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ORATION, &ec.

Fricnns AND FeLLow-CiTizENS,

DELIGHTFUL arc the emotions inspired-
by the occasion which convenes us. We divert our
thoughts from the ordinary scenes of life, to salute
its recurrcnce with a sacred exultation. It is iden-
tified with the grandeur of heroism, the splendor of
chivalrous honor, the foititude of philosophy, the
beauty of exalted virtue, the enthusiastic ardor of
patriotisin, the august and glorious triumph of liber-
ty. It is signalized by the display of unequalied great-
ness of soul, by the complete victory of the purest -
principles, by the honorable tropiies of spotless am-
bition. Itis consecrated to the tutelar genius of Ame-
rica, to mighty aehievements in a most righteous
causc, to an event of which it may he written that
“ the earth was lightened with its glory.” :

Could there be a heart that does not beat with
impassioned zeal and glow with fervid transport at
the recolicctions now crowding on our minds, itis
unanimated by the fine sensibilities of our nature,
and colder than the fountain of Dodona, wiose frigid
waters could light a torch. A censcious pride un.
sutlied by the ostentation of vanity, unmingled with
thic intemperance of rancer, now elevates the soul of
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cvery American.  The scason demands the gener-
ous effusions of gratitude. No rapture can now be
extravagant, no gratulation excessive. 'To abstain
from thegratlhc mon of the feclings awakened, would
be an offence to the manes of our ancestors——The
current of sublinse passions flowing through our land,
springing from the most pl\,as'mt source, 1must giide
unchecked and unruffied in its channel.

On this eventful day, the fires kindled by the
breath of valor on the altars of freedom, spreading
with an unquenchable blaze, consumed the yoke of
forelgn dominion long 1mpoc;ed on our country In
this joyful conflagration was destroyed the shrine de-
dicated by anment prejudice and by millions of ‘his
" own race, to the adoration of a human being. The
~ idol which superstitious habit had sanctified, was now
~ overturned.. . The scepire of kingly power was bro-
ken, The gorgeous. ensigns and the pageantry of
monarchy were trampled in the dust. Behind the
curtain uplifted by fearless and manly resolution,
were presented the unsightly features of a Br m&h
covernment over the American peopie. No longer
d;d the delusive giitter of a diadem aitract their gazc,
enchain their admlratlon or strike them with awe
No longer did a throne scem the rightful qe'at O;f

power, or a king an indispensabie part of a nation.
- Hereditary magistracy was siripped of its vcml at-
tractions. © Artificial influence ceased to allure to
submission, to capuvate to loyalty, to seduce to obc-
dience, to entice to servitude. The light which
glimmereg around a Crown was echpcsed bv the ef-
fulzence:of natural sovereignty.  No more was the
re P"a] majesty which swayed the destinies of an island
in ihe old world-deemed the requisite @gis of a vast
and popmous region in the new,
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At this memorable pemod was cxhibifcd o'spee-
tacle novel in the sight of mankind, sudden in s
appearance gnd as )L&Lﬂfu]. to the eye of political
taste, as to the fanciful vision of antiquity was ths
form of Venus emerging into lite from the waves of
. the sca. Onthe ruings of royalty there arose in mag-
niticence the popular supremacy. An ignominious.
hondage was abolished—a gallant and maghgnimous
people effected their deliverance from #™avery.—- -
'[rere was an instantaneous transfiguration of British
subjects into American citizens.  'The sun which -rose
upon wvassals setupon ficemen. In a momentan em-
battled nation was self-created, to be sglf-governed.
Like the daughter of Jove dmsevered from a parent,
it started into existence and sprang upon the pol-
tical orb, arrayed in tiie panoply of war, and ready
for the conilict. Wisdom was assiinilated with its
nature, . On its helmet was the olive crown the sym-
bol of peace to be won by warlike prowess. Insuch
a cause the clang of arms was as the enchantment |
of mpsic— ,

“ Men #-ew hevoes at the sor md
“« Infam’d by glory’s charims.”—

A people injured and oppress;ed hecame 1mpatlent fOr
the combat and exclaimed to an imperious foe, |

"¢ Pve no words,
“ My voice is in my sword.”—

Ob, my Countrymen, how luminous and daz-
zling an era ! Can we look back upon it without the
agitations of the holiest ecstacy, without the excite-
ment of all our exquisite sympathies’ How is time
decorated by so splendid an ornament; the history -
of mon embellished by so precious a record! How
18 greatness exalted, heroic virtue aggrandized, fame

agiilied, by such adventureus hardil lood--such an
eXploit of refined valor!
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At the appeavance of this phenomenson, the
possession of ell power with no prospect of its ab-
dication by the peopic, despots were dismayed. With
trembling solicitude they marked the velocity of its
progress and the direction it took. It portended the
contusion of their sanguinary schemes, the exposur
of their conspiracy against the inalienable rights, and
the forfeiture of their elevation on the necks of man-
kind. ’“

- When the universe resounded with a prociama-
tion of liberty, the eves of other naticns were drawn
towards the western continent whence it issued, and
inicetly fixed.on the people whose happiness it pro-
miscd. With a deep cencern i all Mberal minds
for the fate of a new.born republie, was combined
an amazcment at the constcliation of talents which
shene in its creation.  The bright assemblage whese |
dauntless decision executed the grand desiza con-
ceived by their country, astonished the age. Their
avewal of Independence, anncunced hy a declaration
of human rights, scemed like the discovery of their
nattve land, the offipring of immeasurable intel.
lect. This Congress of the wisest and bravest
men, never sirunk from the perils which encompass-
cdthem. 'They stood as unappailed by the- storms
cf adversity, as the ashesin a tempie of Juno were
~ immoveable by a tempest though exposed £o its vio-
lence. Inthe gloomiest night of disaster, the lusire
of their virtues was undiminished—and like the Bo-
lonion sionc crnitted heams of light amidst susround-
ing darkness. But the higiest adinivation was ex-
cited by the unrivalled hers, who fought at the head
- of our armies and in front of our battles ; who with
~ limited-experience iathe art of war, was scon the
 most consumynate general of odern times. He ap-




pefn*ed chosen by Heaven to lead his competriots a.

gainst the ferocious invasion of the rights of man-
‘kind, to command the pious crusade agu.st the ene«
my of his ownand his country’s libertics.

He was

¢ The noble rature
« Whom passinon conld not shake; whose solid viriue,
¢ T'he shut of accident nor dutm‘ chalce
¢« Could neither graze nor pierce.”——~

He was afterwards the Chief Magistrate of the
people in whose revolutionary fortunes he had em-
barked, and was as conspicucus as a statesman as he
had been greatas awarrior. Over the reqplcnd ence
of his fame, a cloud never passed—his name and
momory are immortal  as the cause of Amel
When he descended the horizon of life, his glo; y
like the sun at his setting scemed larger. ‘

Fellow-Citizens—In commcmomtmﬁ' a revolu.
tion the most splendld in the annals of the world,
accomphshed by the most enlightened people, it is -
a pleasing remembrance that cur commonwealith -
though bred in camps, and reared amidst the tumults
of warlike convulsicn—though decked from its en-
trance into national Lfe with wreaths of martial glory, -
yet secured the equal immunities of zll its citizehs -
inviolate from the danger of military encreachment;
and as soon as the blcssmgs of peace Were addedto
the delights of liberty, Joyfullv put c¢it the armor
which was buckled on in infancy. Qur fithers did
not bresk asunder f22ir bends to foige of

£C LCTS ii\?
pOSt”'thy D !Sept'll glcd fl cl a Corneuuﬁn with }(“- :

Uik |

narchy, they permitted no privi 62{*‘&1 orders, nc

b{ ')"

tinctions of ra vl\ 1o degrees of rieht, to tarnish the

iy

naturel equaliiy fu which they fou Ll’ tandeonouered.

The chan oC Was compleie-——-tbey prritded cnr Jand
from the conmu‘.nauon of royalty, as the Grecks
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extinguished 11 the fires in their tenple: poz..utd
by the 1)1(35011"‘(3 of the barh auan:.-—-—-\hmn the branciy
of a kingdom which had spread over this quarter
of the carth, was lopt from the trank, every vine
that-had ertwinzd around it was cut away, and with
it withered.,. On the *1 ce of liberty which rapidly
grew in otir soil, not a scion of arbitrary power was
grafttd—the cioud ot aristocracy could not fl eatin -
the a,tmospﬂeie or over-cast the clear sky of demo-,
cratic pre-eminence. If any lingered on the horizon
and threatened to collect and blacken the heavens,
they were soon dispersed by the radiant light which
had gained the asc sendant. - Qhom there hwe been
any, who in contiibuting their cfforts to emancipate
America from cxternal can.,lol never contemplate
the omnipotence’ of the peoplie, the successful issue
of the revolufion must have chilled the warmth of
their mis-conceived devouon ; and put out the Lhi- ,
sive light which had falscly glmel as the vivid flame
of paillOTlS'fn —The re-assumption of: those equal .
rights which '110119. enople cur nature, by making all
feel its dig: gnity, the return of the golden agein a po-
pular autocrau , though heiled by “the unanimous ac- |
clamatmns of wm iors whoese swords were unsheath-
ed by the electric impulse of freedom, could have
~hrought only mdrtifigation to the aspiring vanity, the .
arrcgant and guilty aims of dlaﬂmponfed ambition. .
With buta glance at the cabinet, whose tyranny .
kastened a dismemberment not prermaturely for Ame-
rica, but unseasonably. for the interests of the British
empire, we can distiiictly perceive tiie cominence-
mexnt of ajealous aversion to the rising importance
0{ our States. Itngland inber scheme of a national
assassination, was z'mtmcd by the fears of the Theban
hng, who vm*ned of danger from his own progeny,
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sought to avert by the death of his destined destroy-
cry the stroke of tiue fatal decree. She should not
have forgotten that this unnatural effort was abortive,
that the huo in embryo survived the wound of pa-
rental inhumanity, and fulfilled the-oracular predic-
tion. Inthis foreboding tremor, the sacrifice of a
rrrowing rival was solemnly determined-—-T o asgail
its affluent resources was the first hostile blow. A
{inancial experiment was tried, but its authors like
the fooiish companions of Ulysses, indulging an ava-
vitious cuuoslty raised a tempest whose fury they
had not skill to weather. The ship of state driven
lar out of its course, was dismantled and wrecked
upon our coast. Against a venture so hazardous,
and against the war of conquest shortly after waged,
the superior mental might of their kingdom rose in
its colossal magnitude. But the reason of Great-
Britain was deaf to the voice of wisdom—her rulers
were self-deluded by the visionary hope, that thc
western Star was but a. meteor shooting across the
hemisphere, or a comet soon to disappear, and not
a newly discovered planet shining with a steady
blaze, and revolving in its own orbit. From the re-
pose of this fallacious security, the thunders of Chat-
ham’s eloquence could not awake them—Not even
by the lightaing of Burke’s genius which illuminated
the whole political expanse, could they discern the
path they were to tread. At length after an obsti-
nate prosecution of hostlities for seven years, they
sunk uader the wein'he.—-Democrac Yy Was uncnn-
querable. |
It might reasonably Lie presumeil, thit England
by a conciliatory conduct, would have endeavored
ter a revolution she cJuH not prevent, to cultivate

'l‘!
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e friendship of America, and assuage thie w0y
.l)assions her own folly inflamed. Ihe WOl }.:f‘i o1
Felephus was cured by the same hand, and thi . saree
weapon which inflicted it.  But it was soon evia‘;rzrz
that what had been yielded by compulsion, was .01
viewed with complacence—Revenge rankled in the
bosom of the late foe, as the implacable resentment
of duno pursued Hercules through life, after her 2
tempt to crush him only rendereu hime celebr: +m‘i
Our hearts ata subsequent era were engaged in the
strugeles and our sentiments In unison with these
of a pation where the sparks of our patriotic fires
blown over the Atlantic, had fullen and lighted up
a revolation, in its beginning like our ¢wn. The
feepudlic of I‘rancc could rot but meet the cheerm)
siniles and applauding congratulations of the Repu!
lic of America. It was equallv consiste ' af K ng-
nd o ~uld P~ the foremost against the ..icugil %
sight of her own shores. T he light
he flames of a throne burning so
:er monarch and his ministers—In
bis interesting effort, their call on
1bine against ﬁeedom, thetr plain
ite the crvel cague even this coun-
the irritation of our feelings not yet
ve cessation of warfare. At a de-
t our history the voice of his con-
to the exccutive office a great man
all his life to publicservice, and his
nts unerringly to the prcinotion of
71 Need Iname the illustrious Jiur-
the retirement of private life, en-
Jled pepularity, not lessened by a
power. and unimpaired by time?
fcr““* the constitution, the ill will

(‘
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of Lngland towards owr piv wpf‘uty was dail y increas-
ing. She may ha\c ulr ulated on impunity, when
thc, opinion was explesc;ed among ourselves “* that
“ the time might come and the speed ey when an op-.
position to a Biritish allisnce would be freason against
Jmerican Indepeindence® Friendly remonstrance a-
oainst her ageressions, was unavailing.  Inusult was
accumulated upon insult—Iler rulers mistook the
mild and paciiic policy of the republican administra-
tion, for a timid aversion to hostile resistance-—they
werce soon.to be undeceived. The faithful servant
of the republic was succeeded in the chief magistracy
by the polished orator, the virtuous and patriot states..
man, whohad aided in arranging the interests of the
people in consonance with their wishes. A redress
of the long catalogue of grievances engraven on the
memories of us.all, could be attained only by an
appeal to arms. The call for war was now loud—
the Eagle screamed to seize azain the Lyon in its tal-
ens. Our nation resolved that another return of the
day of its nativity should nottind it further receding
before the enormous strides of British injustice.—
The President of the United States, and their other
valiant Representatives gbeyed the call ; and on the
18th of June 1812, the American swords again flew
from their scabbards to teach England how well we
could protectthe Independence our fathers had made
her acknowledge. Scarcely had the niotes of the
clarion echocd through our land, when Neptune
snatched his trident from the self-nominated ruler
of his domains, and ©ved it in the hands of the repub-
lic. 'The sound of our cannon on the Ligh way of
nations and our shoite for viclory, were conveycd
abroad almost by the same gales which wafted our

P AP s g
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voices wr war.  finrope soon heara that tie aame-
rican Mrigate Constrrutron had engaged the Guer-
r1ERE Of England, and that the ﬂae' of our liherty
waved in proud triumph over the ensign of its ini-
mical kingdom. In swift succession were achicved
the gallant victorics of the Wase over the Froure,
the UNiTEDp StaTES over the Maceponran, the
CoxsTrTUTION OVer the Java, and the HorNeT Over
the Pracock. |
The occan was hiightened by the Star-spangled
hanner streaming aloft « thrmugh the azure deep of
alr”’ in this galaxy of splendid feats. Qur tars fought -
under their standard of ¢ Froe TrADE and SaiLors
Rrenrs” with the animated confidenee of the army
of Comt*mtme, when the labarum of the Cross ap-
peared in the heavens with the propitious sign « U-
der this Conguer.” The names of their commanders
Hury, Jones, Barzpriner, Decatur and Law-
RENCE, Were blazoned in the escutcheons of fame.
Such a scene of extraordinary performances in lit-
tle more than half a year, shed a gleam upon ouwr
Navy unclouded by any intervening shadow. It was
not until the calends of the same month in which
we had taken up arras, that the foe seeking with
studious care an alleviation of the stings of disgrace,
could tell of a successful attempt on that element
which he had claimed as the sphere of his undis-
puted sway. 'Then it was that the lofty soul of Law-
rexcE could not brook the sight of the red cross
flying in defiance of the Amierican stripes, to which
it had so often been compelled to strike.  Whenhe
exclaimed “ don’t give upthe ship,” the modesty of
his nature was anconscious that on his life rested her
safety.  But we coon regained the palm. of which
chance only deprived us for a while.  After the Ex.
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rnrrrizt nad vanquished the Boxer, and we be.
moaned the fall of Burrouvens, but not with the
inclancholy we had grieved ior LAwrtNcE, our ears
were ravished with the intelligence of a British fleet
subdued on theinland waters by the Republican squa
dron under the guidance of PErry. The battle of
Lake Krie clothed America in celebrity, Inthis novel
species of combat, where the billows of a small sea, -
were incarnadined by the life-blood of those who
dwelt on its opposite banks, there was manilested
by our champion and his darmg mariners, a master.
Iy skill, a deliberate courage, a patriotic devotion ne--
ver surpassed. Never was a more romantic galian-
try crowned with such decisive success. - The cir-
cled year had just come round from the date of this
action, when its likeness was seen on the waves of-
Lake Champlain: M‘Dox~xoven’s flotilla rode tri--
umphantly with the Cross of St. George under the
pendant of America.  To close the war with oqual
brilliance that it commenced on the spacious main,
the fortunate ship which had marshalled the tract of
victory, engaging in the handsomest style at the same -
instant both thc Cyane and Levant, made them |
strike the colors of their king.
Against these and numerous other instances of
our inv 1n01b1hty on the liquidrealm, what had the ad- -
versary to oppose? A few captures by superior force,
by the lawless violation of the sanctity of a neutral .
pert, and by a wheale squadron in pursuit of one ship!.
'This was the Navy whieh had been derided as the
{ir-built boats of America. The parliament whicl:
laughed at wnat they conceived our folly in carry-
ing on a marittme war against England, soon wept

at what they felt the abundant sourc of their own -
woe,
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| Frinow-Orrizers—Though our carcer on the
- Jund opened with a different prospect from that cn
ihc water, the return of peace f’omd cur soldiers
deserving as well of their courtry as our sailors. In |
rcvemnwta tae sl mmbiu] surrender ot Detroit, every
honesthe ait {eelsindignant, that eowardice or tr cach-
cry lu.kmg for its prey, ‘shoult pase into an Amerl-
can garrison, enter the qaarters of a general, and
bOIﬂPBlhlm though iustigated to opposition by a bml
of heroes, to cap;mhl.v with the trophies of Baratoga
before his eyes.* Fhis foul slain on our arms, was.
wiped off at Queenstown, when its heights werc
carried by our frces aftera most desperate contest.
But future times will Bsten to the relation as to a
fabulous tale that iu the heat of action, within the
compass of victory, Americans cotld suffer their
countrymen to be taken prisoners, while they were
ceolly debating whether the law could oblige them
13 pass what to brave men should have been an im-
- aginary line, o : |
A scene of ruthless atrocity new rises to our
remembrance.  After a detachment under general
Lewis hod defeated the foe in a skirmish at the river
Palam, fortune deserted ofir colers, and Winches-
ter was overpowered. ‘Then were displayed those
tragical horrers, which not even the waters of Le-
the can consign to oblivion.  Can we forget that cur
cttizens who hal surrendered, were massacred and .
butchered, that their bodies ma ngied by savage bar-
barity, were left to be fosd for swine ? Wltl these
b’oodv outrages, wmch no colors can paint too deep-
Iy for truth, contrast the m agnanimity of our soldi-
Ci'S Wh"n they repulsed the 'zf%adv' cn Sandusky—

N
Ve Diise Qedusisee whiich hug‘aa)"(“d onr arms on that very day Alirty-
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