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A N

ORATTI O N,

PRONOUNCED

July 4, 1801,

AT THE REQUEST OF THE

INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN QF

BosToON,

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF

American Independencel.

By CHARLES PAINE, Esq.

Heu Pietas ! heu Prifca Fides ! inviGtaque bello

Dextera ! Virair.

Dii probos mores docili juventz,
Dii fencuti placide quictemn,

Libere Genti date rem, prolemque,

Et decus omne, CARMEN SECULARE,

BOSTON :
MANNING (&' LORING, NO. 2, CORNHILL.




Vote of the Town.

A'l" 1 Meeting of the Frecholders and other Inhabitants of the Town

of Bofon, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, af-
fembled at Fancuil-Hall, the gth day of July, A. D, 1801 :

On motich, Poted, That the Seletmcn be, and hereby are appointed a
Committee to wait on CHARLES PAINE, Esq. in the namie of the Tovii,
and thank him for the elegant and fpirited OrRaTION, this day . !'vercd
by him, at the rcqueft of the Town, upon the Anniverfary o1 .'.¢ zde-
pendence of the United States of America § in which, according to the
Inflitution of the Town, he confiderd the feelings, manners, and princi-
ples, which led to that grcat National Event ; and to requcft of him a
copy for the prefs,

Atteft, WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk,

COSTON, JULY 4, 180I.

GENTLEMEN,

IN complying with your requeft, to which cuftom has given the
folemnity of a claim, I trult my imperfect performance will find an
apology in thc purity of my intentions.

I um, with great refpect,
Gentlemen,
Your very obc¢dient fervant,
CHARLIES PAINE.
The ScleStmen of Boflon,
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Oration.
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N ATIONAL fentiment, although
frequently the refult of circumftances, is yet the
fubject of education. Bold and irritable, it is
pliant to the touch of eloquence ; refolute and
untractable, it yields to the difcipline of reafon.
In periods of revolution it incurs the crifis of its
fufceptibility and caprice. It is then we behold it
in its moft unfavourable afpect. Rouled at every
alarm, no opiate is ftrong enough to compofe it ;
exifting only in its own change, it {carcely out.
lives the definition of 1its charadter. Such,
however, perilous and volatile as it is, becomes
the magical director, which guides the mafter
wire of the cabinet in all countries, where the
people claim a portion of the right of legiflation.
It demands refpect ; for its office, though defpot-
ic, is lawful : It merits cultivation ; for its errors,
though fatal, are involuntary. In all popular
governments it is alfo the principal inftrument by
which the adminiftration acquires energy, and
one of the great {anctions by which law ftrength-
ens its authority. In moments of political haz-
ard, created by foreign aggrefiion, with confi.




dence we refort to its honeflt zeal, to rally the
phalanx of the paflions, and to {ubfidize the pride
of man in the defence of his injured country,
But in feafons of civil ferenity, though we may
fufpeét their planfible treachery, the tone of na-
tional temper is no longer to be raifed by appeals
to the popular fenfibility. It is then our duty to
convince, not to inflame. Surrounded by cir-
cumftances of fo peculiar a nature, the return of
this aufpicious anniverfary, while it infpires our
enthufiafm and revives our gratitude, arrefts us
amid this war of {entiment, invites us ta reflec-
tion, and leads us back to principle. It points us
to a time, when we were ¢ all brethren and all
Americans,” in truth and in honour, without
being feduced into the aflinity by the necromancy
of words,

AMERrICANS ! to this period let us return for a
moment ; and while we trace back our footlteps
to the goal from which we have ftarted, we will
cat a wveil over the images of horror, which
croud on our retrofpet, and mark with fidelity
our aberrations from the path of our fathers.

Tue ¢ feelings, manners, and principles,” lead-
ing to that great national epoch, which we are
now affembled to commemorate, have annually
been the theme of fervid orifons and heartfelt
gratulations. What {ubject can be mare animat-
ing, what more ufeful to an affembly of enlight-
ened freemen ? Animating, becaufe it infpires us
with a veneration of that unimpeachable virtue,
that magnanimous conftancy, and that undaunted
courage, which onginated the fettlement, which




protected the progrefs, which afferted the inde.
pendence of America. Ulfeful, becaunfe it teaches
us thofe principles, upon which are founded our
national dignity and bhappinefs, and without
which we can neither efliciently {fupport nor duly
eltimate them.

Waar then were thofe feelings, what thole
manners, what thofe principles, which gave birth
to this aufpicious era ! They were the in-
dependent feelings of men, who had obtained
their liberty at too dear a rate to be defpoiled of
it but with their lives ; whofe manners affociated
induftry with integrity, and virtue with piety ;
whofe principles weore an unbounded attachment
to liberty, prefcribed and fanctioned by law ; in-
{fpiring an equal hatred of tyranny and anarchy ;
and uniting loyalty to their conflitution of gov-
ernment with a determined oppolition to the
fmalleft encroachment upon their perfonal rights.

Driven by ecclefiaftical oppreflion from the
land of their nativity, where lay inherfcd the
relics of their departed anceltors, our venerable
forefathers committed themfetlves to the ocean
and to Gop, in fearch of fome {ecluded refidence
in this then howling wilderneis, where they and
their pofterity might cnjoy thofe civil and relig-
ious immunitiecs, which they had long and unfuc.
cefsfully ftruggled to ohtain on the fhores of
Britain. Liberty, their cloud by day and pillar
of fire by night, directed them to this her chofen
feat.,  America was already deftined in the coun-
cils of Heaven to be a great and mighty empire.
This vait continent, fertilc and falubrious, which
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n.d €= ages remained unvifited but by the necef-
fitous foot of the favage, would probably at this
day have been fcarcely known even on the map
of the world, had not its wilds been peopled by
perfecution and cultivated by banithment. But
it had been referved as the confecrated fpot, on
‘which fhould be erefted the temple of liberty,
when ecclefiaftical bigotry and civil defpotifm had
rendered the old world untenantable by her pure
fpirit. In that invetcrate oppreflion, which exiled
our anceftors from the abodes of civilized man ;
in that relentle(s vengeance, which purfued them
even into thefe inhofpitable forefts ; in that for-
titude and patience, which fupported them amid
the dangers and the hardfhips, which haraffed and
encompafled their infant {etilement ; we behold
the finger of Providence, pointing to the rifing
grcatnefs of this weftern world.  But in this op-
eration of {ccond caufes, the blind calculations of
human forefight were bafiled and bewildered ;
and even the philofophy of later ages has been af-
tonifhcd at the effe¢t. From this example the
oppreflors of mankind might have learned, that
the correct and {teady virtue of principle acquires
new ftrength from the preflure of oppofition
which furrounds it, and enriches 1ts triumph by
the fpoils of thofe eflorts, which arc employed to
defeat it.

SEPARATED from the mother country Ly an
occan of fearful and almoft untried navigation,
the Colonics purfued the object of their cmigra-
tion without great interruption, uatil their rapid
improvements, their increafing ftrength, and their







