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) THE Hlstory of man and the anm}s of
nations, exhibit to the rontemplauve ming, a
widely diversified scene ; teemmg with events;
marked with the boldest inscriptions; struggling
for pre-eminence, and vieing with each other‘
to arrest our thoughts ane command our
atteniion. In taking a rapid survey of the
heterogeneous mass, which the wastc of
ages and the lapse of six thousand years,
have accumulated, we? experience involun.
tary embarrasqment, in a selection of sub-
jeets for stricture and animadversion.

But this day, with its angecedents, conco.
mitants, and future consequences, can never
fail to furnish an endless variety of the most
interesting incidents, that ever warmed the
heart, or toned the nerves of the rhetorician.
A nation bursting by an instantanecus eflort
from a chaus of political discordancy, and
casting from it with indignant scorn, the
massive chains, welded in the sangninary forgey
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of ls.mgca' A vast Empire emerging' from a
world of rude simplicity, abounding, with all
the substantial ingredients for defence, utility;
‘and lasting embellishment ; inhabited by mil-
lions of .ouls panting for hberty, and sternly
tenadious of the rights of man, forms an object
so variously modified, and of such imposing
magnitude, that the Orator can never be ata
Ioss for a subject for panegeric ;. the Historian
for well authenticated facts for narration; or the
votive Muse: for favorite heroes, whose chi-
valric deeds he may roll in flowing nnmbers,
“through waste of years. Here, Genius and Sci-
ence may in safety entwine,and deposit the tro-
phiesof their unitedlabours, forthe admiration of
succeeding generations, without any timorous
fears of their bging either lost or tamlshccl

by the cnmodmg rust of time.

But it must be confessed, that man viewed
in his original abstract, such as ke was wher
he came warm from his maker’s hands, cloth-
ed with reciitude and glowing with the di
vine resemblance, nearly allied to angels, and
possessed of a conspicuity of intelligence,
which qualified him for colloquial intercourse
with the fountain of wisdom and the donor of
life, forms a harsh ;and striking contrast with
that state of dehnquent apostacy into which he
plunged himself, and his numerous descendants.
By one fatal act of disobedience, we seehiman .
appalled and trembling culprit, flying from the
‘presence of his Creator and seeking conceal-
ment, in the most, impervious shades of the
garden, and like all other offenders anxious te’
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devise, or fabricate, some wretched expedrent,
either, to mask his shame ; or exteiguate the.
magnitude of his crime, by palming the indu-
cing cause, ifnot the commission’ of it, on

others. A% the voice of ‘his. Maker, with

slow and tardy movements, he leaves his retreat;

his eyes cast on the ground in guilty dejection;
~and his brow clouded by the contractions of
~ internal remorse. Guilt trembles at the scrutiny -
of day, and with cowardly suffussion, depre-
- cates_reprehension, and exposure. B
- Thus while man was yet treading the
ihreshold of juvenile time, were awakened those
conflicting- passions ; and that spark cf pride
and ambition siruck, which scon found conge-.
nial fyel, to kiadle a wide consuming flame,
that like the blazing Lava, in its impetuous
descent, has - swept every impediment to the
vortex ef destruction : It has floated the earth
and dyed the ocean, ‘with'thié blood of millions

of their wretched inhabitants, It has extorted,
the widow’sgroans, andtheorphans tears, which

continue . to stream through all the depart-
‘ments of humanity, - .

Irom that moment,. in whatever direction we
_turn our eyes, we see-abundant, and accumu-
lating cause of lamentation and woe. Ciyil
intoleranice, and religious frauds, have bheen
practised, and imposed without fear, or remorse
upon all the class.fications of mankiud.

In the first formation of civil society, men
by mutual consent, made a voluntary currender
of many of the minor rights  of natuwe, 1o
-secure those of a higher, atd moze esseulial

Y
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grade ; which soon created a thirst for accumu-
lation,* and a restless desire for monopoly. It
was then, even in the first germination of
social compacts ; that the aspiring few, con-
ceived the darmg design of wresting by force
from the many, the rights of gevernment and
control : and to what extent, and degree, they
have succeeded, the page of history furnishes
an instructive, but melancholy narration.

Men of superior artifice ingratiated them-
selves into the confidence of their associates ;
by the blandishments of duplicity, obtained
at iirstanascendency over their reason, and then
gave what force, and direction, to their passions
they pleased; which has generally terminated
in the ‘exaltation of the few, and the finished
degradation of the many.

To doubt the political orthodoxy of this
statement, would betrray an ignorance of civil
institutions, and their shifting fates, which the
science and illumination of the eighteenth cen-
tury, would stigmatize with unqualified repro-
bation. In fact, the records of man, is but
the~sad detail, of his imbecility, of his crimes,
and of his humiliation. At one moment we see
him making a languid effort, to regain his long
lost ground, and take lis proper level, in the
scale of national existence; and at the next,
sufficiently sunk into torpid, and voluntary
debasement,

But without entering upon a tedious and
disgusting detail of the abuse of original prin-
ciples, and a prostration of indefeasible vights,
among the nations of antiquity ; without<au-
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sing to portray the splendid achievemients of
Grecian and Roman patriotism ! Without
wasting your time, by a delineation of the steia
and Godlike virtues of Cato, who, in despair
of Roman freedom, doomed himself to death
by his own hands : without wafting you b .k
to the plains of Thessaly, or the passage of
Thermopoly where Spartan valor, for Spartan
liberty, made a firm and desperate stand,
resolutely determined, rather than to drag the
galling chains of an imperious conqueror ; to
raise ramparts of their bodies, and pour forth
torrents of their blood, through which, the
victors should wade to the servitude of their
country.

The geographical mart of that country, is
indeed still to be found; but the animating
voice of Republican hilarity, tempered by rea-
son and moderation, is heard to vibrate there
ne more. The derion of Tyranny, floated on
waves of blood, has usurped its place, and
fixed her home, in death.like silence, on the
ruins of desolate Athens.

Even Rome where Cicero plead, and Virgil
sung, whose foundations were supposed to be
laid in such depths of political wisdom as to
warrant presumptions of eternal sovereignty,
has long since been, stripped of her arrogated
greatness, and nour crouches f{or favor aid
protection, bencath the standard of the spler-
did Corsican.

In modern Europe the spirit cf liberty lias.
at no pericd, been totally extinguished ; bu:
1t has been incrustated, and depressed by an
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arbitrar yassumpuon, of feudal exactions; by
a corrupt, and corrupting systemiof natlonal po- .
licy, predicated on principles of amtocracy,‘
which places the government of millions in the
hagds of a few ; aiid that few destitute of mora-
lity, and rehglon.

From' such a combination of guilty materials
as 1s to be found, in most of the cabinets of
Europe, what have the inhabitants of’ those
countries a right to expect? Can they be so
ignorant and visionary, as to suppose that a
God of Justice, who, dehghts in the rectitude
of his creatures, will patronize; and succeed’
ths councils of men, who are a compound of
rciined, practical Atheism ! With more con-
s'stancy, might they hope, that elements ra-
dreally  discordant, w ould harmonize, and
term one homog*eneous nature. |

Many and grievious must have been the
oppressions exercised over oui forefathers,
which could have inspired them with the hardy,
and apparent despcmte resolution, of aban-
cdoning the land of their nativity ; and through
stormy scas, and in a howling wilderness, seek,
tor pcrsonal, and moral security; which the
sanguinary temper, of ‘municipal laws, forbid
them to hope for on their native shores.

Before they could “enter upon a mea-
sure of self-expatriation, all the ties of juve-
nile endearment must be sacrificed on the Al-
tar of stern necessity ; the friends and com-
panions of early life, be given up; the Tem-
ples that they had long resorted, and the devo-
tional scenes, that they often knelt, and wept
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around, were to be trod, and frequented by
them no more; and we know that memory on
those occasions is officiously tenacious ; and
that, when far distant, with fond recoliection,
we retrace those persons, and places, where
we have in the bosom of friendship, passed the
congenial hour. The actions, the looks, the
parting words of those we love, flutter arousd
the feeling heart, and take a particular plea-
sure, in their recapitulation, and amplification.
It is thus that distant friends, perpetuate an
interchange, of kindred sensibilities, thcugh
mountains should rise, and oceans roll between
them.

But no alternative was left! Our virtu-
ous forefathers, were doomed by dire necessi-
ty, ecither to rear up their children, in the ab-
jection of servitude, under the galling coerci-
ons of Yeudal, and Gothic institutions, and
thus propagate a race of slaves, whose literty,
and feelings, would become the property, and
sport of capricious tyranny, or to abdicate for-
ever the land, and soil where they first fele
the genial glow of life.

To hesitate between the lingerings of incli-
ration, and self-evident duties, is always dan-
gerous, and often fatal : they therefore with
prc  ptitude, bid a hasty adieu, a last farewell,
to their country, and friends ; committed
themselves to the briny deep, and through the
surging waves, bent their way for the setting
sun.

Imagination, may still stoop to trace, the

tragic feelings, of that phrensied moment,
B



10

when they first felt themselves, afloat on an
‘clement; to which, they had been unaceustom-
ed: when they saw the canvas unfurled, and
heard the signal pass, to weigh, for western

worlds! While under easy sail, and slowly re.
ceding from those shores, to which they were
destined, never more to return, what must
have been the agonizing emotions, which then
struggled for expression ! Mothers, and daugh-
ters twined in each others arms, mingled their

tears, and vented their groans in loud despair!
" To the lofty chfta of Albion! This last
adieu! ‘I'he breeze rincreasés, the vessel plows
‘the watery main; the distant. clets, are 1no
lenger visible! The - scene, is cloged, and the
“curtain dreps! - After undergoing the extremes,
of hope and fear ; after submiting for many
‘wc,dm, to the irksome privations of a sea voy-
age; they at lemgth, reached those distant
shores, ot which "they had heard so much.
But new difficulties, which, as they.were un-
‘expected, they were unprepared to combat,
pow starcd-them inthe face. They had to en-
counter bordes of merciless savages, and
dismaatle the ampie forest.,, of their immema-
rial pwdudmm. -before  they conld by
ay:icultural aris, obtain a scanty subsistence,
dor themselves  and families. The hopes of
'xcwqrrl, swéetened toil, and they cheerfully
submitted, to the trying difhiculties, of their
new situation j; under the pleasing anticipations
of enjoying, thhout fear, or molestation, the
{ruits of their industry; and of training a nume-
rous progeny, inthe exercise of virtuous ha-



bits, and in the secure possession of uvd and
religious liberty. . -
They tondly amused themselves with the
grateful hope, of giving birth' to, and che-
rishing, a social order of things, "in the wes-
tern hemisphere, which should out vie, the
imagined scenes, of Arcadian felicity ; and of
bequeathing them, as an imperishable mheri-
tance, to their posterity. How=far those
anticipations, mlght have been rea'ized, must
now be left to conjecture, as a concatenation, of
frowning cvents interposed, to prevent the ex-
periment, in that why, which was. then.
contemplated : for the colonies had no sooner
surmounted their internal dlﬂmultxes, and. .mc-—
quired a sufficient degree of str eagth, and ma-
turity, to defend thcm,c}ves, against the bar-
barous incursions, of their aboriginal neigh-
bors, than the voracious cupidity, of therwr
original transatlantic - persecutors, Was, turned
~upon their increasing prosperity, with a jea-
lous, and malignant glare. Their privileges
were abriged; their charters v1olated standing®
armies of morose, and savage. Bntons, and Ger-,
mans, to awe them into submlssmn, were stae
tioned among them, in times of prefcund peace;
who, at different times, and places, with, wab-
ton apathy, imbrued their hands in the blood
of our orderl) , and peaceable citizens.
‘Tazations in their most disgusting, and odi-
ous forms, were imposed ; ra‘p'acio,ru.-s gOVErnors
appotnted by the crown, or its privy co:uncli,
were placed at the head of our colonial depart-
ments to spy out our privileges, and misrepre-
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sent, or exaggerate our conduct, to their col-
leagues, in iniquity beyond the waves. Our
fellow-citizens, in direct contradiction of statute
acts, and immemorial usage, werd refused
the invaluable privilege of trial by their peers;
and by the haughty mandate, of an ignorant,
and stupid judge, were ordered for adjudication
beyond the seas; which means, the opportuni-
tics of self-justification, were contravened, by
the ruling junto, of court favorites; a back
stairs influence was created, which arrested our
petitions, and humble remonstrances, in their
flight to the throne. 'The manly, and honor-
able exertions of the Earls of Chatham, and
Camden, with many others in both houses,
for a remission, of our grievances, proving a-
bortive, and ineffeetual, unconditional submis-
sion, or an appeal to arms became unavoidable.

The results of that appeal, I certainly need
not detail to an American audience : but thus
much, I have thought proper to exhibit, that
you might have a succinct view, of British ag-
gressions, on this country, from its first settle-
ment, and colonization, as well as, to form a
counterpart, to what is still to follow, To eulo-
gize the many distinguished patriots who figu-
red in the grand drama, of our national strug-
gle for independence, would swell this address
to ample volumes, and far transcend the li-
mits assigned tome, as the duties of the day.
Suffice it then for the present to say, that six
and thirty years, have now rolled their ample
suns away, since American valor placed its

beloved country, among the sovereign, and in-

- —




dependent nations, of the earth. Since that
time, a smiling providence, with benignant
scdulocity, has* presided over the new born
destinies, of the infantile republic; and these
United States, were passing with, unezampled
rapidity to oppulence, and national importance.
Qur citizens happy and prosperous under a
government of their own formation, neither
wished for, nor sought ater a change.

Among us, agriculture has been improved,
beyond any thing known in the same time, and
department, in the old world. Commerce has

cxtended ; and a spirit of commercial enter-
prize, been exhibited by our fellow-citizens,
which has astonished the universe! Mo ele-
ment, but what has witnessed our perseve-
ring mduqtry, no sca over which the Amer:-
can eagle has not been seen to soar; even the
Leviathan of the deep, by cur dauntdess har-
pooners, has been chased and pxerced within
the arctic and antarctic circles ; in waters where
he had sported, with unmolested security, hom
the birth of time!

"Through every part of this extensive union,
seminaries of learning, have been established,
by substantial incorperate or legisiative endow
ments ; and all the useful, and fine arts are
verging, with velocity to the highest acine
of purfcctmn.

Here the shade of the fig tree, and the tran-
quil enjoyments of the fire side, .are never
molested by the rude clamours of bruta] press
gangs, or the surly agents of conscriptive
edicts; and Ido nethesitate to affirm,that if thers
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exists a spot on earth, where rational happi-
‘ness, -and liberty is to be found, that it is un-
der the umbrageous shade, of American poli-
cy, founded on principles of suﬁ‘xage and re-
prescntatmn. | -
~ In these happy regions, an experiment has
been made, which goes far in refutation of
the theoretic speculations, of chamber politi-
~cians, and the grave ‘sehtentious maxims, of
‘crowned heads, who, have with equal pertina-
city, labored for the degradatlon of man, by
“inculcating, that He possesses an inheritant
levity ‘of disposition, which disqualifies him,
for the exercise, of a republicaa government,
"~ Whereas it.can be proven, almost without
~an effort, that the practlcabﬂxty of that form
~of ‘government, was never in either Greece or
'Rome, submitted to a fair trial on representa-
“tive princi ples..

'And no person in the least, acquamted with
the history, 'of modern Europe, will pretend
to say, that any fair trial, of those principles
of jurisprudence, have yet been made in that
ill-fated country. It is true, that a collision of
mbnrary causes, “have recently elicited a spark
of light in France; but it was no sooner
struck, than 'it'camé in contact, with such a
pradigivus mass of ill assorted, inflamable com-
bustion.that the sudden and uf‘l‘expected explo-
sion, communicated a tremor, to the nervces
~of national sensibility, the result of which,
were widely different, from what warm pol'ti-
.cians had anticipated : but precisely such a
the ph:losopher, and skillful statesman must
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have foreseen. Nor should it be a matter of
surprise, when the human mind, has writhed
beneath the depression of ages, that upon its
being suddenly unfettered, it should fly back
beyond its meridional lmc, and continue to.
fluctuate there for some time, before it be-’
comes stationary on its vertical level.
Anarchy is the opposite of debasing vassalage;
and the French people no sooner sipped at the
rich fountain of civil liberty, than they became
intoxicated, with the nectarian draught, and
during tHe paroxisms, committedexcesses which
good men must deplure. But can it be be-
lieved, that those excesses would have been
cternalp Or that the Political Horizen, of

that polished and enlightened country, would

‘have remained forever obscured, by the fulmi-
nating vapours of a revolunohary explesion ?

Or that the interposition of ]mperzal tyranty,

and the galling fetters of censcriptive laws

were nacessary to subsidize the casual ef-

fervescence of the day? It may be true, that
I do not, perfectly understand thre systems of
Logic, taught in the schools of aristocracy,

and despousm bui I know, that ameng men,

of plain republican understandings, causes,
and their effects are believed, to partake of one

common nature, and be proportionate, in all

their relations,and Lkindred analogies. Shelt

this mode of reasoning be correct, and I pledge

myself, for its orthedoxy, our wonder nced not
be exciied, that when the principles of reaction
commenced their progress, as the Jower orders
of the community, had been long trampled

-

Ho

e o

EREE- S SN



16

upon, by acourt, thathas seldom been equal-
ed in profligacy, and corruption, (except by St.
James’y where the devil mustblush to find him-
self out topped in iniquity ) and the enormous
cxactions of a licentious ministry; when the
shifting scenes of passing events reversed the
order of things, and placed influence and pow-
er in the hands of those, who had been long
doomed to kneel, and to cringe, on whom every
species of tyranny had been inflicted, with
merciless and wanton barbarity ; when they
gained the ascendency, and became the ruling
party, the desire of retaliation, and the love
of revenge warmed thcxr feelings, and inflamed
thelr passions. :

But the calm and solemn pause of reason
and reflection, would have recalled those ad-
ventitious wanderings, predicated oh the inte-
gral and well known principles of the human
heart. As the great body of the People, be-
came acquainted with their real weight in the
scale of society, and appreciated sheir conse-
quence as rational beings and freemen, would
they not have settled their political ark, on the
firm Atlas of republican moderation and repre-
sentative wisdom ? Had the experiment been
fairly made, I am persuaded, that this would
have been the happy result.

‘What wretched logic then, what unblushing
impiety, is that, which dares contend, that
thirty millions of rational beings, have derived
from the hands of their creator, physical
disqualifications for the blc%mga of Civil Lie
be rt 54
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‘Thxs cant phraseology may nswer the ends
of tyranny, and be adapted to the ears of un-
thinking slaves, but itis discordant impiety, to
reason and religion ; it involves consequences,
which shocks the heart, and clouds the attri-
butes of the deity, with the most horrid blas-
phemy ! Can the country which gave birth to
Richlieu, Rascien, La Fayette, and Mas-
selon, have received from the hands of its
creator any radical disqualifications, for the ju-
dicious exercise of leglslatwe and municipal
policy.

Repurlican institutions clothed with wisdom,
replete with energy, and productive of social
happiness, are to despots an agonizing spectacle
—they petrify with chilling horror, when they
reflect on the possibility of their becoming mo-
dels of universal imitation, which would be
the death warrant of royalty, andhurl it head
long, from its altitudes of usurped, and ill
begotten pewer. This at once accounts for
the rancorous hatred of Great Britain, to thesc
United States.

Depravity sickens at the sight of virtue and
purity ; and the restless malignity of its na-
ture, makes it pant to demolish, what itis con-
scious it does not possess, and cannot hope to
rival. Forit is with nations, as in the private
walks of society, where we find withoutan ex-
ception, that personal merit, and individual ex-
ertions to excel, becomes an object of envious
malediction.

Men without the souls to rise, and destitute

of that industrious energy, which is necessary
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to enable them, to scale the steep and mggcd
~geclivities of fame, feel mortified at seeing
others placed-on an elevatioft which - they can-
" mnot reach : in whose ‘presence they sink into a
contemptible insignificancy ; and- fechng them-
selves unequal to the task of entering into an
hgnorable competition, resort to the low, and
- degrading arts of traduction, to ‘equalize what
must in the eternal order of thirigs, remain
forever unequal. 1 know -that incndshxp a-
mong natiotis, is the Ephemera of the.nioment,

“and the visionary production of chimera; but"‘
if it had areal and suEstanual existence, Enga"
lard is the last'nation - on. earth, with whom,
- we should seek to form ity at Ieast, while itspre-
_Senj government: and council exist. .. For the.
ruling “family in that country, is a deep and
loathsome sink of moral putrescency, through
all its ramifications.: from the stupid, moping,
drivelling, idiot on-the throne, down to the scul.
lionin the kitchen,it is-oneunvaried, disgusting,
disiorted picture. of bloated ‘depravity. “The
,n‘xen without integrity, without honor, and des-
iitute of tlhie talents to rule or command, have
danced the pantomime of royal foohsm up-
wards of thirty years, for the diversion of
Lurope, and the detestation of the civilized
world. Dunkirk, Amsterdam, stews of pros.
titution, Bacchanalian revelries, and spunging
houses, have been the splendid theatres on
which they have gathered the trophics cf their

fame ; and under a hypocritical pretence of be-
ing the firm defenders ot the christian faith,

thcy have stabbed it with every weapon that
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they could wield, and dishonored it by all the
means in their power. From the shores of Afri-
ca, to the plains of Hindostan, humanity has
bled at cvery pore, for the crimes of this.aban-
doned and worthless Hanoverian race; -among
whom virtue is only known by name, justice.
by the legerdemain of state juggling, and mo-
rality as the cant phra.seolagy of -caurt. grxm-
mace.

Their Nobxhty, as they should be called on.
ly in ridicuale, are profligate, immoral, profuse
and libertine ; wallowing in excesses of: every
kind, dead. to every virtue of the heart, they
deserve to be proscribed from thg records of
man. A large portion. of. their Clergy, are a
reproach 1o the sanctiy of their professionyand.
a deep and deadly stain to the pumy of their
lawn. 4

Such my fellow-citizens,. is the mot]y phan-
tom of mock royalty, which you. are L mmand-
ed to respect, cringe, and kneel before-—such,
the stupid ard brutal idol which would exact
your national homage—such the Government
which has loaded you with contumely, and in-
sults without number, and beyond. endurance.
By its arbitrary orders clothed in the uninteili,
gible jingle of laws of nations, you have been
feloniously rifled of the fruits of your hard
earned industry, on the high road of nations ;
your seamen insulted, abused and loaded with
chains, the perpetual badges of slavery ; drap-
ced from their wives, their children and coun-
try stripped and whipped like the vilest of fe-.

-t 1

lons, on the common gang-way, tili the s
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rounding waves wexg tinged with American
blood. ) | |
'The blood wanionly and cowardly spilt on
board of the Chesapeake, still cries to heaven,
and the shrmde of Pierce and his associates im
calamity, yet roam the earth unrevenged ; but
the day of vengeance is come, and the moment
of retribution to violated humanity is on the
wing. For the wisdom of our government,
rather than submit any longer to those insults;
which every discerning man in America saw,
if not repelled by the sword, would be eternal,
‘has once again, after much reflection, made
a solemn appeal to arms ; not for the acquisi-
tion of territory, any further than was neces-
sary to. expel a dangerous enemy from our
neighborhood, and thereby secure ourselves
against the annoyance of her depredations, and
the contagion of her pestiferous examples,
for 1t must now be obvicus, that while England
retains a foot of land in North or South Ame-
rica, we have no security against her intrigues,
no barrier against the incursions of -her savage
allies ; not to wave the banners of conquest
over prostrate nations, but to defend our rights
and shield our citizens fiom unmerited humi-~
liation. |
And if ever there was a war, which reason,
religion, and humanity could justify, it must be
the one in which we are reluctlantly involved,
for we have borne and forborne, till the gob-
let of humiliation was drained of its last frac-
tion: and there can be ne doubt, but our amia-
ble President and patriotic administration, were




































