S 966
Mumford, Paul M.

An Oration, Spoken in the Second Baptist Meeting-
House.

Newport, [R. I. ], Farnsworth, 1801. 23 pp.
MWA copy.



;aﬂoksn IN THR
ECOND BAPTIST MEETING.HOUSE, .
Ar NEWPORT,
; ON THE
S : . - }
FOUR TH OF YULY, 1801, o

BVYRSUANT TO A VOTE OF THE TOWN,

m—-“ .-
By PAUL M, MUMFORD,® ‘_

}How does the lufre of our Fathers altions,
é'f‘;hmugh the dark cloud of ills that cover'd them,
1B ‘ﬁk out and bum wﬁh mode: tﬁ‘@@pham brig atnefs.””

[ 3 0

| N E WP QR a-.:,.,

[V S

fﬂiwm .gr ourm ‘FARNS Wat'nr



Newport, July 6th, 1801, °
Dear SiR,

THE Committee, appointed by the Honorable Town-
Council, do, 1s dire@ed, prefent you their thanks, in behalf
of the Citizens of Newport, for the excellent OraTiON
which you delivered, in compliance with their withes, on the
4th irnflant, the Auniverfary of American Independence ;
and requelt of you a Copy cof the fame for the Prels, ,

We are,
With fentiments of unfeigned efteem,
Your’s, &c.

WILLIAM DENNIS,
JOHN CAHOONE, Committees
DAVID MELVILL, jun, o

PAUL M. MUMFORD, Efq.

M'MBW

GENTLEMEN,

IF any thing can give value to my life, or has the pew- ‘
er of endearing itetp me, it i3 the favor with which my fel-
low-citizens ' have been plealed to look towards me.” I
{isy favor : I confider it as fuch ; becaufe it involves a tck-
en of their ¢ffeom, to me the mott valuable cf worldly tieafu rﬂﬁ/ )
To the requeit of the Honorable Council, which as their§
Committceyou communicate, I cordially accede ; belicva
irg it was intended as & fribute to fincerity, Though the ‘
{entiments which I had the honor of pronouncing at the Lute ’
Anniverfary of our National indepe')dcncc, were not cone
emplated as ever to reach the Prefs ; yerit would be tmpof-
fible for me to refift {uch a compl;mcnt from fo vcﬁcmble a
foarce, and o grateful to my feelings.  Forgetful of the ma-
ry imperfeilisons which their appearance in print may batray,
tirey are hursoly fubmitted,
Accept, ] pray you, for yourfelves, and thofe in whole
chalf you apoear, the uafeigned sxpreflion of my ackuow-
‘zomentye

PAUL M. MUMFORD:.
MJpo. 2, Oth Fuly, 1801,



ANNIVERSARY ORATION, o,

Iriends and Fellow-Citizens,

IN compliance with your will,
I rife the humble echo.of fentiments to which the
day is dedicated ; and which, like the zephyrs of
-the morning, dilate in innocent pleafure, difluf-
ing trefhnefs, and fragrance. As yonder {un in
his Laftern height, beams light and hilarity
through the chambers of night, and wakes the
repofe of their flumbering tenanis ; fo the in.
vigorating influence of the prefent anniverfary,
as recorded in the annals of our Country, 1n i1ts
regular return, revives the feelings and the prin-
geiples, by which we claim to be Americans. It
is efteemed a prerogative, to thofe who are no.
bly attached to focial duty, more pre-eminently
glorious than could be derived from royal pa-
tents, that in the revolving circle of time we are
annually prefented with a day, fignalized by the
virtues of our Fathers, and hallowed by the ge-
nius of Libcrty ; on which the nobler faculties
take the lead, expanding o’er the human race,
as one extended family, and in generous pleafure
mark the improvements of their condition.

WE are affembled, fellow-citizens, to com-
memorate our Independence, as a Nation, by
whicha magnanimous people were advanced from
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bondage. The review, f; _ud as itis, involves
many ‘melancho oly traits occafioned by an ardu-
ous and blcody Revolution, through which it
was fecured.  The gloomy tints of devoted fuf-
fering, glance on the damenea mirror of remems-
brance, and create & Jow of emotions, folemn
and ferene-—which, mxngimo with a confeicuf-
aefs of retude, and the exalted fenfations of
eventual vitery, conititute an enjoyment wor-
thy of human nature, and acceptable to its au-
thor. Though there are mary, perhaps, here
prefent, who “have mourned the fate of 2 fond
father, a beloved brother, or more tender friend,
fwept from the cutalogue of exiftence by the un
principled arm of defpotifm 5 though the tears
of forrow and {ympathy have not )et forgotten
to flow at the récoll c@ion j—there is comicert in
the refleCtion, that they were woluuzary facrifices
in defence of their Country, and the rights of
mankind ; that their names are endeared to pola7
terity, and emtbalmed in gratitude and efteem
that their bleffed fpirits an, remnmg in ’h
bright portals of ceieitial blifs, and {mile in con-
feious fecurity, that the Lav(e, for which they
faffered, 15 eltab 1{}ud, and thar the vengeance
ol tyrants can no longer reach them.

SUBMITTING, tazn, to the Supreme difpof-
ar of events, and mtlsned that his difpenfations,
wiatever appenrance they may wear to mortal
eye. e wucly ordained to proinocte the mnoft inb-
dantial good of o, let us artempt to unt Id a
thieme the mout 1 J.knu*.;:'; and interefting, which
e hiftory of Notions attyrds,
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I'T ranks among the number of our misfor:
tunes, fellow-citizens, tnat an era the moft auf-
picious to Liberty ; that the birth day of a Na-
tion ; on which millions of men emerged from
an abjet ftate of Collonial depreflion, and al
famed the majeftic autiiude of continental inde-
pendence : It ranksy I fay, among the number
of our misfortunes, that {fo ani{pi-ious an event ;
the anniverfary of our political exiftence ; the
moments of our fondelt hopes, are often fuized
upon, and monopolized by the rapacity of fac-
tious impoltors, and pro”ﬁh‘ted to abandonced
purpofes. It bas too oiten been our lot, when
invited to attend the celebration of this day,
tb have our principles arraigned, and our fcel.
ings infulted, by the lofty impertinence of iome
crou"hmg atellite of farellite es, whofe canine ge-
nius, fet on by political Nimrods, in oblequious
celerity, yelps for the immolation of virtuz, and

gi1e extinétion of right.
66 mmmem all is falfe acd ‘mllov ; thoozh the tongue
Drops manna, 2:.d can make the worfe APpLar

The betrer reafon, to PCIPAC)& and difia

Matureft counfels ;- —
I am warnianted in thefe obfervations, by rccent
examples, which evince their truth and being
truths which relate to the obj.&t of the prefent
aflemblage, 1t has become my duty to muke

themy o duty which I fliall purfue m its Hricinefs,

An imperfe&t organization of a few of the
fads which relate to. the cominencement, and
the progreis of thefe States j together with a few
hints of the diiferent p}mupies by the coliifion
ol which, the event we celebirate was pvouuxgd
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(and by the continuation of which, we have poli-
tically been ¢ born again™ into a new, and re.
generated life) haftily thrown together, without
fymmetry or grace, will comprile the prefent re-
pait.  And I regret that want of time, or ability,
precludes me from affording one better adapt-
ed to the refinements of fenument and literary
taite.

There was a time, when America was with-
out a name, and her fhores were folitary, and
difmal : When her belt {oil gaveits fubftance to

unfrui:ful trees ; and the f.mc”( flowers of tha

valley ““walted their fragrance in the defert aw.”’
It was fet apartin the ong:nal decrees of deftiny
as the refuge of liberty. Its difcovery was at-
tended W1th many ﬁmular events, and excited
many {peculations. The prowling monfter of
qDpl’eﬂio n, that roamed the eaftern uorld, (ST

ed up its haggard form, and ftretching its bale-,

ful eyes, furveyed in grim concern, the looming
confinent. The opprefled, who had been held
in fhackles of flavery, burft them afunder, and
rofe, in confidence and courage, to redeem their

rights and rheir exiitence. Always confiftent in
zeal for domination, many attempts by the
crown of Iingland were made to people it ; but
in vain. In vain were men embarked under the
influence and patronage of a king ! They fell
vitims to dnfaﬁcr,and difcafe. T'ne corrupt mo-
tives, by which the impulfe that brought them
was communicated, imparted a bane that funk
them in the duft. No poflible adjultment of
fleur and blood, in human compofition, could,
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