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VOTLE or tue MEETING.

AT weling of a wwnder of the inkhabitants of the towns off Wrent-
tam, Medtield, and Frankling qf Whitacy’s Flall 7z Wrept-
“am g toda o Jaly A Dl 18or. -

ON motion, Voted that Major Beriaw Brastow, DoSor
Javes Gerarp, und Major Moses Knare be, and hereby
avc chofer a committee to wait upon Do&or James Manw, and
thank him for his well adapted OraTion this day delivered 2
their requelt, npon the annrverfary of the InpereNDENCE of the
Un:iTep StaTes of America ; and to requeflt of him a copy

[

for the pres.

Atteft Jairus WARE Clerk of
the Meeting.

—p—

GENTLEMEN,

THE flattering teltimony of the approbation of the gentle-
4nzn, at whofe requeft I pronounced the Oration, after a very
thort notice, is a fufficient inducement for me, to comply with
their requelt ; fenfible at the fame time that their candor will
apologize for all its imperfeions. With fentiment of refpe@

I am your very
obedient fervant

JAMES MAXNN.
''o Muj. Brrraw Brastow.
Doét. James Geravrp. Connrniiiee.
Mai. Mosts Knarer. '
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¢ITIZENS and TOWNSMEN, '

YOU are convened this day, neither
ta commemoréte the birth, nor the coronation of .
a prince, nor of aking. The capricious, or cruel
tvrant has no charms to fubdue your paffions, to
his control. For you realize that you are men, ex-
atted -fuperior to that {ervile fear, which, the bafe
{fycophantsof crowned heads exprefs, at their maf-
ter’s frowns.

The falcinating fplendors of a brilliant court,,
chain you not to the footftoo! of an impericus lord.
You do not fubmiffively kifs the duft, v >an which
he {cornfully treads.

Sole pofleflors of the foil, which you cultivate,
vou enjoy unmoleflted, and in tranquility, the pro-
duce of your farms; for you do not m-aunly tram-
ble, left either the fruits of your laborious hands,
or ever a tenth of your frugal carnings, fhould be
wrefted from you, to gorge the pampered ecclefiaft-
ic, or glut the coffers of inlatate civilian lords.
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Fortunately you are deftitute of all thofe orderg
of men, privileged by birth, to riot upon the hard-
earned favings of the induftrious citizens.

You are not {ubjeélted to be forcibly dragged,
from your peaceable retirements, from within your
own vineyards, and from under your own figtrees,
to take up arms to gratify the defires, of an ambi-
tious mongarch. |

You poffe{sin complete fecurity, the riches, which
your lands, in boaatiful profufion, are annually re-
paying you for your toils, while in their culuvauon.

Such are a few of the bleflings, which, you now
experience, produced by that glortous revolution,
which, you this day celebrate. =~ | |

But, Crr1zENs, this is nat the natal day merely of
your own ind:pén lence. Nations yetin lervitude
and bondage, will hail this, as their birth of free-
dom, and independence. Even nations, where the
American emancipation from oppreflion, is not ag
yet known, will at fome future period, have abund-
ant reafon to join with you, in congratulations of
joys upon this aufpicious day. AN

It poflibly may be expetted by my audience, that
we fhould revert to thole caufes. which, through a
long feries of events, have finally led the United
States of America, to that important crifis, when,
they ‘were declared free, and independent.

Upon your account, aged citizens! who have
taken 2 confpicuous part, in the arduous, and haz-
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ardous conflit, either in perfan, or Ly your infly-
ence, or by your property, it js quite unneccflary,
to reharfe them in detail; while the recent annals
of your country, are ampiy copious, and explicit
for the information of thofe, who are too young,
to have been at the time of your cel=brated revo-
lution, upan the theatre of a&'pn.‘

For thefe reafons, as well as on account of the
brevity of our time, we fhall only obferve, that the
privileged orders of Great-Britain, in whofe hands the
reins of government are always held, become jeal-
ous, and feared, lelt thofe principles of kiberty, inde-
pendence, and equality, which had at firft been im.
planted in AMerica, by your enterprizing progen-
itors, thould increafe, fo as to grow forrﬁidabie, if
not dangerous, ta arbitrary fyftems.

It was readily conceived by the Britifh court, that
in order to fubjugate your fpirits to their wills, it
was only neceflary, to diveft you of your property ;
{o that while depriving you of your liberties, they
would grafp the whole income of the American

World; from which they had,in confequence of

your unexampled, and rapid increafe of popula-

tion, calculated a large increafe to their revenue
How frequent it is, that thole events, upon earth,

wmch arc of the moft importance to mankind, are
often caufed by the mott trifling, fometimes by the
vileft intentions of men! |

s
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But thefe meafures of that infatuated court, artful-

ly conceived, and unwilely adopted, to be covred
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into execution by force of arms, excited a refiftance
which confounded their wifeft politicians, a refift-
ance, which repelled eventually their hoftile armies,
and a reﬁ[lancé,‘vhich by its confequences, afton-
ifhed, at the time,! the world of mankind, and has
fince caufed the globe to tremble to its center.
Hence, the effefts of this refiftance did ne: ceafe
in Amerita.-————--Nations? who were coadjutors in
the American revolution, and nations, who were
mere {pe&tators of ‘t’il_f: {anguinary conteft, which
the Unitep Srtares fupported, having caught the
infeflious principles, which were the bafis of the
American revolution, cherithed them, and adopted
them, as their own.  While thefe principles having
thus extended themfelves far and wide, do, at this
very moment, continue to prevail, to the awful de-
firu€tion of tyranic powcr, and its bafe fupporters.
But, while you have caufe to rejoice at the down-
fall of tyranny, and at the dawn of rational liber-
ty, when .the mind enveloped no longer in clouds
of error, is free to expand itfelf, and uncontroled
by civily or ecclefiaftical fubordination, may open

-Hts views, irto the regiors of fpeculation, and invef-

tigation, farbeyond mean, contraéted confiderations,
vou fhould lament that degraded ftate of favage.
and barbarous degeneracy, which itill exifts wiiiin
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the brealts of meny and, which is the occaﬁm_; of
fo much blood-fhed and flaughter.

Although crimfon rivulets have been made to
flow in the fuppori of the caule of humanity; yet
it is to thofe mifcreants only, who have driven men
to this bloody extremity, you are to look for the
fource of all this calamity ; while, on account of
their criminal outrages comnitted againft nature;
thev finally will pertth by their own indifcreet
meafures. '

Conne&ted with your independence, is that ever
memorable pEcCLARAION OF R1GHTS, which an-
nounces all men to be equal, and free. It has its
foundation in truth, and reafon, not in vague and
fpeculative opinion. . Its principles were {irﬁ en-
grafted into the nature of man, and after being loft,
in confequence of his depravity, were again pro-
mulgated with the gofpel of Chrift. It has fince
been publithed for your benefit, and the happi-

nefs of mankind.
An annuat“renovation of thefe principles will

ferve as 2 monitor to your memories. This decla-
ration of the rights of men, which cannot be too
much celebrated, has ever fince its publication,
been viewed by republicans, as the great charter of
the human race; and, while it contains the politic-
al creed of freemen, it fhould be conftantly retairi-
ed in their bearts ; it fhould be taught to youth, as
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a leffon of laﬁing impoitance ; even the infants
fhould be made to lifp it, from their tongues; while
its principles imbibed with their mothei’s milk, w:il
durably imprefs their tender minds, not to be effac.
ed; except with the lofs of life, and with whichy
than thefe principles, they will fooner part.  Evea
every at adthorized by whatever nam», +~nobled
or not, or however dignified to dive® i clazer s
of thefe their ineftimable privileges, wiii be viewed
not only unjuff but opprefive and hoflile.

Mankind prone to idlenefs, and too indolent to
think for themfelves, have in times paft, reccived
their inftruStion, civil and ecclefialtical, from thofe
who interefted themf(elves, to keep their pupils fub-
jeft to ignorance, and fuperftition. Paffive obed;-
ence to {uperior authority, whether juft, or unjuft,
and nonrefiftance to civil, and ecclefiaftic laws,
whether right, or wrong, have been the themes, up-
on which, the privileged orders, with indefatigable
zeal have harped.

But, fuch are not the precepts taught by our ho-
ly religion. From the ‘divine infiru&tions of the
Lorp, we have the genuine principles of repub-
licanifin clearly opened to us. He himfelf. has fet
us for our imitation, precious examples of liberty,
and equality.

The debafement of the feif-exalted, and the ex-
~ altation of *he meek and humble are, every where
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énhounced, in that facred volume, which fhould be
the rule, and guide of our faith, and praflice.

Is it not then incontrovertaply evident, that ex-
clufive privileges belong to no clafs, or orders of
men? Public offices of courfe, are the fole prop-
erty of the nation, and they theirfelves only have
a juft right to difpofe of them. Whatare falaries,
but mere rewards adequate to the lubors,and fervic-
es done the public? While ae, who is the moft
faithful fervant, is \he only one deflerving of the
future confidence of the people.  When a cilizen
is invelted with authority, to aft; it is ncither from
himfelf, nor for himfelf that Le ofbciates. The
law muft govern his adminiftration, and direé& his
mealures, not whim, caprice, and paffion. The
law is the voiek of the nation,and that man, wheth-
er in office, or out of office, who will not obey its
mandates, will, i hours of cool refle&tion, be el-
teemed an enemy to ihe republic, a traitor, or an
ufurper.

The hiftoric pages of the American revolution
are replete with inftrution, and wifdom, as weil as
outrage and violence. From them, may be col-
leéted a knowledge, not oaly of ourfelves, but of
men. From them, may be learnt, in what manner,

republicans, with a tone, phtlofoplical, dignified, and

manly, addiefled the ufurpers of their rights, and

with what language, fraught with infolen; abufe
B -






