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Friends, Countrymen, and Fellsw Citizens,
) ¥ ’

\
ON this day cighteen years a nation was born at
once, a new order of things arole, and an illultrious xra

in the hiftory of human altairs commenced.  The tics
which before had joined us to Great Britain were fe-
vered, and we aflumed a place among the nations of
the carth,

Having delivered the firit oration that was {poken in
the United States, to celebrate this great event, I feel
mylelf doubly honored in being again called upon, after
a laple of fixtcen ycars, to perform the fame duty.
Were my abilities equal to the nmportant fubject, your
entertainment would be great; but I mufl caft mylelf
on your candor, and fohcit indulgence, for falling far
fhart of that difplay of cloquence which this eventful
day is calculated to nfprre.

Azr 1t
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Tt is wortiy of remark, thn: the aicovery of Ame.

rica was nearly coincident with the mvention of the
2vt of pripting ‘:"1':.1 of the mrriner’s €0 *“;*1{4 I'romn
nefe three fources the condrian of maniand has been
areativ improved. Dy means of tiie s Orlilnhlng} the
darknefs of 1zuerance, whicn for many centuries had
overfiadowed manxind, has siven piace to the light of
knowledge, and Icarned men of every clime conflitute
bu: onc republic.  In confcqumce of the mariner’s
compals ali the nations of our globe form onc extend-d
fa'ml}', reciprocally adminiftering to the wants of cach
other.  May I be allowed to nddg that the dilcovery ot
Amecrica was the firft link of a chamn of caules, which
bids {air 1o erlarge the bappinefs of menkind, by re-
gencrating the principles of government in cvery quar-
ter of the giove.  Among the events refulting from tins
di{covery, and which led to that creaT REVOLUTION,
the declaration of independence, 15 conipicuoully pre-
eminent. I will not wound your ears, on this fcftive
day, by a repetition of the many injuries recetved by
this country from Great Britain, which forced us to cut
the cordian knot which before had jomed us together.
Suffice it to obferve, that for the tweive years prece-
ding the ;ta of_]uli;, 1776, Ciautn roic on claim, injury
followed injury, and opprcflion trad on tic heels of op-

preflion, till we had no alternative Ieli, but that of ab-
jccl flavery or complete independence.  The fpirit of
freedoin decided in favour of the latier: Heaven fimiled
¢ our excritons.  Alter an eight ycars ‘5}.’8}, in which
Gui countrymen dlfplaycd Lhe patience, tie pcz‘lb\fcrallcc
and the magnanimity of republicans, frugeling for every

thing
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thing that is dear to ficemen, thetr molt fanguine wifhes
were realized. The government of Great Britain, which
began the war o force the claim, to bind us in alf
cafes waatfocver, after {pending a hundred millions of
moncy, and facrilicing a hundred thoufand fubjefls, to
no purpole, was obliged to give up the conteft, to re-
tire from our fhores, and to relinquifh, by a {olemn
treaty, all claim to bind us i any cafe whatfoever.
Sucha triumph of liberty could not fait of vibrating
round the world. A great and mighty nation on the
other fide of the Atlantic, inimutation of our example,
has abolifhed a fyftem of oppreflion, under which their
forefathers for fo many centuries had groaned.  We
traft and hope, that they will difcover as great abilities
in plasming and executing a good Npw government
as they have hitherto done’ n deftroying an ancient bad
one. Should this well-founded expeBation be realized,
we may hope that revolutions will follow revolutions,
till defpotifim is banifhed from our globe.  In this point
of view, the enlarged philanthropilt muft not only re-
joice in the benelits acquired by this country {rom its
independence, but {til more in thole which are likely to
{low from it to the opprefled of every country.

It may {ecm prefumptuous for us, who are a nation
of but yeflerdav, 1o arrogate to ourlelves the merit of
having cnlightencd mankind m the art of government:
but we became an independent people under circums-
ftances {o favourable to the yights of man, that areat in-
deed muft have been our ftupianty, had we not done fo.
“When we review the onigin of other nations, we find

A3 that
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that accicental circumitances tad a principle fhare in
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At one ume a fuccelsful
invader, at suctier a dermg chictiain, fixed the con-
ftituent paris of their government; but it never was
Knowsn, acterior to our days, that a greaty, wile, and
cnlighiered people, were peaceably convened by their
reprefentatives to deliberate on the principles of a con-
ftitution, by which they were to be governed.  From
the firlt fettlement of this country, every thing con-
curred to mipire its inhabitants with the love of liberty:
the facilitv of procuring landed property, gave cvery
citizen an opportunity of becoining an independent frec-
holder. Ramote from the mfluenceof kines, sisnors,
and xosres, the cqualty of rights was inculcated by
the experience of everv dav.  Having grown up to ma-
turity under circurndances fo favourable to hiberty, and
then being at once fevered from all conncection with
the old world, the people ot this country, 10 forming a
conft:itutionior therrfuture government, had cvery incite-
ment to eftablifh {uch principles as promiicd to fecure the
areatelt poflible fum of poitticl good, with the 1calt
pofiible poruon of evil. When facha people became
perfecily their own malters, and free to adopt any con-
ftitution they plealed, great would have been thetr
fhame had they not naproved on thele forms of go-
vernment WHICH ORICINATED IN TIMES OF DARK-
NESS, AND WERE INMTITUTED UNDER THE INFLU-
ExCE OF pRIVILEGED orDeks. Onts anmverfary
of our independence it cannot be 1mproper to fhew,
that this has acivaily been done, and that i conlequence
thereof we :.:nju:; advantages, rignts, and privi‘egcs, {1t

perior
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perior to moft, it not to all, of the human race. Bear
with me, then, while 1 attemapt to demonttrate this, by
a dctail of particulars.

In entering on this fubjeéty, where fhall T begin?
Where fhall I end? Proofs are unneceflary, 1 need
only appcal to experience, 1 have a witnefs in the
breaft of every onc who hears mey and who knows the
condition of the common people in other countrics.  In
the United States the bleffings ol fociety are enjoyed
with the lealt poffible rclinquifiiment of perfonal liberty.
1We have hit the happy medium between defpotifm and
anarchy. Every citizen is pericélly frec of the will of
cvery other citizen, while all are equally fubjeét to the
laws. Among us no one can cxercile any authority by
virtue of birth. ~ All ftart equal 1n the race of life. No
man is born a lcgiflator. We arc not bound by any
laws but thofe to which we have confented. We are

not called upon to pay our money to fupport the idle-
ncfs and extravagance of court favourites. No bur-

dens arc impofed on us, but fuch as the public good re-
quires. No enormous falaricsare received by the few
at the expence of the many. No taxcs are levied but
fuch asare laid cqually on the legilator and private ci-

tizen. No man can be deprived of his life, liberty, or

property, but hy the opcration of laws, freely, fairly,
and by common conlent previoufly enatted.

The Liberty of the Prefs is cnjoyed in thefe States,
in 2 manner that is unknown in other countries. FaAcH

CITIZEN WBIINKS WHAT HE PLEASES; AND SPEAKS

A 4 AND
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AND WRITES wWHAT i1 THinvks. rPardon me, il-
luftrious Wathington! that T have inwardly rejoiced
on feeing thy *1"uch-n!nedtd name abuled n our
newinzpers,  Slanders agamit thy adamantine charac-
ter, are as haralels as pointlels arrows fhot from

en bows; but they prove, that our printing prefies
are ‘:.,_-. The doors of our legillative aflemblics arc
op. . ard the condut of our flate ofhcers may be
fafely que:'zloned before the bar of the public, by any
privaeie citizen.  So greut is the refponfibility of men
in high flations among us, that 1t 13 the fafhion to rule
well. Weread of the vapactty, cruelty, and oppreflion
of men in power; bat our rulers fcem, for the moft
part, to be exempt from thefe vices.  Such are the

v or
L.
b

cffects of covernments formed on cqual principles,
that men 1 authority cannot caflly forget, that they
are the fervants of the community over which they
prefide.  Ouar rulers, taken from the people, and at
flated periods returning to them, have the ftrongeft in-

citement to make the public wiil their guide, and the
public good their cund,

Among the privileges enioyed by the ciuizens of thefe
Siates, we may 1cckon AN EXEMPTION FROM ECCLE-
siAsTICAL LsFaprisnsexts. Thefe promote hypo.
crify, aind wniformly have been engines of oppreflion.
‘They bave traidmitied errer from one generation to
another, and redtrained that free fpinit of enquiry which
leads to improvement.  In this country no priells can
decimate the fruits of our indulir)',v nor 1s any prefer-
rence, whatever, given o one fect above another.

Religtous
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Rchatous freedom, banifhied trom almolt every other
corner of the globe, has fixed her tandard among us,
and kindly invites the dittrelled fromall quarters to re-
patr hither.  In fome places fire and faggot awaut the
man who *)rf_luma.a to excrcife his reafon in matters of
faith.  In others a natonal creed is eftablifhed, and
exclufion from office is inflicted on all, however wor-
thy, who dare to dillent.  In thele happy States, it is
a [undamental conftitutional -pointy * that no religious
¢ telt thall ever be required as a qualification to any
“ oihce or public trufl.”

The experience of eighteen years has proved, that
this univerfal couality is the mofl cffeciual methiod of
plclu\m pcace awong contending tells. It has allo
demonllraied, that the church and flate are diftinét
fociciies ; can very well fubf:lt without any aliiance or
dependence on cach other,  While the govermment,
without partiality to any denomination, leaves all to
ftand on an cqual looting, none can prove fuccels-
ful, but by the learning, virtue, and picty of its pro-
feflors.

|
Our political fituation, relulting {rom independence,

tends to exalt and miprove the minds of our citizens.
GREAT OCCASIONS ALWAYS PRODUCE CREAT MEN.,
While we were [fuljedls, the funflions of government
were performed for us, but not by us.  To adminifler
the public affairs of hiiteen States, and of four millions
of pcople, the mili;,tary, civil, and political talents of
many will be neceflary,  Every v ofricey tn cach of thele

multifarious
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mult:farious departments, s Opcn to every citizen,
whn has the abiities reauiite for the difcharge of its
duiles. Such prolpecis cannot kal of cxciting a lau-
dabie ambition in our youih o make themlelves wor-
thy of puniic confidence.

It is onc of the peculiar privileges we enjov, in con-
fequence of mdependence, that no mdividual,
partv-intereil, no fc clan Iniuence can piunge us mto
war. U nflf:r our excciicnt conliitution, that fcourge of
naiions witl be avolded, unicls unprovoked and unre-
drefied injuries roule the body of the people. Had we
not afierted our rank among nations, we, as appen-
dages to Great Britam, ﬂmu]d this dav have been en-
caged in hoftiliies againft Irance, thongh bravely
ftrussling {or :he rights of man: and all this at the call
ofa forcign malter, and without any voice or will of
our own in the matter.  Think of the crucl war now
carrving on by kings and nobles againlt the cqual
rights of man—cail to mind the flaughtered thoufands,
whole blood is daily fhedding on the plains of Europe,
and let vour daily tribute of thanks afcend to the com-
mon Parent of the univerfe, who has cltablifhed you
1 2 i!t:parf.stc sovernment, cxempt from participating in
thefe hornd {cencs.

To all the advantazes of neutrality, we, as an inde-
pendent people, are cmulcd by thie faws of nations, of
naiurc, and of God.  But 1t mult be acknowledged,
that at prefent we are deprived of many of them,  The
fame friiit which miluenced Great Dritain to attempt

- the
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the fubverfion of our indevendence, has led her to
commit unwarranted outrazes on our commerce. Ifthe
voiccand intereflt of the people of thit country was the
rulcoftheirgavernment, as 1t 15 with us, tholc agareffions
cnour rights would never have taken place ; but unfortu-
natcly for them, and for us, the raterclis of the great
hody of their {ubjeéls have veen lacriiiced to the fears
and jealouites of their privileged orders.  In the mad-
nels of thetr zeal to reftiain France from domg what
cvery independent nation has a right to do, they have
needlefsly plunaed their own country into a ruinous
war ; and in the profecution of ity inftead of refpecting
our rights, as a ncutral nation, they have treated us as
il we were their fubjefls, bound to forego every branch
of our accultomed, lawful commerce, that might, in
their apprehenfton, contravenc their defigns,  Many
thanks to our worthy Prefident, for his honeft endea-
vors to preferve to us the bleflings of peace.  May
they be fuccelstul : but f, ontheir failure, the laft ex.
tremity mult be reforted to, we may call heaven and
earth to witnels, that all the blood, and all the guilt of
war, will lic at the door of Great Britaimn.  Peace was
our interelt—peace was our willh; and for the preler-
vation of ity the government and people of thele States
have done every thing that was realonable and proper
for them to do.  May the fword of the Umted States
never be unfheatiied for the purpoles of ambition: but
if it muft be unlifted in {clf-detence, may at fall with
decifive cltect on the difturbers of mankind. I beg
pardon for this digreffion, and with plealurc turn away
from contemplating the follics of that government, a

{cparation
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feparation from which we this day ceicbrate, that T mav
procecd 1,8 pmmm s out the fupertor advantages, which
we, as an independent people, enjov.

It weare to judge of the excellence of a govern-
ment from its fruits, 1 the happinets of s fubjetls,
we have abundant realon to be plealed with our own.—
Since the peace ot 1483, our couutry has been In a
ftatc of progrefive tmprovement—debts, and other
Cm.)arrilﬂﬁlﬂll[:-, growing out ¢l the late war, are, I
molt cales, nearly annthilated.  Our numbers have
been greatly angmented, both from the nuntroduttion of
foreigners, and the natural increafe of our own citizens.
Our exports and 1mports have overtlowed all their an-
cient boundaries. A reverue futheient to {upport na-
uonal credit, and to fausty all other public exigencies,
has been cafilyv raifed, and that without humemnrr the
people.  Upon an average, five of our crrizexs do
not pav as much to the fapport of government as onc
Europecan svajecT.  The whole fum expended in ad-
miniftering the public affairs of the United States, 15 nct

equal to the fourth part of what 1s annually Ipent 1 fup.
porting one crowned head 1n Europe.

From the increalc of our trade and population, new
ports are dally opened, and new towns and cities it
their heads in all dircctions.  The wildernefs on our wel.
tern {rontier 1s confiantly leflening by the ‘extenfion of
icw fetilements.  Manv who now hear me, have been
witnefs to aleaiflature of a {tate, comfortably accommo-
dated in a place, where feven vears ago the wrees of the

forelt
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forclt had never experienced the axe of the hufband-
N,

It was hoped by our cncinics, and feared by our
friecnds, that the people of independent America would
not readily coaleice under a government fufficiently
cneraetic for the fecurity of property and the prefervation
of internal peace ; but they have both been difappointed,
In thele States, there 1s a vigorous cxertion of the laws,
and an upright admmifiration of jultice.  Property and
perfonal nghts are well fecured; criminais are cafily
brought to luffer the punifhment duc to their demerits ;
and no legal impediment exifts 1 the way of creditors
recovering the fullamount of whatisducto them.  Thefe
bleflings arc {ccured to us without the mtervention of a
flanding army.  Our government, rclling on the aflecs
tions of the people, needs no othier fupport than that of
citizEx-soLpiers.  How unhiketiis to forcign coun-
trics, where cnormous taxes are IICLCI'JI’) (0 pay {tand-
ing annies, and where ftanding armies are necellary to
fecure the payment of enormous taxcs.

Tnne would fail me to ecnumcrate all the fuperor ad-
vantages our ciuzens enjoy under that free government
to which independence gave birth. T may fafely allirm,
in general, that as it proceeded from the people, 1t has
been admuniftered for their benefit.  The public goodl

has been the pole ftar b} which its operations have bheen
chretled.

That we may rightly prize our political condition, lct

s
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us czfl our cves over i poabients of the old warld,
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gucis fu bad ; but 11 what
1gusand happrieds of the common peo-
pic jo wuch reipecied as i tacle States? I this cnu-
meraiion 1 purpotehr omit France.  Her former govern-
ment vas ong of the worlt.  We truft and hope, that
when rezce 1s reltored, her enlightencd rulers will {ur-
nish aniew and firong proof of the conncetion between

Lbcity and happincs.

Among the cltablithed govermments of E Earope, that
of Great Dritatn aclervedly {ftands hign: what 1s {aulty
in that we have avoided, what is excellent-in it we
“have tranfplanted in our own, with additions and im-
provements. Is trial bv jury the pride of Britons?
It is 1n like manner the l}:m}-ngl.t of ourcitizens. Do
Enslifhmen boalt of the privileges they enjoy by virtue
of the At of Parliament, commonly called the Habceas
Corpus Att? We enjoy the fame, and with more fa-
cilty, for with us two magiftrates {onc of whom 1s of
the quomm} arc empowered to give all the relicf to a
corfined cuiizen which is contemplated by that act. Do

Enghﬂlmuz



INHABITANTS OF CHARLESTON. 15

Faglilhmen glory in the Revolution of 1688, and of
the cotemporary Afts of Parliament, which declared
the rights and libertices of the fubject?  'We have much
morc rcafon to be proud of our conlhitution.  Who-
cver cxamines thele declaratory atts of the Englifh
Parliament, will find, that all the provifions mfavor of
liberty which they contain, fly up and kick the beam,
when weighed againft the foliowing fingle fentence of
our conftitution— all power is originally velted in
¢ the Pcople, and all frce governments are lounded

“ on their authority, and inflituted for their peaces
“ fafety, and happinefs.”

It is truc, that by the revolution ol 1688, the people

of England got a forcign prince to nile over them on
better terms than their own dosmeflzc tvrants had donc;

- but neverthelels, they only exchanged one mafter for
another: for in their A&t of Scttlement. io ufe their
own words, * they moft humbly and faithfully fubmit-
“ ted themfclves, their heirs, and thetr pofterities.”
This @ra was only the carly dawn of that liberty, which
fhines onusin its noon-tide blaze. It was rcierved for

Americans to put government on its proper foundation,
the fovereignty of.the People.

Do Englifhmen valuc themfelves on what 1s called
Magna Charta? In the preamble to this cclebraied in-
ftrumenty 1t 1s {ftated, that ¢ the king, of his mere free
““ will, gave and granted to all frécmen of his realm, the
“ liberties,” which are thercin fpecified.  What is faid
to be thus given and granted by the free will of the fo-

verelgn,
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vereign, we, the people of America, hold in our owry
night. The lovereignty reils mouriclves, and mftead of
receiving the privilege of fyce ciiizons 2s a boon from
the hands ol our rulers, we dclimed thelr powers
by a conliitution of otir own framing, which prefcribed
to them, that thus far they might o, but no farther.
All powcer, not thus exprelsly delegated, is retained
Here let us paufe, and lcifurely furvey the difference
beiweena citizex and 2 sunjecr. A free citizen,
of a frec flate, 1s the highell utle of man. A fubjed is
born in 2 flatc of dependence, and bound to obey.
A citizen has within himfclt a portion of lovereignty,

and is capable of fornung or amending the conflitution,

by which ke is 1o be governed ; and of ciedting, or of
bcing elecied, o the ofiice of its il magifirate.  In
monarchics, the fubjebls are what they are by Ihc crace
¢f their Learagn ; but n free repreientative govern.
mente. rulers are what thev are by the arace of the

PCOI‘:L.

In comparing tiic confirutuon of the legifi2tive affem.
blies of thefe fiztes wiih the pariiement of Great Dri-
tain, how firtking the contraft! Ilere the reprefenta.
tives are appomted on fuch prmmaples as collelt and
tranfmit the real fenuments of the reprefented; but
Great Britain the Farliament 15 2 mockery of reprefen.
tetion. The clectors are but a handlul of the whole
mais of {ubjects. Large towns hawe few or no repre-
fentatives, while decayed boroughs are authorifed to
fend infimtely morc than would be their quota on any
rcaoneble fvltem, In thefe States, the legiflative af-

femblics
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femblics are like mimature piGiures of the whole com-
munity, where cach part retalus its comparaitve Impor-
tance, though on a reduced fcale.  In the parliament
of Great Britain, the fow give law to the many. It has
been demonfirated, by calculations on this fubject, that
the majority of the Engiiih houfe of commons 1s chofen
by lefs than cignt thoufand perfons, though the kingdom
contains morc than cight millions of fubjefls.  Here the
views and wifhes of the legiflature ave for the moft part
the views and wifhes of the people: -but in England the
rcverfe is often the cale.  Inthe Brtiih Parliament, the
minifter, with a penfioncd majority, may carry what
{chemes he pieafes; but in our legiflative aflemblies,
every overture muft ftand or fall according to its real
or apparent tendency to help or hurt the people.  Thus
might I go on, ull I outrzged your patience, n demon-
ftrating the fuperiority of our government over tholc
which are reputed the beft in tie old world.

With {uch a conflitution, and with fiich extenfive ter-
ritory, as we poflcfs, to what height of national greatnefs
may we not alpirc? Some of our large {tates have ter-
ritory fuperior to the 1iflands of Great Britain, and the
whole together are Iittle inferior to Europe itfelf. The
natural advantages of our country are many and great,
We are not left to depend on others for our fupport and
firength.  Our luxuricus {il is capable of producing,
not only enough for the ncrealing multitude that inha-
bits it, but a furplufage for exportation, fufficient to
{upply the wants of hundrcds of thoufands in foreign

countrics.  Qur auwmbers, if they continue to incveale as
: ; b they
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ey Ditmerio have dove, wilic mlels than a century,
amount 1o fory minions.  1he Lgit of (cience is kind-
Vo up 1 overy corner of iheie States. Manulattures,
and all the ulchul ais, are maiing a rapid progrels
ameng us; wite agriculiurey the frft and beft employ-
ment of man, arpalles all s ancient hmus. With
picafure 1 couid dweli on it plealing profpett of our
rifina arcemiels; but I L to womnt out what 1s the
line of condudt proper to & purfued by thole who are
Qo highlv fevored. We wight, i he hrit place, to be
; teful to e wil-wirie Dilpofer of events, who has given
s o g. ezt a porton of political happinels.  To pollels
ich a counurv. with tie blellings of Liberty and peace,
tocether with that fecuriy of perfon and property, which
-

reiits fiom 2 well-ordered etheient government, s, or
cuzu 1o be, maiter of conftant thankfulnels.

Indafiny, frugalit, and iemperance, are virtues which
we fhould cmmently culuvate.  Thele are the only
foundanon onwhicha pepular govermmuent can reft with
afety. Republicans fhould be plam i their apparcl,
ir entertamments, thar furmiture, end their equi-
~g2 Idleneis, extravagence, and diflipation of every
s, fhould be banfhed from our borders. It 1s from
o manitriows @lone that we can gather flrength, The
- THUeS NOwW rncmrm:wdr-d a1c thole which prepared 1n-

¢ Rome for 4 Ler geeatnefs, end it 1s only from the
Pracilce (:.fmcm that we can expect to sttain that rank
«mong naunas, o which our growmg numbers and ex.
ionfive tarritorv anude us to afpire,

| ' While
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While we celebrate dus day, we fhould cali to recol-
le€lion thole who have nobly failen 1 fupport of mde-
pendence. Tune would fatl to 'do them juttice indivi-
dually.  To mention the names of forme, feems a fpecies
of injury to others, who are equally deferving of our
pratfe. It is the bufinefs of the llorian to recite their
names, and to tell thetr gallant deeds. Let us, while we
recolleét therr virtues, be ammated with the love of cur
country, that, Jike them, when called upon, we may
die m its defence.

Many of thofc tricd friends, whe bravely fought our
battles, or who wilcly conducted our civil affairs throngh
the late revolution, have taken their keave of this carthly
flage, and a new generation hias nearly grown up 1 thenr
places.  On them it depends to imfh what their father;
have begun,  Much is il wanting to perfect our inter-
nal police.  As our govermment refts on the broad baf
of the People, cvery excertion thould be made to diffufe
virtue and  knowledge amony theme The waznformed
and mzfenformed are it wols w fablaive the views of the
turbulent and ambivous.  Ishorance 15 the coeiny of -
Liberty, and the nurfe of Deipoudm,  Let it, therclore,
be our ftudy to muliply and fzchate ghc means of m-
ftruftion, through cvery part of our country,

This woutld be a fafe and conltitutional anudote to
arillocracy. In thefe States, where the rights of primo.
geniture are abolifhed—where othces are open to all—
where elections are frequent, and the right of fuflrage
is univerfal and equal ; if wego one fiep farthidr, and

B2 gIve
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Had I a voice that could be ' 0 % Wew Hemm-
fhire to Georaia, it hould be exiies o uraing toe ne-
ceffity of diffeminsting vire eud iy lge amona owr
ctizens.  Onthis Tubiedt; the poliey o ceafter fictes
1s well u'ﬂ*'f’“:* Si i;‘:‘i:,‘:i?n':. The wiic neome of tha
extremityv ol ithe U.ivg, never form a new townlhip,
without making arraneements that fecure to its inhabi-
rants the inftrucion of youth, and the public preaching
of the mfpcl Hence their children are carly taught
t0 know thair rights, and to relpect themlelves.  They
grow up good members of fociety, and flaunch defend-
ers of their couniry’s canfe.  No daring demagogue—
no crafiy Cataline—no ambitious Czlar, can make any

irhpreﬁ]on on ihe Liberties of fuch an cn!igl:tcncd peopic,

. To France is afiigned the talk of defending republi-
canifm by arms; but our duty 15 of a diflerent Kind.
Szparated by the wide Atlantic from the bloedy d:iffen-
tions of the old world, we thould ftudy to culiivate
every uleful art—to enysy in peace with all mankind
the numerons blefinos which Providence has thrown
in our way—to tranimit them to pofterity, and to ex-
tend them to all withina our reach.  This oughi to be the

mbiton of Americans, and not to {eek an cuiraement
of their domimon. or to build their advancement on
ihe degradaticn of others.

We
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We fhould above all things, fludy to promote the
union and harmony of the different States.  Perifh the
man who wilhes to divide us, mto back country and
low country, into a northen and fouthern, or into an
caftern and weltern interclt. | Forimng one empire we
fhall be truly refpectable; but divided into two, or more,
we muft become the fport of forcign nations, and peace
will be for ever exiled from our borders.  The uhy
and mdivihibility of the republic is an cfiential paot of
the IFrench Conftitution, {o 1t oucht (o be with us.  We
fhould confider the people of thts country, from the
Miflillippt to the Adantic, from New Hamplhire to
Georgia, as forming one whole, the interelz of which
hould be preferred to that of every part, . ¥ven the
prejudices, peculiariiics, and local habis of tne qiffe-
rent ftates, fhould be refpetled and tenderly dealt with,

The art of government has never been brousht near
to that degrec of peifechion of whichi it is copable. It
s Jamentably true thata f2ld o or never has been ad-
minitered with any cxnrels view to 1t proper chied,
the happinels of the governed.  We {hould be fived
with the generous ambition of teacnme wankind, by our
example, that the people ave capeble of BOVCIIY (-
{zlves to better purpole than 1t ever has been done by
kings and prevideged orders. Mced of high ront, i;l
Furope, have aflerted, that a government forned at
noon, on the equal principles we have «dopred, would
terminate before the dettmg ol the fun. - This uay beains
the ninetcenth year of ours, and it is now flionger, and

more firmly cftablilhed than it ever was, e inow by

CXPCrizhice
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expenence, taat thecoltlv pageantry of kmas and conrts,
1s not edenaal o p()]iiical hapniacls. From the vigour
ot cus fiee government, and cl:cad v Do anlwer-
g cvery purpole that a government ezt 1o anfwer,
the worid may learny that there 1s no neeeffity, m the
nature of tainzs, for man o lord it over man.  Iafe-
rences may oo fairly drawn from our prefent happy po-
jical finuansn, uhlch lead to the exurpation of defso-
tiiin from the facc of the elobe.  Let us forwardg this
deirabie revolution, not by ollictouily intermeddhog
with the internal poiiiy of forcign countries, but by ex-
hibiting {uch an accumulation of private virtue and pub-
lic happinels, that other nations, ftuck with the fruits
of our excilicnt conflitution, may be induced, from
free choice, to new model their own on fiinilar princi-

nlcs.

The cves of the world are fixed on this country and
on France. The abettors of tyranny arc anxioufly
or opporiuiniics o difcredit the new doctrines
of the Rizhis of Man. They on every occalion, repre-
fons them as fcadine to confufion and anarchy.  Equa-
hiy of nchts, and equality of property,; 1s, their opi-
nion, oncand the fime thing.  Let the wildom of our
laws, and the orderly conduct of cur citizens, dilap-
point their wifiies, and give the lic o their calumnies.
Lct us toach them, by cur example, that genuine re-
pubiicanifm is friendly to order, and a proper fubordi-
nation in focict}'——that it 1s hollile to mobs, and licen-
toulzels of every kind, but the firm fupporicr of con-

ftituted
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Hiwted authorities—the guardian of property, as well
as of the rights ofmnan.

France is daily proving, that a handhul of citizens,
fighting under the banners of Liberty, is more than 4
match for an holt of mercenarics, engaged in fupport-ot
Tyrenny. It remains for us to recommend lree go-
vermnents, by the example of a peaceable, order'y,
virtwous, and happy people.  We fhould prefs forward
in accomplithing every thing that can add to the com-
mon flock of public good,  *While war, with its horrid
attendants, 1s the paftime of kings, letitbe the ftudy of
republicans, to make unccaling savances in every ihing
that can improve, rcfine or cmbeilifh fociety.  Anima-
ted with this noble ambition, the fuperior happinels of
our country will amply repay us for the blood and trea-
fure which independence has coft. May hat ambition
firc our breafts, and may that happinels increale, and
know no ¢nd, ull ume fhall be no more.

FINIS.



