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AN ORATION.

THE path of glory, fellow citizens, has been once
trod by our nation. 'The hour cannot perhaps be better
employed’ than in contemplating that splendid path.—
I purpose. thercfore, to call your attention to a concise
Instdry of the military events of dur revolutionary ‘war.

The causes of that war will not enter into my plang
although these usually form a fruitful topic on occa-
sions of this kind, and . are calculated to excite much
p‘.m atic ardor Thcsc you had spread before you ina
concise and masterly form in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence which has been read with such interesting
propriety.*  The history Irropose will be merely of the
military events”as they occuired in the course of the
contest.

Events of this sort used’ in ancient times, to be reci-
ted at their festivals in exalted poetry.  Such was the

work of Homer, such the songs of Ossian. But Hani<
ble prose and true bistory, will be all I shall attempt.
I'shall class thié events distinctly” according to the years
i which they occurred ; and in most instances shall as-
sign the minor dates:

“An interest, besides that of the honor af our fatkers,
mzy be derived to this undertaking from the circum-
stance of our being in the commencement of another
struggle’ with the samé power. The past may throw
alight upon the momentous future, to snimate us in
any turn the war may take, to inspire confidence even i
the gloomiest circumstances, and urge us on to as glo-
rious a termination of this conflict as that which consign-
¢d cur fathers to immortal fame.

This audience, coming originally from all parts of
the wide extended scene of the revolutionary war, will
recollect as more or less familiar the events as they pass

——

*.The Declaration of Independence waa read by Josram Mr1cs, Bse.

ina 7;:” impressive manner, accompanied with impertant prefatory
Temarkg,




- severidl in cold blood.: -

. m.i"tted Some gets savorin ‘ 5;,503 oge . S ,
| King’ S stores and ‘dep@git?ug | 'g}t:::;y’ a8 seizing on the

in review : and of every one of them, some will be able
to say——*this took place in my vicinity, or the vicinity of

my father;—or, ‘of-that Twas an eye witness.” perhaps ast ¢ ) 1
‘an. actor-in ity’—or, * it was told me from my infancy, blood, b: ::' of their own necessity l:.bfxctr:lm poces
and I have seen the ground and the marks where the ex- deposited a¢ c;::;tg:?gi:ay' to demoy the .sm;!t:l:m

rd, that theBﬁtls re us

_ ploit was perfermed, —Perhaps some of you have seen
the very bones of the slain. e T
Hecre I beg Jeave to. offer an apology if any thing
_should be observed to be incorre<t, or if amy thing
should be whelly omited. 'The theatre of that war was
so extensive, the_occurrences were so_numerous, & our
time is so short to review them, that some things must
necessarily be passed in silence, nor ought it to be won-
dered if immaterial errors may- have crept”into the
minutés which have been collected. . ==
I will detain you but with one further remark,—that
my miniutes have been drawn as much from British ac.
~ counts as American, and therefore cannot justly be sus-
- pected of exaggeration on either side. 2
'To begin then with the recital. |
- Reconing from the first gun that was fired, the war
which terminated in our Independence, commenced in
. 1770. 'Then, on the 5th of March, the British regulars
fired on the people 6f Boston, killing and wounding

vughLexington, found .
_ The ’ -the militga of .
| ;f,di‘;“‘ the parade for muster; :]nlgg:tf-t e Place assem-
ing officer.  pg."8 eiF arins,  The By ot €083~
perse yo Tebelot Pitcairn, called out t o Coand-
Do y u rekh ! thrOdeY y 01 m’ "‘DIB',

md ordered his splgicy, dincharged-hi
_ CTOLRe. diers to e - D

. , g_to‘_ Cbr(r’-tbc destr: ’ ‘ , ’
e
o hese t Ings -ﬂeurfx‘:_f? tbecountryrom d tbe

m&é&tﬁf Americans nearly 100, - .
. blood. T Men, Gage S PB thus fully commencid, thie Hyicios
But this ha®een called a massacre, (the famous Bos- | age strongly fortified the town of Hoston :. ftish
ton massacre) because the Americans were not in arms crwar d'.a‘latge American foii oo i—and
to resist, no war having been declared, nor even then Moy, g0 R :
threatened. They were slaughtered like defenceless By p them : OI;XL’:’_ : "lo'” Tiver.  Gage dare d not
; 3 1 the ¢ Ge Ofblay .

- : *

cause both sides then came into hostile preparation aud
array, was five years afterwards. e
23 . | most bloody b
We shall therefore first consider y Dattles that o
THE MILITARY EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1775. dthe first attack . b
» but the America
N8 gave them so

The first blood that was spilt this year was on thej M a reception, that those Generals were o th
: 0 the

memorable 19th of April, at the town of Lexington,not
far from Boston, This might in a sense be called a mas-
sacre, although the Americans had by that time com- §

invested it,
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 feom th hips and ﬁ-\a?ing batteries compelled th«; :vomﬂy sueceded i getting 2 cansiderable. foece. from
‘ire from the shi O i ndigies of J m. T U R
S it R | b T by b s
valor. Much blood drenc 1000 men, among whom Without waiting fox',-ordr.rs;,.yeqt. with & handfu] of men,
The British lost no les';)-‘}:mnlloss 0;1 cur part was-about and attacked Montreal,-but was. d'e'feated,-takcn pris-
were many. officers. Herée the gallant Grv. WaRREw | oper and _Gcnt-tofEnglaadjn‘_nrons.- oy
half that number.—H ble firmupess, an eminent scholar Gen: Montgomﬁryttmk Chamblee and- laid siege to-
fell, a patriot of inflexible. ch to excite the country St Johns, POSItions near the north end of lake Cham.
and orator, who had fdg;;f?s‘;ion anc whom the coun- plain, and commanding at that time the ‘entranee into
toa just resistance of « R :

~ Canada, General Carlton, comi

" deeplythl}loqmeflo Col. Ethan Alien went wish 250 f Johas was defeate &, and the
About this time,” Col. Eith:

v I garrison surrendered con..

o Ticendesoga sisting of 500 regulars and 200 Canadians: o

men and took by surprize ‘hé' ﬁ?ré‘;;s V(')Sfarr::r took tﬁa;: | Geﬁ MOntgomexy ‘then advanced to Montreal apg
a: the head of lake ?ifgéham;;iﬁ,_which were very N took xxt-athh;cas'e,z-togcther‘wuh all the shipping in the
Of CrQW.npO‘nt on a - e - M t ur.hands - riveyr., S } . . ‘ 7 . A - .

- gallantactions, T'wo hundred c‘:l‘“;z:sf:lg.m %%en Allen . It was now the middle of November when our Gen.
with large stores and two d:g?eﬁho was surprizedin his | praceeﬂﬂds.towaiid‘s Quebec_.; To Co-operate in the ob-
was asked by the,ct_m,}maﬁ “demanded the fort—"I de- ject of taking that plface, Col. Arnold, with a body of
bed, by what authority he em tain hero “in the name. B 1100 men; undertook to penctrate the then unsettled
mand 1t” replied the 8{?“"-“%%?‘ tinental Congress.”— wilderness between it and the Province of Majpe, The - ;
of the g‘eatJ‘ehlovat:;cd‘f’thriﬁsh ear at that time.. hardships. ey suffered are indescribable : they were
This was new ang v

Sl.days in a perfect ~desert, in dn inclemen
: : - 1 ss to \ o ~ >
A Generalissimo was now .appomt(;td vzi‘fg‘;ﬁ; i was their do.gg’:imd leatbcr~nrorks were eaten for food ! Qpe
cominand the American al‘mlﬁ§3r (;'_‘;‘OCN yO(her Gen. u_rhole lelS!OI.I turned back,ﬂ. gﬂd many were sent .ba, ck
given for GEORGE WASHIL' we.re- Horatio B Sick. . A,.conslderablc. number: owever continued thyg®
eral officers apgoin‘ted at1 tha’& I;T; esLrs, }-'\i{TEMAS, :}?d the purpose of 3 Juncudgfwas effected. Much were
GATES I}’dj;lg:‘ g]:g;l:‘n:li, IsearL Purnam, Major [l e enemy surprised to see g org

€ issue out of the wils
. derness from the soyth ' |
igadi h Pomeroy, Richard Montgom-
Generals : Brigadiers, Set !

It is stated, that oy army after the }
L. Foseph Spencer, ’ - y J
- ter, William Heath, Yoseph Sp 800 men.  Of the 300¢ who marghed A
€rY, Duavid Woas Y 11 ‘athaniel Grees:- I men- : _ _ - . .
Fohn Thomas, 70/2‘:3 Su/::atﬁ,-eszv ere the first appoint- ;iizx(; Geg. tbi&ntgometry, some b::v:re left behind in gar.
tion these t;? ireg-eaetcsgntest "I'shall not observe the | °°%s; but the greater part
ments in tha ‘ |

t seaseon ;

ame so home.sick and
g "ere 50 loth to proceed, that the Gen. discharged them :
‘ 0 future. | and gent them back, € enemy’s garyison was 1500, ‘
me]: rule\\lfn *:ington repaired to the army near Boston e me e, |

e siege was prosecuted thro? the mont
and tcok the command in July, and it was

| . da, M day of that year, The
N . 000 m<n was sent to Cana 14y y y | \ 3 {

An Amiﬂf:]ansi"g fle ﬁf» ‘:m d Montgomery. The Brit- N e gellantry ; they peased the outer barriers and vicep.
P%dge?c?};:‘?m hadythere a small army ¢f regulars, and 7 seemed to smile; 3
ls L M 4 4 : ‘ ‘

part indeed pot into the town;
lsho unable at first to raise the militia & Indiaps, yet he ¥ by unhappy events daghed the Whole,w3 par; Tetreat-
a ; R ’ L ¥ . |

hof December,

—




g
ed, and those who were past retreat were made priso-
ners. 'T'he fall of Montgomery and the severe wound
of Arncld, produced this reverse, but for which it is
thought the place would have been carried."

The fall of GEx. MonTGoMERY was a subject of uni-
versal regret, not only to his country, but even to the
enemy. He wasbrave,-and he was benevolent, beloved
and admired by all>

. Perhaps there was néver a greater exhibition of tru-

“ly heroic virtues than in that inhospitable clime on that
occasion. Bravery atd fumanity appeared to vie with
each other. "The former as displayed by the Generals
ch both sides, and by Arnold, Campbell, Mcigs, Mor-
gan, M’Pherson, was like the rigtl rocks en which they
tought ;—while, unlike the frosty region, their manly
souls melted with human kindness, to a degree rarely
known among warriors in any clime.—When the acts-
of prowess had ceased, Carlton took the hand of the dy-
ing Montgomery and consoled him like" a brother :<he
gave him an honorble interment, and he treated the pris-
oners and wounded with paternal kindness. Montgom-
ery had shewed similar lenity at Montreal, and wherev-
er he had passed. -

Lord Dunmore, governor of Virginia, retired this year
ot board the British shipping, with many blacks te whom
he proclaimed freedom, and carried on a predatory war-
fare against the people he had governed. He burnt
Norfolk under cover of the British fleet.

'The Governors of North and South Carolina beha-
ved much in the same imanncr, and were expelled by
their people. ~

At the end of the year 1775, Britain beheld the
whole of her 13 colonies united among themselves and

cngaged against her in open hostility.—We shall now

consider
THE MILITARY EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1776.

Gen. Washington, on the 2d ot March, opened for-
midable batteries upon the British in Boston. Upon
this they evacuated the town and sailed to Halifax, car-

9

rying with them' 2000 of the mhabitants who were fo-

Iics.

As the British government had now outlawed the A
mericans, declaring us rebely and had: engaged fore x;
mercenaries (the Hessizns) to fight against us, Conpr Es
proceeded on the 4th day of July--(tbmorru‘.; 37 yéa;a)
—1n a solemn and formal manner to declare the 18 a1
ited colonies, FREE & INDEPENDENT STATLS.

:”&. large force came over from Eungland to Canada
making thc:rr strength iv that quarter now about 12 OOO’
regulars.—'They sct out i pursuit of the flving Americ
cans and overtook them at Sorcl, 150 milcs on this side
of. Quehec, A. party of 200 of our troops under Gen,.
’lnompson, having wissed their Way, were made riso:
ners, with their general.  The rest made good-thc:l;r res
treat with the cannon.- The British foand Chainblee
and- St. Johns in ruins.—~Thys was Canada evacuated:
by the American forces. Gen. Sullivan acted.a distin~
guisned part in conducting this retreat.

InN. Carolina, by the influence of the late governer, 2
banditti in the back settlements was raised; .who 'call,*d
themselves Regulators  and declared for the British L
lﬁi’)outbﬁl(){)O' crpbod.?cd under a Col B’I"Dbnald-, but w;;;
SOI(j(C)r?y,i{i c‘:u I pleces by Gen. Moore with a force of

The British, under Sjr Henry Clinton and §jr Peter
Parker, attcinpted the taking of Charlesten S, (., with a-
bout. 3000-laad forces "Their attack on Sullivan’s Js)-
and in Charleston harbor was met by a garrison of 400
mes, wmder Col, Moultrie, with incrediple vigor and the:
oo signal success,  Their land forces were com;.::ellf—'d"
Wre-stiip, and they slipped the'r cables in the night and.
Si:llg(} for N. York, without effccting any thing, s i

I‘\'c'w-Yurk, from its peeouliar sleaation, as well as preat.
Wealth and commerdial imporance, was now n‘mgde‘a‘.
lpz lgcmal ohject v tne v2»my. Their grand fleet under
I'(}r Howe, with the lund 1prces under his brother Gen, .
, lﬂwg,‘ came up about the middle of July, & first made
' acding on Staten Island. I, Auguet they landed a
4rge dorce on Long Island, where a considerable army-.



PO (S U U FW Y v o=

L 10 _.
of Americans were stationed, under Generals Patnam,

Sullivan and lord Sterling. A very fierce and bloody
conflict took place, 1n which the Americans lost upwards
6f 1000 men. Sullivan and Steiling were made priso-
ners, and the greatest generalship was necessary to save
thearmy from complete destruction. But Washington
vras not far off, and Providence interfcred by casting a’
thick mist between our retreating army and the enemy.
<-This memorable battle of Long Island took place on
the 27th of August, in the night of which 6ur exhausted:
forces, silently crossed upon York Island, without fur-
ther loss, except of some cannon, which it was necessa-’
1y to abandon,

_ THe British now. set about reducing the city of New-
York.- Ourbattesies near it were silenced by the fire
from the shipping; and the enemy effected a landing a~
bout three miles'above, frcm the east riverside. A parg
of that great city was laid in ashes;” Our main force
was_at the north- end; of the Eland, but some had re<
mained in and near the city, who in'marching up had ve-
ry sharp skirmishing with the enemy. "The whole of
our force was at length concentrated, and the British
wished to bring on a general engagement ; but -General
Washington, from proper motives, resolved to avoid it
at that timé. He only undertook occasicnal fighting.

Haerlem Heights was the scene of one of these actions.’

The enemy, finding he could not be drawn out, left
a strotig force at N. York, and s_ailihg up East river,
landed at Westchester. Gen. Washington' extended
lis army so as'to keep oppsoite to them in their progress.
A part of the two armies” came in contact at the White
plains, where an irregular, but severe action was fcught,
in which the eneniy got' the advantage. No improve-
ment, -however, was made of thé victory; and General
Howe returned to reduée some fortresses near N. York.
Fort Washington on York Istand was takéen, with 2000
- prisoners : and Fort Leée on the Jersey shore fell into
their hands, but the garrison escaped. N

New Jersey was now overrun, and the British made

it their main quarters. The inhabitants suffered great-

T Ty

11

ly. Many bold deeds were performed by the militia of

that state,—such as would not have been a disgrace to
the Greeks in their best days.

Sir H. Clintoa sailed to Rhode Island and made him.
sclf master of it. 'The little American fleet under Com-
modore Honkips,was obliged to run up Providence riv-
er and lie there useless. -

At the northward, Gen: Burgoyne crossed lake Cham-
plain in October, and the Americans retreated from
Crown-point to "Piconderoga. Qur naval force om that
lake, after a great deal of skilful maneuvering and some
bold fighting, chiefly under Col- Arnald, was wholly
destroyed. But the British thought proper to go back
into Canada for winter-quarters. :

Gen. Lee, having imprudently taken up his lodgings
ata private house in N. Jerscy, was made a prison-
er. | |
The American army was at this time reduced ex-
tremcly low. Epidemic sickness, captures by the ene-
my, some desertion, byt chicfly the expiring of enlist-
ments, produced this effcct. Out of 25,000,who took
the field at the opening of the campaign this year, scarce-
ly 3000 now remained.—This was one of the dark pe-
riods of America.

But towards the close of the year, Gen. Washington,
who was now in Penns)lvania, weak as he was, conceiv-
ed the bold design of attacking the British in their win-
ter quarters in N. Jcrsey. He commenced with a body
of Hessians at 'Prenton, whom, on the 25:th of Decem-
ber, he surprized in 2 most masterly manner, and took
more than 9Q0 prisoners, . .

When the Bruish marched to Trenton, he took a cir-
cuitous route to Princeton, where he enguged and routed
three regiments of the enemy, killing 60, and making -
prisoncrs of 300. He lost but fuw men ,—~among thcm,
however, was the hrave Gen. N ERErR,w huse fall de-
tracted fiom the jov of the atchdivements, and wis 3
subj-ct of national recret.—These cxploits of our Gen-
eral raised the drooping hopes of his country, sud prubgs

- bly saved the Amcrican causce
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“The British abandoned Trenfon and retired to Bruns.
wick. Gen. Washington retired to Morristown.—Thus
closed that important year.——We are next to pass in re-
VIEW

THE MILATARY EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1777,

. In the spriag of this year the British concentrated their
forces again at N. York, and copmenced a predatory
warfare, making excursions to destroy magazines, bura
.towns, and gathcr provisivns and plunder. The stores at
Peckskill, 50 miles above New-York, were destroyed.
A beautiful Dutch settlement at Kingston was burnt.—
The stores at Danbury
ed and the town laid in ashes.

The latter place being from 30 to 40 miles}in the
country, in their retreatto their shipping, the British
were extremicly harrassed by the Americans under Gen.
crals Wooster and Arnold, loosing in killed more than
200 men. and numbers were captured. Among the
slain on our part was the intrepid Gen. WoosTER, an
experienced officer, much valued and whose death ex-
cited general regret, - '

In our turn a party of about 100 men, under.the en-.

terprising Col. Meigs (the same who distinguished him-
sclf at Quebec®) crossed suddenly in-whale-boats to
Sag-harbor, Long Island, and destroyed the British

stores there, burning 13 of their vessels and capturing

or killing all who defended the place.
About this time, the British Gen. Prescot was sur-
prized and made a prisoner at Rhode Island, much in
the same manner as our Gen. Lee had been last year
in N. Jersey, ‘ -
Philadelphia now becarae an object 1o the enemy.—
But not daring to pass through Jersey, they took their
army on board of shipping and sailed, on the 12th of Ju-
ly. around to Chesapeake bay. 'They had 36 batalions
of foot, a regiment of cavalry, and a body of N. York to-
rics, ia all about 16,000 men. These were landed at
the Head . Flk, |
. " ¥ho 1 the father of the present govermar o Ohéo,

g

in Connecticut were demolish-.

13
Gen. Washirigton hastened to mect them, and on the
11th of September came on the bloadsary/, of Brand,-
wine. 'This was a strenuous corflict; iz was fought ‘tyo
save the then capital of the U. €tates and t. keep tge en-
emy from gaining -another important ficikold in the
country. But the British won the day, lo(is':ng lorev-
er,600 ?f thci,lj troops s our loss was near 120°). ..T‘hc:.:':n-
::3,1- ?su}igng;fc‘felphxa, .and Gen. Washingion retired
Soon_ .aftcgwax.'ds, the battle of Germantoisn took place
near l?hlladelphla_. This also was a hard Tou')ht'a(;;ion
and in"the commencement victory seemed tobincline in,
- our favor, but some unlucky accidents tusaed the scale
and our forees were obliged to retreat, which they dli‘;i
in good order.  Qur loss was 200 killed, 500 wounded
and 400 prisoners. Among our slain was Gey. N s,
The enemy lost 70 kiiled (among whom was their Gcn.
Agnew? and they had 450 wounded a2d.prisoners. .
_Th‘ese, my friends, were times which tried mez’s souls;
—and what, after loosing two such batiles n qulck sr’c-’ ‘
cession, must the feelings of the soul of Washingtun h';vc
been’. on whom 50 much responsibility rested ! |
The British now brought round their shir:pin into
the Delawaré river, They landed Ciunt Dwﬂog with
£0CO men on the Jersey side, to astack the rcdfﬁr-!)t‘;t
R—:d‘bank. They were gallandy repulsid and oo r. "-z-»d’
by Col. Greene, and the Count mortall» wourged yes
made prisoner, | S e
Mud Island was bravely defended under Col. Smith
but was evacuated.—Fort Mifilic too was as v sorously
defend.ed, but could rot be held.—The gax*résongé‘t p:d):
ank.-v{a‘s withdrawn.— And thus the Brizich rcm.‘:i;)ed
n;;met possession of Philadelphia and the Pclaware,
o the faortb, things began to wear a more cheeriss
wpect, alcho” for a co:siderable time, they had aided to
i¢ gloom of the disasters in the south, and struck dis
W Into the country. o 5-
Mg:l:i.o Bur{goyne, at the head of 7070 choice troeps,
wn from Canada, with the intntion of cutiing

‘ontinent in tivo, by weparating the easicrnstates frum
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those below the I{ud_son.--Colo 8t. Leger, assisted by
Sir Joho Johnson, was to descend by the Mohawk river
a_nd joia Burgoyne about All)an}’. With these many I:.-
dians were engaged. "The British were eventually to

sail up the Hudson to favor the enterprize.
Gen. Burgoyne after crossing lake Champlain, besie-
ged Ticonderoga, where our garrison was 6000 strong

under Gen. St. Clair. This was on the 5th of July.—

The Americans, probably with a view to draw on the
_ y to his ruin, made a retreat across lake George to
Skenesborough. Phe British pursued, and an action
was fought at that place, 10 which the lass was considera-
ble on both sides- . :
‘At the end of July, Gen Burgoyne, after incredible
labor 1 co_nstmcting roads and bridges for his armv, ar:
arived before Kort Edward, Here he fourd General
Schuyler, joined by Gen. St. Clair.—Butthe Americans
continued ‘their policy of retrcating,__left Fort Fdward

and made head-quarters at Saratoga. Thither the mili-
rters.—Gen. Arnold, hearing

tia poured 10 from all qua
of St. Leger’s moyemenis, stationed himself at Stillwa-

ter. ,

Col. St. Leger besiezed Fort Stanwix,¥ high up on
the Mokawk, at the communication with the waters of
Ontario.—On the 6th of August, as 2 supply of provi-
sions, with 900 men under Gen. Herkimer, were pro-
ceeding to the relief of that garrison and had arrived
within a few miles of it, Sir John Johnson, with a strong
detachment of British and Indians, astacked and wholly
defeated them. This was a most sanguipary cenflicts
T'o use the words of a writer 1n speaking © it,—*The
strife of the warriors was cruel ! they rushed upon each
other as the streams from the mountains !—their coun
tenances were dark and gloomy as the clouds from the
south in the heat of summer, when the earih is parched
with heat { "—GEN. HERKIMER Was slain, with on¢ hal

of his men,—200 were made prisoners,g-thc small re-
mainder dispersed.
Gen. Arnold, however,
Indians with reports 0
"% Now Rome in the atate of New York,

found means of. terrifying the -
f his advancing, which caused -
e A

heir desertion ; i5
esertion ;—and this rui ..
“Plthchswge o e 3 uined St. Leger,—-he broke
~ In the mean time, Gen. Bur
. . goyne haste
the Americans between two fires (as he sﬁcd on to take
pe::lt‘m_g to imlte with St Leger at Albany pposed) ex-
ty O? ;(l)lgp nr himself with provisions, he detached a pa
s at Ba:n.undcl_' Col. Baum to take -tne Amerﬁ: rn.
o iate] d~' nington. A second detachment was i o
with h}f ispatched, who joined him. Col. Bi ——
i ba ; ird dgtaghment, was sent to su 0;‘t ‘,’{:yman?
tia attzoéedthelr-]“"“ion’ Gen. ';Stér‘ké-"}\)v?ifﬁ _il(t)()e oy
hr, m o 3 901' Baum, and kiiled or t(;ok all his i
e f?; te?ln alil;vec.i the same day, and was attacl:f:lc)lan);i'.~
America;n this celebrated baitle of Bennington arl: :
250 drago'ont?kfd brass ficld .p.iecei, 12 brasf drm:n:-'
.Prisonera.--ox-olo:s’.? a;ng!umnon waggons, and 700
men. y including wounded, was but 100
Gen. Burgrovpe cr

boat: Zb?u‘:rglf yoe. crossed the Hadson on a bridge of
advansed ande middle of September. On the 19t§ h
nder Ger Gattacked the Americans at Stillwater I,XOI:
fought-acti . Gnates. T.he battle gf Stillwater was a, well
s 500 .gn and terminated in Our favor,—the enex‘;j

zien-—we 320. The Indi e
BLEE;OY ne, now deserted him. B who were with
. 1; :;t:u;[twn having becgri_iejeﬁﬂénﬁy critical, great
America o -to prevent his retreat into Canada’ gT}?
tion iélgigattlil‘c‘ Ko s ot wing, and Qi much execi-
v '. ‘. ls ‘SCCOD in CO , 3 ' E “
Th : mmand, Gen. —
Se‘flflen?.etuous Arnold assaulted his \;ery cami‘ rﬁzir
Wasythe) wounded, :.md; his men retired.— y at‘j a;
Fere P;t;rcilade‘on his right wing, where the IIess;;x;s
T e o e

en.— By this ti i i
dec(lj of 'thc cnemy were ab}:)ut 12101101? the slain and woun-
Pm\r?sti ;(; SI ogx of gctober, finding he had but three days
wition. ri‘bi:n‘;asu:iggo.‘“:lebP‘,'O(EQsed, a treaty for capit-
) L ned by Gen. Grates
- Lhe prisovers amounted to 5800. The train of an
y was a-great acquisition to our sefvicé, consisti?é
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- Count d"Estaing, with a French fleet, arrived .
of Virginia in the beginning of July?. Hee‘z,:::,tg';ftm
troops. They were ordered to Rhode Island 10 co-operate.
by sea In Its re-capture, but a heavy gale obliged them t:'
put into Boeton:—Gen. Sullivan made a descent on the Jal.
and with 10,000 men, but disappointed of the French cg.op..

m’f'l;x,niﬂh: .C;ime (:]ﬂ' and without much loss; P
3 f 'tls !na e several minor ek edi e AR . :
Ku‘zzardfs bay in New Englamd, where tge"y g:::r;vegnic:?-
sels and .sto_res;-(me t'O_Martha’é Vinc}iat d fron; whence:
they carried off 2000-sheep and 300 Head o ence
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of 42 pieces. -The muskets were 4647 —cartridges
6000 dozens.—The number of Americans who assisted
on that occasion, were various at diffcrent periods, but
never move than 13C00: | )
Sir H. Clinton sailed up the Hudson and destroyed
Forts. Montgomery, Clinton and Constitution. He ru-
ined a Cheveaux-de-frise, stretched across the river,
which had cost our govercment 70,000 pounds sterling.
Esopus was burnt by him.  But these successes were
of no avail, after the surrender of Burgoyne. '

This year, dark as some parts of it bad been, closed
with great promise of success. to our cause. We pro-
ceed to '

THE MILITARY EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1778.

The treaty of alliance with Franc® was signed this
year on the 6:h of Februarye.

On the 10th of June, Sir H. Clinton thought proper
to evacuate Philadelphia. At Monmouth in N. Jersey,
a battle was fought on the 27th of June, between a part
of the forces of each army. 'The dattle of Monmnouth,
tho’ partial, was exceedingly severe. It was fought a-
midst clouds of dast, and extreme heat, by whicii ma-
ny perished.  'They furiously sought the streams to
quench their thirst, and lying down to them many nev-
er rose again. The greatest emulation was inspired un-
der the immediate eye of Washington, whose talents
and exertions were all required, and the more so for
the misbehaviour of his principal Gen., Lee. It was
thought this General who had been a competitor with
‘Washington: for the chief command, intended to bring
disgrace on his rival, by a defeat, similar to what had
happened in the recent affairs of Brandywine and Ger-
mantown. It has been remarked, that this was the on-
ly occasion when a profane oath was heard from the
mouth of Washington. In the heat, on meeting with
Lee, he charged him by his Maker, that he was a trai-
tor,—and instantly ordered him into arrest.—Lee was
never again restored.—But the battle issued prosperous-
ly, and the enemy were defeated with the loss of 300
men. 'The British went to N. York, and Gen, Wash-
ington oved towards the Hudson,

ey carrie 20 _ Kead of cattle ;—one:
up the Hudson, where they cit in pieses a regimenf of c!:;?
alry, ealled Washingion’s light horse ;<~ome to Litte Egg

harbor in N.. ' ‘the '
e ritself.- Jersey, where they barnt many vessels and the

In December, ark armantent from N, York ’
; F 3 om N. York proceeded to:
the coa -t of qurg;i, and tosk Savannah. T!l:at atatce w;:-
ﬁdug;.ed by the enemy in 10 days.—The conquest of the.
ﬂ,ar;: ";’_as.w“ nex: projected. The tories in that quarter,
f ::)sb :d ie\;xth-gle_ sll:ccess in Georgia, openly turned out and’3
: - _Dut they were attacked by their own -
meay-and half oif them destroyed. Tl’:éy were hémf:c;l n;':{i'
shot like b-asts in their dens. The residue fied into-Geor-
gia and joined the British. |
The operations of this year ot very considérabio e
We pouren year were not very comsiderable,ww

THE MILITARY EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1779..
A warm engagement took place: on Gth of
er : place; on the 30th of
whaﬁxh':‘; ;& fnar"s- creek, up the Sav’annah river,—in:
hich’ 300- Americans were killed or nany
ach 30X illed or taken, and many
The.Bntn_sh,-und’er Gen: Prevost, madé anothier at.
gmpt to-take Charleston 8. C. but were Prevented by
enerals L;ncoli.l and Moultrie, who compelled them to
:’;tu‘e to: the neighbouring isiands.. 'The progress of
de enemy of this occasion was marked by the most in..
écent conduct to the inhabitants. | |
They then proceeded to the aid of Savannah, which

Was threatened by the French at sea & the
: ) the Americans
:Yand. An united assault of the Americans :x::l ? rl:e?:{x
% made on the place, but failed and 1200 were killed
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and wounded on our side;: A celebrated Polander in
our service, CounT Puraski, fell on this occasion. The
. French retreated to their shipping, and the Awericans
into Carolina, »

Sir George Collier led an expedition by sea against
Portsmouth m Virginia, where he burnt 120 vesscls;
and carried off 20 with great  quantity of stores.—An
other expedition was made ap the Hudson, and the new
fortress atStoney-point fell into the encmy’s hands. One
on Verplanks neck was also taken. |

And now a burning expedition was made under gov.
"Tryon, through the sound into.Counecticut.
was landed at New-Haven, which destroyed the batte-
ries, and burnt part cf the town. They then siailed to
the pleasant town of Fairfield, which they laid in ashes,
'The beautiful town of Norwalk shared the same fute,

~ Gen. Washington resolved to re-take Stoney point,—

'The gallant Gen. Wayne was selected for this service.

With a chosen band he advanced without seige or bat-
terv, and Storrﬁea' & took the fortress in a few minutes,
killing many and making 500 prisoners. Danger on
that occasion .was regarded as nothing.  The opposing
weapons of war were accounted as straws. Never
perhaps was there a greater display of heroism. An
Ajax or a Hector, never performed a more courage-
ous feat. | S . i ]

'The Indians, joined by some royalists, made an ir-
ruption upon the back settlements of Pennsylvania, and
destroyed Wyoming. Brandt and Butler headed this
attack, and the greatest cruelties were committed.
"T'he men generally were butchercd or burnt alive, with
‘most of the women and children, | :

Gen, Sullivan was sent into the Indian country to
punish their barbarity. He killed many—the rest fled
before him. 'Their villages he desolated and reduced
them to great distress by destroying their provisions. -

Near the end of this year, Sir H. Clinton sailed from
N. York with a large force, determined on taking Char-

leston 8, C.—Bad weather crippled his ships, and he -

waus obliged to put into Savannah to refit,

A force

Th ded th 1y )

us ended the operations of ‘vear wh?

those of the past, were not many, that year, which, lite
We shall now advertto .- L

. THE MILITARY EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1780,
Chflf ItI. Clinton, havzng refitted his shipe, sailed into"

rleston harbor on the 20th of March; and- on 29tk
landed his troops upon the neck. By the gth oan t'l-
their guns were mounted for the siege, within 800 yalrjcrlls:-

. of the American works,

célTl:le tlo’.wn was summoned to surrender. Gen, Lin~
: n declared his intention to defend i, His troops were~
ew : ; ] -

W: many he had expected were intercepted by lord:

Cornwallis and Co}. * ‘
orher places.an C({?. Tarleton who had been landed in-

. glﬁrzhnedi fth Cof April the town was again summoned’
wticlon noET: hren. meolg now thoughi proper to offer
B th; 'oirt ; ;v wererejected. When the assault was.
ok Szer; 0{-‘ cing made other articles were offered,
o possessfwve}}md onthe 4th of May, and the enemy
<P sion o the town.” Only about 200 continen«
_oops. Were captured, with 5:or 6000 militja.
andEarl)(rl in th;s year the British evacuated Rhode.-I4[-
» And on the 10th of July another French fleet arri-

véd there , with 6000 troo
e _ ps underGeneral Rochambeay,
The British at New-York were about sailing to att:élk'

~ them, when General Washington rapidly crossed the

Hudson with12,0
: Fy as}ge t'he,d(e)?i ;nnc;n,and the enemy thought proper
*en. Koyphausen with 7000 of the enemy ed
New Jersey and much vigorous skirmishing t)'c;olfntg;;eed
gregtly to the credit of the militia of that state.p At
pringhield bridge, 170 Americans withstood the epe.
:ny ls whole force—but were obliged to retire at last, af.
her osing 37 men. 'This noble stand would have (ione
honor to Leonidas and his 300 Spartans.  After bur
mgi Springfield, the enemy returncd to New York. a
n Bouth Carolina, Lord Cornwallis, on the 16th of

August, obtained a victory over Gen. Gates at Camdep

Lhe battle of Camdenwas hard fought, tho’ it was thought















