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al e
ofmefe mnum\euble vav:hes, who . -
moi!mqna ana é’tchzcvedoarl::e ‘< bR ' _ :
over, xn kaftng’ adm:nnou, e tbe&
days; To l:ncuhhb ue upon the mind thole
principles of lipérty, “which form aur ﬁucld&dﬁ-
fcnq‘ acd our Fﬁ'\ttz ant 9
caufes, ‘which- hﬂqprmmn;eﬁnt weakh
p'ofgcntz of ouf ‘ndtion; M
replete ‘with ag’!iu(c'iiie Moh Bnt in thes
lapfe of ‘five and twehty years fince the .declaration
of our Indepéndece; thele have been frequently in~
veftigated, by thofe, whofe taleats were adequate to
the important umertakmo - Prefumptuous, -then,
would it be inp me, to attempt o thmw acw Jight.
upon fuble&s alreudy fo luminoys; and. however.
- plcaﬁncr it thay be ho ﬁrllqwthc tﬂu&mu& examples :
- of others, and to mmpmls their imyportant fenti-
ments upon your mindé; yet ] fhall leave theig.des:
. lightful themyes for thc oonﬁderanon and- abnhna ﬂ'
forne future fpeaker, and content myfelf witlra fii
inveftigation of fome of thofe fubje@s, which are:
. more immediately conneéted with our national prof=
pcnty and happmefs “

-~

. !

Moravrry and virtue are :ﬁbtlal to a repubhm
government. So great is their ichporeance, -in a na~-
itiond point of view, that nothmg , .

*:or their lofs. Compared with thefe, ¢the moit prow
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fomd}cmp, and thc moft fplendid abilides, are ob-
fmall importance. Men of virtue, and

ﬁ inwegrity, will always at 1o fin& conformity
to the. principles of reitude ; but an'immoral man
bas a0 dire@or but his ambitior,—to counfellor but

Mmﬁmof his nature. . He who lLives
| ice of vice and immorality, whith

G i 2 upon the human charalter, will
' crifice bis own reputation, the inte-
u‘:&k\s fdlo'wmzcns. and the welfare of focu:ty
a barg®, -whenever it will tend to accomplith his vi-
ciors sad: felfith purpofes. “Since, then, morality
and vinueo}r; abjeds of fo great. xmd;tance to the
happinefs oc:cty, to epcourage and fupport them
becomes a duty incumbeat. upon cvcryp}:imdml
citizen. : Thf rapld ﬁ rogrefs, which many vicious,
- and corrupt prafices. have, oflase béen makmgm
our country, l;mcoum a ferious caufe of alarm ta the
1fiends and well-wifhers of our government.

i,

. Tre vicious amnfcmcnts of gambling, and horfc-
racing, in fome pagts ef our country, have of late

been confiderably prevalent, and are flill continuing
to increafe., The tendency of thefe amufements is
very pernicious .10 fociety. They fubvert every
moral, and every religious pnncnple, and banith ail
the humane and focnal affeftions from the hearr.
Wherever they-prevsil, they prove fatal to peace, -
to order, and to happinci% |

But thefe cwls, great as they may appcar, be-.
- come comparatively tnﬂmg, when contrafted with’
the more than favage practice of Duclling: They

tend only to corrupt the morals 2nd harden the hcart :
but ducllmg, in addition to thefe evils, tends to the

deftrulion of life,—yes, and frequently of the lives
of men, ufeful in many departments of fociety,—*
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Wherever duclling has been accounted honorabie,
many valuable men, but to their reproach: bé:ix
fpoken, have been induced to cxpofe their lives, ih
an uncqual conteft, to avoid the maliciow faeers of
knaves and fools. But is it cunfiftent Wigh veafoh to
fuppofe, that every thing done by thé { anl
valiane, is perfcdly right, and agréeable o the primt
ciples of virtue and ftrict juftice ? I fo, izt us for
fhame abolith our laws, and transfer the adminiftra-
tion of juftice from them, to the club and the fword:
Let us permit the jarring paffions of men, kke the
troubled waves of the ocean, to regulate themielves.
Then will the great end of duelling be accomplithed,
and jacobinic democracy may hail the arnival of its
long expe@ed millenium. Bue if this is not the cafe;
if firength is not the arbiter of right, nor valor the :
criterion of juitice, let each honeft titizen indignantly
difcard fo barbarous a praQice, ‘and defpife its abet- .
;or, though clothed in purpl¢ and trowned with
aurel. » ‘

THe praltice of foliciting ele@ions to-offices of

wer and wuuft, and of attempting to bias the fuf-
g:gcs of the people in this refped, is an evil of
groat political magnitade. It has been intreduced
and patronized, by certain reitlefs and diforganizing
citizens, with a zeal which fufficiently evidences the
malignity of their intentions. A prattice more re-
plete with iniquity, and more envenomed and fatal
1n its effes, never originated from the pandamonium
of jacobinifim. To accomplith this favorite proje
of poifoning the morals of the people, of - biafling

-their political fentiments, and of obtaining their fuf-

frages to offices of diftinCtion, all means, however
vilex arec praflifed. Flattery, corruption, bribergg
;;n%a}l the low arts of intrigue, have each been juc-
psflively employed; and under the fpecious pretext
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of-enlig&tﬂigg-;hc people, torrents of the vileft ca.
Jumny bave been poured forth, to vilify the firft and
fireft of our pubhic charalers.” ;
. xc'&f g T
‘y‘;ﬂr X irg in the ftreets, in taverns, and
. aft iMQtRnhnt;tféfOﬁ j—vicW him ufing every
ecioyyart po conrt popular favour ;—fee him trans-
orming himfelf iptc ag ape, 2 g‘a:‘aﬁsc; and a fool ;—~
- viewum relingyiltiog his bet grounded political
fentiments, am? (l'diag eafily into the opinions of
others,—and where is the freeman, of honor and fen-
Gibiligy, who would not frowa indignantly at fuch
proczedings >-—Teue, indeed, thefe evils do not ex-
but in many pacts of eur country, where eleQioneer-
ing has reached jts 3cme of perfe@ion, not only thefe,
hut ftill-gresteg evils, are prevalent. There we may

behold the ‘thamelefs candidats, boldly decljiming
unon his own fuperior merits, and foliciting the pub-
lic confidence, by all the proftitute arts of bribery
and cosryption. And have we Rot great ieaion to
drea] the prevalence of thefe evils? Have not thefe
fhameful pradtices, of late, made rapid progr=Fs in
New-England? Even in Connedticut, hitherto fo
Jultly famed for its freedom of eleCtions, have not
the hieralds of fation been poﬁcd to and fro in the
State, to revolutionize the people, to prejudice their
minds, and to prepare them for ele@tions ? Where is°
the honeft and virtuous citizen, who would patronize
thefe bafe attempts upon his liberty 2 Where is the
enlightened and patriotic American, who does not
fwell with indignatien, at the afiront thus affered to
his underftanding, and bluili for the thame and de-
giadation of his country ? S

r once, kehold the canidate for office ;

Tne freedom of eleions, is one of the eifential







