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ORATION.

Fzriow-Citizens !

o | . OUR COUNTRY, at this moment,
exhibits one of the most interesting spectacles, the
world has ever seen. A spectacle, so august, so splendid, so0
sublime, that it must be grateful, to the sight of God and
Man. Millicns of freemen, now croud the temples of the
Most Hi%h, and offer the incense of gratitude on his holy
altars. Ten thousand voices, now chant ¢ a rations chorzl
hymn for tyranny o’erthrowr.” The war-vwoérn veteran,
¢ lew-bowed’’ beneath the weight of y=ars, comes forth once
more to witness our joy. Assenting to the story of our na-
tion’s birth, he shakes his silver lecks in rild apblause, lives
o’er each scene of former triumph, and offers his fervent
prayer for the perp=tuation of our liberties. Let us then,
on this day, forgetting the cares and misfortunes of life, give
ourselves wholly to our country, and like the childrea of one
great family, celebrate the natal day ef our commen parent.

There was a period, fellow-citizens, when the proud emo-
tions of this day; were not mingled with one uncongenial
feeling. With the first ray of morning light, every eye
awoke to pleasure, every bosom expanded with joy. Tae
rapturous enthusiasm which encircled the whole community,
gave a character to our national festival, and eloquently told
the world, that we were the members of a republic. Noun
hallowed doubt, dared to intrude itselt on cur sacred joy.
.Bu‘t have we not heard an orator* in a sister state exclaiin,
“that he was ready to exchange our government, for the

? A membercf the Massachuse’s senats
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Zritich constitution, monarchy and all I’ The benefits of ouyr
1x1ox have been questioned, and we sre called upon, to es-
tablich by reasoning, what once rested on the basis of uni-
veiral public feeling. It may not, therefore, be improper,
on this occasion, briefly to conaider the high privileges of
our country.

It what then, my countrymen, does vour superior lot con-
e1st P Does the verdure of your fields deiight the eye ? The
vineyards of France and 'oi} italy Gisulay equal beauty, Are
your mountains, the objecta of admiration? Visit that unfer
tunate, though magnanimouy people, whe, ouce like your-
sclves triumphed over oppression, and in the Giaciers of
Switzerland you will bahci) nature in all her grandeur and
sublimity. Iytl‘é not then, the superior nature! advantages
we enjoy, but the happy government under whica we live,
the government of laws, und not of men, that eminently
distinguishes {as American citizén, from the subject of a
king, 'Fheorisis may gpeculate; and slaves aflinm, that mo-
narchy is best suited to the condition of our nature, but ne
esuntry ean b frea in which the sovereign authority does not
reside in the peopis. It has been said that man is not capa-
ble of eeifswovernmenty ¢how then is he capable of govern-
inr others | - : - |

"The United States of America, is the enly free country
on earln. In what period of the werld has there existed a
natién enjoying go much liberty, and g0 mnch rational: hap-
pine=s # In vain do we {rend the mazes of history; that re-
cord of ambition, tyranny, and crime,effords no pavallel.
Biome in all her greatnesa was an avistrocracy. 'The people
possessed no priviiege that was not extoried by fovee,. The
pressure of war alone; eonld refieve her frem the convul-
giona of civil diseerd. Hence Rome became ¢ the mistress
of the worlid,” but never was mistress of the attections of
her citizensy she was great, but net happy, enlightened, but
hot feaa. Aihens, with more practical kibézrty, had less se-
enrity. The dearest richty of the citizen, were suhject to
the arbitvary control of a giddy multitude, whe, under the
inlluence of bad mer, ond Lvm{ pasviony, gave Hemiock to
Yoerates, the greatest poilosopher on earthy and henished
their noblest defender, Leeanse ho  was called 'The dust.
Spartd, ia net to he nuned among the civilized natiens of
the worlds  Jler citivens had no gacia) foeiings, pe domestic
aftoctiongy Which reader Doy werth pessesshios the snell
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pepublies, which have in modern times, gleamed on the eye
of the putriot, like the cheering rays of morning portending
the return of light and comfort, exist no longer. The dee-
scendants of Tell and Riepzi,® wear the chains of oppres.
sion. If we now turn our eyes to Europe, we behold two
nations superior in power, science, and fhe arts, 10 the rest
of the world, It will, therefore, be sufficient for our pur-
pose, to compare the American government, with those ¢f
Frauce, and Great-Britain, France, though once free, haa
been the fectstool of a daenot. Her citizens, with chains
a>out tieir necks, were dragged to Lizht the battles of a ty-
rant, who, diunk with power, regerdless of the cry of in-
nocence—the tear of beauty—the viice of humanity—and
the mandate of heaven, ricted in blued. Like the i flgat of
the desert,” he carried destruction in his trein,  But Francs
has received anothc, master.  Bhe s prostraie ak
the fect of her enemy. ’'Ilie cignds of despotism hang
over her, brightened by no rays of glory. Te cscape the
whirlwind--she has gought the pestilence. When we meet.
the cataract in it3 mighty course, we adiire its grandeur,
though we knyw our doom; but the noxious vapours of 2
standing pool, steal on the wings f the wind, poison the
sources of life; and prey on the vitals of society. France
no more, the sun of her glory has sgt in blood. ‘
Can we ihen, in the English constitution, discover that
recdom of wideh the Briton loasts P Britain has no great
fundamental principles ahuve the centrel of her rulers, The
trisl by jury, *magna charta” and even ¢ hakeas corpus,”
like the most insigiilicant staiule, may be repecled by snast
of parlimmnent, kKvery priviiege of the suiject can he wreh-
ted from him 3 his happinces may be immolated on the altars
of ambition, with all the formng of the constitution.” And

* A.D 1347, ¢ Nicholas Riemzi, a private citizen of Rome, but an
elofquent, hold, entetpeizing mhisn, wnd a patriot, set himself up s the
rzatorer of Roman bierty, Proclaimed Trsbure by the people, and
put inpossesrion of the capitai, he decisred all the inhabitants of lialy
free. Bt these convulsive struggies of Jong expirnig fieedom proved
ieffectusl. Ienzi, a8 hie at'cmpted to unstate the Gracchi, nwt the
same fate, being murderéd by the patriciun faction,” Russell's modern
Europe, 1vol. p. 554, '

* ¢ The law, (says Blackatone, 1 voi. p. 246), sscrihes {0 the king in
his politica: capucily absviuie pe: fection. The Rivg can do ad wreng.”
Aud in p. 49, be pays " hence v is hikewive thut by luy the petaon of
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will his fate be lesy severe, because, like the victim, he ig
led to the sacrifice, adorned with garlands, and attended by
mu-xr P But it is said that parliament are the representatives
of the people. This is a fundaniental error. The people have
2 voice oniy in the choice of thé commens, 3id an msugmﬁa
cant portion of the English natmn, send 2 majority to that
kouse. What security then Lave the great mass of the peo-
ple against the encroachments of power ? But even were the
practzce of the English govercment, equal to its theory,
what js there for an American to admire ? It admits of or.
devs of nobility—power hke wealth is the subject of
inheritance.. What a monstrous violation, of the natu-
ral rights and equality of man! That spirit must be slavish,
which j is accustoméd to acknowledge any order but that of
raerit.  To bow dewn to infamy or weakness, must prostrate
tie noblest feelings of the soul. We hold it as an undenia-
Ble truth, « that 21l men are ‘created equal,” ours is the no-
bzhtv ot wisdom and of virtue. We can boast of a consti-
tation, superior even to the laws, which creates the govern-
ment; and ¢onfines each department o 1ts m‘oper sphere. In
ihe pursuit of happiness, we have no restraint on our inclina
tions but the innccence of otr ends. Every avenue i8 opened
to enterprisc—genivs and industry have no bonds to break,
no obstaclés 1 m Tamove, no difficuities to surmount.. "Iere, the
ruler holaa his office for a limitted period, at the etpzratx.;n
ef his term, he becomes dg«dm a private citizen. Washing.
ton descended from the chair of state, lile another Cmcmv

atus, to cultivate his farm, and Jeﬁ'erson, unambitious of

l‘wuuﬁ

the mng is sacreg, even thongh the measures pursued in his reign be

e mpictely’ ty1 annical and arb'ttrary ; for no jurisdiction upon earth hag
wower to try him as a "rmma], inuch less to condemn him o punishment.”
Thus it is in the power of the sing to destroy by his own hand the life of
a citizen, without veing answerable for his conduct, * The king has
also the sole prexog@twc of making war,” 257, “and he has the sole
PO wer of raising and regulating ﬂeetq and & 1'm;85." 262. - The practice
ol m*.prcssnu.m, which has been a cknowledged in England, subjects the
iberty of the citizen to every petty oificer or the crown. Parliament
can d'vest him of his properiy without his consent. * A few thousands
of electors send in the malority of tie House of Commons.” See
Burzh's Political Disquisitions, 1 vol. p. 80, 81. According to this
writer, (1 vol. p. 45.) itappears that 254 members of Parliament are
actually elected by 5723 votes, the whole numbcr of representatives be.
g 558 Newton and old Sarum have each ane elector and one represens
tative, and Mariborough two of each. Let it be rerncmbered too that
Pariiaunent is said to be ““ emnipotent,” ,

s
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owar, is now an hwuble philosopher, adorning the paths of
x)!‘l’- :f’-‘ l:fe.

Ir Englund they have an established religion, and though
b‘fmtrv has ceaaed to persecute with fire and sw ord, vet one
class of christians only, are admitted to afull equality in civil
and pm m:zl pnvﬂe"v-t; and can that couniry be happv or
iree, in mx..‘w men dava lcr.»-la.w for heaven, and would in-

trude the .f,;: imione of & M.t, setween the soul of man and its
creator P tlow nniil; how benign, how beauteous is the coun-

ienance oi Refigion, in this happy land. Here we belold man,
brinzing to Lis maker tihe {ruits of his heart. - In the snirit of
the me=ek and lowiy JfSLJ, we exhort, entreat and persuade
men, we persecute :13m it ‘(*"*m trininphis over error, and
even 1*1{1(1"1:755' musi reverence the doctrines of the cross.
Should the sins ot th 113 peopie provoke the vengeance of the
Almighiy, may we nut ’nupe, that {his beautiful trait in their
character will intercede for xe*n, and stay the \.phfted arm.
el

Would not the reco Lg g I,as he wriies down the histore
gf their oﬂr.ns;es, [ Yop & te

v aad blot thew cut forever ?
Sueh, fellow-citizens, is 53111' greatly happy lot.” Such is
the lefracv bcq cuthed to Us by eur fatherjs, in trust, how‘;
eVET, tox miilions yvet unborn.
~ From a survey of ‘Lhes?— b‘e,um.,a, we arg naturaily led to
considar, the causss which hove preduced thém. America
was n}-,iup”.j by |1 Hiaven as the Yand of freedem. The enter-
prising genius of a'lic*n. hican, e the footsteps of Lmope to

T S

138 u wmw vecion. O !m«w...m Columbus, a native of

L

the republic of Genoa, “iptroduced the old world to an
acqlmnlance with tie new.” Iie« the childran of nature

raamed at ! e, fiee as the alr the breumed The Euro-
peai seiiers fied from oppressien, i) referring the toils and

dangers of u wud ness, to el the com Jorts of “society bereft
of frecdom. Yet even here, the ey were not pexzvuthJ to en-
jov, the blessings they had secured to themseives. Dritei
reaved in tie scioel of oporession, extended the arm of power
33 the Atlautic, and struck at t‘le dearest rights of the
colonists. It does not suit a freeman’s’ spirit, or “a patriot’s
pride;, nor. is it congenial with tne proud f&eun;\;s of Tuis
LAY, to tell the degr “d.n: <-uny ¢f past wrongs. Cur fathers
d:'ew not thes reluctant s word: ‘against the mother country,un
til she had left them nothing mey conid cail their own. kn-
¢reaty and remonstrance bid been exhausted,in vain,to divert
her frem hae cruel and Licody purpese. ‘~uch then, was the

B
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crigin, of aur glorious revolution. At the first sound of the
tocsin a nation Lew to arms—the hanner of freedom was un-
facled,and planted on the ramparts of our country. Avound
it, was rallied, genius, enterprise, and courage. In
the front, vouth emilous of glory, marched to battle—in the
rear, ag?2 ‘silverad e by time, moved with slow but steady
pace ;—v-hile remote from the hustle of the camp, was to be
scen Beasty, : iiedding tears over the wounds of the soldier,
and *leh'r-cn ronring out her soul in SUpE Hications to Leaven.
Never has there been displayed on eartii, such noble enthusi,
asm, such cua‘t lpatrlotlsm, such wonderful unaniinity. 113
we enter into the councils of our statesuien, or trace the

march of our armies, we find ihat ¢ equal in action as in high
resolve," Ihmf conferred immortal honor on the American
name. The ngo ess of seventy-six, exhibited a constella-
tion of talent, that commanded the admiration of the world.
We are assembled, 1o celebrate the anniversary cf the gr eat
day. when that august body solemnly declared that ¢<these
United Colonies are, and of rigizt ought to be, free and inde-
pendent States, and with a firm l'ehance on the protec ton
of Divine provu‘encn mutual y pledged to each other their
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honour.” All «head
to counsel” and all «heart to act,” they at once resolved, and
made i ration free.

The soldiers of the revolution, were not actuated by the
comamon motives that lead men to the field of blood. They
were not the humble instruments of a despot’s Vengeance ;
they did not follow the car of the conqueror, trmmp‘nmg over
the liberties of prostrate and bleeding nations, With them
¢ mercenary murder” was no trade. 'lhe soldiers of liber-
ty, fou ”rht for their altars and their firesides. The temple of
Janu“ as not thrown open, until p"opmatery sacrifices had
been offered in vain, But when submission to the claims of
Great-Britain, was the orly condition on which peace couid
be preserved, they flew to arms. Then it was, that rallying
around the standard of their country, and ¢ appealing to the
supreme judge of the world for the rectitude of their inten-

tions,” they marched to the field as citizeps, fighting for
themselves and their posterity

* Whose pay was glory, and their best reward
The approving smiles of heaven.”

Equally distinguished was the conduct of every class i

m a e et aetb e
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the community. Even in prison and in chains ; the dungeon
and the prison-ship, the patient fortitude of the American
captive never once forsook him. And even they, who cast
in nature’s finest mould, sway with resistless power, the
best affections of he soul, cheerfully encountered poverty
and wretchedness, without a tear. eir teloved country,
deluged by the waters of affliction, offered no peaceful olive,
in which, the frighted dove, could find szfety and repose.

In the progress of a revolution, where all performed so
much, there are stiill examples of men, who pre-eminently
distinguished themsélves in the cause of litert;. On every
return of this great day, they have lived in the aflectionate
remembrance of their country. Envious tirie, cannot snatch
their names from the rolls of fame. They « sleep in
blessings,” their memory embalmed by a grateful country,
their namés registéred in our hearts. They demand no eu-
logy, but the recollection of their virtues; ne tribute, but
the imitation of theéir example. Yet when the achivements of
our glorious revolution, or the high privileges of our country,
are the subjécts of cortemplation, we must offer the iribute
of gratitude to the FATHER OF HIs coUNTRY. The name of
WasuingTox, is asseciated with ali of these subjects, he was
the child of liberty, he Ied us to triumph in war, and secur-
ed us the blessings of peace. “ His soul was firm in danger,
his arm like the thunder of heaven.” Methinks! I see him
now, as on that day when the sword of America was com-
mitted to his care. |

¢¢ See what a grace is seated on his brow !
e the front of jove himself,

An eye like Mars to threaten and command
A station like the Herald-Mercury
New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill,

A combination, and a form indeed

Where every God did secm to set his seal
"T'o-give the world assurance of a Man.”

~ But who can follow tiis hero in his glorious course ¥ My
pen refuses its difice :

“ Come then expressive silencemuse his praise.”

The peace that sncceeced the revolution, soon recruited
the exhausted strength of the country, and taught us the value
of rational liberty. FEnterpiise, freed from the restraints of
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power, found ont new channels of uzefulness; and ndustry,
secure of its reward, was ied to greater exertion. Cbmmprce
gnice more reared ber, (1;'0 Ting %ead unfurled }‘cr sai’s, and
whitened thesarface of the deem Already had the as:uaou‘g
hand of time, sosthed the w unda of the revolution, a: nd the
gaite weeds of voe, been exchanged for the garments of joy.
C:ties emciped flo..- tiie ocean, tie « wilderness blossomed as
the rose.” Seaied under ¢ our o: D yine and our own fig-tree,”
we belield the convulsive sirugries of Europe, mﬂ\out being
drawn into the vories; and tr eated all the world ¢ as enemies
in war, in peace friends.” But short was the duration of our
repose. .

Britain conld not behold t‘le sudden hroepemtv of the Umt-
ed States, without recollecting, tuat t.,ey were once lier colo-
nies. She locked with an eyz of Jealcus" on the rising
greatness of a new republic. . Long had she declared he"eelf
~ the ¢« Mistress of the Seas,” and 1o « Rule the Waves” was
regarded by her as an mherenf right. A determined Gpmt
of commercial manopoly, plEaldEO i hér wunclla, and dic-

tated all kér public measures. This spirit, had once before

arrayed her agamst «a werld in arms;” and was now again
dispiayed, in the violation of cur ucarestiignta. Cur com-
merce was subjected to her artitrary decrees: new ard mon-
strous principles bf blockade weve promuizateds; it ships
were captu ed on every sea; andcur citizens were enslaved.
To summt to insult, ever invites »f'meaamn. ~ Franceread-
1‘) followed the examvlz of her crc*m*. zud the natisns of
burope shared the spoits. It was 1.--pocswle ot to see, iraf
resistanze had bc"ome necessary, (o the preservation of
our idependence. Now all national resistance must fermi-
nate in war, unless its cause be removed.. At every stage of
these proceedings, we remounstrated witheut effect, and ne"o-
ciation was COﬁﬁDPEd until that word was ln(efm 10 the ear.
Eut there is a Hmnt heyend which, national feeling cannot
be outraged with impunity: The bleod of our seamen, slavgh-
tered in the cow axdlv attack on the Chesapeake, had ascend-
ed to heaven. ., The cries of thousznds of our fellow-citizens,
simmured in the floating 'uungeo is o Britain, had pierced our
ears. Even now while I speak, br- old the mpressed Ameri-
can treated as a slave! Despairsits enthroned upon hLis brow,
horror glcam“ in Ias ewe, he casts a"longnvlmnemmloox,
towards those happy shoves, hie is destineil to behold no more.
The wind now whistles in the shrouds, and the carclers
vatchiman, declaies that «ail is well.”  We look iido his

Saan v
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dutigeon, and behold the torture of chains; the lash of trrahe
ny, employed in reducing to obedience, the free spirit of the
impressed American. Lacerated, and in despair, he at
length submits. Hard is his lot. To tight the battles of his
enemy—to dye his.sword in a brother’s blood,—~to raise &
parucldal arm against his country, and «like a Cockatiice,
sting the bosom that has given hnn life.”” 1Is this fancy?
Have we not beheld the tear which started in his eye, a8
he thought of the joys which were past, and, befc!dmg ity
have we not felt « what kind of sickness of the heart 1t is,
which arises from hope deferred :” Have we not beheld the
lifeless body of the American citizen, slain by his own coun-
trymen, his precious blood streaming on a British deck?
Who with the feelings of a2 man, can fold his arms at such a
sce e, and say ¢“’tis wen ¥’ It is in vain to say that Britain
wants not our seamen, and only seeks Ler own. The asser

ion is contradicted by the wel{known fact, that she claims
the subjects of otiier natlons,vs ho have entere(. into our trade.
The irzmense number of Americans impressed, the shsurd
pretexts on which many of them havebeen taken,and the fast
hold by which they are detained, speak a language .ot to Le
misunderstood. But even this pretext has heen removeds
the American government has, by an oficial act, declared
that they would exclude British scameh irom their service:
Yet such ofiers are vain. The practice of impressn:ent in
fact, originates in the wants of Great Britzin, and its exercise
will be limited only by those wants. But it is ot for us to
enguire into the mcm es of Great Britain. It 13 encugh for
us to know, that an American citizen has been enslav eu, and
we are bound to restere him to freedom. We are not to en-
quire, into the alledged necessity of the practice, for the pre-.
servation of the British LavVY. tHave we no cor utry ot our
own? No livertzes to pxesezve,r No rights to securc ¥ No
fiag to protect? In the best days of Rome, the name of a
Roman citizen was a passport tivough the world ; and shall
we, so jealous of our rights, permit the sacred character of
an American citizen to be outraged r  We are not wurthy of
the constitution under which we live, if a wrong inflicted on
the meanest individual of our country,is net felt as an 1njury
to the whole community.

Can that war then be unjust, vs“lch wes waged for the
preeenatu‘n of our commerce. t.le honer of ow flag, and
ilie liberty of the citizen # Our fathe f, v 10 aime to 1¢sist
the operation of a tax, and shall we do less for ke personal

-
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richts ¢f tke citizen ? they purchased with their blood the
indenen-ence of their country, and shall we surrender it
without a strugzie ? Forbid it heaven! The spirits of our de-
parted herocs, weuld mourn over.our degeneracy, and liber-
ty shed tears at the apostacy of ber sone. What means the
aistinction that kas been made, between the citizen who en-
riciies his country by honest industry at home, and kim who
more adventurous finds a home on the % mountain wave ?”?
Are they not equaliy entitled to our care? Gur gallant {tars,
have proved themselves wortihy of protection; their bosoms
~ kave £een bared te the sword of the enemy: they have bled
fcr us. And where is the American, who would surrender to
his enemy the Lerces who have humbled his pride ? The war
in which we are engaged my fellow-citizens, was called for
by Eublic feeling, 1t was sanctioned by justice, and demand-
ed by public necessity. This ic not a war of ambition; we
can have no such end to answer ; it was not waged for con--
quest, but in defence of our essential rights.

In the conduct and result of this war, what ncble sabjects,
will be furnished to the bard of future times; what a theme
for the orator ; what facts for the historian! The ¢ tide of
song” will swell again with the tale of other times, and the
harp of another Ossian, will sound the praises of the heroes
who have sunk in the dark blue wave.. The orater of our anni-
versary will point to the tomb of the warrior, and kindle
the Lires of patriotism as he recounts the deeds cf our iieroes
and the trimuphs of our arms. - |

Bear with me fellow-citizeng, while 1 dwell on the animat-
ing theme. It would be unpardonable on this occason, to pass
ligutiy over the events of this interesting period, or to for-
get those, who have failen in the cause of their country.

This has not been an inglorious war. Qur misfortunes
on the land,have been compensated by our victories on the o-
cean. Yetietitnothe supposed,that we can boast of no trophies
at home. Iiad not the exploits ¢f our soldiers,been eclipsed
by the splendor of our naval victories, the patriot woul
have found abundant cause of triumph,in the achievements
of our army. Must we not sumrvey with delight, the spivit
that led our western and southern brethren, in numbers lim-
ited only by the wants of their country to encounter ail
the horrors of savage warfare? The prayers of * Carolina at-

* A regiment from South-Caroling, under Col. Mash, were attached -
to Gen. Panckney’s army employed against the 2ndians, ar.u are still on
that service.
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tend them to the field—her sona are with them. How ani-
mnating to behold the youthful Crochan, like ancther Leoni-
das, with one hundred and forty followers defeating twelve
hundred of the enemy! Anud to see the venerable Shelby
Lis silver locks streaming in the winter’s blast, leading once
more to the field the sqldler" of liberty ? Does the defeat of
Proctor and the triumph of Harrison, afferd no suoject for
congratulation ? Is the battle of Sacket’s harbor, where
Packas nobly bled—are the explaits of Johnson, Mitchell,
Holmea, Forsythe and Aprpiing, worthv of no eulogy? Ye *’
these furnish abundant cause of mumph and were they tbe
¢n Ly trop‘mes we could bozst, thishad notbeen aninglorious war.
et it be considered too, that the nature of our govern-
ment, and the habits of the pesple, were unsuited to war,
The people of the United States, mh'v:»mng a country rich
with every ea*t‘)lv good, were mstmcb vely led to the love
of peace. The prirciples of free government Go not incul-
cate that rigid, blind obedlence. which is the lifg of military
enterprise. Thg citizens of a republic, can hardly be pe:-
s'r»‘ﬂed to put on their armour, before they are marched to
the fieid,*  For more than thirty years, nad the sword slert
within its spaboard, ‘when the thunders of war sounded in
our ears. 'Ihe citizen became at once 2 soldicr—the sword
of the revolution was unsheathed—but its blade was to be
frced from the rust of t‘urty winters.

From these csuses, the commencement of this war was mark-
ed by many unfertunate reverses. At the heights of Queers-
town, untutored valor had been ferced to y eld to the discipli-
ned numnbers of the enemy 3 at the river Rajsin, the mwutmus
Vinchester had been ensnared. The cowardice of Hull, had

snrrenderad a gallant army to the eneiy. Bui their’s was
g V1ctor§ without a b'lttle, trophies withoui darger, and
success withoutglory.” The pride ynd spirit of freemen, which
witn Plastlc force ever rises in proporiion to the greatness of

* This is an answer to the argument that war wag dzclared without
sufficient preparation. "To support large standing armies in time of
peace would be impolitic, and experience has shewn it to be impracti-

cable to enua* men extensively except in time of war. Fyery man in
this country’ yas some ready means of support, he is attached to his
home ; in Europe it is otherwise, It is belicved the United States were
in as great a state of preparation as could have been atiained i cne or
two j cars. I' had been already industriously circulated, that there was
no scrious intention of declaring war. This must have been believed
n..d it been longer delayed, and then all further preparation would
"Bave become extremely d:ffcult if not impossible.
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the pressure, now mounied {o a achle elevation.  Though des-
ondence was here and there visible on the countenance of
timidity : and dizaifection nnl;mualv pretended toseethe finger
of heaven pointing to a dishonorahle peace, yet the great
body of the Arneucan peopie, locked 2nxiously around for
some “Washington to lead their armies to victory. = It was at
this moment that the IymMerTaL Pike JOIDPd the standard of
likerty. What tremulous emotion is that, which at the ment
tion of his name, plavs around the heart? It is the ¢« s2cref
svmpathy” which binds us to the tomb of the patrmt-‘"ol-
“dier, whose life was virtue, and whose de“t‘l vwas fame.
‘To dweil on the h;smry of derarted worthis «sofily pleabn‘ o
ﬂ*o"frh it saddens the soul.” "Who on this sacred dav, coui
rezusﬂ the tribute of his affectionate remembrance, to this he-
ro of deathless fame ? If we contemplate the chara‘,uer of ce-
neral Pike, the mind is as forcibly struck with the remarkadle
jncidents of a life devoted fo hardship and danger, and en-
riched by the consiant display of unem*npled fortltude and
perseverance, as by 5 death, which singuiar in all its atten-
dant c1rcumst'm%a, ca’iterreq 1mm0rtal honor on the Ameri-
canname. He bécame the chosen leader, of a patriot band,
destined to turnt the scale of war. To judge of the noble
fenimrrs swhich animated the bosom of our chlef let us behoid
with rev erence, his last adieu to o beloved parent As a tu-
bute of affectionate regard for an aged father, he thus writés.
¢t T embhark to-morrow, at the head of fifteeri hundred chmce
¢ troops on a secret exped;ﬁon. If success attend my stens,
« honor and glory await my name, if defeat, still shall it 'be
¢ gaid, we d: fed like brave men, and csnfe*‘red honor even in
¢ death, on the American name. Should I be the happy
€« mor al destined to turn fhe scale of war, will you not re-
“ JOICP oh ! my father ? May heaven be propltmus and smile
¢ on the canse of my country ! Butif we are destined to fall,
s« may my fall be like Wolfe’ s, sleep in the arms of victory. ”
You =1 know fellow-citizens, th i¢ history of that day, which
éVenftzatecl m the carture of York. You well remember that
dreadfnl explosion, which spread death aind devastation through
our ranks. Yet our ynpracticed tloops, catching a spark ‘of
that patriotic fire which glowed in the besom of their leader,
stood undismayed ¢ amid the mighty ruin,” and marched
forward to victery. But their belove({ commander was des-

* See “ National Intclligencer? "d. July, lola. Letter coramunicated
to the editox.
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tined to fall. Yet was he gratified in his every wish. Heaven
was propitious,” and did ¢ smile on the cause of his country”
—he was ¢ destined to turn the scale of war,” and his death
¢ like that of Wolfe, was sleep in the arms cf victory.” See
- the Godlike Man! As ebbing life flows frem his bleeding
wounds, invoking the blessings of heaven on his country, an

breathing his last sigh over the sufferings of his patrict band !
The standard of the enemy, at once the evidence and re-
ward of victory, i3 placed beneath his head—he dies content.
¢ The tears of his countrymen will be his perennial monu-
ment, -3nd heaven will shed her holiest dew-drops on his
grave.” S

“ Yet o’er his tomb, let no weak tears be shed,
The common tribute, fo the common dead

But let the great, the gen’rous, and the brave

YVith noble envy sigh for such a grave.”

What blest spirit is that, which rises from the snows of
Lanada, and wrapt in clouds of glory, wings it way from
earth! It is the sEade of CovinaTox! Spotless as the snows
on which he breathed his last; bright as the cloud in which
he ascended 1o heaven. See!lit points to the walls of Que-
bec, and seems to becken his countrymen to follow him to
glory. When the American eagle shall be planted on the
plains of Abraham, may thy spirit, illustrious chief! hover
over us; and with the same devotion to our country, which
ied ygu from the scenes of domestic ease, to brave the periis
of war, we will march fo victory or death,*

There is one theme connected with this war, that cannot
fail to delight the heart of every American. The glory that
has attended the carcerofour little navy, has shed a lustre on
our land. This is tie sun-beam, that will gild the darkest
cloud of national adversity. 1In paying a just tribute to the
achievements of our naval heroes, I know that I carry with
me the sympathies of gll. Correctly to estimate the impor-
tance of our victories on the ocean, we must advert to the
character of the British navy. In the beginning, when the

* Gen. Covington was a man of highly cultivated mind and elegant
manners. He was blest with an amiable wife, and several young chil-
dren, arid was master of a large fortune. He left all of these when he
thought he could be useful to his country. He was attached to Gen,
Wilkinson’s army during the last campaign, and was killed in Canada
at the battle of Williamsport. e was ag exceilent officer, very much
beloved by those who served under him, ‘ ‘
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heavens and the earth were created, and the spirit of God
inoving on the face of the deep, divided the high land from
the waters, the limits of human dominion, were fixed by
bounds, as immoveable as the foundations of the earth. When
God created man, and gave him dominion over all the earth,
he limited to the ¢ fish of the sea,” his power over that ele-
ment. Consisiently with the will ¢f thc Creator, nations
have acknowlecged the freedom of the seas. It was reserved
for modern times, pregnant with strange events, to oppose
the decrees of heaven. ¢ Britain,” says an eloquent orator,
« presumptuously entered into a contest with God,and called
-the Sea her element.” A thousand ships of war, were necessary
“to support the suprema<y of this self-stiled « Mistress of the
Seas.”” Her giant navy, had triumphed over the maritime
rights of the world. The fleets of Spain, of Holland, and
of France, had been destroyed. Already, had this haugh-
ty tyrant, enacted a code for the government of her
cenquered territory, and, like Xerxes, cast a chain up-
‘on the ocean, to gind the waves obedient to her will.
Europe, as if - spell.bound, moved only in the magic
circle prescribed by her. 1t was at this moment, that we
were called upon to wage a maritime war with this powerful
enemy. Never had victory been known to desert the British
mast; the world acknowledged her invincible at sea. Yet
‘with a few scattered vessels, we sought the conflict. ¢« We
‘niet the enemy, and they were ours!” The trident was
rescued from the grasp of an usurper,—~the assumed empire
of the waves was overthrown. In our astonishing success on
‘that element, God himself has proclaimed the justice of our
‘cause. % Never,” says an enlightened statesman,* ¢ had a
‘nation, when first obliged to engage in the defence of naval
'righits, by naval means, never had such a nation, the advan-
tages and successes of ours. The naval glory of other states
has risen by continued effort, and by slow gradation ; that of
the United States, almost without a dawn, has burst upon the
world, in ail the splendor of a-tropical day.”
~ The history of our naval conllicts,is repiete with incidents
of the most ‘interesting nature. Around ‘the brow of every
hero, the wreiith of victory is entwined, each however dis-
tinguished by seme appropriate emblem, which characterizes

the conllict,in which he subdued the enemy. The glory of




our country is formed of the aciiievements of her heroes, as
the rainbow, is composed of the various bright colers that give
it beauty. -
~ The ,grst laurel graced the brews of the modest Hurr.
His was more than a2 common triumph—it was the morning-
star of victory, the harbinger of a glorious day. The messen.
ger that informed us of the victory of Joxks, told us that he
was a eaptive.* Droa:or first brought into cur poris a
British frigate. BainBripcE rendered more glorious tiie
name of the « Constitution,” and reaped a rich harvest of
renown, in subduing a chosen vessel of the enemy. And how
enviable is the lot of WaRrrinGTON !~he defeated 2n equal
€nemy, and restored to his country her valued sous, not one
untold. Allk—all survived to receive the gratitude of their
‘country=—to share her rich rewards. In other conflicts, the
triumph of the hero, has been checked by the tear, that is
shed in honor of the heroic dead. The memory of a comrade
who expired by his side, must cast 2 shade over all his joy,
and mingle with every emotion of pleasure. But here ail
was transport—no sigh half supprest, checked ¢ the genial
current of the soul”—no private grief, darkened ti:e counte-
nance of patriotism. If the Romans were right, fellow-citi-
zens, in lg)es'towing the highest rewards on those who saved
the life of a citizen, what 310nors are due from Columbia to
her hero, who in an arduous conflict with a valiant enemy,
by his skill and courage preserved every citizen for ks
country! | |

Carolina, too can hoast of her sons. SruBRICK,has thrice
encountered, and thrice subdued the enemy; and the
gallant conduct of M<Cavr is distinguished from that of all
others in this, that notwithstanding the fall of his commander,
the heroic Burnrows, victory never once hovered over the
British flag though nailed to the mast. And we too, Gentle-
men of the 76 Association, can rejoice in the valor of our
brother, yet that joy is chastened by the tear that consecrates
the memory of the lamented Epwarps.* le was the com-

* As soon as Captain Jones had taken possession of the Frolic, 2-74
ho-v; in sight, and both vessels were tuken by her and carried to Ber-
-muda,

* Lieutenant John J. Edwards of this city, son of the late Major Ed-
wards. Commodore Perry in his official letter makes honorable mon.
tion of the services of Lieut, Edwards in the battle of lake Erie. An
elegant sword with suitable devices, prepared for him by the ’76 asso-
ciation, of which he was a mgmber, hiad just been conipleted, bug Le
did not live to reccive it. . ~
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ranion of PErry—he bled freely in the memorable battle of
the tenth of Septcmbbr. and wiile we were preparing for him
the oftering of love, death,the cruel spoiler came.and snatch-

ed him from_oux view. 1 et his fame 13 immortal—it is asso-
ciated with the batt'e of Lal e Erie.

In these conflicts how much precious blood has been shed,
how many heroes have been torn from the wishes and hopes
of their country! Among them the fate of ALLzx, is pecu-
Liarly entitled o svmpathy. He had already gained a name
in battle. A mystorv hangs about his fate, which time only
can reveal.* ‘That hie did his duty, no American can doubt.
We know that he feil in the cause of his countrv; we mus
lament however, that he should have falien among hiscnemies,
“by strangers honored and by sirangers mourned.”

America had just mtneased her fifth naval victory, when
she was called to register in tears a hero’s death. ~With a
noble daring known only to exalted souls, Lawrexce had
encountered a supenor enemy, in the presence of another
and equal foe. As the forked lightnings of heaven, rend the
fofty oak blasting in a moment its b*anchxng hono"s, so did

he thunder of our cannon, humbie the pride of Britain. The
mause of history, will with delight record of our LawrexcE.
that he lost more men in a noble effort o rescue the unfortu-
nate, than in the battle-storm. ¢ ’The sword of Fmgal was
never stained with the blood of the Vanqulshed—-'t never
pierced a falien foe.t” How bright the contrast with the con-
duct of the enemy. Kis steel is crimsoned by the blood of
the prlsoner—-he mvadcs the secarity of smep.n'r innocence,

and violates the sanctity of beauty’s tears,

LAWRENCE, on his retirn, was met by the love and grati-

* No official account has yet reached us of the circumstances attend-
ing the loss of the Argus. From soine hints which have appeared in
the English papers it is believed that her surrender was hastened if
not occasioned by the near approach of a ship of the line.

+ When the Peacock struck her colors she was in a sinking state, and
so great was the exertionused to save the crew,that nearly the whele of
them were preserved. 'When she sunk a few gallant Ammericans who
were sull engagea in the noble work went down with her.  The number
exceeded those lost inthe b.tttle But when the Cliesapeake was cup-
tured by tke Shannen, Lawrence’s crew were shot down aﬂer resistance
had ceased, avid “ Midsh- ‘pman Livingston, a small boy, (says an officer

of the nuvy in a letser 1o his friend,) was murdered w hile c! ingng to
the shouds”  When the schooner Asp was capturcd the official lctier
states that quarter was refuscd.
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