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« Whercfore thould the Heathen fzy, Where is now their God ¢

Tuee PsaLMisT.
“ Through Gop we thall dp valiantly: for he it is that fhali
# tread down our enanies.” Davi».

John Wabcock, Printer, Durtford,

1802.



ORATION.

»{)
’
!
. -
4
s
>
J
I
-
Y
r 4
’
1
-
[
3
E4

-

‘ -~
H .\ aoxt aiirwicr fom s noenheteal eefern

-

. Al AN ‘\ ~ hg ) N -y LR I3 -~ :'t a3 --:* -
to the reterz of ¢ _]c W3y fr n their h‘:oyon.x-r captiviey ;

Ta \ [ RS

and ws applicasion oy the gorpel churnch, emerging

v
[£4
’

v . N -
s w"n:p::ti e nt .zpﬁ:s‘ 1o the glotious Bhonty o

Uaimilgi of God con.‘: :d O OUT o
As m this paffage the Plalmaft, was W ﬁ.;fﬁ:'\* hintelf o
his nation, fo e odtenves, Pl exbviie 220 thoe the Loxd
»

had ror deult fo witi. any other natwon @ O we muay f,xy

whken taking a n:*ofp:‘c\n‘c view of our naten and ceuntry

N N S
—that mmodern h:{ior attords o manttoitanions of the divine

favor to any pconk, comparabie  with the mltory ot our

- sivb NS 9 \p.ﬁ“{a—.rh(‘ Lad h&!h

OWn. Ana iiril, taaaig eur wxtas 2t
done great things for as: s inbiane geodnels was glo-

htived Inrefinviny our counlty as an atvhlum {oe

l“&ﬂ\' \Z.tl, k.\\' B,
Opp rcu*d Ium.:i v: For azes had tvroony rzt\'ncd aud

<ITOrY prcvxil;d en the cattrrn Cowtinent . at ke xg:h a ray

flizhe cleamed In the wett of Evrops; aad cur anceftors,
.mzf oted with the trowgis of fiberty and equr! pihes,

Had from Bedth praaney, eppreflion and fupe rh':nn, to

li\\! tl\ R .)L\i:‘- - 1Y

s hefeinable coines of Virzunan thores and Madachaices

T AR 5! Y. Pty o T A=
Flors o woe may o0 o'l o graat amr v ot e u\d
i =~ N <
fvage gy s B
DTURLDD NITIRL ;“f"\‘;.t\\.\‘n ‘EL\ S A.:‘--b\ (g ecella ol 4 (49 )
. | . - . 8 o
Lz themt to be poacsable norchhors, tit o cur fathors 'n!
-
R St S aeeioe D deor ey eens) e i
L SN :~?| s!s&‘si tr\\ .\‘.:’ R:l\i i‘\\‘:t-s- v\: NS C~§~ N §~. \‘ Lol d

\ vV Yy o
XY XY VERER Y



[ 4 ]

And on the other hand, the depravity and ingratitude of
the human heart ; for no fconer were our fathers fettled as
a colony than they became unmindful of the goodnefs
of God to them; and difregarding the natural inalienable
nghts of their fellow-men, proccedcd to exercife the fame

‘piritof religious intolerance as that from which they fied,
by eftablithing an ariitocratical hierarchy in religion.

‘The great fource of human knowledge is experience ;
and from that we are taaght, thofe who are bred in flavery

ecoms the greateft tyrants when poflelt of power; but
thofe who are carly educated in the true principles of liber-
ty and equal rights feldom fal to promote, as far as cir-
cumftances will admit, the fame through life. But the {pirit
of intclerance has greatly fubfided ; and the true principles
of liberty and equal rights are better underftood ; for the
Lord hath done great things for us.

The rapid increafe of our nation raifed the jealoufy of 2
powerful enemy, whofe dominiors lay upon our northern
and weftern frontier; and forming a chain of hoftility
from the Gulf of St Lawrence to the Miflifippi, and like a
flood determining to fweep all before them to the fea. But
the Lord who hath done great things for us, heard cur
cries, and afforded relier—He led forth our undifci-
plined troops to battle ; taught their hands to war and their
fingers to fight; ard crowned their arms with viftory and
fuccefs.

And when the great, the important crifis drew near,
that this growing empire fhould rife to freedom and inde-
pendencc, the Lord was pleafed to raife up the favorite
fons of liberty, to efpoufe our injured caufe. Amongft
the renowned and venerabie charalters which adorned our
illuftricus revolution, we beheld a Franklin, whofe talents
were  unnvalled as a philefopher, a moralit and ftatef-
man; who boldiy flated our rights, and nobly defended
our caufe before a court of chaplains, the cringing peers
and flattering parafites of George 1L of Britain.

Aifo, a Randeiph, &« Hancock, and a Taurens, who Ied the
way to cur ficedom and independence,  The fize of
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erica, the hero of the worid, the friend and d.-fenler
he rights of man, tie illuftrious WasHINGTOY, appear-

1 the circle of Amervican patriots.

dis wifdom and patriotifim, his ei ergy and forutude con-
{.. uted him at once the man and the general; under the

“eftion of a fuperintending Providence, he led forth our
ant armies to the hield, where by his nolicy and {&ill he
“iciplined his troops, and defeated his enemies.  And
- hen we faw that no accommedation could take place, con-
ent with the henor, dignity and rights of the people, we
+ ¢ve as a nation called to repel force by force, and by our
. prefentative council to declare our mnational independ-
_ace.

This great event which we are this day met to commem-
“rate, together with our revolution, which was accom-
plithed by fo many aftonifhing interpofitions of divine Prov-
‘dence, invites our attention ; for furely, the Loid hath
done great things for us.

It was a favorite method of inftrution with the Jewith
fathers and prophets, to recur to the hiftory of their na-
tion, toancient events, and allo to {uch as teok place ina
period cocval with themfelves, 1n order to excite a correi-
pondent gratitude, and a {pirit of religious ceedience n
the breaits of the people. The prefent time will not ad-
mit of afulland extenfive difcuflion of the many importan
events by which our revolution was accomphithed ; but we
fhali attend to fomething of that nature, asa fuhicét cf
prefent inveftigation.

The divine conduct towards Amcrica has made a very
di%tinguithing figure in the hiftory of providence. With
what a {urprifing progrefs did we flep up to rank and im-
portance, amongft the nations ? The mere mun of this
world may confine his atiention iu this matter to our free-
dom and indcpendence, with all their confequent advanta-
ges; while the man of real religion entertains more neble
thoughts, he views it as defigned by the Lord to advance
the caufe of Chriltin the world ; and as an important {tep
towards bringing in the glorious mitlanniem.  Larly did the
American revolution extead 1ts falutury 1afluence o Giftant
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taled our atfuirs, in the councl and in dic fiddd, for the
purpofc of fpreading ' he, ancreating kpewledye, and
diffufing the true principles of hberty in the world: and
that the divine conduc: ewards America s held unin prov-
wdence to 2l ratior: s a ipwamen of the kind regard of
the Lerd 1o the hbsriy of man. For we belield a tyrannical
and mercilefs enciny, envroaching on ocur froutier, and
fomctimes penctruning chnelt to the heart of our ceunuy,
brought te fuc for peace, and alk our pardon.

Amengft the varous blefings which the Lord hath con-
frred upen us as @ matwen, we may tate our independence
and peace, as irrft e vank of tenyporal mercics.  Qur anni-
veriary this day brings to my mind the prophetic obfervation
of Ifar. Ixvi. S, * Shall the earth be made to bring forth
mone day; or fhall a nation be bern at once ™ By atlerting
our indeperidence, we threw off a foreign yvoke of tyrannical
oppreflion, and by maintaining the fame, we obtained puace ur
heme, and commanded refpect abroad.

Another favor which we received frem the kind hand of
the Lord, is that which f:w ranons ever enjoyed, which
was the priviiege of waking up government upen its furdt

to our fitwaton, and neft predullive of our public uitereit
and Juppuets. The government of the United States,
favs Patev, approaches ncareft to the focial coempadi o
any that hittory can furmth.  Upen astimparial examisi-
tic of our condtizution, we find it the beft calculated for
prometing the happiefs, and preterving the lives, liberty ard
property of the owtizens of any yet recorded n hiktory.
Liberty s here preferved in the cuitedy of the people. It
witely guards aguint anarchy and confufion en the oue hand,
and againit tyranny 2nd eppreflion ea the cther. It is frum-
cd wpon an eatenfion ¢f civil and reliztous iiberty, unnvalled
in any other country.  The facred nights of confcience arc
{0 fecured, that no cittzen can be nurg, moleficd or reftrain-
ed, in his perton, hberty or eftate 5 for werthiping God,
m the manier and {cefen moflt agreeable to the dictates of
his confeience=or {or his relizicus protefiion or {entiments.
Itis much to be deitred that the conititution and itatutes of






