui f((:r go\·cnl1nC'nt~ and l·:~c;;ti.,~~.\· r"\ 1!1l H~ anCwcr­

j~b c-,:~r:; purpo[c lhat a gO\-. .. :rn'iiL!~: n:;~'-,l ,~ a~lh\'er, 

L1-:.: 1';arld 1113\' learn, that t:,l:re is n,) n:.:cdTia·, ill the 
, , 

n.lturc of t~!n;.,~ for m:In t;) l" .. rd it u\'"cr In.ill. Infe-

renCes mw ;).: L:.irl\' dr,!.\P! fro:11 our!)l re!\:::t In'jl'lH' IJO' 
• .- • I 

litic;!l fi~:D.:i:)D, which lead to the cx~irp,:tiol1 Qf dd~h)' 
tiiin Ir()m the face of the iJ,lobe, Let 1I~ forw:;rJ t hi, 

ciciir"bic rerolution, not bv olliciOl; 11 \' i Iltcr·nerldl i II" , . ~ 

with the internal po;ity of foreign countries, but by l'X-

hibiting fneh an accmnulati;m of pri\' ,ite virtue aild pub­
Ji.:- hanDinei.;, that other nation~, rwck with the fruits , . 
of .our ex::"dl-: .. ~ conllitmion~ may bc induced, li"om 

free choice, tJ new model their own on fimilar princi­
ples. -

The C:"C5 of the world are fixed on this COllntry alld 
on Fran:e. The abettors of tHannv arc ,1IIxiouf]v ., . 
loo!,;ing f,)r O?p()n\lili~ie, ,0 difcn:dit the new elodrines 
of the l~! ";}t.; of ~ian, The\' on every occafioll, rcpre-

J .' 

fen: th;:~l (1, kadin~ t:) CllJifufion and anarchy, Equa-
" 

lity of r.:;hts, and equality of property, is, ill their opi-
nion, one and ,he fJOlC thing. Let the wifdom of om 
la',r;;, and the orderly conduct of OlIr citi7.ens, elilap­
r,lim their \\'ilhes, anel giye the lie to their calumnies. 

Let U~ t~Jch them, by our example, that genuine rc­
pu!Jlicanifin is friendly to order, and a proper fubnrdi­
nation in foeiety . that it is hoflile to mobs, and licen­
uoub::!; of' eyer;, kind, but the firm fupportcr of con-

flitutcd 
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flittltd authorities the gu'ardian of property, as well 
<IS of the ri(;hts of man. 

France j$ daily proving, that a hanrJrul of citizens, 
figjJtjllh under tbe banllcrs of Liberty, is more th"n a 
Jl1<!.lch for an l:o/i of mcrccnarie,;, engaged ill fupportuf 
Tyjo;!!lIlY, It remaills for us to recommend free go­
v,:rllili-=nts, hy the example of a peaceable, onkr~y, 

virtllollS, and happy people. We fbJUir; prcfs for\\'tlrd 
in accompli!hing every thing t!iJt Ctin add to the com­
mOil flock of public good. '.','hik war, \\'ilh its horrid 
Olllcndants, i~ the pallimc uf king." l.et it be the fhldy of 
rc'mblicans, to make unecafillQ ;;civu:1cCS in cverv lhin cr 

10 LI ~:;) 

that can improve, refine or cmbellifll foeiety. Anima-
ted with this noble ambition, the fuperior happinefs of 
our cou!ltry will amply repay liS for the blood and trea­
ture which indcpemlcncc has con. May that ambition 0 

fire our breafls, and Illay that hilppincfs increalC, and 
lmow no end, till time Ihall be no more. 

, 

F [ N I S. 
f 
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• 
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