ORATION,

DELIVERED
AT ST. ALBANS,
Jury 4, 1809,

IN COMMIMORATION O¥

AMERICAN' INDEPENDENCE,

BY IRA HILL.

BURLINGTON, V1,

Privten sy SAMURIL. MILLS,

*POR0000 00




St Albans, July 6, 1809,
DLAR GIR,

THE Republican Committee for
the Arrangements of the Fourth of July, observ-
ing the satigfaction given by your Address on that
day, beg leave in behalf of the Audience, gener.
ally, to return theirsincere thanks for the justice
you have done to the eause of our country, and at
the same timo.request a copy. for the Press,

For Comumittee,

| L. SIMMONS.
Mx. Ira Hx’u..

SO0 OO0CO

e St. Albans, July 10, 1809,
SIR,

IF my Address have answered the e:.
pectations of the honoralle Committee of Ar-
rangements, and met the approbation of those as-
sembled to celebrate the duy on which our country
was freed from the grasp of Despots, I am ampl)
rewarded. At your request, however, in 6e/mZ§‘
df the Committee, I prosent you a copy for the
Press, preatly regretting that my abilities have
not allowed me to make it more worthy your at-

tention, or publication.
IRA IILL.

Pr. Leve SiMMoNs,
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Friends and Fellow Citizens, |

. WHILE principulities, nations and em.
pires are convened in other parts of the globe
to concert mensures of defence and personal
preservation, and while millions are making
preparations for plunder and humun butchery,
you ure permitted, without fear or danger, to
assemble and employ the rational facultics, in
reflecting on the innumerable Blessings attend.
ing you, when compared with other nations.

The various vicigsitudes, to which the hus
man species appear incident, must afford 2
ample subject for the contemplatior: vi ws4vy
imagination. Prosperity and celurnity, eWist.
ence and nihility, libetty aid riavery, seem ale
ternately in every age and) nution to follow eac
other in succession, - |

Nations like individuals nrise and flourish but
a few days or years, uridl thea sink into oblivion,
and rising generations waik over their moulder-
ing relics regardless ef their former activity and
grandeur.  Revolving years bear away millions
of human beings #h8 wenk and {cele mortals
secm upwilling to profit by the untimely ¥ serete.
tion of the opulent and mighty . Blind and ' lu.
ded man is unwilling to partake of the blessings
of wisdom, and rejecty her offers, cven when ex-
perience holds {orth her hand for his instruction,

It uppears inconsistent to imagine, that it was
for such neglect and stupidity, that the God of
nature condescended to endow the minds of
men with the faculty of rdleeting, a leulty
which roises man to form an important Ik in
the lengthy concatenation, frwin fisite to anfinite
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beings. The human race blessed with thig
faculty, become exalted above the wandering
herds of the forests and should they exerciae it
with that care and attention, for which it was
iven, many would ride in safety, who now are
nvelved in danc;gcr, and thousands would evade
those shoals and quicksands on which millions
have been wrecked.
- By this pleasing, this all important faculty of
reflecting, mun is enabled to revert his mind to
the remotest ages of antiquity, trace the rise
and fall of nations, survey the stupendous ionu.
- ments of genius and industry and distinguish
- the esuscs of the rapid growth and sudden dis.
- solutlons of states and empires.  Should delibers
ation occupy the minds of men, this faculty
- would lead them triumphant over many calumis
© ties existing in the present period and which
have prevailed in every age. By this, mueuns of
- civilization, with all her brilliant attendants, be.
- ing introduced, are not only made manifest, but
miy be rendered present to every imagination,
It brings to view the exploits of heroes und
wisdom of, sages. By it we behold the truly
vistuous, in every age Mnd nation, arising to
glory, fume and iamortality, and the viciony
sinking into their merited obscurity, disgrace
and infamy, -

By this fuculty is presented to view the fuats
of a Cyrus, who, by bravery and discipline not
only suhdued empires renowned for strength
and valor, exulted over pride and luxury, but
gently gliding over temptation, at that racde un-
polished cra, presented to the world examples of
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charity, prutlence and mreatness, It hrings to
mind the pfﬂicy of Philip; with the hmvcry of
Alexander, toking - advantage of nations wien
lulled in careless security, involved in effeming.
¢y, or harrnssed by internal divisions to conquer
and enslave the world, |

In the most lively and gluring colors, by this
can we paint in our imaginations the firmness
wnd unanimity once attending the Grecian re.
publics. We behold them most firmly attached
to {recdom and with diligence cultivating every
manly virtue. We perceive them  sacrificing
every private enjovment, and even life itself for
the salvation of their country and the preserva-
tion of frecdom, We can imagine, tlmt we al-
most feel their enthusiastic zeul, when at Mara-
thon, The existence of their rights and liber-
tics,depended on the exertions & valorof achosen
few ; and a day or an houtr was to exalt or destroy
them. And can we not in reality parteke of
their felicitics, when By the virtucs of Miltiades
the numerous and haughty army of Asia was
exterminated from their regions, and tlhie superb
trophies, which had been erected, where liberty
they hoped to annihilate, {ll in the possession of
the brave and valiant conquerors #

Our minds are completely involved in admi-
ration, when we behold those ancient republics
held in obedience by the justice of one, at the
appearance of an invasion their indignation rous.
ed to burst forth in a flame, and by the com.
mand of their leader sink into cool deliberation.
Can any mind be so void of scusibility as net
to glow with sympathctic ardor, when it paints
in view all the furces o' Asia sullying lorth to
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fhvade the rights and enslave the persons of
those natural sons of frecdom ? To reflect on
the valor displayed at Thermopyle, the im.
mortal achievements at Platea, by which were
humbled the pride and luxury of Asia, must be
a subject too copious, though delightful, for our
present meditation,

L.t the mind for a moment employ the ins
estimable faculty by which it is distinguished,
in dwelling on those mighty empires, in which
such revolutions have been effected, as ought to
serve as a lasting criterion to all nations, to a.
void those customs and dissentions to which
millions have fallen a sacrifice,

When we reter our minds to ancient nations,
we behold many by turns arising in glory to the
heavens, directing and giving laws to the then
known world, while virtues by their inmates
were cultivated 3 but when vicious habits be.
came prevalent, disgrace and infamy arose, and
every calamity, deriving its origin from super.
atition, slavery and burbarity, diffused its bane.
ful influence over those realms, which had been
illuminated by the benign rays of science and
virtue,  Similar has becn the fate of every na.
tion to which the mind can be referred ; repu.
table and prosperous, when under the salutary
influence of virtue, und disgraceful and wretched
when under the prevalence of vice,

Nor ure our minds astonished, that those na.
tions could flourish, but so short a period and
then sink into oblivion, should we consider how
contracted was then the human mind, how un.
cultivated were all its fuculties, and bow igno.
yant wus cach of the immorwl treasure he pos..
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sessed. Then the pride, the hope and safety of*
the human race were centered in the density of
bones and strength of muscles and liguments,
which could continue but a few days and then
yicld to the impulse of nature, Can man be as.
tonished that the existence of empires should be
so transient when they were supparted by such
frail and fickle machinery # More astonishing
would it now appear should not institutions re.
main more permancnt, when man is sensible
that he has a treasure, which is immortal to
protect, and a guide to direct him which time
itself will never impair and by reverting the
mind see the errors in which others have fallen.
Though to descant on the virtues and vices of
other nations would aftard a subjcct of vast utili.
ty and magnitude to every contemplative mind,
yet let not such reflections alone at this tim
occupy your imagination, -
’ VJorthy audicnce, you have convencd not to
employ the rational faculties wholly in reflecting
on the conduct of far distant nations and profit
by their cerrors, but on this day the faculties of
every American ought to be exercised in reflect.
g on the cause, which gave birth to our na.
tion and independence, to miillions of freeborn
sons. ‘I’his memorable day, which will ever be
cclebrated by friends to the rights of mankind,
should be devoted not to dissipation aud clamor,
but to meditating on the virtues, the valor and
wisdom of those, who gave [rcedom to oup
country ; and in trunsmitting to posterity the
glorious exploits of predecessors, of those mage.
pantmous heroes who offered themiselves victims
10 the shrine of liberty,
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Though many years have rolled away since
the American states have been declared tree and
independent, yet must that day, on which our
country was cxtricated from the shackles of
slavery, be us present to the minds of every A.
merican, capable of . enjoying, reflecting or uni-
derstanding,

It hos been customary and if useful to nations,
to celebrate those days on which remarkable
achievements were cffected, to offer human sac-
rifices, and join in solemn invocations to the
gods on the birth day of an ideot or lunatic, to
which they could prostrate themselves, resign
their treasures and dovote their labors, of what
utility to us must be the celebration of the day
on which myriads arose from the most abject
slavery, triumphed over oppression and left for
the enjoyment of posterity a couatry abounding
with liberty and equality ¢

‘To render the memory of the day we cele-
brate, more deeply impressed on the imagination,
let your minds be referred to that period, when
first our predecessors, to avoid the hand of per-.
secution and insupportable oppression, quit their
fair, their native enlightened country and sought
a refuge on the then desolate coasts of Awerica,
Great must be the contrast in their circumstan-
ces and situation. T'hey fled from a country of
civilization, from a land of plenty, from friends
and relatives.  DBut oppression dwelt there,
They sought a soil uncultivated, inhabited by
cannibals and crucl barbarians ;5 they undisci.
plined, exposed themselves to  intriguing, hos-
tile encmics, almost unprotected by raiment, to
the rigors of the clements, and to all the latigues
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“of estoblishing settlements, in dreary wilds, with.
out nourishment, withodt implements of hus-
gnndx‘y and a kn'owlcdge of their dccupation,
et there were no inquisitiond, rio Bulls of ex-
commiunicition, nor mart'i'rs to be offered to'the
shrines of superstition. Here flwelt liberty, the
ndtdral right of man. =~ 7
Tlﬁ when he returned &'ro‘m his arduous

labory ##ld the heart of the husbandynan be
wourided by the sight of a butchered partuer, or
- an offspring fallen a victim to savage barbdr{ty,‘
thouih the slumbers of the night would b bro-
ken by the' horrid yells of cannibals; ahd his
humbie habitation be entwrapped id fiarties; tho’
_at midnliglit, ‘He,vere doomed 'to #eck seciirity
pby flight thtough forests, wheré every path whs
ambushed, yet of no magnithde were thése ca:
-~ lamities, compared with those of Popish cru‘c{t{,
- and tyranhical oppression from which he litely
escaped. ‘ ’ -
~ Such' calamities ds those, by diligence. and
" perseverance; were soon ‘annibilated.  Those
barbarians, who would not become friendly by
~ their lenity, nor conqueted by their Humanity,
* soon by their valor were exterminated from theit
- territories. Oppressive cares each day didiin-
, ished.  Their peaccful retirement and othet
- privileges inviled the oppressed of every clime
and nation, to partake of the bounteous enjoy-
ments derived from liberty, religion and equi-
ty. Lxtensive gloomy wildernessas were sdon
converted into fruitful fields. Those dreary de-
serts, through which no civilized voice had
rang, soon r<.echoed with the shouts of mirth
fd jolitv.  Where the howling' inhabitanth of

¢ "
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the forcsts had fixed their residence, appeared
blooming meadows and fruitful groves. Where
existed cannibal fury and savage barbarity were
instituted courts of justice and seminaries of
learning,

‘Thus guided by their own reason, defended
by their own prudence and valor, under their
own vine and fig tree, they enjoyed the fruits of
their labor and there appeared 1.one to melest or
make them afraid.

It was then that Briten, contrary to the laws
of God and nature, prompted by the love of do.
mineering, blind to justice, and urged on by
avaricious motives, attempted to monopolize
~ this country on whose rising prosperity she had
cast an eye of envy,

Unwilling to enter into the service of cruel
Mars or fierce Bellona, and shuddering at the
idea of imbruing their hands in thc blood of
those, who once kad the appellation of brethren,
those sages and patriots disdaining arms had re-
course to reason, In vain was thé voice of rea-
son and justice applied ta the ears of those who
disregarded equity, and strove only to enrich
themselves and enslave the world.  In peaceful,
rural retirements, unnecessary must have been
the instruments of death and plunder ; and un,
skilled in the arts of human butchery were our
venerable, pious forefathers. Insults were un.
able to inflame t"eir pecaceful minds. They re.
mained calm and earnest advocates of peace,
till the sight of mangled citizens and butchered
brethren reminded them of former cruelty and
oppression, They had recourse to arms. As
the last resource of safety and for the preservation
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of liberty they used them. Bunker’s mount is
a witness of the firmness of their bodies, and
should thas gpeak with eloquence compared with
the thunder of thatday, it could not express the
firmness of their minds.  Should Warren, with
his unrivulled elogmence, speak from his blessed
immortal abode, animated by the spirit which
summoned him to his country’s dargers, he
could not yepresent the zeal and courage of those
sons of Wlkrty and defenders of the rights of
mankSw, who that day fought and bled, not for
conquest or glory, but for JUStICC and freedom !

It is in vain for man to exercise his feeble
faculties, in crfeavoring to paint a descriptive
view of the scene of that memorable couflict.
It must be left to the imugination of those, who
there rendered themselves immortal, and to the
meditation of such as would with cqual ferce
and violence, oppose the haughty invaders of
inherent rights and privileges.

A recital of particular contests can be pro
ductive of but liede wutility to those, in whose
bosoms the idea of each is perpetuated. The
ideas of a Nash, a Mercer a£ Montgomery of-
fered victims to the altars of liberty, though
time in a measurc may obliterate, yet never can
be tot*‘l} cradicated from an American mind.
Can those blessings be of low estimation which
were not purchased by the blood of martyrcd
generals alone, but by the lives of thousands
eoually valiant, though ‘their characters appeured
less conspicuous in the sight of the admiring
world.

In passing over the various conflicts in which
American patriotism was displaycd, and by
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which our ficlds weng crimson
blood, we cannot avold directing Wilr attention
to the scene, which was exhibited 13 our own
state, the actors of which were your neighbors,

your brethren and yourse lv%
It was not sufficient to sutfMte the eravines of

cruclty, that this land was invaded by a haughty,
veteran army, by which our rights ‘cre on the
very eve of destruction an. about into
nihility ; but to heighten our anguis mag-
nify every calamity, the cruel savage wis cxel.
ted to perpetrate what British vengeancce mulq
not inflict,

While the villages were pl'dcred and com.
mitted to copflagration by the more regulg g)xs-
ciplined assassins, the secluded habitation
assaulted and inmates massacrcd by the
cious cannibals, assisted by the accursed torxes
those mfernal dcmons, whose merited reward in
every age and nation has been the haltér or
gillotin.  On the southegm fronticrs, these
spirits of darkness were assembled, thirsting for
vapine, plunder niurder,

‘Then each c®tager, like the immertal Cin.
cinnatu:, rclinquished his occupation, girded on
his arms, and was prepared to protect and de-
fend not freedom culy, but his bosom friend and
holpless o firpring. But the All Righteous Be.
g disregarded not the righteous cause. ‘Lhey
faught ard conquered. They saved their State,
avinged their wrongs, humbled their foes and
acquired laurels which will ever bloom.

‘Though our patriotic predecessors were tri
un phant over oppression, and had convineed

theie haughty foe, that fteedem 'is the natural

with preciaus
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vight of man; ough thcrvnr-whoc)p was ne
more 10 be ﬁud in our fields ; the midnight
slumber wps nm to be broken by the shricks of
expiring victims, and no more was our land to
be ravaged by crgel soldiery 3 though peace
was catahhshcd and reputation acquired, yet ine
numerable were the difficultics to which our
land was cxfosed.

Our . ware open to the oppressud of all
nations, were not shut agzinst the specula-
tors of every clime. Luxurics and customs
were introduced, most detrimental to a nation,
vlose character gas not established on a basis,
wlnch was pu‘mal!ﬁnt VVlthout a constitution
or'laws was our nation, composed of mcembers
different sentiments and principles, and sub.
t to the greatest anarchy and, confusion.

‘T'o compensate for these inconveniencics it
had pleased the Almighty Being to bless us
with & Washington, an Adums, a Hancock,
Jeflerson, a Frankligmand others, who wunl«.&,
suffice for any evil, which could attend a state
or empirc.  With dcliberatiofgghey  weighed
our calamitics, with candor they undertook to
ameliorate them. With calm wisdom and pat.
riotic polivy they engaged in an nnpluynwnt
which was to render reputable or disgraceful,

ehappy or miscrable an enlightencd people, in
the possession of privileges, which seas of bivod
had purchased,

' With the greatest deliberation did they rflee
on the advantages and conveniencies attor dmp;
cach kind of government. “Fhey hed oo Laidy
experienced the ofieets arising rem nonarchy,
to tstublish s0 sure @ busis 1o tyraty. They
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[clt for the people, hose cagme they had es.
pauscd,  They wished not to hehold that liber.
ty purchased by the dearest blood, that Ameri.
ca could boast, bartercd for royal robes and di.
adems.  They chose not to Yehold the sceptre,
assumed from hereditary distluction, swayed by
an ignoramus or lunatic, over an enlightencd
people.  Nor wus it their desire to hehold cour.
ticrs, lordlings and haughty landlordg giumph.
g over wisdom and virtue,  Theg ghose ra
ther to avoid such cvils, which are pf®ulent in
every monarchy, than to possess the quickness,
dispatch and order, which ure tyrants’ greet
and mighty boast.

Could they lock with approbation on aristoc.
racy ? Wlhiut would the wisdom and policy, ¢x»

pected from lordly assoctations, weigh i thgad
minds of those defenders of the rights of maf

kind, aguainst the inconvenicucies and dangers,
which arc unavoidably connccted with a gov.
ernment of nobles 2 Could they endare the idea
of beholding a people, so latcly emerged fron
slavery, cxpﬁ to ail the intrigues, wiles and
bloodshed whieh might avise from a combination
of envious, ambitions and unprincipled poten.
tates unanintous in their league of iniquity no
Tonger, thun an «pportunity might occur of any
agerandizing himsclf even at the destruction of
his associates, and the total extinetion of a peo-
ple, 1 destroving whont, they were only anited.

No, they chose rather to bebedd the people
subject to w government in which virtue should
be doemed worthi possessing, justice not entire-
ly disreparded, wisdom preferable to iguorance
and wealth should notent rely predomanate, Lhey

- — - [ N — —
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were anxious that the country, they had assisted
® liberate should remain'r:e, fndependent and
happy. And what covld N.ve a tendency to
augment every felicity more, than the govern.
ment they introduced, a government by which
the peo ble are permitted to make the laws, by
which they themselves and posterity are bound ?

Thom gdlffcrent governments may be adopt-
ed for tﬁc mutual enjoyments of nations, yet
thcy murst in some measure coincide with the
disposition of the subjects, the dimensions and
situation of the territory or vain are all attempts
to govern. |

A people involved in ignorance, never stimu.
Msted by an enterprising genius, may with con-
tentment dose away their time in stupidity un-
der an absolute tyranny, remaining regardless of
the number of those, to whom they are in servi-
tude. I{ a nation thirst for nothing but to plun.
der, depopulate the world and enslave mankind,
that nation could never sxist, but by first being
bound in servitude, and by ubjcct fear held 1 n
the strictest cubjectmn.

But to a natjon virtuous and enlightened, ani-
mated by the glorious spirit of cquality and hav-
ing once expericnced the benign blessings of
liberty, to such a nation, what government could
De so precious, so inestimable as a blessed re-
public. After cowmsidcring the situation of this
country, the disposition of the people and re-
flccting on the miseries attending other nations,
this was the government recommended and a-
copted by sages, warriors and statesmen, for
the prescrvation and safcty, honor and happmes«
of a numerous, cnhehtened nation,
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Under the sulutary, influence of this govern,
ment, our comtry has not only soared above
the difficultics, m.ahich it was involved, at the
close of the memorable revolution, but has ac-
quired a reputable rank, and a glorious appella-
tion among the nations of the earth, .

Each day’s experience of the blessings of such
a government, will more firmly attach thg virtu-
ous part of community, and every moment will
render them more cager to support and defend
it with their fortunes and with their lives.

Already has the world beeome acquainted
with the enlightened state of society in America,
from the candor, the wisdom and magnanimity
of those, who have been clected to govern, The
virtues of Washington are not only engraved ¥
the minds of every Americuan, but his name, to
every mation on the globe, will convey the idea
of the grreatest of warriors and wisest of states-
men.  While his valor and achievements receive
their merited, unlimited applause, his fame un-
sudicd will be transmitted to latest posterity,

The lubors aud dangers sustained and the
wisdom displayed by Adams in conducting the
revolution, cun never be forgotten by any who
are friends to the rights of mankind.  While
his zeal for his country is admired by every
patriotic Aaverican, through all ages and climes,
as a statesman, a1y praises will be resounded.

The admmistation of Jefferson has rapidly
advanced towards pofeetion all uselul improve.
ments 1 our country. By it has scicnee and
litcrature becnencouraged und promoted. The
yublic debt has dimninished,  Notwithstanding
the hostile uttitnde and disposition of” Kuropean
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nations, by him have our affuirs been conducted
with wisdom, prudence and cconomy, and more
prosperous and lucrative appears our situation
in the view of the political world, than when
Jefterson first assumed his station.  Though
the darts of slander have been hurled from a
thousand tongues, though the zeal and scrutiny
of his cnemics have been uncxampled in any
age or nation, yct on the pure historical page
will the dyeds and name of Jefferson appear, as
the brightCst constellation in the firmument or
stars of the first magnitude.

When we reflect on the character of him,
Who by the request of the American people, has
“received the helin of government, when we
j consider that his virtues fill even his enemies
} with admiration, we conclude we have much to
hope and but little to apprchend from the wis-
~dom and candor of him, whom we now call by the
honerable appellation of President. Though he is
summoned to the most dignilicd station, placed
at the head of the most enlightened people in-
habitigg the globe, jealous of their rights, and

reudy Wwebserve the most minute variations
{rom or * justice, yet we hiave no doubt hut

his exalted virtues will render him equally res-
pueeted with his illustrious predecessors,

What other privileges can any nation wish to
possess to render it respected and hanpy which
we do not enpoy 2 Are we not blessed with a
clinte most salubrious 2 1y vot our =oil luxuris
ant and productive of all the neeessatics and
cven the luxuaries of lile 2 Was there ever o
nation more Luvorably sitnated for commeree ?
Did cver man inhabit o country, subject to a

¢
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government, contributing more to happiness,
than does this by which we are protected ? Was
there ever a nation existed better acquainted
with the blessings resulting from iiberty ?

Why then when we behold all nations around
us involved in slavery, falling victims to each
others barbarity, and buried in ignorance ; when
we perccive ourselves the only nation on the
globe enjoying the blessings of liberty and se-
cluded {rom the horrid din of war, why then
can we not become contented with the blessings
attending us, and be a happy and magnanimous
nation ?

There is a pest most contaminating, which
too frequently appears in nations, creating the
most direful distresses and bearing whole na. |
tions and empires into the horrid vortex of in. é
famy and misery. This dreaded contagion,
whenever nations have reposed in ease and opu-
lence, has been scen to burst forth among the
people, involving the whole state or principality
in calamities most to be dreaded.  Already has
this bane, this consuming pestilence made its
appearance In this our happy land, now preys
upon the vitals of the republic and unless some
effectual remedy is immediately prescribed its
horrid ravages can never be obstructed.

It 15 discord, fell discord, which casts down
and destroys what ages of industry have accu-
mulated. |

Do we search for the causes, which have in
every age and nation, dissolved the public en-
joyments, we readily perceive, that it 1s this fell
mouster, discord, which has se often depopulated
kingdoms and filled cmpires with massacres and o
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carnage, Must all our blissful scenes, fruitful
ficlds and blessings of liberty purchased by the
blood of worthy ancestors, be changed to deso-
Jation and servitude, by the prevalence of dis-

cord ? No, the people of the United States are
too wise, too well acquainted with liberty und
equulity, to suffer this raging monster to devour
every fclicity and introduce all the calamities
arising from envy, malice and revenge.

But how, say some, * are cvils to be avoided
to which such multitudes have fallen a prey, and
which appecar natural when nations are lulled in
carcless security.”

Would not all dissentions soon become to-
tally abolished, should those, disseminating the
seeds of contention, be treated with the contem pt
they justly merit ¢

Is there a species of being inhabiting the
globe, which ought more in every particular to
he rejected from all society and considered less
worthy of a human appellation, than those con.
temptables, whose greatest e¢xcrtions are, to fo.
ment divisions, create animosities and overwhelin
their country in civil wars and massacres. Does
not every upright man deem it his duty to hold
in utter abhorrence, the thief and murderer ;

and are they so ddl}“‘tI‘OUS to soclety as those

vile, unprincipled partmans who are diligently
abouunw to render every individual wretched
by the common catastrophe of their country,
The character of the assassin and robber are
combined in that of tlose, who strive, for their
own cmolument, by sowing the sceds of cun.
tention, to introduce into their country all the
horrors of civil war.















