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ORATI O N.

Friends and F. ellow~Cztzzem,

MPRESSED with the -deepeft fenfe of my
infufficiency, I rife to-addrefs you with pe-

culiar diffidence.  When I confider the know-.
ledge and eloquence neceffary to difplay the glo-
rious profpects, which ‘Independence opens to
this continent, I am ftung with a degree of felf-
reproach for undcrtakm.g the important tafk.
But your known attachment tc.the. caufe of
America encourages me to hope, that.you will
receive with indulgence, a well-intended exerti-
on to promote her welfare; and emboldeps me
“to caft myfelf on that candour, which looks with
kindnefs on the fecbleft efforts of an honeft mind.-

We are now celebrating the anniverfary of
our emancipation from Britifh tyranny ; an event
that will conftitute.an illuftrious ®ra in the hif-
tory of the world, and which promifes an ex-
tenfion of. all thofe ble,ﬂings to our country, for
which we'would choofe tq live, or dare to die.

Our prefent form of government is every way
preferable tothe royal one we have lately renoun- -
ced. It jis much more favorable to purity of mo-
rals, and better ¢alculated . to promote all our

B important
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important interefts. Honefty, plain dealing, and
{imple manners, were never made the patterns
of courtly behaviour. Artificial manners always
prevail in kingly governments; and royal courts
are refervoirs, from whence infincerity, hypo-
crify, diffimulation, pride, luxury, and extrava-
gance, deluge and overwhelm the body of the
people, On the other hand, republics are favor-
able to truth, fincerity, frugality, induftry,dnd
{implicity of manners. Equality, the iife and
foul of commonwealth, cuts off all pretenfions
to preferment, but thofe which arife from extra-
ordinary merit: VVhereas in royal governments,
he that can beft pleate his fupex iors, by the low:
arts of fawningand adulanon, is moft hkely to
obtain favour. |

It was the intereft of Great-Bm*am to encou-:
rage our diffipation and extravagance, for the
two-fold purpofe of increafing the fale of her
manufactures, and of perpetuatmg our fubordi-
nation. ' In vain we fought to check the growtl:
of luxury, by fumptuary laws ; every wholefome
reftraint of this kind was fure to meet with the
royal negative : While the whole force of ex~
ample was employed to induce us to copy the
diflipatcd manners of the country from which we
{prung. If, therefore, we had continued de-
pendent, our frugality, induftry, and fimplicity
of manners would have béen loft in an imitation
of Britith extravagance, xdlencfs, and falle re-
finements. |

How much' more- happy is our prefcnt ﬁtua-‘

tion, when neceflity, co-operating with the love
of
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of our country, compels us to adopt both public
and private economy? Many are now induf-
- trioufly clothing themfelves and their families in
fober homefpun, who, had we remained de-

endent, would have been fpending their time
in idlenefs, and ftrutting in the coftly robes of
Britifh gaiety.

The arts and {ciences, which ]angmﬂ]ed un-
der the low profpeéts of fubjection, will now
raife their drooping heads, and fpread far and
wide, till they have reached the remoteft ‘parts
of this untutored continent. It is the happinefs
of our prefent conftitution, that all offices lie:
open to men of merit, of whatever rank or con-
dition; and that even the reins of ftate may be
held by the fon of the pooreﬁ: man, if poffeflfed
of abilities equal to the important ftation. We
are no more to look up for the bleflings of go-
vernment to hungry courtiers, or the needy de-
pendents of Britifh nobility ; but muft educate
our own children for thefe exilted purpofes.
When f{ubjefts, we had {carce any other fharein
government, but to obey the arbitrary mandates
of a Britith parliament: But honor with her
dazzling pomp, intereft with her golden lure,
and patriotifin with her heart-felt fatisfattion,
jointly call upon us now to qualify ourfelves and

pofterity for the bench, the army, the navy,

the learned profeffions, and all the departments

of civil government. The independence of our

country holds forth fuch generous encourage-

ment to youth, as cannot fail of making many

of them defpife the fyren calls of luxury and
B2 mirth,
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mirth, and purfue heaven-born wifdom with
unwearied application. A few years will now
produce a much greater number of men of learn-
~ing and ablhthS, than we could have expe&ted
for ages in otr boyifh ftate of minority, guided
by the leading ftrings of a parent country. |
How trifling the objedts of deliberation that
camebefore our former legiflative affemblies, com-
pared with the great and important mat_ters on
which they muft now decide ? They might then,
with the leave of the king, his governors and
councils,make laws about yoking hogs, branding
cattle, or marking rice ; but they are now cal-
Yed upon to determine on peace and war, treaties
and negociations with foreign ftates, and other
fubjedts interefting to the peace, liberty, fove-
reignty, and independence of a wide extended
empire. No wonder, that{o little attention has
been paid to learning ; for ignorance was better
than knowledge, while our abje&t and humili-
ating condition fo effetually tended to crufh the
exertions of the human mind, and to extinguifh
a generous ardor for literary pre-eminence.
The times in which we live, and the govern.
ments we have lately adopted, all confpire to
fan the {parks of geniusin every breaft, and kin-
dle them into flame. When, like children, we
were under the guardianfhip of a foreign power,
our limited attention was naturally engroffed by
agriculture, or dire&ted to the low purfuit of
wealth. In this ftate, the powers of the foul,
benumbed with eafe and indolence, funk usinto
floth and effeminacy, Hardfhips, dangers, and
proper
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proper opportunities, give fcope to aftive vir-
tues, and roufe the mind to fuch vigorous exer-
tions, as command the admiration of an applaud-
ing world. Rome, when fhe filled the earth
with the terror of her arms, fometimes called
her generals from the plough : 1In like manner,
the great want of proper perfons to fill high- fta-
tions, has drawn from obfcurity many illuftrious
characters, which will dazzle the world with
the fplendour of their names. The neceffities of
our country require the utmoft ‘exertions of all
our powers; from which vigorous united ef-
forts, much more improvement of ithe human
mind is to be expefted, than if wehad remained
in a torpid ftate of dependence. -
Eloquence is the child of a free ftate. In this
form of government, as public meafures are de-
termined by a majority of votes, arguments en-
forced by the arts of perfuafion, muft evermore
be crowned with fuccefs: The rifing patriot,
therefore, who wifhes the happinefs of his coun-
try, will cultivate the art of public {peaking.
~ Inroyal governments, where the will of one or
a few has the dire&ion of public meafures, the
orator may harangue, but moft probably will
reap profecution and imprifonment, as the fruit
of his labour : Whereas, in our prefent happy
{yftem, the pooreft {chool-boy may profecute his
ftudies with increafing ardour, from the profpect,
that in a few years he may, by his improved
abilities, dirett the determinations of public bo-
dies, on fubjets of the moft ftupendous confe-
quence. , '

Thus
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- Thus might I go through the whole circle of
the arts and {ciences, and fhew, that while we
remained Britifh {hbje&s, cramped and reftrained
by the limited views of dependence, each one of
thcm would dwindle and decay, -compared with
the perfetion and glory in which they will
bloom and flourifh,under the enhvenmgfun[hmc
of freedom and mdependencc.

I appeal to the experience of all, whether
they do not feel an elevation’ of foul growing
out of the emancipation of their country, while
they recolleét that they are no longer fubjett to
lawlefs will, but poflefs the powers of felf-go-
' vernment, and are called upon to bear an a&xve
part in fupportmg and perpetuating the fove-
reignty of the United States; and in organizing
~ them in fuch a manner, as will produce the
greateft portion of political happinefs to the pre-
{tnt and future generations, In this elevation
of foul confifts true genius; which is cramped
by kingly government, and can only flourifh in
free {tates.

The attention of thoufands is now called forth
from their ordinary employments to fubje&ts con-
nected with the fovereignty and happinefs of a
great continent. ~ As no one can tell te what
extent the human mind may be cultivated ; fono
one can forefee what great events may be
brought into exiftence, by the exertions of fo
many minds, expanded by clofe attention to fub-
je&s of fuch vaft importance.

The Royal Society was founded immediately

- afterthe termination of the civil wars in England.
In
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In like manner, may we not hope, as foon as
this conteft is ended, that the exalted {pirits. of
our politicians ‘and warriors’ will engage in the
enlargement of public happinefs, by cultivating
the arts of peace, and promoting ufeful knows
ledge, with an ardor equul to that which firft
roufed them to bleed in the caufe of liberty and
their country? Their genius fharpened by theiy
prefent glorious exertions, will naturally feck for
a continuance of fuitable employment. Having,
with well tried {words, and prudent counfelsy
fecured liberty and independence for themfelves
aiid- pofterity, their great fouls will ftoop to
nothing lefs “than concerting wife fchemes of
civil pohcy and happinefs—inftruting the world
in wfeful -arts—dhd eéxtending the empire of
{cience. 1 forefée focieties formed of our heroes
and ftatefmen, reléafed from their prefent cares
fome of which will teach mankifnd to' plough
fow, plant, build, and improveithe rough face
of naturc, whale‘hcrs crxt:cally examine the
various productions &s the animal, vegetable, and
mineral kingdoms, and teach- their countrymery
to ¢ look through Nature up to Nature’s God.”™
Little has been hitherto done towards complet-
ing the. patural hiftery of America, or for thd
improvement of agriculture, - and. the. peaceful
arts of civil life; but who will be {urprifed at
this, who confiders, that during the long pafy
night of 140 years, our minds were deprefled,
and our ativity benumbed by the low profpedts
of fubje®ion? Future diligence ‘will convince
the
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the candid world, that paft inattention was the
effe& of our dependcnt form of government.
Every circumftance concurs to make it proba~
ble, that the arts and {ciences will be cultivated.
extended, and improved, in independent Ame-
rica. They require a freth foil, and always
flourifh moit in new countries. A iarge volume
of the book of nature, yet vare.id, is open before
us, and invites our attenti¥- perufal.  Many
~ ufeful plants, unknown to the moft induftrious
botanift, wafte their virtues in our defert air..
Various parts of our country, hitherto untrod
by the foot of any chymift, abound with differ-
ent mineralss 'We ftand on the fhoulders of our
predeceffors, with refpect to the arts that depend
on experiment and obfervation. The face of-
our country, interfected by rivers, or covered
by woods and fwamps, gives ample fcope for
the improvement of mechanics, mathematics,
and natural philofophy.  Our free governments
are the proper nurferies of rhetoric, criticifm,
and the arts which are founded on the piulofophy
of the human mind. In monarchies, an extreme.
degree of politenefs difguifes the fimplicity oft
nature, and ¢ fets the looks at variance with the
thoughts ;" in republics, mankind appear as
they really are, without any falfe colouring: In
thefe governments, therefore, - attentive obfer-
vers have an opportunity of knowing all the
avenues to the heart,” and of thoroughly under-
ftanding human nature. The great inferiority
of the moderns to the ancientsin fine writing, is
to be referred to this veil caft over mankind, by
the
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the arnﬁcul refinements of modcm morarchies.
From the operation of fimilar caufes it is hoped,
that the free governments of America will pro-
duce poets, orators, critics, and hiftorians, equal
to the moft celebrated of the ancient common-
wealths of Greece and Italy,

Large empires ave lefs favorable to true plu-

lofophy, than finall, independent ftates. The
authority of » great author is apt, in the for-
mer cafe, to extinguifh a free enquiry, and to
give cierency to falfehood unexamined. The
doétrines of Confucius were believed all over
China, and the philofophy of Defcartcs, inFrance:
But ncnghbourmg nations, examining themwith-
out partiality or prepofleflion, exploded them
botii.  For the fame reafon, our feparate {tates,
jealous of the literary reputation of each other,
“and uninfluenced by any. partial bias, will criti-
cally pry into the merit of every mew opinjor
and fyftem; and nought but truth will {tand
the teft, and finally prevail. ‘
. In monarchies, favour is the fource of pre-
ferment; but, in our new forms of government,
no one can command the fuffrages of the people,
unlefs by his {fuperior merit and capacity.

The weight of each ftate in the continental
{cale, will ever be proportioned to the abilitics
of its reprefentatives in Congrefs: Hence, ar
cmulation will take placc, each contending with
the other, which fhall produce the moft accom-
plithed ftatefinen. From the joint influence of
all thefe combined caufes, it may ﬁrongly be
prcfumed that htuamxc w:ll flourifh in Ame-
‘ C ____vricas
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rica; and that our Independence will be an ii-
luftriousepocha, remarkable for the fpreadm gand
improvement of {cience.

A zeal for promoting learning, unknown in
the days of our {ubje@ion, has already begun to
over{pread thefe United States. In the laft fef-
fion of our Affembly, three focieties were in-
corporated for the laudable purpofe of ere@ing
feminaries of education. Nor is the noble {pi-
rit confined to us alone: Even now, amidft the
tomults of war, literary inftitutions are form-
ing all over the continent, which muft light up
fuch a blaze of knowledge, as cannot fail to burn,
and catch, and fpread, until it has finally illu-
mina: ~d, with the rays of fcience, the moft dif-
tant 1. reats of ignorance and barbarity.

Our change of government {miles upon our
commerce with an afpect peculiarly benign and
favorable. In a few years, we may expet to
fee the colours of France, Spain, Holland, Pruf-
fia, Portugal, and thofe of every other maritime
power, waving on our coafts; whilit Americans
unfurl the Thirteen Stripes in the remoteft har-
bours of the world. Our different climates and
foils produce a great variety of ufeful commodi-
ties. ' he fea wafhes our coaft along an exten-
five t1 &t of two thovfand miles; and no coun-
try abounds in a greater plenty of materials for
fhip-building, or has a better profpeét of a ref-
peitable navy. Our ftately oaks, the greater
part of which would probably have withered in
their native {pots, had we remained fubjects,
will now be converted into fhips of war, to ride

trinmphant
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triumphant on the ocean, and to carry Ameri-
can thunder around the world. Whole forefts
will be transformed into veflels of commerce,.
enriching this independent continent with the
produce of every clime and every foil. The
wealth of Europe, Afia, and Africa, will flow in
upon America: Our trade will no longer be con-
fined by the felfifh regulations of an avaricious
ftep-dame, but follow wherever intereft leads
the way. Our great obje&, as a trading people,
{hould be to procure the beft prices for our com-
modities, and foreign articles at the moft reafon-
able rates: But all this was cruelly reverfed by
alts of the Britith Parliament, regulating our
trade ina fubferviency to their own emolument;
our intereft being entirely out of the queftion.
It requires but a moment’s recolle®ion to con-
vince us, that as we now have a free trade with
all the world, we fhall obtain a more gene-
rous price for our produce, and foreign goods
on eafier terms, than we ever could, while
we were fubje® to Britith monopoly.* The
c2 boafted

* That Britifh merchants gave us a low pgice for our
commodities, appears from this fingle confideration—they
made money by exporting them from England. If they
found it profitable to export tobacco, rice, indigo, &c.
from Britain, it muft bein confequence of their allowing the
American colonifts lefs for thofe articles, than they would
have brought in European markets. In thismanner, much
of our produce was fold to the confumers, loaded with dou-
ble freight, infurance, and commiffions, over and above
the additional expenfe of unloading and reloading in Great
Britain, The induitrious American planter received no,

more
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boafted att of navigation was not intended for
our advantage, nor for theadvantageof thewhole
empire; but was a glaring monument of the »1l-
grafping nature of unlimited power. To enu-
merate all the ungenerous reftrictions impofed by
the

more for his produce than the pittance the Britifh merchant,
after referving his own profit, was pleafed to allow on the
fale thereof, brought to market charged with this unnecef-
fary expenfe. The diftance from America to thofe places of
Europe, which confumed our ftaples, is generally lefs than
to the Britith ports. From all which premifes, it appears
undeniably evident, that American commodities, carried
direétly to the countries where they are confumed, will pro-
duce much more clear profit to the planter, than when they
arived there by the circuitous way of Great Britain.

The fame reafoning holds good with refpeét to many ar-
ticles imported from England, which were not of its own
growth or manufaéture; for they would come much cheaper
from the countries where they were made, than they ever
could, while we were obliged to receive them through the
hands of Britith merchants, loaded with double freight, in-
furance, commiflions, and fometimes with duties, If inter-
eft had not filenced the voice of juftice, Great Britain, while
fhe obliged us to buy at her market, would have confidered
herfelf as bound to fupply our wants ascheap, as they ceuld
be fupplied elfewhere: But inftead of this, fhe not only
fixed exorbitant prices on articles of her own produétion,
but refufed usthe libesty of buying from foreigners thofe
articles which her own markets didg not afford, and had alfo
begun the fatal policy of fuperadding additional duties.
What a fcene of oppreflion does this open to us? A great
part of the price, for which our coramodities fold in Europe,
was lodged in Britith coffers; and we were obliged to buy
manufactures of her produ@ion, at prices of her own fix-
Ing, and were refirained from buying even thofe articles
which fhe could not raife, where they could be got cheapett:
Befides, as we durft not buy from any others, they had it
In their power to fix any advance on the firft coft, that their
avarice prefcribed, and our neceflities would permit.
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the Britith government on American commerce;

would be an outrage on patience. Time only

will unfold the whole of this myftery of iniquity,

A few years experience will fhew fuch an ama-

zing difterence between the fettered trade of the
Britifh Colonies, and the extenfive commerce of
the Free, Independent States of America, as
will caufe us to ftand amazed, that we fo long-
and fo patiently fubmitted to fo many and fuch

cruel reftritions. In one word, fo long as we

remained dependent, the comimerce of this great
continent would have been facrificed to the in-
tereft of a felfifh European ifland. '-

Carolina had particular reafon to wifh for the

free trade of Independence.t The wholeifland
of Great Britain did not annually confume more
than five thoufand barrels of her ftaple commo-
dity, rice; and yet, it wasan enumerated arti-
cle. 'The charge on unloading, reloading, and
fhifting every cafk, owing to this enumeration,
was immenfe ; though it ferved no other purpofe
but to procure jobs for Britifh coopers and wharf-
ingers. So little regard was had to our intereft,
while dependent, that this enumeration was ob-

tained

+ The Tobacco Colonies were alfo great lofers by the
Britith monopoly of trade. The duties on their ftaple
amounted to more than half the firft coft. Tobacco export-
ed from Britain, f{old in European markets for more than
double the fum the American’ planter received for it.—If it
fhould become a cuftom in the United States, to celebrate
the anniverfay of Independence with an annual oration, it
is hoped that fome citizen of Virginia or Maryland, will
place the felfith reftritions on the exportation of this valu-
able commodity, in a proper light.
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tained by the inftigation of a Captain Cole: Se-
veral veflels coming from England before him,
and purchafing rice for Portugal, prevented the
aforefaid captain of a loading ; he returned, and
in refentment faid, carrying rice to Portugal
was a prejudice to the trade of England: Andon
this fingle inftance, fo ill founded and fupported,
rice became an enumerated artic '~ * How could
our trade flourith, or our produce bring its full
value, while reftrited by a legiflature {o regard.
lefs of our intereft, that a petty captain, to fe-
curc himfelf a cargo, could prevent our {taple
from being fent diretly to a foreign market.
Union with Great Britain confined us to the
-confumption of her manufattures, and reftrained
us from fupplying our wauts by the improve-
ment of thofe articles, which the bounty of
Heaven had beftowed on our country., So nu-
merous were the inhabitants of fome provinces,
that they could not all find employment in cul-
tivating the earth; and yet a fingle hat, manu-
. faltured in one colony, and exported for fale to
another, forfeited both veflel and cargo. The
famepenaltieswere inflicted for tranfporting wool
from one to another. A&s of parliament have
been made to prohibit the erettion of flitting
mills in America. Thus did Britith tyranny
exert her powei, to make us a needy and de-
pendent people, obliged to go to her market,
and to buy at her prices; and all this at a time
when, by her exclufive trade, fhe fixed her own
prices on our commodities,

How
¢ Geeon'{rade, page 21,
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How widely different is our prefent fituation?
The glorious fourth of July, 1776, repealed all
thefe cruel reftritions, and holds forth gene-
rous prices, and public premiums, for our en-
couragementin the erettion of all kinds of manu«
faltures, | |

We arethe firft people in the world, who have
had it in their power to choofe their own form
of government. Conftitutions were forced on
all other nations, by the will of their conquer-
ors; or, they were formed by accident, caprioe;,
or the over-bearing influence of prevaillng par~
ties or particular perfons: But, happily for us,
the bands of Britith government wete diflolved
at a time when no rank above that of freemen
exilted among us, and when we were in a capa-
city to choote for ourfelves -among the various
forms of government, 4dnd to adopt that which
beft fuited our country and peaple. Our de-
liberations on this occafion, were not diretted
by ther over-grown authority of a conquering
general, or the ambition of an afpiring nobility,
but by the pole-ftar of publicgood, inducinguste
prefer thofe forms that would moft effettually
fecwye the greateft portion .of political happinefy
to the greateft number of people. - We had the
exanple of all ages for our inftruttion, and many
among us were well acquainted with the caufes
of profperity and mifery in other governments.

In times of public tranquillity, the mighty
have been too apt to encroach on the rights of
the many: But it is the great happinefs of Ame-
rica, that her independent conftitutions were

agreed
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sgréed ipon by common confent, ‘at a time
when her leading men needed the utmoft fup-
port of the multitude, and therefore could have
no other obje&t in view, but the formation of
fuch conftitutions as would beft fuit the people
at Jarge, and unite them moft hcartxly in repel-
hng common dangers.

As the ftrength of a people conﬁﬁs in their
numbers, our feparate ftates, fenfible of their
weakne(s, were - atually excited by felf intereft
to form fuch free governments, as would en-
courage the greateflt influx of inhabitants., In
this manner, an emulation has virtually taken
place in all the thirteen ftates, each contending
with the others, who fhould forni the freeft con-
ftitution. Thus independence has been the
fruitful parent of governments formed on equal
principles, more favourable to the liberty and
happinefs of the governed, than any that have
yet been recorded in the annals of hiftory,

- While we were dependent on Britain, our
freedom was out of the queftion; for what is a
free {tate, but one that is governed by its own
will? What fhadow of liberty then could we
poflefs, when the fingle NO of a king, 3000
miles diftant, was fuﬂlcxent to repeal any of our
laws, however ufeful and falutary; and when
we were to be bound in all cafes whatfoever by
men, in whofe elettion we had no vote, who
had an intereft oppofed to ours, and over whom
we had no controul? The wit of men could not
poflibly devife any mode, that would unite the
freedom of Amex ica with Britain’s claim of un-
limnited
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limited fupremacy. We were therefore reduced
to the alternative of liberty and independence,
or {lavery and union.  We wifely chofe to.cut
the gordian knot, which tied old Britain to the
new, and to ai’" ume our indepenclent flation
among the empires of the world.  Britain, had
fhe honettlv intended it, was incapable of governa
ing “us for the great purpofes of government.
Our diftance, and other local circumitances,
made it impoffible for her to be {ufficiently ac-
quainted with our fituation and waats: Bat,
admitting it was inher power, wehad no reaion
to expelt that fhe would hold the reins of gov=
ernment for any Oil;lél‘ epd but her own advan-~
tage. Human nature Ioo felfith, too ambitious,
for us to expel, that one country will govern
anothér, for any but interefted .purpofes. To
obtain the falutary ends of government, we mafk
blend the intereft of the people and their rulers;}
or elfe, the former will intallibly be {acrificed to
the latter. Hence, the abfurdity of our expett-
ing {ecurity, liberty, and fafety, while wec were
fubjets of a ftate a thoufand leagues diftant.

Connexion with Britain involved us in all her
quarrels; and fuch is the fluctvating {tate of her
politics, that we could not long expe&t a political
- calm. In vaindid the Atlantic ocean interpofe
for, by our unnatural union, we were neceflarily
dragged into every war, which her pride’or am-
bition might occalion. Befides, as {he confidered
the colonies as her property, what was to hiuder
her from ceding any or all of them to the differ-
ent Europeun ftates? Thus, while we had no

» independent
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independent government of our own, we might
have been the fport of various contending pow-
ers, and toffed about, like a foot-ball, from one
to the other.

Our independence will naturally tend to fill
our country with inhabitants. Where life, li-
berty, and property are well fecured, and where
land is eafily and cheaply obtained, the natural
increafe of people will much exceed all European
calculations. Add to this, the inhabitants of
- the old world becoming acquamted with our
excellent forms of government, will emigrate
by thoufands. In their native lands, the ha:rd-
earned fruits of uninterrupted labour, are fcarcely
equal to a fcanty fupply of their natural wants ;
and this pittance is held on a very precarious
tenure; while our foil may be cheaply purchafed,
and will abundantly repay the toil of the huf-
bandman, whofe property no rzpacious landlord
dare invade. Happy America! whofe extent of
territory weftward, is fufficient to accommodate
with land, thoufands and millions of the vir-
tuous peafants, who now groan beneath tyranny
- and oppreflion in three quarters of the globe,
Who would remain in Europe, a dependent on
the will of an imperious landlord, when a few
years induftry can make him an independent
Amnerican freeholder?

Such will be the fruits of our glorious revo-
lution, thatin a little time, gay ficlds adorned
with the yellow robes of ripening harveft, will
Cnile in the remoteft depths of our weftern fron-
tscrs, where impaffable forefts now frown over

— the
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the uncultivated earth.  'The face of cur inte-
rior country will be changed from a barren wil-
dernefs, into the hofpitable abodes of peace and
plenty. Cities too, wi]l rife majeftic to the
view, on thofe very {pots which are now howled
over by favage beafts and more favege men.

The population of this country has been here-
tofore very rapid; but it is worthy of obferva-
tion, that this has varied more or lefs, in pro-
portion to the degrees of liberty that were grant-
ed to the diffcrent provinces, by their refpe&wc
charters. Pennfylvania and New-England, tho’
inferior in {oil, being bleft. originally with the
moft free forms of government, have outftripped
others in the relative increafe of their inhabit-
ants. Hence I infer, that as we are all now
completely free and independent, we fhall popu-
latc much fafter than we ever have done, or ever
would, while we were controuled by the jealous
policy 'of an infignificant ifland.

We poflefs thoufands and millions of acres,
which we may fell out to new fettlers, on terms
very eafy to them, and yet fufficient to defray
the whole expenfe of the prefent war. When
the quit rent. fonnerly paia to the king, fhall
be appropriated to the bcncﬁt of the independent
{tates, they will fill our treafuries to fo great a
degree, that foreign nations, knowiag that we
abound in the finews of war, will be afraid to
provoke us.  In afew years, when our finances
are properly arranged, the ftoppage of thofe
fums which were formerly drained from us, to
fupport the pride and extravagance of the Britifh

D2 kmg, -
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king, will be an ample provifion, without taxes,
for defraying the expenfe of our 1ndependent
governments, |

Itis difficultto computethe numberof advan-
tages arifing from our pr efent glorious ftruggle s
harder ftill, perhaps impoffible, precifely to afcer-
tain their extent. It has attracted the attention
of “all Europe to the nature of civil liberty, and
the rights of the people. Qur conftitutions,
pregnant with the feeds of liberty and hap-
pinefs, have been tranflated into a variety of
Janguages, and fpread far and wide, - Who can
tell what great eventsy now concealed in the
womb of time, may be brought into exiftence
by the nations of the old world emulating our
fuccefsful efforts in the caufe of liberty? The.
thrones of tyranny and defpotifm wxll totter,
when their fubje&s fhall learn and know, by our
example, that the happinefs of the people isthe
end and object of all lawful -government. The
wondering world hasbeheld the fmiles of Heaven
on the numerous fons of America refolving to
die or be free : Perhaps this noble example, like
a wide-fpreading conflagration, may catch from
breaft to breaft, and extend from nation to na-
tion, till tyranny and oppreflion are utterly ex-
tlrpatcd from the face of the carth.*

- ‘The

* Britain will eventually lofe lefs by our mdependence,
than is commonly feppofed. ‘The king and miniftry may be .
cured of their lut of domination, and will be deprived of
influence and the means of corruption. While fhe had a

monapoly of our trade, itencouraged idlencfs and extrava-

gance in her manufattures ; becaufe they were fure of a mar-
ket
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The tyrants and landlords of the old world,
who hold a great part of their fellow men in
bondage becaufe of their dependence for land,
will be obliged to relax of their arbitrary treat-
ment, when they find that America is an afylum
for freemen from all quarters of the globe.
They will be cautious of adding to the oppref-
fions of their poor fubjeéts and tenants, left they
fhould force them to abandon their country for -
the enjoyment of the fweets of American liberty,
In this view of the matter, 1 am confident that
the caufe of America is the caufe of human na-
ture, and that it will extend its iufluence to -
thoufands who will never {ec it, and procure
them a mitigation of the cruelties and oppreflions
impofed by their arbitrary tafk-mafters.

If fuch be the gloricus confequences of Inde-
pendeiice, who can be {o loft to every generous
fentiment, as to wifh to return under royal do-
mination? Who would not rather count it an
honour to ftand among the foremoft, in doing
and fuffering in a caufe fo intimately conneéted
with the happinefs of human nature? Away with -
all the peevifh complaints of the hardnefs of the

times,

ket for their goods, though dear and ill made: But, asin.
dependence wil beflow our commerce on thofe who moft
deferve it, this will be the means of introducing frugality
and induftry among her labouring poor.  Our population
will be fo- much the more rapid for our free governments,
that, in my humble opinion, that part of our trade which
will fall to the fhare of Great Britain, if fhe has the wifdom -
to conclude a fpeedy peace, will be more to her advantagp

than a monopoly of the whoie of it, if we had remained
fubjeéts. o
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times, and the weight of the taxes. The prize
for which we contend, would be cheaply pur-
chafed with double the expenfe of blood, trea-
fure, ard difficulty, it will ever coft us,

Our independent conftitutiens, formed on the
jufteft principles, promife fair to give the moft
perfet protettion to life, liberty, and property,
+ equally to the poor ‘and the rich. Asat the con-
flagration of Corinth, the various melted metals
running together, formed a new one, called
Corinthian braf(s, which was fuperior to any of
its component parts; in like manner, perhapsit
is the will of Heaven, that a new empire fhould
be here formed, of the different nations of the
old world, which will rife {uperior to all that
have gone before it, and extend human happinefs
to its utmoft poflible limits. None can tell to
what perfetion the arts of government may be
brought. May we not therefore expelt great
things from the patriots of this generation, jointly
co-operating to make the new-born republics of
America as complete as poffible? Isit not to be
hoped, that human nature will here receive her
moft finithed touches? That the artsand fciences
will be extended and improved? That religion,
learning, and liberty will be diffufed over this
continent? And, in fhort, that the American
editions of the human mmd will be more perfect
than any that have yet appeared ? Great things
have been achieved in the infancy of ftates;
and the ardor of a new people rifing to empire .
and renown, with profpeéts that tend to clevate
the human foul, encourages thefe flattering ex-
pectations, Should
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Should any puny politician objedt, that all
thefe profpets are vifionary, till we are certain
of independence; I reply, that -ve have beenin
pofleflion of it for two years, and are daily more
able to fupport it, and our enemies lef§s able to
overfet it. When we firft dared to contend
with Britain, we were a loofe, disjointed people,
under no other government but that of a well
regulated mob. If in thefe circumftances we
were able to defend ourfelves, whdt may we not
now expect, when we can draw forth our whole
ftrength in a regular conftitutional manner? 1f
the maiden. courage of our new raifed levies,
has fuccefsfully withftood the well tiained bands
of our enemies, can we diftruft, when three
campaigns have made them equal in difcipline,
to thofe with whom they are to contend? Such
is the fituation of Britain, that were we only
able to keep up the appearance of an army, .fhe
could not afford to protra@ the war: But inftead
of this, our troops are more numerous, better
difciplined, clothed, and armed, than they ever
were. ‘The moft timid may difmifs all theic
doubts, fince Louis XVI, of France, that illuf-
trious prote&tor of the rights of human nature,
with a magnanimity worthy of himfelf, has gua-
ranteed to us our independency. If Britain
could not {fubdue America when fhe ftood fingle
and alone, how abortive muft all her attempts
prove, when we are zided by the jower of the
greateft European‘monarch?

The {pecial interpofition of Providence in our
behalf, makes 1t impipus to aifbelieve the final

eftablifhment
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éftablifhment of our heaven-protefted ihdepens
dénce. Can any one ferioufly review the bes
ginning, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the war,
#¢nd not fee indifputable evidence of an over-
fuling influence on the minds of men, preparing
the way for the accomplifhment of this great
event?

~ As all the tops of corn in a waving field are
inclined in one direltion by a guft of wind § in
like manner, the Governor of the WOrld has
¢given one, and the fame univerfal bent of in-
clination to the whole body of our people. . Is
it a work of man, that thirteen ftates, frequently
quarreling about boundaries, clafhing in interefts,
differing in policy, manners, cuftoms, forms of
government, and religion, f{cattered over an
extenfive continent, under the influence of a
variety of local prejudices, jealoufies, and aver- -
fions, fhould all harmonioufly agree, as if one
mighty mind infpired the whole?

" Our enemies feemed confident of the impof-
fibility of our union; our friends doubted it ;
and all indifferent perfons, who judged of things
prefent, by what has heretofore happened, con-
fidered the expetation thereof as romantic ¢
But He who fitteth at the helm of the univerfe,
and who boweth the hearts of a whole nation
as the heart of one man, for the accomplifhment
of his own purpofes, has effeted that, whichto
human wifdom and fore(ight, {cemed impoffible,
A review of the hu’cony of America, from its
firft difcovery to the prefent day, forces upon

us a belief that greater bleflings are referved for
this
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this continent, than fhe ever could have poffefled
whilft lying low at the foot of an European
ifland, .
It has never yet been fairly tried how far the
"equal principles of republican government would
fecure the happinefs of the governed. ‘The an-
cients, unacquainted with the prefent mode of
taking the {enfe of the people by reprefentatives,
were too apt, in their public meetings, to run
into diforder and confufion. The diftin&tion of
Patricians and Plebians, laid the foundatiop of
tual difcord, in the Roman commonwealth.
If the free ftates of Greece had been under the
controul of a common fuperintending power,
fimilar to our Continental Congrefs,* they ceuld
have peaceably decided their di{putes, and pro-
bably would have preferved their freedom and
| E importance

¢ Their Council of Amphy&ions, in fome things refem-
bled our Congrefs; but their powers were toe limited.
This fuggefts a hint, that a confederation of the United
States, on principles that veft the Congrefs with ample
powerd, is mok likely to perpetuate our republican govern.
ments and internal tranquillity. ‘The union of i ent
commonwealths, under one common head, isan application
of the focial compat to ftates, and requires powers propor-
~ tionably enlarged. Treafon in our governments, puts on a

new a?e&, and may be committed by a flate as well as an

individual; and therefose ought to be clearly defined, and
cacefully guarded againft. .

To give permeanency to our confederation on republicin
principles, among otber regulations, it will be expedient
to ereét a great Continental Univerfity, where gentlemsu

from all the flates may form acquaintance, receive tlw
énifhing touches of educz:ion, and be infpired with a coa-
tinental liberality of mind, fuperior to lecal prejudices, aud
§avourable to a confederated union,
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importance to. the prefent.day. Happily foruy,
warned by-experience, we have guarded againft
all thefeevils. No artificial diftinction of. ranks
-has been fuiffered to take place among us,’ 'We
‘can peaceably.canvene a ftate in one fmall aflem-
-bly-of ideputies,, reprefenting the whole- in ap
“equal . ;proportion.. All difputes between the
different ftates; and all contmcntal concerns, are
to be managed by - a: congrefs. of reprefentatiyes
“from each. . ‘What a fecurity for liberty, for
“union, ‘for, every fpccnes of political happinefs.!
Smell ftates. are weak and incapable of defence;
large 'ones are unwieldy, greatly abridge natural
diberty, and their. general laws, from a variety
‘of clafhing interefts, mufl frequently bear hard
-on. many individuals: Bat -our: confcd¢ratson
will give us the ftrepgth . and protetion of a
power equal to that of the greateft ;- at the fame
time that, in all our internal concerns, we have
the freedom “of fmall ‘independent common-
‘wealths. - We are in pofleffion. of conftitutiqps
"that containin them:the excellencies.of all forms
“of govcrhment free from the inconveniences of
‘¢ach; and, in'ope ‘word, we bid fair'to be the
happu‘:ﬁ and freeft peopfc in thc world for agcs
-yet to come. -
" “When I anticipate in 1magmatmn thc fuwrc
gfofy of my country, aid the illuftrious ﬁgurc
it will foon make on the theatre of the world,
-y heart dxftcnds with generous pride for. bcmg
aii American. What a fubftratum for empire !
“compared with which,  the foundation of the
Maccdoman, tbc Roman, and thc Br itifh, fink
intao. @‘
"
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into infignificance. - Some of our large ftates
have tcrrltory fuperior to the ifland of Great
Britain, whilft the whole together, .arelittle in-
ferior to Europe itfelf. Our independence will
people this extent of country with freemen, and
will ftimulate the innumerable inhabitants there-
of, by every motive, to.perfect the ats of go-
vernment, and to extend human happinefs.

I congratulate you on our. glorious profpeéts.

Having for three long years weathered the ftorms
of adverfity, we areat length arrived in view of
the calm haven of peace and {eCurxty, We have
laid the foundation of a new empire, which pro-
mifes to enlarge itfelf to vaft dimenfions, and to
" give happinefs to a great continent. It is now
our turn to figure on the face of the earth, and
in the .annals of the world. ‘The arts and
{ciences are planted among us, and, foftered by
the aufpicious influence of equal governments,
are growing up to maturity; while truth and
freedom flourith by their fides. Liberty, both
civil and religious, in her noon-tide blaze, fhines
forth with unclouded luftre on all ranksand de-
nominations of men.

Ever f{ince the flood, true religion, htcraturc,'
arts, empire, and mches, have taken a flow and
gradual courfe from eaft to weft, and are now
about fixing their long and favourite abode in
this new weftern world. Our fun of political
happinefs is already rifen, and hath lifted his
head over the mountains, illuminating our he-
mifphere with liberty, light, and polithed life.
Our independence wxll redccm one quarter of
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the globe from tyranny and oppreffion, and con.
fecrate it the chofen feat of truth, juftice, free-

dom, learning, and rcligion, We are laying
the foundation of happinefs for .countlefs mil-
~ lions. Generations yet unborn will blefs us for
the blood-bought inheritance, we are about to
bequeath them. Oh happy times! Oh glorious
days! Oh kind, indulgent, bountiful Providence,
that we live in this highly favoured period, and
ltave the honor of helping forward thefe great

events, and of fuffering in a caufe of fuch infie

Lite importance !
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