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Hallowell, July 6¢h, 1807.
Jinemian Perrev, Eoqg.
Siz,

AT the vequust of the Federal Repablicans of this and the
neighbouring Towons, awe tender you their thanks for the patriotic Ora-
tion, pronounced on the Mtb inst. and request a copy for the press.

NATHAN MOODY,
} Committee.

SAMUEL G. LADD,
HIRAM A. BEMENT.

cvmntis 1} RE—.

Hallodvell, July 8¢b, 1807.
GENTLEMIN,

I will 35t detalk you with aplvgici, 88 Bpressions of the
unfeigned reluctance, with ewhich I submit this basty and very unfin-
ished compofition, to the public inspeSion. Were I ambitious of fame as
an author, thess shotts ewould b bept frods sccing the Bght. The re-
gwert of those, in awbose bebalf you appear, I consider an authority
paramout to my own inclinatisn, and therefore, am induiced to give
you & copy for the press.

With sentiments of citteit; dud wisbet for your individual bap-
pinessy
1 im your's,
JEREMIAH PERLEY.
Messrs. NaTuan Moony,

inver G. Lioo,
Hizraum A. Bruexr.



AN

ORATION.

Farnmers, Frizxps, Counrrymey,

IN obedience to the call of a respectable number of his
townsmen, with diffidence does the feeble Orator of the mo.
ment attempt to address so honorable an anditory, on this an.
piversary of our glorious independence. Wholly inexperien-
sed in public speaking, he is sensible his best efforts wiﬁll need
your candour and indulgence. | | |

\ . . [ )
The sentiments of patriotism and national pride, which are

excited on this occasion in every ingenuous bosom, are in uni- .
son with the best feelings of our nature, honorable to the hu.
man charader, and promotive of the best interests of saciety,
They should be cherished, as the firmest cement of our union,
and as the vital principles of our liberties. They are uni«
versal, and coeval with the existence of nations. The custom.
ary observance of anniversary festivals, and' the public cele-
bration of great revolutions and important national events,
have been pradtised in all ages. The favoured people, to
whom were delivered the oracles of Gop, commemorated in
annual solemnities their deliverance from foreign slavery and
oppression. The Greeks and Romans instituted, and paid fre-
quent observance, at stated periods, to those splendid achieve-
ments, that signalized their annals. In pursuance of such ex-
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amples, and the di@ates of sentiments so virtnous and wise,
Amerjcans have ever honored the recurrence of this birth-day
of their nation, with the display of pomp and joy. And the
records of time do not furnish an occurrence of greater mc-
ment, or more worthy the honorary distin&ion. '

The American revolution is an event,.nnparalleled in the
annals of human society ; and forms an important era in the
history of mankind, Separated from the rest of the world,
not less by their freedom from the slavery of opinion, and ara
bitrary rule, than by their local situation, the people of the
Vhnited States seem to have been designed by that almighty
arm, which guided our forefathers to this then inhospitable and
uncultured wild, and prote&ted them from the surrounding
dangers of savage beast and still more savage man, for a new
and peculiar nation, calculated to display the progress of that
enlurged sphere of human a@ion, which the new improvements
and lights of the age had produced. When reverting to the
period of our origin, and looking back on a few poor and
friendless outcasts, subduing with a courage and perfeverance
unexampled the difficulties attending a toilsome, distant set-
tlement, and causing the wilderness to rejoice and blossom as
a rose; the mind is struck with admiration and astonishment
at the rapidity with which this germ has shot up and expand-
ed, to its present maturity and greatness.

Having ieft their native homes, and forsaken the land of
their fathers, for the safe enjoyment of civil and religious lib-
erty, our renowned ancestors ever discovered a jealous adher-
ence to thole invaluable privileges, and a disposition to resist
any encsoachment on those rights, which were dearer to them
than life. Their attachment, however, to the mother country
was never stronger, at any period of time, than at the com-
mencement of our revolution. At this epoch, the most res-
plendent in the annals of Great-Britain, on the termination of
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2 glorious war, that had carried her triumphs into every quar-

ter of the globe, a systematic attempt was adopted by the Brit-

ish cabinet, to exercise an arbitrary and unlimited power over

the colonies. This system of despotism to dcprive the peo~

ple of this country of their constitutional rights, which, during

some years, was occasionally relaxed and enforced, had ever

met with a firm and united opposition from men of the best

talents and information in England. The colonists, deprecat-

ing the effe&ts of a perfeverance in such a tyrannical usurpa-

tion of power, had remonstrated and petitioned, till all hopes
of a redress of their grievances were lost. It was then, that
bre.iking off those natural ties, which conne&ed them together,

they evinced with what spirit they would repel such

strides of tyranny, and how hij; hly they estimated those rights

they inherited from their fathers. Undaunted at the prospe&

of deciding the contest by force ;~—undismayed at the strong

arm of manly power, to which their youthful vigour was op-

posed ; and putting their confidence in that Being, who had

hitherto been their prote€tor and shield, they made their appeal
to Heaven. ‘The blocd, which streamed on the heights of
Charlestown, firlt witnessed with whit valour they would de-

fend their cause ; and taught the forces that were sent to en-

slave us, to repent their temerity and haughtv contempt of
those undisciplined defenders of their soi!, who tlen firft heard

the cannon’s roar. Even after the earth had been stained with

blood, they earnestly sought a reconciliation ; but the terms

of unconditional submission roused their indignation. ‘They

declared themselves free, sovereign and independent, and fev-

ered their conne&ion furever.

The firmness and magnanimity, with which they entered
on the uncqual contest ; and the wisdom and fortitude, with
which they maintained and finally secured those rights for
which they fought, furnish a subje® of pleasing retrospection.
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Posterity will read with wonder the relation of the dificulties

they overcame, and dwell with rapture and delight on the sto-
ry of their illustrious achievements.

To recount the vicissitudes of fortune, the successes and
defeats they experienced ;—to enumerate the heroes and pat.
riots, who fell in the defence of their country, or survived to
guide her into the haven of peace and prosperity, were a pleas-
mg eccupation ; but it belongs to the pen of the historian.
Their names and their exploits are enrolled in the records of
fame, and will descend to the most distant ages. Long and ar-
duous was the confli® ;—now the benignant beams of prosper-
ity cheered the rising country ; and now the dark clouds of ad-
wersity overspread the borizon, and struck with terror and dis-
may the most undaunted breasts. It was, however, with the
saviour of his country, who led them to vi&ory and independ.
ence, as with the ancient Romans, be never despaired of his
country’s safety. On him all eyes were turned, as the pilot,
who was to guide them throngh the perilous tempests, which
threatened to overwhelm them in ruin.  Calm and colledted —
with an eye whose ken picrced the thick snrrounding gloom,
and viewed the duwning hope of a brighter day ; rising superi.
or to misfortune,he soared on the wings of vitary,like the goar.
dian angel, that rides in the whirlwind, and dire@s the storm.

When at length the happy day arrived, which crowned our
efforts with success ; gave us liberty and peace, and forced our
proud oppressor to acknowledge our independence ;—* this
man without example, this patriot without reproach,”” in whose
bosom the lust of lawless ambition never found a seat, resigned
with alacrity, * when he was arbiter of its fite,” that fword
which had defended his country.  This was a deed that ranks
the illustrious hero, *“ above all Greek, above all Roman fame.”
Uninfluenced by the love of power, or the example of former
heroes, in him human nature appeared in its highest lustre ;




5

N ————
L ]

and the virtuous and disintérested patriotism, which atuared
bis mind, who * confidered grandeur inseparable from redi-
tude, * has exalted him to the highest niche in the temple of
fame. The names of a Casar, an Augustus, a Cromwell, -or
a Bonaparte, may be emblazoned by the pens of the historian
and poet ; but they cannot efface the crimes with which they
are tarnished. While the name of WASHINGTON will
shine, in all its native splendour, as unsullied, ~s the spotless
purity of his heart. |

The scheme of federal government, which had carried us
through the revolution, when the enthusiasm of patriotism sac-
rificed every thing to the public good, was fourd too radically
defe&tive in principle, too feeble and insufficient for our pro-
teftion from foreign aggressions, the sappression of domestic
distarbances, and for those internal regulations for which gov-
ernment was instituted. Insurre@ion reared her hydra head,
anarchy was stalking o’er the land, ¢ portending fearful
change” to our peace, *“ and from their golden tresses shed
pestilence and war.’* The safety of the States, the very exis-
tence of that union, the love of which is entwined with the
dearest ligaments of our hearts, and the fate of a nation the
molt interesting that ever existed, was brought to its crisis.
The people perceiving the defets of their shadow of their gov-
ernment ; conscious that no alliances of the States, hrwever
stri®, could secure them from civil broils and the infra&ion
incident to such confedcracies, were convinced that their only
security would be in forming a more energetic government,
embracing the whole union. This important trust they united-
1y delegated to those men who possessed their unbounded coné-
dence, and were most illustrious for their patriotism, virtue and
wisdom, in times that tried men’s souls. The Roman Senate
was said to resemble an assembly of kings ; here wa- seen in
consultation a convention of sages and philosophers : and the
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resuit of their unanimous counsels was the Federal Constitu.
tion—the laft, best hope of desponding humanity.-~This gov-
ernment, the offspring of the wisdom of ages, and the mest
prefcund exertions for the public geod, the American people
adopted, on a maturc investigaticn, and with a judgment free,
and untbiassed by prejudice, or any thing extranecus to their
own best interest. Their example has decided the momentous
question, whether a gocd government may be established by
Luman societies, from refle@icn and choice; or must depend
en accident and force. And their future condu® will decide,
whether a free government can be maintained ; or that ours,
Like all other Republics, mo:t become the viQim of some intrige *
Bing usurper, or the prey of foreign violence. This is a sub.
je& of the most interesting rature, to the future felicity of man.
kind ; and happy will it be for our country—happy for the
world, should the result of the experiment, be consonant to the
ardent wishes of the patriot and philanthropist.

Americans ! your fathers have expended their blood and
treasure for the sake of freedom, and obtained a national con.
stitution, forming a more perfed® republican systemn than has
been before produced ; and you have only to defend it with the
same spirit and wisdom, with wh'ch it was esiai:iisi:#é. Guard
then with vestal vigilance the important deposit, committed
to, your trust.  Respedt its authority.—Let not party violence,
or a pretence of necess'ty,dare tc violate the sacred instrument,
Remember, you are to a&, not frcm private or temporary
views, but for your country,—for your posterity,—for the
world.

Unanimity, even in opinion on matters of speculation, is
not to be expefled from mortals. Still less, are we to hope
that in pradtice any public measure, however beneficial to
the community, which has to encounter the particular interests,
the wavward passions of prejudice and ignorance, fhould meet
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the approbation of the whole. Unhappily, there existed a-
mong us a clafs of men, who, either dreading a diminution of
their consequence, or calculating to rise on the confusion and
ruins of their country, or from a combination of these and
other causes, opposed with a&ivity and perseverance the adopt-
1on of the constitution. The good sense of a vast majority,
however, frustrated their dangerous designs ; and the new gove
ernment was organized anJd put in operation by men of equal
talents and as tried patriotism, as ever guided the energies of
a nation. The man who in war had led us to vitory and
peace, now condufled us to prosperity, feli:ity and glory.
“ First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his coun-
trymen,”” to him was committed the helm of State, when Birst
we launched forth on the tide of experiment, At that period
we had reached almost the last stage of national humiliation,
and suffered every thing which could wound the pride, or de-
grade the chara®er of an independent people. To raise us
from this melancholy condition, to restore public and private
credit, to regulate our finanves, and provide for the paymant
of our debts ;—to bring us from disorder, poverty and insig-
nificance, to a state respe@able in our own eyes, and those of
foreign nations, were among the difficult and important ob-
jedls, that required the exertion of their powers. Instead of
a‘ding in their accomplishment, the enemies of the constitu-
tion combined together to thwart the administration, by every
obstacle they could throw in its way. But notwithstanding
their opposition, * with what wisdom they discharged these
hazardous and thronging duties of incipient magistracy ; the
revival of political harmony, the extended confidence of com.
merce, the unexampled increase of national credit and wealth,
and the happiness and morality of the people, will furnish
more satisfaltory evidence, than the most brilliant descrip.
tion of the panegyrist.”’*

B

Paine's Eulogy.




10

£ f— s a—

These halcyon days were enjoyed without disturbance, till

‘the deleterious mania of Gallic liberty and equality infe@ed

the people with its baneful contagion, and an epidemic phren.
gy overspread the land. Enthusiastically attached to liberty,
they beheld with sympathetic rapture a great nation, casting
oft thie yoke of slaverv, they had worn for ages, boldly laying
claim to the rights of man, and proclaiming the sovereignty

of the people. When the terrible republic, by attempting to
force their newly acquired blessings on other nations, had be-

come involved in a war with almost every European power,

- our President, with a wisdom and foresight that did him im-

mortal honor, proclaimed the neutrality of the United States.
The party which had ever opposed the constitution and poli-
¢y of the government from its first institution, with a view of
weakening the confidence of the people in the executive, in-
veighed against the measure with an unusual degree of acrimo-
ny ; and taking advantage of the popular delusion and enthu-
siasm for the Irench revolution, under the pretence of grah
tudey would have hurried us into that war, which must have
added ours to the list of -repablics, which have fallen under
the destructive influence of French friendship and alliance. It
is here we trace the origin of that rancorous party spirit,
which so unhappily divides our common country, and
threatens to blast every thing fair in this highly favored land.
The party in opposition had imbibed the principles of the
French school of politics and philosophy, which tend to sap

the founadations of civil society, and destroy all those domestic

charities, which are our greatest solace in life. The storm of
angry passions they excited, had well nigh drawn us into the

vortex of the mighty confli®, that agitated the eastern world,

or imbrued in each other’s blood those hands,which had fought

together in defence of their country,
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The people, whose confidence was still unshaken, again
fooked on Washington for their §uide ; and viewing the per-
plexed and critical posture of our affairs with foreign-nations,
again he accepted the trust. But the party who had adopted
the jacobinical principles of France, and were either the dupes or
supporters of her influence, opposed every measure of the ad-
ministration, of energy sufficient to give security to our inde-
pendence, or support te our dignity and honor.

It is a lesson, tavght us by the history of all former repub-
lics, that it is not unde. the forbidding appearance of a zeal
for that vigour of government, which is essential to the securi-
ty of liberty ; but under the specious mafk of a zeal for the
people’s rights, lurks that dangerous ambition, which has sub-
verted their freedom, and clothed their pretended friends in
the garb of tyranny. But those intriguing demagogues set
up against the federal admiristration the cry of aristocracy
and monarchy, and would have persuaded the en’ightened peoe
ple of America, that those men, who had devoted their whole
lives to their service, in defence of their liberties, and in the
“guidance of their councils, were designing to establish an ar.
bitrary government, or betray them again to the influence of
Great-Britain. Even the Father of his people could not es.
cape the foulness of their calumnies, or their virulence of re.
proach. But, conscious of reditude, the breath of slander
could not tarnish the purity of his charaer ; and panoplied in
the armour of virtue, the arrows of malignity fell harmless at
his feet. Persevering, unawed by the threats of ‘fa&ion, till
the tempest of passion had subsided, he demonstrated to an
admiring world the disinterestedness of his patriotism ; and un.
ambitious of power, but for the good of his fellow-citizens, he
retired to participate with them in privacy those blessings his
labours had procured. And as the last instance of his pater-
pal care for the people, who inherited his affe®ions, he left us
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the « legacy of his intelligence,” his farewell addresses—more
valuable than the mines of Potnsi; more venerable than the
laws of Numa, though drawa from the responses of the god-
dess Egeria. It is a chart, in which are pointed out the rocks
on which we are in danger of splitting, and the courses by
which to avoid them distinétly marked out.

The same digniﬁed and independent line of condu&, that
‘Washington had pursued, was followed by Adams. The op-
position to that upright administration, did not, however, de-

. crease, either in strength or violence, Nor did the French

intermit their injuries and insults. Their depredations on our
commerce rendered a navy necessary for its protection ; and
their threats of invasion, some armed forces for our own. Aps
proving the firm and manly tone they assumed, again did the
hero of Mount-Vernon give up the tranquillity of his retire-
ment, and accepted the command of the provisionary army,
‘This was the consummation of his chara&er.—This was the
Jast proof he could give to bis countrymen, that his whole life
and soul were theirs ; and that #he felt his ruling passion strong
in death.”” History in her long records of ancient or modern
times cannot furnish a man of equal greatness and perfe&ion,
His name shall descend with pzans to the most distant posteri.
ty, and unborn ages wonder and admire,

The august man, whom when living they had scan-
dalized and opposed with unrelenting acivity, the same
people (when dead) sacrilegiously dared to claim as their
friend.—Strange inconsistency ! unblushing hypocrisy !
When called to ere® a national monument to his memo-
1y, as a testimony of the gratitude of the country he saved,
they ignobly pretended, a lasting monument was ereded in
the hearts of his countrymen. But it was too evident, that it
was not in tbeir hearts a monument was raised. Or why, if
they entertain such respe@t for his memory, and veneration
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for his precepts, why does not their conduc evince the sinceri-
ty of their professions ? What though he who hired a- venal |
scnbbier to scandal his name, has

. o - R ¢ ched

“ Theatric sorrow o’er the mighty dead I” *

Will it blot the foul stigma from his charader ? Shall his in-
trigues to yndermine him, and dire& opposition of principles
and condut, escape the pen of the historian ! No, the record,
too true for our happiness, will hand him down to posterity in
his genuine colours, when the mists of preJudxce and party
fhall have evaporated in air,

The fathers of our republic where are they ? They sleep in
dust, or are driven by upstart pretenders to patriotism and
love of the people’s rights, from their honor and confidence,.
and from the guidance of their councils, to the shades of re-
tirement, and the true post of honor—a private station. The
wise, the virtuous, and the learned, the men who walked in

the old paths, direed by the light of ancient days, are now
passed away, and

¢ Lo ! Reformers decoraie the land.”” +

Steady habits have given place to novelties :—Religion is
su-ceeded by philoscphy : and the wisdom of experience, by the
utopian perfe&ability of man, Is this new scheme calculated
to carry us to that state of superlative happiness, its advocates
have promised ? Or does our experience of its effe@s convince
us this millenium is at hand ? Is it certain, that the people
know in this their day the things that belong to their peace ?
We are not sybje& to an ecclesiastical intolerance ; but are we
not subject to a ¢ political intolerance, as despotic as wicked ?

LE R RN RN RJ "'.. essesn

* Bracket’s Ghost of Law, or Anarcky and Despotism, a Poem.
1— Gbo.ff Ode'w.
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Are the enquiries of a candidate for office, ¢ Is he honest ? I¢
he capable ? Is he a friend to the constitution ¥’ Americans !
was it for your honor, that your treasury has been confided to
a foreign child of vice, and nurseling of sedition, whose only
merit was aiding in the days of Washington an insurrection
against the laws of his adoptive country ? Are your public af-
faire condu&@ed in a manner better to secure domestic tran-
quillity and happiness, or respe& abroad ? Are we in no dan-
ger of running the same career, that a/l free people have trod-
der ; and that either our own vices, or foreign inftuence, shal}
blast that liberty and independence, which are so dear to us?

In these crises of our affairs, every good man must feel the
importance of viewing the progress of those nations, whose
society may affect our own charaé&ter and condu&®. The great
events, which have, within a few years, taken place in Xurope,
are of a nature highly interesting to our safety. A monitory
lesson may be. drawn from the French revolution. It was
hailed by Americans, and by the friends of liberty in all parts
of the world, as a new era in the history of man ; as the har.
binger of universal peace, harmony, freedom and concord.
But alas! the vista is changed ; the piQure is sadly reversed.
It seems in its progress and termination to have been the pre-
cursor of universal war, ruin, slavery and discord. From
their want of morals and information, and of the essential
principles of free government—from their contempt of justice
the basis of liberty, and of the experience and wisdom of for-
mer legislators, and disregarding the nature and moral con-
ditions of man, the event was necessary and unavoidable. In
a few years, they have run the fated round, which all ancient
republics had gone before them ; from liberty,to licentiousness,
to anarchy, to despotism ; they declared themfelves in a state

of permanent revolution, but a Corsican has finished it. Ata-


































