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SERMON.

1 SAM. VII. 12.

s Then Samuel took a stone and set it betn'een Mizpek
and Shen, and called the name of i EBENEZER ; ay-
ing, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”

Honorable Magistrates, Respectable Citizens !

AsseMBLED to commemorate the birth
day of our national independence, let every unsocial
and every unhallowed sentunent be banished from our
bosoms. Let benevolence to the living, who share in
our privileges; let veneration for the memory of the
illustrious dead, whose wisdom and valor achieved
our independence ; let gratitude, pious and sincere,
to God, the Author of this, and of every good and
perfect gift, pervade and solemnize every heart.

The text chosen to secure union in our recollec-
tions, appears well adapied to give them emphasis.
It was originally employed by a prophet and states-
man of the highest order, on a memorable and affect-
ing occasion.

Samuel, judge of the Israelitish tribes, had seen
them, for many years, oppressed by the Philistines, a
cruel and relentless foe. In a recent engagement
they had even captured the Ark of the Covenaut,
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the palladium of church and state, and by their -
picties they  had profancd the sacred chesi. But
struck with terror under the acknowledged judgments
of God, they were compelled to send back the dan-
gerous spoil, accompanied with expratory presents.
Aftiictions from heaven produced no sentiments of
compassion 1 their hearts to Israel. They soon
followed the ark and their presents with a proud and
powerful army, to extirpate a people whom they
hated, because they had injured them.

Under the alarm of danger, without forces and
without alliance, the judge, with his nation, betakes
hunself to God. A fast 15 procleimed ; prayvers are
offered, and the altar is loaded with the victin of
propitiation. The venerable prophet, ot once judge
and priest, stands by the altar, and waits, with its ris-
ing odours, the supplication of faith to heaven. In
the mean time, the feeble and dispirited 1ribes re-
ceive orders to gird on tlieir ar:our, and to meet and
encounter the advancing foe. Iinmediately the thun-
ders of God roll terribly in the sky. The shout of
the hosts, and the trumpets of war, are overpowered
by the more awful voice of The Almighty. The en-
emy, in terror, are discomfited. They are pursued.
They become the food of Israel’s sword. Courage
succeeded dejection and dismay. Prayer and tears
give place to triumph and loud sounding praise. The
prophet concludes the scene with an act of devotion
that at once marks a generous mind, and a feeling
heart. < Then Samucl look a stone and set tt betieen
Mazpeh and Shei, and he called the name of it Ebence-
zer ; saying, Hitherto heth the Lord helped us.



Ihrough scenes, re<embling these, our nation has
already passed. A prince, whom our futhers loved,
and revered a- @ parent, and a nation whom they
fondiv carassed as kindred, decetved and instigat-
¢d, in an evil hour, by weak and wicked ministers,
aided by a senate, too obscequious, adopted meca-
sures, which, unless resisted, must have terminat-
el In the destruetion of the dearest rights of the Man,
the Citizen, and the Christian.  Though tiey loved
their King, thev respected themselves. They romon-
strated with filial reverence, and were treated with
cold contempt.  Remonstrance was followed by re-
spectiul and carnest petitien, and was answered by
new wnjuries.  They at length determined and dared
te resist, and (God gave success to their righteous
cause. Their civil rights were not only respected;
but their mnational independence acknowledged :
While surrounding nations, with applause, hailed
them, Worthy to enjoy the prize for which they
had so resolutely contended, and had so nobly won.

The venerable founders of our nation, like the
man of God, and his people, in the iext, began the
unequal contest by appealing 1o God, and imploring
his direction and arl. In him, during the conflict,
thev continued to trust. T'o hun, at the victorious
close, thev raized the memorial, and inscribed it with
the pious centiment, © Hitherto hath the Lord helped

1e.”’

Amidst swrrounding clouds and tempest, while
vathering darkness shuts up the prospect before us,
we are permitted, in perfect possesston of our enjoy-
ments and rights. to cetebrate another anmiversary.
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Among the various subjects that claim our atten-
tion, we are, under present circuinstances, invited to
acknowledge, with recollections of gratitude, the
Divine goodress;

In the birih of our nation, and His peculiar pro-
vidences to her in her mfant state.

In preparing and qualifying her in due time to re-
ceive independence.

In conducting her through a dangerous and te-
dious war, to indisputed sovereignty and indepen-
dence.

In graciously directing her with wisdom and hon-
or to improve independence when obtained.

In admonishing us by present corrections and
judgments, to acknowledge our sins and abuse of our
independence, by which it seems endangered.

In granting us this favorable opportunity of form-
ing resolutious of returning to God whom we have
forsaken, that he may graciously perpetuate our inde-
pendence, and render it a blessing to our nation and
to the world.

A few observations on each of these topics, and in
the order in which we have mentioned them, will ac-
complish the object of this address.

i. We are invited to acknowledge the Divine good-
ness in the birth of our nation, and His signal provi-
dence to her in her infant state,
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The origin of nations, for the most part, lies buri-
ed in fable and obscurity, beyona the limits of re-
cord. Ve can trace the founders of the American
nation to their cradle, attend io their early educa-
tion, and mark the causes that formed their early
tempers and habits.  We can fix the precise period,
when Providerce revealed the seat of empire, and
the manner in which they were transplanted into it.
For in the American, as in the Israelitish state, God
first marked out the empire, and then gave birth and
education to the chosen inheritors.

The American hemisphere, in which our nation is
seated, and which, for ought we know, it is one day
destined to fill, furnishes subject of contemplation to
the philosopher and Christian, mysterious and pro-
found. A vastregion, equal nearly to haif the globe,
with a surface abounding in all that is necessary for
the subsistence and accommodation of man, and
whose bowels were filled with all those treasures
which he accounts most precious, lay for iicusands of
ages concealed by a veil which the eye, thie industry,
and knowledge of man, could not penetrate.

While the crouded inhabitants of the other hemi-
sphere were engaged in fierce contention for some
barren mountain, or some insignificant plain, for some
contemptible stream, or some ungrateful shore:
while their destructive disputes, for more territory and
for more gold, prematurely replenished the dwellings
of the dead, and spread misery ans’ >vastation over
the wictched survivors, the immen: : plains, the in-
munerable Lills, and towering mou s, the majes-



te nivers, and the prolific scas of America remainci
unoccupied, unclaimed, and unknown.  For s hat
purpose, mav it be asked; was this beautifu! and ricls
continent created by that Being. who, though bounti-
ful, 1x never prodigal of bhis gifts? Who, when he
creates the loaf, never suflers the crumb to be lo it}
Philosophy, startled, stands i silence.  Christianity
can only add, “ Iven so Father, for so it secined
Zood 1n thy sighi”

This country, fertile and fiir, <iept inglorious for
many ages, ahandoned to savage beosts, o1 10 scat-
tered tribes of men more savage than ikey, whom
misfortune had casvaily thrown on her shores,
without power of returning to the land of their fi-
tners, without talents, anc resources, even {o preserve
civiilzation, mmuch less to rice to science and te
God. Awfully instructive and kumbiing thenc!

At the apparent destined hour, a mariner, by na-
tural sagacity or by intense study, acquired the
Eknowledge of geographical science beyond all his
cotemporaries, above all the ancients; Columbus, un-
nelled by 2 secret. by an trresistible, shail [ say, a Di-
vine impulse, that neither difficulties, nor disappoint-
meut could weaken or subdue, determined to pene-
trate to India, in that very course where the new
world lav, and which, 1o Lis pursuit, he could not miss.
Of its existence, however, he bad neither knowledge
nor suspicion. Undaunted he burst through that
frightful rampart which the fears, or the ignorance of
sailors had arrayed n horrors, and by steerimg for the
East discovered the West Indies. By dragging a new
world te ight, procured himself a deatble<s nanme,
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To aldd to our surprize in regasd (o its conceal-
qnent, and discovery, in that very course where the
<hips of Tarchish, under the direction of Phenieia, of
Tyre, aid of Solomon, three thousand years before,
mide periodical voyages, every three years, without
cver obtaining a glimpse of thiz virgin world, by
chance, by search, or by shipwreck, and returning
with the report.—Thiz country Portuguese sailors
discovered, to a great extent, a few vears afier the
discovery of Columbus, while puisuing the commen
tract. Thoughts eroud, but prudence musi repress
them.

When God had th .z {ully unveiled the asvium.
and the empire J} gnded for his favorrte child.
when driven to . t’fx.\ ilidernesz from the face of his
enemy, he begar t make preparations for his birth,
and education. .\ pnerica was discovered m the vear
1492, and twen v five years afterwards, the precise
period between “i > call of Abraham and the birth of
his heir, LitTecr, the rirsT pory of the Reformation.

made biz appearance in Germany.

Under the piercing rays of this morning star, Eu-
rope began to aiwvake from hicr slumbers, civil, litera-
ry and religious, of more than a thousand years.
During that Jong and dark night, the faint glininer-
wigs of expiring knowledge, like lamps in the sepul-
chres of the dead, were enmombed 1n Gothic clois-
ters, and monkish cells, not more dark than the un-
derdlandmg of their inhabitants; not more coid than
their hearts. By the ageney of the Reformers, un-
der God, <aeved Jight was difliced m more than pri-

1))
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meval zplendor, with incredible celerity, and throust;
1 wide extent. Germany and Britain, Switzerland,
and Holland, with the countries circumjacent, were
literary and mor:liy regenerated.

Jritain became the nurse of religious knowledgze,
and of religious snd civil liberty, in theery and prac-
tice. The excentrnie reigns of the Tudors, the un-
steady, weak and tyrant house of Stewart, the en-
lightened republican parliament, the nervous and free
administration of the usurper Cromwell, werc higlily
favorable for acquiring gradually correct views of re-
livion and cwil government. At onc time the popish
faction, arraved in its native cruelty, persecuted Re-
formers eof everv name. At another time, Enghish
prelacy swayed the nation and displaved intolerance,
with pride and rage, for uniformity. The presbyterian
and the independent had cach their short reign, who,
detesting civil persecution, treated prelacy, ancient
and modern, with the most provoking and sullen con-
tempt. Delighting to tear ofl’ thoze rags which
their opponents considered as ornaments, they, with
puritanical boldness, exposed the weakness and dis-
eases which they were said to conceal.

It was at this period, and amidst these circumstan-
ces, when diflerent parties studied with accuracy and
contended publicly for their religious and for their
social and civil privileges, that the founders of the
Aimerican colonies were born and nurtured.  Curios-
1y, principle, self defence, formed every man a civil-
1an and a divine.  Thus furnishied, thus agitated, and
seeing no end to religious and civil disputes, they
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turned their eve to the new world, with the hope of
enjoring that repose which the old world could not
bestow.  Virginia, Maryland, and New-England re-
civied colonies of churchmen, papists, and mdepen-
dents. Others froi Hollad and from Germauy, from
Sweden and Denmark, from Scotland and from Ireland
followed. All carried the same love of libertyv, the same
political prineiples and experience ; and solitude soon
taugiit them toleration.  Prejudices evamshing, and
attachments  strengthening, ihey ot length became
component paris of the Aunerican governinent.

Of all the American colonies, those of Plyvmouth,
and their connexions, were the most enlightened, the
most singular in their habits, the most respectable,
and those to which our nation 1s most highly indebt-
ed. Hated for the sirictness of iieir morals, perse-
cuted for the simplicity of their worship, and their
inflexible adherence to civil and religious liberty,
they abandoned their country and their relations, and,
in an organized body, sought a dwelling in the bosomn
of an unknown and inhospitable wilderness, filled
with «avage beasts and fierce barbarians, where, with
their wives and children, they might live in innoecence,
uncontaminated by the world, and enjoy, undisturb-
ed, the private and public worship of God, with
warm hearts, and unwounded ccnscience.

Never was there a society more select.  Neither
vice, nor vicious persons, found shelter among the:n.
With their tents they pitched their tabernacles. Like
Israel, they carried with them, prepared, the models
of church and state. KEvery family was a2 Bethel.
The father acted as the priest and king of his house.



Every mother, like those of Moses, of Samuel, and
Timothy, trained up her sons as prophets, and her
Jaughters as ornaments of her house—as daughters
for God.

Their morals and piety were accompanied with
sound icarning, wiih knowledge of the arts and scien-
ces, with agricultural ¢kill, and steady babits of indus-
trv. « The wells of English language undefiled,” such
as ‘\Illtnn purified, and of which he drank, appeared
to supply their speech and writing with copious, and
masculine expression.

From such sires bave Ainerican republicans
sprung ; by such mothers were the first cradles of
New-England rocked.

Can we own the hand of God in the birth of Isaac,
and 1 the raising of his seed in Egvpt; in giving
Abraham a view of the Land of Promise, and, in due
{une, putting his children in possession of it, and deny
that we can discern nothing of a peculiar providence
in the discovery of America and in preparing inhabi-
tants for it ? If we discover the Divine agency, our
bearts must be penetrated with adiniring gratitude,
and urge us to exclaim, < Hitherto, indeed, hath the
Lord helped us.”

II. We are invited this day to recognize the Di-
vine providence, by which we have been prepared
and qualified to receive national independence.

'This 1s a consideration of the highest importance
10 our nation, and demands our warmest gratitude.
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Occasion, and natural talents; alone enable socictics
to vindicate their natural vights.  Habits, produced
by cducation, by expertence, by morals, and religion,
arc indispensably necessary to qualify for the enjoy-
ment of the acquisition. < I owe, said the generous
corqueror of the world, to Aristotle more than I owe
to Philip. By meansof my father I ama man. By
means of my preceplor 1 have been taught the exer-
cise of mtelligence and reason, the prerogatives of
man.”  Independence bestowed on a people, not pre-
pared f{or receiving it, is a gift pregnant with perni-
CIOUS CONECUENCEs,

On several cecasions the slaves of Greece, and of
Rome, broke their chains, asserted their liberty, and
always to their own ruin.  Without experience, un-
accustomed to self command, or self direction, void
of reason and destitute of resource, they speedily ex-
tinguished their liberty and their lives in blood.

In our own time, the negroes of Saint Domingo,
with their personal liberty, asserted national indepen-
dence. -Has 1t increased their happiness, or added
{o their security ? Without civilization, without mor-
als, without religicus restraint, and without social sub-
ordination, they resemble morc a troop of uncaged
lions, than subjects of civii government.  Fifty years
<Javery could not have inflicted so much misery, or
produccd such dreadful scenes of savage cruclty, as
live years of their independence has done.

France, a nation, the first in Europe, for learning,
for arts, for science, and for refinement in manners,
hae. tn herrecent revolution from despotism to popu-
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far government, extnbited an awful example of a nu-
tion set at liberty before thie people were ripe for ra-
tional independence.  They no sooner became senzi-
hle of oppression and degradation, and willed to be
{free, than they succeeded.  Thev no stoner enjoved
freedom, than, like children and savage:, thev disco-
vered themselves wholly disqualified for enjoying it.

Her ancient grandees ruled by the terrors of the
sword, the splendors of the robe, aud the magic of &
name; stript of these, they had neither talents nor n-
fluence to repress the powerful nor to direct the
ignorant. The profligate, let loose, like the unclean
spirits on the cons of Sceva, the Jew, sprang on the.n

o themr destruction. Her statesinen, without stu-
dving human nature, moved the government as a
vast complicated machine. The first disturbance i
its movements affected the whole, and it exceeded
‘their power to correct the disorder, and renew the
motion. Her men of science were acute and skil{ul
i analyzing and comuining the elements of nature,
but they were miserably deficient in the knowledge of
selecting and combining the jarring sentuments of a
great nation, at that time in chaotic disorder, and in
directing them {o those pursuils that enlarge the
sphere of human knowledge and social happiness,
and secure to their nation unfading honors.

Her peasantry, ignorant and degraded, were sub-
missive through fear, and not from principle. They
could only act by the voice of a master. They re-
sembled machines, not reasonable agents,

)

4
/I
Jotvis L ienas



1.

I« word, society, at that time, through all ranks,
throngh all professions, and in every sex and age,
was coriupted to the very cere. Too enlighten-
ed to sulunit to slavery, too cornipted to enjoy liber-
tv, and too far gone for reformation. How awful
have their judgments been'!

Let us now contrast France with the eolonizs of
America, and, with heartfelt gratitude, exult 1 the
c<cene. In France, all theory ; in America, theory and
practice combined. Here virtuous and devout fathers,
chaste and industrious mothers, famihes under strict
discipline ; no 1iileness ; no oppression ; no abiect
poverty ; no useless profusion.  Magistrates enlight-
ened, laws respected and obeyed. Ignorance, in
great measure, subdued ; useless knowledge no whiere
cultivated. Churches crouded ; theatres pro=cribed.
The scriptures reveied, Sabbaths sanctified, the
name of God held 1n veneration, his worship universal-
1y regarded. The natior was ripe for independence.
It produced no innovation. It only increased and ex-
tended her privileges and security, with the extension
of her duties and obedicnce.

To strengthen our gratitude to God. and more
deeply to nnpress our minds with veneration for our
early institutions, moral, civil, and religious, let us
briefly compare the English with the Spauish, the
Protestant with the Catholic colonies of America.

The Spanish colonies werc planted about an
hundred years before the first English settlement.
They seized on fields highly cultivated, of fruitful
soll, of a friendly climate. and among natives, the
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most mald, friendly and moflensive ot tiic Indiw;
race: The English took pozsession of an inhospitable
wildernesy, of fright{ul atmiosphiere, of ungrateful soil,
and among Indians, the mogt hostile, cruel and per-
fidious, of the savage naine.

The Cathiolic colonies, ke cliuidren, were cher-
tzhed and protected, by their native government ;
magistrates, courts of justice, and hoards of divec-
tion, were provided at the public expense. Cathe-
drals and chapels were founded, and ministers of reh-
o1on, of every name, to teach them morals and reli-
gion, were furnished by royal munificence. 'The
Protestant colonies received no aid from the purse or
sword of their native government; for them no magis-
{rate, no minister of religion, was supplied at the ex-
pense of royalty. For them no halls of justice ; no sim-
piehouse of God was ever gratuilously provided. Like
Ishmael, the son of the bond woman, to avoid oppres-
sion, they fled to the wilderness, followed hardly by
a kind or lingering look, nor was a single consoling
message sent after then.

Hear the result, and own, with triumph, the hand
of God, who has made us to differ. Nearly forty
vears ago, the English colonies have reached national
maturity : The Spanish, of three hundred years old,
continue in their leading strings, feeble, helpless—

babes. The Protestant have acquired a place and a
name among the nations of the carth : The Catholic,
slaves to priestly dominion, lie degraded, unknown,
unnoticed, in the public annals of the world.
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111. We are invited, on this anniversarv, to ac-
knowledge the hand of the Lord in conducting us
through a dangerous and tedious war, to an honorable
independence.

The superintending providence of God is discerni-
ble in the rise and continuance of this war, in 1its
agents, its aids, and its opposition: in occurrences
the most minute, and in events the most magnificent.

The union, in sentiment and exertion, of thirteen
states, scattered in various chimates, along an exten-
sive shore, of different habits, of strong mutual pre-
judices, of diversified and of interfering interest,
without external pressure, or powerful internal influ-
ence, 1s in itself astonishing. None but He, in whose
hand are the hearts of all men, and who can turn and
keep them in their course, as he does the rivers of
water, could have united and preserved, in uuion,
through the painful, the dark, the expensive, and du-
bious conflict, the members of the American nation.

Ample supply of agents, civil and military, suita-
ble and qualified for the direction and execution of
public aflairs, claim our atiention and gratitude. No
sooncr were public services required, than servants
stood prepared, and within reach, to perform them.
Conventions, when called, were instantly filled from
the bench and the bar; from the plough and from the
compting desk, with talents and experience adapted
to the thmnes. -

Their deliberations were conducted with elo-

quence and anunation, Thelr arguments were pal-
3
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pable and convincing. No frenzy appeared, no dejec-
tion was felt. Artifice and temptation could neither
warp nor seduce; opposition and adversity could
neither intinidate nor subdue.

In all their public declarations, simplicity and
eandor shine. In all their petitions to majesty, die-
pity is united with moderation and respect. In all
ther remonstrances, wflexible firmuess 1s mamntained
without asperity or passion.

The public papers, of these times, are models in
their kind. 'They reveal the writers as real actors
in the scene. They are such as a Roman senate
might own without a blush, and such as a British
senate, though opposed, had the magnanunity to ap-
plaud. Foreign agents, ambassadors, and others,
acted as if educated for their stations, and reflected
bonor and creuit on themselves, and thew mfant na-
tion.

in the formation and establishment of our army,
the same gracious pro wlence appears.  Its eleients,
in men and in officers, ad been previously prepared.
Accustomed to constant alarin, from a savage foe, the
American youth grew up familiar with arins and
their use. Asmilitia, many of them, during the pre-
vious French war, fought by the side of the British
regulars, and from them acquired the art and the
exercise of war. Oflicers and privates, instructed in
this school, adorned and filled the infant ranks.

A commander in chief was wanting, of extraordi-
nary aud diversified talents,  Such a comiander, like

e
e
~ SR
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a polished <haft from his quiver, God had prepared.
Wasuixgroy, a name dear to his country, revered
by the nations, and destined to flourish with unfading
honors till nations are no more, was chosen to this
honorable and dignified rank, by the unanimous voice
of America: Rich in the endowments of nature, of
great and approved experience in the military art,
and in the prime of life.  Majestic in his person, dig-
nified, without any tincture of pride or ostentation,
his exterior commanded respect and conciliated con-
filence. His countenance was open and serene, with
an eyve that created no alarm, while it looked on its
object, and read the movements of the heart. He
obtained the knowledge of men by intuition, and his
decisions seldom deceived him. Open and communi-
eative, when circumstances permitted. Impenetrable
to scrutiny, when he determined to conceal : vigilant,
eautious, temperate, and pious, he was secured froin
surprise or perturbation. Ardent and impetuous by
constitution, cautinus, cool, and collected, by experi-
ence and self discipline. No solicitation, no censure,
culd urge to rash and desperate adventures: no la-
bor nor difficulty could deter him from seizing and
improving favorable apportunities, when presented
to his view, Fully acquainted with the genius and
disposition of his countrymen, and with the resources
of his country, he knew how, and when, to apply, and
what to expect.  Condescending and kind to his asso-
ciates in war, without undue familiarity, he knew,
and they never forgot, that he was their general. A
lion in hattle, a lah in private life,
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Great and respectable, as the American general
and his army appearcd in the field, the conclusiing
scene, like the mildness and lusture of the setting sun,
displayed a spectacle of patriotizm, still more attrac-
tive and sublime. The victorious army receive a
mandate from their country, delivered by their chief,
to cease being soldiers, and to become citizens. With-
out receiving pay or provision, they deliver their
arms, and prepare to revisit, in the deepest poverty,
their impoverished homes. 'Their commander knew
a soldiei’s pride, and a soldier’s heart, in such circum-
stances; he sympathizes with them; he soothes, and
dismisses them with bhis regrets and his blessing. He
knew the state of his country, anxious to testify their
gratitude and respect; yet unable to discharge their
long and just debts. Without disorder, neither load-
ed with the spoils of their enemy, or the plunder of
their country, they present their families with na-
tional independence, the sole reward of years of toil.
The sword 1s exchanged for the hoe, the usket for
the plough, the field of labor for the camp of im-
providence.

Their commander severed from his associates 1n
war, hastens to deposit his commission and his sword,
his work honorably completed, into the hands of that
honorable body, by whom they were entrusted. 'The
scene of mutuai congratulation exceeds description.
H= rose 1in dignity and devotion, when he surrender-
ed the precious emblems. Congress, melting in grati-
tude, expressed a hoinage, great as mortal could ac-
cept.  Both in union, raised an everlasting memorial
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with the inscription of our {ex{, which we this day
cordially commenorate = « tHitherto hath the Lord

helped us.”

IV. We are invited to acknowledge, this day, the
soodness of the Lord, in directing our nation to a
wize and honorable improvement of her indepen-

dence.

This is the crowning blessing, the consummation
of the whole. Nations may be filted and qualified to
receive independence, and may acquire it honorably ;
but without preserving the same virtue and exertion,
the same pious reliance on God, it may soon be lost
or converted into the means of their own destruc-

tion.

The ten tribes of Israel afford a striking illustra-
tion of this remark. Trained up for war and regular
government, by David, they were, after his death, op-
pressed by the long, the foolish, and expensive reign
of Solomon, his successor. On the accession of Re-
hoboam, his son, to the throne, they sought relief, by
a respectful address. T'he rash and foolish youth, by
the advice of ignorant and wicked counsellors, return-
ed an answer full of insult. The Israelites spurn
the message indignantly, abandon their king, and no
sooner willed, than they accomplished their indepen-
dence. Irritation and success engendered pride.
Pride impelled them to acts of violence and injustice,
and after becoming a curse to themselves, and a
scourge to all around them, their independence ter-

minated in irrecoverable slavery and disgrace.
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France, under our own eve, has furnished ihe
most melancholy example of independence abusedd,
that the annals of nations record. Short and easy was
her ascent 1o independence, beautiful and rich the in-
heritance obtained ; numerous the champions that
were rauged for her defence. But the very agents
that br 'ke her chains and asserted her freedom, be-
came the murderers of those whom they had sworn
to protect, and strangled, in the cradle, the heavenly
stranger. 'The people, infuriated under their instiga-
tion, trampled on law, on everyv thing venerable and
sacred, spread destruction and carnage over that
beautiful country, and its inoffensive inhabitants.

For ten successive vears, a succession of mon-
sters in human form, profaning the name of liberty,
exposed the very name io suspicion, and their
country and themselves to the execration and
dread of the nations of the earth. It sunk in anarehy.
For more than other ten years a despot has tram-
pled France under foot. Of splendid talents, of
boundless ambition, of an unfeeling heart, he remov-
ed the scaffold of blood from the sireets of Paris,
and converted the fair and extensive plains of Eu-
rope into fields of slaughter and polluted cemetries.
Those who despised, and those who adored hun ; those
who resisted, and those who relied on his promises
and generosity, fell, in succession, the victims of hig
insatiable thirst for dominion and blood.

Within a few months, after unexampled success-
es terminating, in a chain of disaster and defeat, that
compels infidelity hereelf to own a God of retribus
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tive justice, humanity has been gratified with the
intelligence of his overthrow.  He that awed and
afilicted the civilized world has lost his terrors.  Be-
traved and deseried by the associates of his villanies,
rejected by the nation that he crushed, detested by
mankind, he bas voluntartiy ahdicated the most splen-
did throne in Europe, and banished, like a convict,
on a disgraceful dole, to tread on the mines of Elba,
mother of inetals, 1n which his iron soul delighted.

With these nations compare the honorable career
of America, and own the hand of God. No circun-
stances, no prospects, can be conceilved more gloomy
and distressing than those that succeeded the revolu-
tionary war. Strangersand battles had devoured her
farms. Habits of agriculture and cominerce were
destroved. Ivery source of national revenue dried
up. An enormous public debt contracted. Without
experience, without an ally, without a friend.

Did a tyrant rise to usurp authority amidst the
consternation? America had not yet brought forth a
paricide. Did the nation abandon herself to despair?
TAd she propose measures unbecoming her dignity ?
Did she distrust or forget her Helper in the war?
No! She remembered God. She apphed to him, and
now He became her Counsellor.  With united delib-
eration, a federal compact was framed and adopted.
The hero of the field has the reins of government
committed to his hands. New talents, adapted to new
duties, are developed. The statesman equals the sol-
dier. Great in the field, great in the cabinet, he rises,
with every new, event in the confidence and atieciion
of Lis nation.




A change trom gloom to glory, 1s instantaneously
produced.  Prosperity, unknown, commences her
reign; credit and confidence are restored.  Debts are
settled and discharged. Murimur and languor take
their flight, and active industry and perseverance sup-
ply their place. Commerce launches her ships, and
spreads her sails, and walls, with every breeze, the
wealth of the nations imnto the lap of America. Let
us look back through twenty, out of the twenty-six
vears of our national goverament, and we may chal-
lenge the history of nations to produce a parallel to
our prosperity. ¢ It is the doings of the Lord and
wondrous in our eyes.” Shall we not, with pious
gratitude, set up our memorial between iShen and
Mizpeh, between peace and prosperity ; between war
and adversity ; and deeply inscribe, < Hitherto hath
the Lord helped us.”

V. We are this day admonished to listen to the
judginents and corrections of the Lord, which
threaten to deprive us of what the Lord hath hitherte
bestowed on us.

This introduces a variety in our exercises, less
pleasing, but not less seasonable and expedient. To
join trembling with our rejoicing, produces salutary
efiects.

All must acknowledge that it is not with our na-
tion as in years past. 'The sun of union and of pros-
perity is covered with a black cloud. This change
must proceed from causes over which we have some
control. God is unchangeable, he resteth in his love.
and is unwearied in his goodness,
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Among the wounds, whichi God continues o in-
flict, the following four claim our serious attention.

We are deeply wounded in our commerce and na-
vigation ;—the sources of our national opulence. A
few years ago American canvass whitened every sea,
and spread to every breeze. Her stars and her stripes
floated in every harbor, and circulated her own and
the productions of the world. Now, withdrawn o
chased from the bosom of the ocean, they grow black,
they mourn, they languish, in our silent ports. No
longer is the noise of the saillor and cordage heard.
the hum of busy men has withdrawn. Our mer-
chants, who had become princes in our land, and their
families arrayed in splendor and surrounded with all
tho luxuries of the Indies of the east and of the west,
rest in dissatisfaction, in inglorious languor. The
breeze may shift and freshen, but it wafts the much de-
sired and rich cargoes to their store houses no more.

Our statesmen no longer boast of an overflowing
treasury. The sea refuses, when most needed, to
supply the shameful profusion of the land. Aumeri-
ca! commerce became your God ! JEHOVAH, the
Helper of your fathers, hath smitten your Dagon.
God has done it. Be silent and repent.

Again, our national honor and respect have re-
ceived a painiul wound. When WasnincTON sai at
the helm, and when regular industry and unsullied in-
tegrity ; when republican morals, and revealed reli-
gion, were the ornaments of our nation, the Aneri-

can name was every where respected. "T'he erizene,
4














































