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AN

ORATION.

RN ONG the moft inteteﬂ:ing e~
. ‘rm vents, recorded in the hiftory of

| the world, is that, which gave rife
/, I to this day’s feftival. The Dec-
laration of the Independence of
the United States of America, on
the FOURTH of JULY, 1776, involved in its con-
fequences the happinefs of millions, will extend its
influence to the lateft ages, and ought to be had in
everlafting remembrance.  We then emerged from
our colonial and dependent exiftence, and took a
rank among the Independent nations of the world.
‘To maintain the rank, we had taken, was deemed
impofiible by the nations of Europe ; and they
with confidence aflerted, we were preparing for an
- excmplary punithment. That they fhould not re-
alize what they fo confidently expetted, wifdom,
fortitude, and union were neceflary, and the pro-
“ition of Him, who is the GOD of armies.
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‘ComparsD with bur engmiee, we were fcw ﬁ}
numben. we pc.ﬁ‘eﬂ'ed little prepesety, except the
foil and. its appendages, and. were thinly feattered
OvEr an’ cxten&we country. ' We- were- deftiture-of
an army, and a navy ; were withoirt” any bond of
general union ; and witheut any coercwc method
to raife money, or levy troops.

THE nanon}wlth.whom we had o conte'nd was
opulent, numerous, powerful, and warlike. They
were furnithed with all the apparatus of war, both
by fea and land ; and, if they found it neceflary,
could: ad&to thcrr 'ﬁrengfh *Hy - forming alliances,
Phe- dzfparlty was, “indeed, grtzt" It was feen, it
was known, St wits felt byfdl : Jo
a’kind - of aflonithinent, and are{{fin )
fay, “iiat the Cotiragt and linrépidity of
States viere rafhnelsand frenzyii! U

By the cadf Was Tnportant. It Msthéfcaﬁ!%
8 Juftice ahd/ mﬂ&hal‘ﬁbeﬁyagamﬁ‘theﬂmuﬁ ans
éroadrmmts oF Afbitriry power-« A eorifeicufinely
of ‘t}né anirhafeﬂﬂweryl fxeart‘“ WIS were éficonrag-
&by hble patri S8 ‘e raifit atmies whthout Toths

fion vand‘lupﬁ&l‘t&f thett imof withote means;

o vmohwﬁﬁ‘f&&'*zejffommd arm§ and 411 the
it of Wik Indowete Yo ablel to- mekt thie
Vectah trbbie G Breattrbi i ‘oA Frownd!
I méiity TiRh 6 Wt Were fréeRANLI G
3ons We FebiHfiA2 otitcdtitige and; putfing Guto
Pefvies nidby el Prote@ionof Wit} who rmd e
i’mphng"ﬁaﬁd ‘ﬁW‘OM& Bk TKieded




auns 5 amms

Gotidth, weocsptured whole armics: of inaders, ro-
duoed our cricibies £0:the npdoflity ofsiwithdrawing
thioir forces ahd ackrdowdedging otir: Imdepondencs;
and. negotiated and ¢ftabliflied - a prace. oni:terms
equal to’our withes, and fuperior. to our hopes. -

. Tue moftcriticg] peridd of dur natiopal iexiftence
had tiow- arrived. ;- Without baw and without gov-
binnibnk; evéry inan did igt,iwhich was vigh in his
own eych.MOuitfirmeft ipattiots trembled ofor out
fafety. - But anarchy,that mmahy heéaded monfler;uns
der whofé ritviiges wesapft foon Have boenwaftod arid
deftroted,:for a: risomengy Rept-withoun hid-ohdins. -
1 Poiiiglopinion was notcotitatniated: by the
poifosiss desaghbe of Tfotdips ipBueries, ;| Mbdern
fentitheris] of thberty lind equiality; Wiich are des
figricit o $riffatibl thd corrifpyand diffocial: paffions
of ‘thehuntaw b1y, to dihibiv the réraints of -
claliprdler, MW aild relipion; o8 unjutiond tjrani-
€al; imd to tenller meq) Hoftile vo everp thihg whith

. oppélt theirIchhations; Weee then winkitown. <

i T P iionaey W Had-not lesoHiginlin the
blh&ngﬂmﬁumd’ eoprapt| infidious) anddefigri
o chén? i1t wae nbbekeitsd: by th JaWlefs ahd
svmbiticus defirs-of etrderinis | Ametica iniftrefs of
the- wé2iHl:7 It doed'ndk waime ' foF Wé fenders a
Danr6nlid M AR AT Kia Roswrep1ine L-bot' &
WASKHINGTON, wn LADAMS, aid thet>wors
chie WhlRe paerioff Wad'prird;- ihd wiioie only
objést wiis theltlcotmtiyylgbod. i ' THe Americad
Fevélutibriowsd:ith Wfc dnd Proprelstéajult fenfe
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in the Americans of their civil rights, of what was
due to themfelves and pofterity, and to a virtuous
and patriotic determination to' refift. the firft en-
eroachments of lawlefs power.”

Sc foon, therefore, as the war was clofed and an
honorable peace obtained, the great object of the
ftates, individually and colletively, was to form and
adopt conftitutions of ‘government, which fhould
preferve to the-citizens the free enjoyment of their
natural rights, under the protection of equal laws,
and impartial juftice. - Simplicity of manners, hab-
its of indudftry and economy, together with increaf~
ing means of information and moral inftruction,
afforded a flattering profpeét, that government and
the bleflings of rational liberty would be permanent.
. WugN the government of the United States was
organized, and commenced its operation, force and
elafticity were given to all its motions by the great
and dignified charalters, who prefided, and to whom
its adminiftration was entrufted. We faw with pleaf-
ing aftonifhment the revival of confidence, credit
and commerce.. The merchant, farmer and mechan-
ic rejoiced under an impreflive fenfe of the vivifying
effelts of the wife arrangements, which were made.

Unpzr the Prefidency of WASHINGTON and
ADAMS, our rulers, without the ufeful aid and
inftruétion of precedent and -experience, exploring
a new and untried path, in which it would require
more wifdom and forefight, than fall to the lot of
man, to commit no errors, cftablifhed peacs, and
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formed advantageous treaties with the nations of
Europe, and with the tribes, who inhabit the weﬁ-
ern wildernefs. They prefeived our neutrality in
midft of the conflits of the European powers, and
their artful, and even violent attempts to involve us’
in their contentions. ‘They reduced our deranged
finances to a regular {yftem, and raifed a revenue,’
which, though little felt by the people, has been’
fufficient for the fupport of government, has anf-'
wered many unforefeen demands, and effeted a
confiderable reduction of the public debt. To the
fame wife and judicious fyftem may we attribute the
exiftence of our navy, which has repelled many
wantcn encroachments upon our neutral rights,
and been the principal means of our prefent com-
mercial profperity.

 WiTHgreat propriety did Prefident JEFFERSON
obferve, in his Inaugural Speech, that our national
Government, at the clofe of the late adminiftration,
was * in the full tide of fuccefsful experiment.”

- Since that period, it is acknowledged by all, a
new order of things has been introduced, and many
deviations from the profperous path of the former
adminiftration. To determine with accuracy the
ultimate effet of thefe upon our national happi-
nefs, time and expencnce are neceflary. While we
wait the decifion of thefe, we ought not to forget,
that confidence is one of the principal nerves of re-
publicanifm, and that circumfpection ought never
to be changed into jealoufy, i
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- Qux;progitfss Tnge, the . mmltsmnammuw
. tion, in: wealthy antl, in ghe ufeful artsyhas never
been; aguglled by .any. mqan oi which we, 'havc @n
account ip.the records of: tima - Ip- ytraemg “this
- progsely and the canfes, which.-have, had, influence
in.raifing us. to a high flate of profperity; and a
dignified rank among the nations of the.garth, there:
is a kind of pleafure, which is more eafily felt than,
defisibed. - We-cannot but devoutly wiflythe, prog:
refy may continue, and that future generations may:
not point back to us, -as griether example of  ghinfe;.
who have in vain- attempted to-; pqrpetuate a popa-r
lar government. - 02 -

A traging the rife, progrefs and coafequences- of
the Amqmcan revolution, . we -cannhot byt - admit;.
that our freedom from political cor_mptimn and the
pugity-of . public_epinien; have. had commanding
influence.;  In  the fovolutions- in-Eurepe; and. ity
the.rife ‘and decling of empires,. .the invariable i)
fluencs of public. opinion .is clearly feen, and; its iRy
timatg ganpexion with gationg) happmefm o5 mufl-
ery, is flaikingly exhibited. - g

For a nation to {ecure and perpetuate thqzr p{'»oil- |
petity and happinefs, they muft bein favor of thefe.
means; which are canpected with profperity s dnd
in order for this, the public mind mufk-be incon-
taminated.——Foil a;moment, therefors; It ub tarn
our attention to e influenceof . public. OPNM
and,.thﬁmgomame of.it5:being rightly. formedi - ;

In the formation of faws and:ebnikitations:of:
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¢ivil government, public opinion 1s the capil‘:;i di-
reCtor. ‘To conform thefe to the humors, habits,
and opinions of a people, is deemed an import-
ant part of legiflative wifdom. Legiflators ever
have been and ever will be influenced by the public
mind. For a legiflative body to alt in oppofition
to that, §s an Herculean tafk, which has feldom
been attempted, and, when attempted in eletive
governments, has never been followed with fuccefs.
Men in their legiflative capacity will ftrongly in-
cline to omit thofe virtues, which are difagreeable,
and to fpare thofe vices, which are agreeable to
thofe for whom they legiflate. In proportion,
therefore, as laws and fyftems of government affect
the happinefs of a people, fo does public opinion.
From this they receive their complexion.

So powerful is the influence of public opinion,
that it will diret the conduct of a community
againft its own laws. Hence, in almoft every
country, we find ftatutes which are obfolete, and
the breach of which cannot be punifthed. Hence,
alfo 1t is, that ftatutes, which operate againft pub-
lic opinion, have very little effet. We may in-
ftance in the ftatute againft duelling, which has
no effet in places, where the public voice is againft
its execution upon offenders. As the adminiftra-
tion, therefore, of the government of a people, has
influence upon their profperity, in the fame propor-
tion is their profperity affected by public opinion.

T'HE opinions of a community muft be revolu-
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