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T0 THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT OF
PAWLET.

GENTLEMEN,

YOUR request of a copy of my oration for publication,
is a respectable testimonial of your approbation. Many of the ora-
tions. delivered on symilar occasions, have been calculated to tickle
the ear, and ltoflatter and extol the conduct of one party; and by
approbrious epithets misapplied, to wound and irritate the feelings
of others. These, I have avoided as far as I could without sacrafi-
cing the fundamental principles of all frec governments, and those
which operate for the good of communily, and the preservation of
rational liberty. If I have erred relative to principle or fact, Ict
the public on a candid and faur examination, correct them ; of thei
are true and just, let every one adopt and pactice them, wilhoul
regard to names, or political distinctions.

The celebration of the day ought ever to be performed voith unior,
and harmony, or be omitted. Your erxample, and the wnion, or-
der and regularity, which prevailed, in so large an audience. ts

~ worthy of the imitation of ull men, and redound to the hodor of tlic

{own and viciuilies. _
The appearance and performance of your military, were high-
ly pleasing, an. déserve the thanks of the public ; and are a laudu-
ble example to every towon in the state. '
Some paragraphis offered for publication, <were omitted on delrve-
ry lo abreviate the length.  Some extracts from Washingtor’s a-
dresses, and relative sentiments, are substantally conlained in

former publication of nune ; yet from their purily of sentimcu!,

they cannot be too of ten vepeated and impressed on every citizen.

The publication of the performance will expose ils vmperfectiv:::
and me to censure, but I hope that candor and charity stil evist 1:;
the public mind.

I ain, Gentlemen, with due respect,
Your humble servant,

| CHAUNCY LANGDON.
CastLeTON, July, 1807, v




ORATION.

FRIENDS AND AUDITORS,

TH E compliance of your requeft is an undé--
taking pleafing in its natre, yet arduous and hazardous in
its performancc. Pleafing, to bring to our recollection the
glorious day of our national birth—when the arm of LIBERTY
burft afender the bands of tyranny—and the {till, {mall voice
of rreeoom fhook the throne of deipoiufm to its centre.—
Arduogs ; in that it is not iu the power of man to pleafe
and fatisfy all. Hazardous ; fince different political opin-
J0Ds, VIEWs, Names any piofeflions have per"'"*-'" the body
politic, crea:ed ftrong prejudicesagainit the views and a&nons
of the beft o! mea ; en,:cad“rcd a party fpiru, which weak-
ens the tender cords of our union : threatens our peace
and hapginef: ; and, if blown into a flame, will eventually
deftroy our political _exlﬁcme. On this aufpicious day, let

Aus throw afide prejudice and the fpirit of party, and all u-
nite, as brethren of the fame famtly, in love and harmony,
to celepbrate the important event :—and rejoice together, with

one common joy, that we were not ftifled at our birth, but.

as a nation have become ‘great, vigorous and happy. Let
us rejoice that the spark of LipErRTY, firuck from off the aliar
of rrREEDOM, warmed the patriotic breafts of our fathers to
emulate each other in virtue, and in the defence of our com-
moan country. ¢ When there was no eye to pity, or cre-
ated arm to fave,” they dared to be free !—and relied on the

arm of the Lorp 0D of HosTs to fhield and to fave them in

the day of battle. ‘

Grear-Britain had long extended her parental arms to
protett herriling colonies. They leaned on her breaft, as
on the breaft of their beloved ; and fhe denvcd great bcnc-
fits and advantages from them.

Her commerce was carried on in every part of the world.
It reached both the Indies ; and the wilds of Africa were the
objelts of her inhuman traftic, The favages of the wil-
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dernefs hunted down the beafts of the foreft, to carry on
with her a bartering intereourfe.  The fith of the fea had no
peace intheir native element : and thewhales could not fport
in f{afety between the tropics ; and vainly hid themfelves
beneath the polar circles. She became rich, and her cof-
fers overflowed. Her power was great, and many nations
in Ecrope, Afia and Africa tremb. d at her feet. Exult-
ingin her thngth fhe vainly fai”, 7 fit among the feas as.
quren of nations !—I will extend sy power and deck myfelf
with glory ! She vainly thought herielf omnipotent; and that
. none would dare refift her will !—And flie as vainly arroga-
. ted to herfelf unlimited power over thefe young and flou-
. rifhing colonies. Through the pride of her heart the for-
got ber legitimate-and tender offspring.  She forgot that her
true defcendents were born with the love of liberty inter-
woven in the ligaments of their hearts. She aflumed the
. Tigni (0 iax uUsy in aii cafes whatever, without our confent.
- Qur fathers boldly reiifted the attempt :~—and heroically re-
folved torifque “their lives, their fortunes, their honour”
" and all that is dear te man, in the defence of their facred
rights. Like faithful centinels they ftood at their pofts to
chcer, to guide and to fave. |

‘GreaT-Britary maddened at the magnanimity of our®
fathers, looked .with contempt on their oppofition, and
fought to cruth them at ablow. - ‘ |
- Tue Atlantic groans beneath her fleets. Ships of war
hover round ouf coafts. The jetty hulks pour forth upon
us armed troops, thirfting for blocd and cager to enrich
them(elves with plunder. ¢ Hordes of Hefl:an flaves long
accuftomed to rapine, fire and flaughter” arrive, and'begin
the work of death ! —They fpread over our land like a pef-
tilendial cloud, ready to ftifle all oppofition, and blall all
hope ! “ In the day of battle,” it may be truly faid, that
¢ there was neither {word nor fpear found in the hands of
any ofthe people.”

Brack defpair gatherad thick around us, and accumulat-
ing deltruflion was ready to burlt over our heads !—1In the
dark night of adverfity, our fathers and fome who yet live,

- ftood, like rocks in the midft of the tempeftuous ocean, tirin~
- and undaanted, without one cheering ray of light to difpel
. the gloom, or of hope 6 fupport the defpairing mind. Tho”
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in difmay yet they fainted not. Though few in number, |
yet they relied on the juftnefs of their caufe and declared -
themfelves A rrEE and (NDEPENDANT NATION!

~ Parnioric ardor filled every foul, and infpired every
breaft with coyrage ta meet the unnatural focl......... cesesses
But who can be found fo great, and patriotic, as to foar a-
bave the motft allaring temptations, and fcorn the lofs of
" property, life and bonor, and lead the uncertain ftrife ?....,.

z)u_r country trembled at the dilemmwa !.......Injured inng-~
cence called aloud !....Waihington heard her voice !

. Y nsquably serene, . '

«« His conscious soul smil’d o’er the dreadful scene.”
Judignation glowed in his countenaace. His foul rofe fi-
£erior to danger, and “ he decemed it glorious to die for™ -

is ¢ country.” : o

Ovux fathers and many who hear me this day, whofe
heads are honored with baldnefs or grey hairs, flocked ta
the ftandard of liherty, and rallied araund the man, ¢ whofe
bead bas been a fenate, and his arm an hoft !"—The Ame-
rican eagle hovered over the heroic band ; and the God of
armies was their fhield and prateftor in the hour of danger. -
Like the band of Leonides, they fought, they bled, and.
they conquered. | :

Tae acknowledgment of our independence cut the gordi-
an knot. Peace returned to {mile on the defolated fields ;
and joy bcamed in every eye.—The mighty chief bebeld
the glorious change, and rejoiced with his brethren in arms,
giving public thanks to aLMmicaTY Gob, ¢ for all his mer-
cies.” |

Tue grey-headed veteran—the war-warn foldier crippled
with wounds, or covered with {cars, are aflembled togeih-
er for the laft time.—Rhey mourn the hereic fall of their
. brethren in arms.—Sympathetic tears fteal down each mar-
tial cheek !~—and the ftout heart, which feared no danger,
is melted into the feelings of parting lovers!

Tre faviour of his country, like an anxious and tender
parent, earneftly recommended to all, ¢ that with a ftrong
attachment to the union, they fhould carry with them into
civil fociety, the maft conciliatory difpofitions: And that
they fhould prove themlelves not lefs virtuous and ufeful
ay citizens, than they had beea victorious as foldiers. And
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be fully perfuaded that the private virtues of economy, pru-_
dence and induftry are not lefs amiable and meritoricus in
ctvillife, than the more fplendid qualities of valor perfe-
verance and enterprile are in the Gcid.” Wifhing them the
¢ beft of heaven’s bicflings here, and hereafier.”

Tak curtain of a painful feperation was then drawn, and
clofed the glorious drama of thofe military achievements,
‘which ended in the cftablifbment of our independence, and .
of eretting a government on the broad bafis of virtue and
rational freedom.

Stx the fame illuftrious chief, clothed with honor and glo-
ry ! unbounded in confidence amid the fhouts of his ador-
~ ing countrymen !—bending under the weight of his merited
laurels, appear before that auguft body of fages in Congrefs
aflembled, to refign his commiffion! How fublime the
-fcene ! when be, who commanded the hearts of every Ameri-
can arofe, and claimed the indulgence of retiring from the fer-
vice of his country, to the humble walks of private life !!!

MinpruL ofthe finger of God,’ and having reviewed the
momentous contelt, he faid, ¢ I confider it my indifpenfible
duty to clofe this laft a&t of my official life, by commend-
ing-the intereft of our deareft country to the protetlion of
Almighty Gop, and thofe who have the fuperintendence of
them, to his holy keeping.

¢ Havine now finifhed the work amoned me. 1 retire
from the great iheatre of aflion, and blddma an affe@ionate
farewellto this auguft body, under whofe orders 1 have fo
long atled, I here offer my commliTon, and take my leave
of all the empk)) ments of public life.”

He had faved his country, and he fought no more. He
wilhed not the fplendor of a crown, or the pageantry of a
court. He defired no greater reward for his unexampled
fervices, than to enjov in private life, the fweets of peace

" with d?gnity, and ““to light up a fmile on the afpeit of woe.”

Wio can but admire the {fublimity and purity of his vir-
tues ? How worthy the imitation of all men! Though his
virtues and patriotifm aftonifhed the world ;—yet the one
" half of them were not then knowau.

How unlike, was he, and his co-patriots, to the vifori.
ous Ceafar, or the fortunate Bonaparte, who feized iinpe-
rial crowns, asthe vile reward of their fervices ;—and riot.
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ed on ihe fpoils and miferies of millions, to gratify their
pride and ambition ! ‘

T effett of peace foon difcovered that the old confe
deration was not fufficient to fecure the obje&s of govern-
ment and anf{wer the views of the péople. It was only a
compatt, *intendingto form a perfe& union of the ftates,-
to eftablifh juftice,to enfare the tranquility and to provide for
the fecurity of the natlun.” It was never intended to efla-
blith courts of diftributive juftice among individuals, but
national juftice among the ftates. It was an union in name’
without the power of fecuring it againft the jarring interefls
of the differem ftates, and the intrigues -of defigning men.
It had power to recommend; not to command obcdxcncc‘.’
to the refloluticns of Conorefs.

Tuz framers of the old confederation were deceived by’
that love of country, and patriotic enthufiafoy which attuat-
edthem ; and by that fublime virtue which was univerfally’
difplayed by the whole body of the people in the hour of dan-
ger. Then, advice was law, and every citizen, {riendlyto
the American revolution was emulous to ferve and fave his:
country, and to make the moft illuftrious facrifices for her’
good. Irrustrious men ! I veneraie your virtue, and’
relpett your memory. It is dear to every American !—
¢ It is as the dew of Hermon, that defcend upon the moun-
tains of Zion : forthere the Lord commanded- the blefling,
cven life forevermore.”

Tuey forgot, that revclutionary virtue is not always laft-
ing ; and will not always defcend to pofterity. They there-
fore framed a fy{tem'of government, better adopted to pa-
triots and heroes, than tothe mafs of mankind, who live i
the ordinary {late of fociety, in time of peace. They did
not contemplate the infinite diverfity of interefts, and vari-
ous opinions in {o extenflive a country; and they did'
not truly calcalate ¢¢ on the various fprings of human ac-
tion, moved by ten thoufand wheels,” fo as to give them
proper forces and tendcencies, to produce and fecure the
greateft good.

Unper this fyftem, the ftates were divided, felfith une-
qual in their aids of the general government, and dilatory.
Some were becoming formidable to others. Tribute was

levied for years, by fome ftates, on their fifter ftates, under
' B
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the name of impoft. In others, iniquity was fan8ioned by
law, and reduced to a fytem. Creditors were treated as
outlaws. Bankrupts were armed with legal authoruy, to
defraud and enrich themfelves out of the ruin of their hon-
eft creditors.  Difcontent, divifions and jealoulies naturally
arofe, and paralyzed the arm of the general and ftate gov-
ernments. The want of public and private faith fickened
commerce, and infetted the vital part  “civil fociety. The
fupreme council of the nation had only power to recom-
mend to citizens their daty ; and then fupplicate their re-
lu@ant, jealous, partial, flow and parlimonicus aids. This
threw the whole burthea of public expence, on fomeof the
flates who were leaft ableio bear it.

¢ Axerica refembled a giant paraiyzed,” laid on his
back, begging fubfiftence of his felfith, jcalous and divided
children. We bad hiberty ; but we dreaded its abufe more
than ks lofs. Experiefice, ‘the greai inftruf@refs of men and
nations, was “ brandithing in her fchool a whip of fcor-
picns, with which fhe often teaches her fummary and aw-
ful leflons by the wounds and fcars of adverfity.” Muhi-
tudes ave to be taught, not by reafon, wifdom or fear; but
by fuffering.

THREE fcperate empires were projeled, and began to be
arculated by many. Libertinifm began to raife us fnaky
head : nationa! credit failed. The crivled foldier could
realize and obtain no other fatis€a&ion for his fervices, than

 To shoulder Ais crutch,
“ dnd strazghl.my talk of baitles he had won !I”

Our peace and union hung by a thread ; and falions,
at home and abroad, wers preparing their tools to cut i
Party fpirit and anarcby begar to ftalk asound, and threaten
to overthrow the tottering government, and rend afunder
the TempLE of FREEDOM !

Tis awtul crifis demanded the united wifdom, and influ-
ence of all good men :—And, bleffed be God! that Wafh-
ington then lived ; and that good men were fought after,
and.enough were found, to frame and unite in our prefent
happy conttitution, with the exception of fome alterations.

In fpite of family ariltocracies, which already exilted in
fome of the Rates; from which ittopk away an improper ufe
of power and influence; and therefore they became its dead-
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ly oppofers, under the name of anti-federalifls :—In fpite of
the pointed oppofition of fome of the large and commercial
ftates ; from which it took away an unequal fource of re-
vcnuc, which they unjuftly colletied from their hifter flates:
In fpiic of vice, which it reftrained ; therefore its implaca-
bie enemy ; and in fpite of iniriguc, party {pirt, anarchy,
the influence of powerful mneun, the ambitious projetls and
fordid fpcculations of many, to the honor, peacc and prof-

perity of every-true American, it was immediately adopl.cd
by a majurity of the flates, and the others fuon foliowed.

Tue monarchies oi Europe ﬂm, with plealure, the old
coufederation finking in:o 2n early tomb; but now they be-
held the new rc,mbuc rife from the duft, and exhibnt to the
afionithcd world, the flrength, vizor, bcauu' {lature zna
propuiii-n ol a young g:ant aw o!\c from fleep.

By the organization of our governinent, 3 guided by the
piaftic hani, and wiie councils of the immortal Vy’aﬂm‘g-
ton, order fprang out of confufion, and political lizht out of
chaotic daikncfs. © Public and privaie credit were reanina-
ted ; commerce flourifhed, and was extended to the ends
of the earth. The hand of induilry became adive, and all
enjoyed the fruits of their labors. Roads were made and
imps;oved i every direttion.  Canals were openced and ni-
vers uniied, to facilitate commerce. The earth doubied her
incrcale uudcr the cheerfui toils of the buibandman ; “and
the wildernels bloffomed as the role ™

Whire the defpots of Europe and Afia drain their em-
prres by force, to raifc one fplendid capital, and people it’
wiih inactive flaves, to dilplay their power and grandeur ;
L1sExTY can build a thoufand cities ; enrich them by induf-
try ; people them with heroic freemen ; and furround them
with fruntul gardens and cultivated fialds.

Tre cmpire of defpois refembles Nebuchadnezzar’s im-
age, whefe golden head s lupported by legs of iron, and
fvet of non and clay : A weli regulated republic reiembles
th:c human body, wherelife, hcalm and ftrength, beauty, ac-
tlon angmajefty appear i) jult proportion and fymmetry
In cvery part,

Ocx counflitution contains an admirable balance of pow-
er tu proicct 1atonal liberty, and the rights of men ; and
rdve cnergy 1o its opetations, It refls on the free eicclion
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of the people, dire@ly or indire@ly in all its departments :
and therefore, it muft be fupported by our union, our vir-
tuc® and our attachment, to fecure our happinefs and pro-
tet our rights. Says an eminent ftatefman, ¢ Each ftate is
calculated to maintain and promote the intereft and felicity
of s own citizens : The general government protcéts and
defends the wholz.” '

As the heart diffufes the vital principles of lifc and vigor
through every part of the natural body, fo the Federal Go-
vernment, well adminiftered, will impart the vital principles
of raticna! hberty, protettion and national bappinefs, thro’
every member of the body politic.

Ecoxoumy, virtue and incorruptible integrity, in rulers,
and in the people, arc indifpenfibly neceffary, and are the
only prefervatives of the vital principles of our government :
Aad 2 becomes us, as a nation and as individuals, to watch
and guard them, as the apple of our eyes.

By the adoption of our conftitution, our country has one
more invaluable chance, 10 enjoy union, freedom and bap-
pinefs. And God grant, that we may long enjoy the rich
blefling, and not looie it, by the purfuit of party fpirit, and
party principles ; by falling a prey to intrigue and corrup-
tion ; and becoming the willing dupes of demagogues, and
foreign influence. A :

““ Oh ! that estates, degrees and offices,

PI ¢ { Py S S | ﬂaqoaccq”vt 1 _ l‘o—-’ P PR la“nv-
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“ Were purchased by the merit of the wearer !

¢ How many then be covered, that stand bare,

¢ Hoz many be commanded, that command !

<« flow much corruption would then be glean’d

¢ From the true seed of horor ! How much honor
“ Pick’d from the chaff and ruin of the timcs,

¢ 70 be new varnished 2”

Mex and brethren, by this review of principal events, we
may leain to juflly eftimate the bleflings we enjoy ; and
may wc cheriih the fair inheritance as a prize of infinite va-
lue. Permit me, therefore, as a faithful centinel, whofe
youtkful days were freely fpent in the fatigue and fervice of

® 1 have been informed that a man high in office, in his oration on
this duy, advanced as a principle, ** that wirtuc was not an cssential
requisitc to make a good republican.”
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his country, untl health and conflitution failed him, this
day, to candidly warn you of fome of the dangers and evils
which naturally await our governmeat ; and concilely point
out the meaons of avoiding them. In this, I would not of-
fend any one ; but confult your own good ; and cultivate
¢ that fp'nt which is pure, peaceable, eafy to be mtrcat.cd,
void of partiality, and full of good works.”

Ovur government was formed in wifdom by the hand of
virtue. Through a juftand wife adminiftration the people
bave been generaily profperous and happy. Yet a genera-
tion may arife (orhas anifen) who know not Jofeph, and
may forgct the wildom, prudence, virtue and meceknels of
the' American Mofes, The bleffings, which we enjoy are !
not guaranteed to us unconditionally, by the God of natre. |

‘The ftamp of change is placed on man and al! his works. ;
Truth and virtue are the fame in all ages. The beft gov- :
ernments bave tumbled into ruin. The moft enlightened, |
wife and powerful republics, fooner or later, have become !
a prey to corruption, intrigue, demagogues, parties and i
fattions : And the moft liberal and free ones have become |
“tyrannies. Every page of ancient and modern hiftory, the !
great mirror of the world, in which we may correlly fcc
the fate of men and nat.ons, demonftratethe falls. ;

WiuEere are the republlcan {tates of Greece, once the feat
of freedom, virtue and {cience ? Whatis become of that love‘
of liberty, whichroufed the {oul of Dcmoﬁhencs, and oxh-;
er Grecian orators, to burft frth in ftrains of eioquence,:
which rolled like a torrent through the land, and became: §
more formidable to the invading foe, than mtlllons ofarmed ! : l

- G g b e
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flaves defended by walls of bra%! Where is the legiflatived
wi{dom of Solon and Lycurgus, whofe laws, while f:xecu-i
ted and obeyed, guarded and protetied the rights, and pro-
mored the happmeis and profperity of every citizen ? Wl,crc,
is that heroic patriotifm, which infpired Leonidas, and three¢f
hundred Spartans to oppofean army of five millioans, at thd
ftraights of Thermopyia, in the defence of tneir country 3
until one man only furvived the dreadful carnage? Wherd
is that love of virtue, and incorruptible integrity, in mq
admuniltration ofjuﬁxce, which dignified Ariftides, fir- na4
med the juft ; acd which made his people profperous ang

“happy ?—Thcle virtues have iong Lince fled the ili-fated re’
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_publics,and lefc their governments an eaiy prey to corruption,
dcmagogues, party-fpirit, envy, flander and detraltion, The
famous Arcopagus, the feat of juftice, wifdom and fcience
—the theatre of unrivalled eloquence, patriotifin, and of e-
very public and private virtue, that ever adorned man—
is now become, ¢ like the empty and bloody fkin of an im-
molated victim!” or a cave of Turkifh darknefs!—The
defcendants of heroes, patriots and enlightened ftatesmen
are now ‘ dozingin flavery, without feeling the weight of
their chains.” They have fuffered fcorn uatil they have
merited it.  They tread on claffic ground, and on the afh-
es of immortal heroes, phiiofophers and patriots, without
knowing or feeling their worth and fame ; and are totally
ignorant of the natwure or even the name of Lyberty !
Wuart better fate has befallen the rich and magnanimous
~commonwealth of Rome, once the miftrels of the world ?—
Where the Roman Eagle extended her vifiorious wings and
_frowned indignant at every fpecies of public vice and corrup-
 tion :—Where liberty reigned triumphant.—There univer-
. fal corruption and {ordid vices pervade the whole mals of
*men ; and confequently ¢ flavery clanks ber thoufand
- chains!” Where the pure virtue and tried patriotifin of a
" Cato made the viftorious Cafar tremble '—Where the in-
- corruptible integrity of the Roman fenate made vice and
" faltion difappear ! —Where the irrefiftable and perfuafive
. eloquence of a Cicero made the fediiious Cataline fhrink a-
. way, and demagogues hide their beads '—There the {weets
ofrauona! liberty are not known, and the paths of virtue
are filled with briars and thorns 1—And the gigantic power
“of France rules with unlimited {way ; and her iron yoke
» galls the fervile neck.
. RoMmEe was once free, virtuous and powerful: Yet in her
:days and in the height of he- glory, fhe could by the infii-
‘gation of party- fpmt and reftlels demagogues, prolcribe her
b"ﬁ and molt virtuous citizens, drive them into banifhment
.or hyrl thenr headlong down the Tarpean Rock. Her ti-
3uzens could hear unmoved the fervent prayers of the virtu-
‘ous Marcellus ¢ that Rome "might be -happy and ncver
need his fervices,”” while driving him from her wallsinto ex-
Sale ! Demagogues, corruption and party-(pirit made the
afbmc{s of the werld a ficld of blood ! (zclar grafped the
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" empire and the royal diadem ; but they conguered Rome,
and were too powerful for Cato and his litle fenate, and
finally prepared the way for Cafar! Her mons facer, was the
mount of divifion and fedition, and her agrarian law, or an
equal divifion of property was the hobby horfe of the ambi-
tious, profligate and difcontented ; and the food of ieftlefs
demagogues.

‘WaEerke are the modern republics of Hollard, Geneva,
Venice and Genoa ? By difcontent, divifion, party- -fpirt,
corruption and the dcce.tful arts of demagogues under the
malk of patriotifm, and reform, they have loi} the liberty
and freedom they once enjoyed. ~ Their citizens are now
the vaffals of a foreign family, who have been ciamorous
inthe caule of liberty ; and, like fehu, cried aloud, *“ Come
fee my zeal” for liberty and to reftore and eftablith therights
of man ! until they have made themicives and theis favor-
ites, kings, princes and emperors, lo give liberiy 1o citizens,
and the mojl gracious diftates of their fovei eign will and plea-
Jure, as laws to Republics! - :

SwirzgrLanp! oh once happy country, environed by
bills and mountains, made rich by induftry and economy ;
and free by the intrepidity of Wiliiam Tell'mn 1317, when a
republican fdrm of government was eftablithed cuififting of
thirteen Cantons. This government uuited the reftraints
of law and rational liberty.  Under it, though not the moft
free, the Swils eujoyed the fweets of frcedom and.indepen-
anCC. 1 llt‘.'y woie muuunoua Luutuucu, 'ﬁi’diOua, !&at HT
ed, generous, brave and happv For ccntuncml}ey lived in
peace, without the fplended miferies of . men,~which arife
from victories and defeats. -

Burt alas! unhappy nation! The fabricof then' gowern-
ment is deltroyed and nothing but rubbifh remains ! ..

Tue revolutionary plnen7v of France cmeredthla.happy
land. The rich waunted rank, the.demagogue power, and
many of the people change. The facinating charws of an
ideal liberty and equality without any reliraints, and of the
perfettability of man, {tole away the hears and. affettions
of many from their government : and demigogues and talle
patriots profited by the delufion—until the Swifs awoke from
their vihonary dreams of forming one per/i & republic, ¢ for
the great family of man,” when it was too late for them to

*
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correfl their errors. In vain dnd the Swifs herocally fight,.

bleed and die, under the walls of Berne, in the defcnce of
their aneient hberties and independence. Too many of
i them were z'ready engulphed inthe giddy vortex ofa f(mcz- |
i ed equalily and vain philofophy. < From affluence,” fays
| the Belgian traveller, * they have become a country of
. beggars: whofe prayers and lamentations do not ceafe to
' barrafs the ear, and whofe miferable appeararnce, to tor-
ment the fight of every traveller, Afk them the caufe, the
uniform anfwer 1s, tlzc ‘Revolution and French fraternity
kave ruined us.’

May the tear of pity, fuch tears as Cato fhed: 6ver dying
virtue and Roman liberty, never ceafe to flow at the fight
of their miferies and ill deferved fate.—And may all free re-
publics fee the caufe of their ruin, and-fear not that the re-
firaints of good and wholefome laws will infringe upon ra-’
tional liberty, but preferve it : And let them who think
they ftand faft in the liberty which they have been madc

~ free, ““take heed left they fall.” .
. Tue revolutionary events in Frauce have placed before
our eyes themoft awful and infiru€tive leflon to thew the
abufe of liberty ; and the abfolute neceflity of real virtue,
. and true patriotifm'to preferve it. Thefe events are as {o
i many beacons, to point out thefhoals and quickfands of alt
. governments.
. Soon after the clofe of our revolutionary war, the wtal-
. and purifying fpark of iiberty was kindled in France, by
i fome of thofe who had generoufly aided us in our glorious
? conteft: for liberty and independence :—And may the names
g of Fayette and others, and their fervices never be forgotten.
‘¢ Many Frenchmen endeavored to reform: the abufes of

'( their government, and partially follow our example : but
. they miftook the true road. Virtue and inforniation in‘the
% mafs of the people, jult emerged from flavery, and partial-
ly reftored to their natural rights, were wanting ; and ought
firt to have been inculcated: and diffuld. Reform, there-
o fore, produced revolution ; and oue revolution produced
0 othcrs, until they kindled into a devouring flame, which

} fpread mifery, death and deftruttion through a great part of
ﬁn Europe. The republics of France were led to " deftruttion

" by the Ignis_fatuus of vain- philofopby, and -the -vilionary
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dreams of Condorcet, Godwin and others about a perfe&

equality, the perfe€tability of man; and that reafon ought

to be the only reftraint upon our paflions and atiions; ahd
that the means were ever juftified by the end ! France
wanted the reftraints of good laws, well executed ; the re-
lative conneftions in civil fociety, in their origmal purity.
She wanted induftry, economy, information and virtue ;
and above all the moral precepts of our holy religion, to
corre&t and regulate their morals. But alas! they foon
found, and we fhall ever find by fatal experience, that per-

| fetlion is not in man, or the works of man. Search for it,

you fearchin vain :—You will ever find it the contagious

diforder of the mind !—* the bafelefs fabric of a nightly .

vifion !” .
‘Tue government of France was fo reformed, as to ame-
liorate the condition of the peopte, and ‘partially to reftore

-to them their natural rights. This was received by them

with enthufiaftic joy. The king and queen became the
pride and idols of the nation ;—but foon, wvery foor, they
were immolated under the guillotine, and were hambled in
death beforea {cofling mulitude! Thofe who aimed at a re-
form in government fo as to fecure to the people the blef-
fings of rational liberty, and virtuoufly refifted the torrent,
mingled their blood on the fcaffold, ortook refuge in exile.
Then the revolutionary fabre gave law to the people ; ac-
cording to the-arbitrary will of the prevailing party.

To remove every veftage of former inftitutions and to
deftroy the ettett of virtueand religion on the mind, the de-
magogues of the day began to ridicule and attack the cler-
gy, worality and public and private worfhip. At length
to enfure complete fuccefs, in their impious ondertakings,
and to free the mind from all moral reftraint, ‘the national
legiflature ftruck the fatal blow, deftroyed the chriftian ca-
lander, and hlottcd -out the holy fabbath, from the record
oftime. They changed the places of public worfhip, into
temples of reafon ; and inftituted feafts, and an idolatrous
worfhip of the goddels of reafon, tending to ridicule and
blafpheme the worfhip of the living God'l........ And have

they not dedicated them with hecatombs of human victims?

—Defpifing the experi¢nce and example of ages, they

madened with rage againft religion, and would eradicate it
c
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from the human breaft. Adoring their new-fangled reafon.
they canonized it in their heated imaginations ;—fo that
every one carried his own Godin his brain !

LEr usimagine, for 2 moment what race of beings fuch
a iyftem would produce! take away the reftraints of law,
and the precepts and fan&ion of religion, and what limits
can you prefcribe to the paffions of men ?—Would not the
buman race prefent to our view one dreary wafte >—Ren-
der contemptible, that moft intimate of all conne&ions ; the
moft endearing of al!l unions ; the fource of pure and re-
fined happinefs of focial enjoyment and exalted affe@ion ;—
and a brutal intercourfe would follow, and a national prof-
titution enfue! As foon as the human offspring’ opened its
eyes on the light, it would be caft out,abandoned to chance,

oor perith and be forgotten ! Youth, impelled by unruly
‘paflions, would often be left to fteer their courfe through

the ftorms and alluring temptations of life, without a guide

or compafs, Middle age would have no infurance of any

lafting enjoyment ; no tender and protefting companion
to alleviate mileries, or confole the gloomy- mind. ~ Old
age would be comfortlefs, without one folitary hand, to
rock the cradle of declining years, or to remove the thorn
from the pillow of difeafe,” or to clofe the dying eyes;
but left alone, without God, or even hope in the world,
quivering on the brink of eternity and expioring the

dreary pallage to the grave. ~Without religion, the whole

fabric of public morals, and focial order would tumble to
pieces. ¢ Rit, luft and debauchery ; frauds, thefts, rob-

i bery and oppreflion ;” lying, {lander and detrattion ; ¢“trea-

chery, murder and affaffination and every other vice would
be the fruits of an univerfal atheifm.”

- Tue confequences of thefe principles, induftrioufly pro-
pagated among the people were imevitable ; tor like caufes
will produce like eflefls. Fatlion fucceeded fattion. Party-
{pirit raged with unrelenting fury. Parties trod on the
heels of parties ; deftroying one another, by themfelves
deftroyed. Demagogue after demagogue arofe in thick
fuccelfion, and feized the helm of government, differently
modified ; and as the befom of deftru€ion fwept all before
them. Millions of every ageand fex fell a helplefs prey to

their rage and tyranny, obliterating every virtuous att, flat-




e

19

tering and deceiving the people, until all religion and virtue
in a majority of the rulers and people were done away.
When thefe are are gone the defcent to anarchy and univer-
fal corruption is rapid and eafy ; and defpotifm the inevita-
ble confequence. In vain will the patriot firive againft the
torrent. The virtues of a Cato will then become a folemn
mockery ; and the infiuence and patriotifm of a Wafhing-
ton will be a ¢ {ounding brafs or a tinkling cymbal !

So it wasin France; and before the time preditied, the
fame Bonaparte, who had been fo clamarous and aflivein
proclaimingthe caufc of iberty, and ine equal rights of man,
and under pretence of refltoring them to nations and repub-
lics, drenched Europe with blood and flaughter, eafilv made
himleif emperor of Republican Fraace, and king of lialy ;
and moft gracioufly ook on himfelf the power of diftating
and executing all laws, civil rehigious and military. He now
makes, at his lezfure, of his own family and favorites, and
tor himfelf, kings, princes and priefls ; and gives law and
deftiny to a great part of Europe, Afia and America! It
may be truly faid that ¢ his little finger is thicker than the
loins” of any former monarch ! |

I uave ever been aftonithed, that fo many can impute
all the excefles and cruelties of the French revolutions, as
the necclary effeéls ofa virtuous ftruggle for rational liber-
ty ; when every att of thoie revolutionary'governme‘nts
has been hoftileto il peace and order in fociety, and a con- -
ftant warfare againit the civilized world, and ail free repub-
lics. They were more the effects of demagogues and par-
‘ties grafping at oflice, power and dominion. o,

Maxy flattered themfelves, that the Freneh were copy-
ing our examples, and adopting the principles of our gov-
ernment ; but have been greatly deceived in the event. Our
fituation and theirs, were widely dificrent. Liberty we e-
ver had; they had none. We were well informed and
virtuous ; the mafs of the people of France were ignorant,
and juit emerged“from political flavery, and confequently
corrupt and eafily wrought upon by artful and defigning
men.  We had enly to preferve liberty .and our natural
rights [rom forcign aggrefiions ; they had to gain it at home,
and when gaincd to preferve it.  The prefervation of ours
in its purity, depended, and ilill depends on our early edu-

AY
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‘cation in the principles of morality and religion; on our u-
niforin, economical and induftrious habits ; on a brave and
virtuous yeomanry, or farmers, pofleffing an equal diftri-
bution of property, and correét information ; and who have
never been dandled in the lap of corruption. And further
on carefu'lly avording foreign infivence and foreign politics,
for theie engender firife and divifion ; and in prefering our
native citizens to foreigners, to fill places of othice and truft ;
on our readinefs to obey laws which are enafled for the
correftion of our morals and the prote@ion of our rights,
and in their being impartially adminiftered ; on the encou-
ragement and fuppore of fchools, academies and colleges :
‘and above all on the prefervation of viitue, and the moral
precepis of our holy religion.

Tue body of the peaple of France had neither virtue, in-
formation or ftabiluy fufficient to preferve their. rights and
liberties, when they bad regained them. Liberty with them,
~was like mercury in the hands of a quack, which, though

often abufed is of no lefs value in {kilful hands. The French
were naturally aftive and gay, avoiding care and cool deli-
beration as mortal poifon : and colletled in large cities,
therefore, their paffions and prejudices were more eafily
excited and commanded by artful and ambitious men. Un-

der their former government they had become familiar with
flattery, deceit, corruption and vice.

“ Vice is a monster of so frightful mien,

“ As to be hated, needs but to be seen ;

“« Yet seen too oft, famihar wiih her face,

“ We first endure ; then pity, then embrace.

Hexe religion and pure morals influence the heart, and
public opinion : public opinion correfts and checks our
rulers.  There corruption and rulers commanded public o-
pinion. Here liberty is a reftraint to the unruly paffions ;
thereit inflamed, and let them loofe upon mankind. Here-
it is refrefhing as the morning dew, and as cheering as the
fummer’s fun enriching the hills and dreffing the vallies with
living green :—L'here, itis as the burning rays of the noon
day lun, darting on the barren fands.

To preferve our government and enjoy its benign influ-
ence, every citizen muft att well his part.  In it, the pri-
vate individual as well as the ruler has an important part to |,
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alt ; and is equally accountable for a faithful performance
to community, his confcience and his God.

«« Honor and shame from no condilion rise,

« dct well your part, there all the honor lics.”

As the fource of power, in our government, is in the bo-
dy of the people, itis of the higheft importance that they at
with information, integrity, without party views, but ‘with
a facred regard to the general good. Mankind will ever
purfue their own happinefs, if they know the right way :
Aad the people will ever alt right if they are virtuous, and
if they are rightly and correftly informed of the real cha-
rafters and motives of men, who are candidates for office ;
and of the true effe@ and tendency of meafures propofed to
be adopted. Vicious men will ever choofe vicious rulers ;
for tho’ vice may fear and refpeét vxrtue, yet it will never
love real virtue

WEeLL rcgulated fchools and feminaries of learning are
eflentially neceflary in all free and elettive governments.—
Thefe correft our tafte and judgment in youth, prepare us
for ufefulnefs in every ftage of lifc, and qualify us to fll
important offices, or perform the equally important part of
a private citizen. A good and ecarly education protc&s
and guards us againft temiptation, and every fpecies of vice. °
It will, rightly improved, alleviate our misfortunes, {fweeten
our toxls, aid and amufe us in the journey of life. |

KnowLrEDGE, when acquired, mult be diffufed. Every
part of community ought to know how to aét. To that
end, therefore, it is highly important, that the head of a na-
tion fhould be firft in eminence, for his virtue, dignity of
charafler, corrett knowledge, integrity, independent fenti-
ment, truth and wifdom. His mind ought to be the great |
fiorc-houfe of national concerna. It ought to be capable
of furveying the whole field of politics —-and out of the
mals, when collefted, tc propafc a general {yftem, whxch
will embrace the various interefts of every part of commu- »
nity. He ought to be partial to none but the honeflt and
virtuous, . He ought to know with clearnels and certainty ;
to judge with wildom and integrity ; to communicate wuh ’
dignity and found difcretion ; and to execute with prompti-.
tude and energy. In fine, he ought to be as an example o}

the people, in a life and converfatlon, adorned wiih cvcry
moral and political virtue,
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Urox the aﬁ'cmbhng of a nation by their reprcfemanves,
what {ublimer exhibition can we behold among men, than
to fee fuch @ chief magiftrate appear in perfon, before the
auguft affembly of a great, wife and virtuous people ; and
there with dignity unfold to them, for their confideration
and adoption, thofe political principles and extenfive infor-
mation, which his elevated ftation, and extenfive intercourfe
among naticas, has enabled him to colleét ; and his wiidom

~ patriotifim and virtue to digeft in his own mind.

Waere {hall we find a likenefs ?—A full length portrait
is drawn in the perfon and communications of Wathington
to Congrels : and is completely finithed in his lalt addrefs
to you. Read! read! and readit! oh my friends! and
you will find new inftrudtion in every line. He there has
fhewn that he has ftudied and underflood martkind, and -as
a dying father has forewarned you of the dangers and evils
which await you : and we begin to fee and feel them,—
May the ¢ mantle which fell” from the hero and ftate/man
be caught by fome fucceffor; ¢ and a double portion of
his {pirit” and virtues reft upon him.

THE freedom of the prefs is effcntial to the dlffuﬁon of
political knowledge and information. The art of printing
has been confidered, by many, as the moft important dif-
covery ever made. Tt undoubtedly has made the paths of
fcxence, more plain and eafy, and placed it within the reach
of all. - Newf{papers, or periodical publications, well con-
dufted, bring political information to our very doors. A
weekly newfpaper was firlt publithed, called the weckly Cou-
rant, in London, 1622 ; and the firft new{paper ever pub-
lithed in England was in April 1588. They have becn, ge-
nerally fpeakmg, the bandmaid of liberty ; and the compan-
ion of frecdom. DLut alas ! how are their benclits abuled,
and fhamefully perverted !~—Are not the greater part of lbc
prefles mere hirelings, and devoted to the ambitious views,
and promotions of particular men, and the vile {pirit of par-
ty ? And arc not, even foreigners afiiduoufly employed, as
more {killful, in the ignoble work of {lander, and abufe of
the beft of our rev olu(lonary charalers, real Ameiicans,
and efpecially, a virtuous clergy, who are wholly depend-
eut on the people for employinent and fupport ? Free and
candid difcuflion is known to very few,  Our public papers
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have become the ready vehicles of detraftion and falfehood ;
or of grofs and fulfome flattery ! Many of them are like
ferpents among flowers.  They teem with malignity,and all
the hackmed and approbrious epithets, ‘which imagination
can invent, or ingenuity apply, to four and prejudice the
honeft and virtuous mind againft: the beft of men : merely
to promote, on the ruin of others and the public good,
the exclufive intereft, and ambitious views of party men
and party meafures !

« My heart laments that virtue cannot live,
“ Qut of the teeth of emulation.”

Party and ambiiious men are ever fenfible, that fpotlefs

reputation is the greaceft treafure among mortals !
- s« The purest treasure mortal {1mes afford ;-
ss [sspotless reputation. That vway,
« Men are but guilded loom, or painted clay :
““ A4 jewelin a ten titnes barr’d up chest,
« Is a bold spirit in a vtristous breast.
¢ Mine honor is my life ; both grow in one ;
« Take honor from me, end ™y 1i fe s gone.”

A coop reputatjon muft, tnerefore, oe taken away from
thofe, who poflefls and merit it ; if they are virtuous, inde-
pendent it fentiment, or oppofe the intereft of party ; or if
they ftand in the way of the promotion of ambitious parti-
zans or demagogues. Partizans and demagogues will ever
affail it through the medium of hireling preffes, or by the
malignant tongue of {lander :

« Whese edge is sharper than a sword ; whose tongue
« Qut-venoms all the worms of Nile : whose breath

« Rides on the posting winds und doth belie
« All corners of the world.”

ParTty-spiriT In all free governments, towns or families,
“is an inexauftible fource of evil and mahgmty “ Itis,” fays
Wathington, ¢ in all governmcme of a popular form, fcen
in its greatell ranknels, and is truly their worlt enemy.”

¢ 1t is,” fays ke, a fright{ul deipou{m I never knew ,any
party, in religion, pohucs or any other concern whatever,

{o juft and reafonable, 4hat aman can follow it, to its hmghth,
and be virtuous and innocent. It embitters every enjoy -
ment in life ; and like a gangrene preys upon the vitals of |
allgovernments. Its peltilential breath deftroys all confi-
dence, and blafts all focial intercourfle and happinefls. It
difcolours every virtuous at, corrodes like canker, and fits
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