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OR i\. TIO~. 

li'AT'HERS ~ .. B,RETfJREN, 

l' COr~GRATULATE j'CU nn '(~le 31ri\ya 1 nf fl

llother of our anni\'ersaries, on \\r hich \\Te j '"'yhJlI)' m;J ~t t I) ~., t !l
er, tn cornmenlorate and celebrate th~ hirth-dci)' or (lur !i{lf.'''~}' 
and independence. tfhirty-six yrars, the S011S :lud dr.ughters: 
of Colwmbia, have thus, "'ithjoyful ffet, rallied around aur 
glGrious standard of ljherty and freedom ; \vhile th~ir loud hOu 
sanIlas to thf:ir excellent Heuefactor, h.a.~e echoed tJlrough the 
ctherial blue. In these interviews, aur friendly so~,s have 
plidged th(lmselves, to hold in e\'erlasting rememt'lrance the 
blaod and patriotism of aur fathers and bretIlren, Y.hich have 
troddtl1 the ""rine-press of the \vrath of haughty tyrants, who 
'lnvaded this Ile\v world, in her infantile bloom. 

Bretilren, I greatly regrEt, that on this exalted '~ccasif)nJ on 
tbis critical momentous.period, you had nC)t selected some a· 
bIer talent to. hav.e addrf'sscd you; yet I 110pe it \vill not be 
deenled flattering, shouJ.d I profess as wa-rm attachedness to 
nlY be!Qved countr y a od her blond bought pri'i]ilegeø, as my 
nlost exaJted brethrej]. And although tlle historian, the schol .. 
ar, and the orator nlay not'be highly f.tertained·; yet I hope 
the younger"nnd more unenJightened sons and daughtt'rs of 
Colunlbia, may grliH SOlne advantage. 

J ,ln1 sensible !ny abi1ities and advantages \vilt'not admit of 
nlY unravelliHg th(:' notl)1 maze of history or polities; yet the 
school or experier~ce hath tallght Ille the satanical scLl~me of 
oppres~ionJ and the heavenly genius of 11berty anå freedom: 
t~erefore, {he principal part of\vhat lshall bring to vicw, in. 
thi" d !SCOUfSe, is \\1 ha 1 the AOlerican shool of cxperience hath 
t3.l!~ht Dl':. J~ltbou6h I may gInnee a thought at \\'hat our 
fat~lers have tDld U$, keeping in ,-ie\v, thlOUgh the discourse, 
tbe? \VOrdR ()f our Savior-" ("al~ yc 1:ot di,ccrn tllc signs oj' 
.the times .2" 

S a c l (~, cl il i ~; ter y info r rn ~ 11 s, 1 L ~.! t ~ o o 11 ti ft ert 11 e fl r s i Il tI al a n 
dOL~i('f), v\:as ~·L·tl1(}u. fJll thj~) thcarre. a~1 a\Vru! u~urper, \vith hor .. 



tid strides,. front th'e inferIlal world, in \'uded tllei r right!, \vltli 
å tyrann'ieal and ~rue) desigl~ to enslave and desfroy thein; 
and, alas, he too far succeeded. ,lJere, ,ve may see the otigin 
()f tyranny and despb'tism ; and~ fr6rn.thenrle all llaughty ty
tanta rnay trace their genealogy. The nUlnan capti\'e soon 
partook of his contagous breath, and it gendered' in them, all' 

enviousl graspin(~" t)'rannical sp!rit; and they 30011' proved 
th~mselves to be the legitimate cbilctren of the fathf:r of op-. 
presslon .. 

Could a true history of all' the tyr'tiony and oppressibn' tbaf 
bath been exercised, from that time to the present, be laid be. 
fore us,~ it \vould make our knees smite together like Belta ... 
shazzar's. Much of the firstfour thousand )'car~ lftlme, 2 great 
part of the inhabit allts' of thp ,"orld' \,"er e utmost" deluged in ig~ 
Dorallce,:slavery and despot1sm.' At lengtll'the great; sun of 
liber-ty arose in- the c'htambers of the east, and brougt1t to light 
the gloriot1~ sJ·stern of civil and ecclesiastical liberty and free .. 
dom; fl speeimen of which is as follows : " Love to God and 
good te:ill to men-.;do to ot!1~rs as we '[vould' t.~at tlzey sliould 
do unto 'Us' ;" or it may be br iefly comprehended in thesc 
"'ords :. " Deal just ly, lo1Je 17zercy, and 'tt'alk humbly tvith thy 
6od." It d'~mands univetsal benevolenee ; arid its end is uni
versal peace. This sy~tem originated in the grand council of 
the universe, and the signa'ture of the great Arblter of hea,·cn. 
and earrh is affixed fo it; it thunders \\:"ith all the a~t,llery or 
hea'\iell against all humall nl0narch)', anarchy or tyranny and 
t1espoti~Jn. This is the stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, \vhich \villnot cease to roll until it ans ground every 
tyrant to po\vder. ,t Can ye fJOt discern the signs of the' 
times .ttr;, 

Soon ufter tbis mOining aa\vn~d', the tyrants of cnrth and; 
hell combined together, and used thejr grcatest exert'iO}lS tO' 

)lut out this l1ea vellly light. Imperial R()lne, "'itil unreJnitting 
struggles,. strove to fasten on the D€cl{ of the \vorld the ruggcd 
chains of tyranny; until the ilnnlortal Constantine, guided by 
th~ rays of -l!ght, clnitted from the SUll of libert)', burst the sa ... 
tanical chains from the necl~ of the oppressed. Ilere the afort
l1lentioned storle rolled and \\"ounded the dragon. Bnt soon 
iinperial !{Oll1C gave his po\\'cr to the brast (Papal Rome)
then it ~et nl~d the bot lOl~11ess pit \-vas opened, and the sn10ke 
of de~poti!~n-J anu pl)rsecution arose lil{e elouds to fhe skifS, and 
gre a t l Y e I~ 1 i p spd the l j g ~ l tor li ber ty a n c! fr e e cl om. In t his cl a r Jr 
lilght, the church and state forlned a coalition, and con11nitted 
rornicat!~Jnj aud urought forth tllat mJnster, called in ~CI ir-tur!l, 



the man Ol SIN; for, in the eight,tl ce'ntur)", tfj~ p"pe b(,c!~:,'~ 
so,rf€ign,. of church and state. ~ H~re the t\,·o \\'itlll'8:'("~ (i, f' ) 

civil and tccle$iastical y."~re ~lain; bu. J t 113 fl !(~ he to G ')d, t ilL ,/ 
never could be totall)" buripd~ fIerl~, h~ld "'e ti:ll\! t() ~ur\' ,I) 
that long night of eighIt hun(lrl~d yea:r~, v:e shou!,l di'CLrn b,~:~ 
fe\v traces ofliberty or freedorn. Americ'an~, ShJJJ(lr at i~l,_J 
'first attempt of a coalitiol1 of (,h'u'r~h and ~'t(lt~. 
. Again the icit'nce of lib~lrty IDa'de a ~loriou,~ ad\';)'1CP j'n the 
fore part of t,he sixtetnth century ; \vhen L,; rIII~It, thnt bri~. 
liant star arosc, he uur$t frool the (I ~ rk erl v l~rns of P~)pjsll l,;n o· 
rance and slaver)', and tJre the veil a\va,\'. Ill' \va~ ;tn!ned.
åtc1y follo\vcd by man)' \'Vl-.rthy ~ons of light; by "'11ich Inl'alA~ 
the easti~111 world ,V.tS tn'!C'l" iLunl!U tt ld. ·r~lis ~tirrt»J uti th(~ 
wrath of Rome and Hill; and frtHn tl~at ti'l,e until our f(ir(;. 

fatbert flcd to Anlerica, a dr~aJful ~trugAle bt.lt\\'ct:n t)'ran!J.v 
and liberty couscrl the eartij to quake. 'fhpn, iu a fu\v j'~ar~, 
six hundred thousand (mostly b&ptr,t~) pttrishcj. Soan &flt-r, 
i!,'e or s~.x hundred thou~and, n)o~tJ.V rr('tl!:~t31Jts, flt'd fronJ the 
Netherlands to ctht'r couutri~~; 'lO s~ck 311 as)'lUl11, \\'hl6 ti:' t~ltay 
might re~t secure from thE' tt~ ll'pt- st of tj'rtt nu}'. During th08t! 

dreadrul persecutions} i~ iaa srtid nbout one luil1ioll of i'rotebtaijt~ 
wt:re massacret·ci in f.'rauce. And ln the J'car 16~11J or ahoat 
that tilne, bet\vceIJ t\\'"o adr{ tl1reL' hnnJred thousand prote,. 
tnnts \\gere slain in lreland, hy th() hands of t)'rants. O! hO\\9 

the, c S 11 ff er i 11 g 11 i c tim s lon gr d for the j ~ ~) ert)' ~.J n d fr ~.: {! cl o III \ v h j c :) 
\~,te enjoy. Jll 16R3, the ,·nost horri<1 at tt~rllpts \\'l)re 111aJt! by 
James second, ofEug!aud, and Le\\·j~ fourtt'ent!l, of France, t\) 
extingui'~h the light of lib~ ;,ty aud frt'edoln fron, the cartb.---
A~ain t he ~ata !lical attt;a mpt \'Va S Jll;tde iu 13 rit;lin, in t he )'C~l r 
l 71 ~1, but sorne\\' ha tinte rrupted b)' t!te SC~lSO,l(\ble dCA l il of 
Queen Anne, and the (lcc~~:,ion of the fanlily of II~1!10\'er.-
But it \vas tht flalnes of tllis heat ed furnact', that dr,)\'c our 
to re ra the r' s fr O fn t Il l' i r nl o til e r \~ o u 11 t )" y, U 1) P rot t' C t ~d, t o se l' k a fl 
asyluffi in this fl('\V \\'orld, \\ hich \Vtlti thell a 110\\'ling \\'i!jL';' 

ness and a den of sa\'ages. 
F~llo\\' .. citiztn~, the forcgol11g remnrks ?re deS!~'l('d to gtt"e 

YOll a s!{etch of the oribiu and progrlJss oft}"r~nn)' nnd de3pl_-. 
tisnl. 'Ve no\v come tJ the :\.,nerican tl"p~ri;11(;ut,il ~ch,)'Jl. 

i\fter Dur f~)refathers had cmcrged to this h.)\,\'lin~ \\'ild,/rne~sJ 
n 11 d pa ss ed u 1] der the b 1. c k c lo li d u f fa (TJ i nr, a fl d t: 11 ti li red t h t~ r a ~ e 
~f savages and ten tho~lSal1d nanlcIl'ss hard~~hip~, thl~Y b~gr.ll 
to dr'lll, of the cup of p!?ace ilnd prosperit.y. But O! \vith 
(;verJastiug Ianlentn tion III t it ue sa id, that th;}t rreed01l1-d~
'!troying ~pirit, that c03!itio:l of cbu:·c~ al~d stat~, wr.~~h has 



3'}vVa)'s been Satan's engine against true liberty, dn.nget'ousl, 
infected our rising colorlie'~ ; and rcJigious bigotry, t.yr1nny· 
and usurpation, made horrid \v'.irk, in some parts of our in fant 
co]ntry. Conscience~ \vere c(')lltended \vith, by the 8tron~ 'ar
~\H,nerlts of \vhipping-posts anå prisons; Rud rbbbin~ them of 
tHeir estates, aRd, in fe\\' instan~('s, that of the gallo\vs. 

This, n1)' auditors, is the eflect or consequcnce of civil ru~ 
l('r~ undertaking to dictate or make la\vs to go\·ern in nlatters 
"r religion ; \1\1 hich is a pa \v of the beast; a legititnate child e,f' 
anti-chri8t. Americans, take \V'3Tning ; 'and \\-henever you SE·e 

"any denomlnation, sect or cla'ss of men, stri,ring to graip the 
privilEges of other denominAtions, and Inakiog or ~triving to 
get la'-vs made} to oolige other denomjn~tion~.t to ~upport them~ 
l11all~ su(;h as the ellemies of libertJ') \vho have in themselves 
the seeds of despot tSJn. 

Rut not\vithsta~ding many of the above pcrnicious seeds 
,vere early so\vn in Dur American gRrdell, and bore 8om~ clus
tfrs of un\vholesolne fruit ; )'~t the Lord of the vineyard eaus-

Jed the plant of liberty, or viue of freedoln, to grow and thri\'e. 
It ran over t!le \""all of our riomestic usurpers; and the Co .. 
lurrJbial; garden becanle an ohject of note, and all asylum for 
the dep' essed sons of libcrty to fiee to. It was. then our 
{athers, like 80 many morning stars, sang together. They cul· 
'ti\'a ted their fit'ld~ and floeks, and sat do\vn under their O\Vll 

~.'iIles and flgtrees, innoccntl.y ilnagining, that nORe would mo .. 
lr.~t or olal,e tlle In a fraid; \vhen, to the il a~touishnlent, their 
lllother COl:lllt rJ', big \\' ith t~e child of injusticc and oppression , 
ttretched over us the scorpioJJ;c rod of a ltehcboam. She 
,'ainly arroga ted to h~jrgelf unfinl ited poV\·er o\'er these young 
'and Jl~urishJng colonies, and dest,ined theIll to trihute and sla
"fr~'. But the.y, \\'ith patriotie zeal, bold ly rcsi~lt;d the nt
t fl ~'npt~, 3no resolved to risque th€ir lives and fortunes in th~ 

t dvft'nce of their sacred rights; and this tbey did, more ill 
"le\v ofthcir duty tet th~ir (;ou and the good of the!!' posteri
t~· . .',thall in vie\v cf the aclvantagt:s they thelTISelvcs could reap 
in tb~s short life. And novv shall ".p, their posterit)" tamely 
~~i\'e up 'these pri,·Ut'g!.;s iut f ) the hand ,?f the uld usurper?--. 
i'Jo. Jf the}' ha\'c th(~n), they shall haye aur livt-s and for
t \1 n e ~ \v i t h the r n • Sur f:' l.y n1 a Il y P ra)' e r s a Il d P et i t i 011 S \ v ill 11 o t , 
H t this tinle, R:cend fronl t be AJllfrica n a Ita r to his Britann ic 
m;!je~t)', for his clemency ; for SUC11 etfort~, made formerly by 
onr fathers and sarne of us, \,\'~rc ans\\,(-'rcd \vith the greatcst 
Hi tI i gni t j' • J n ~ t f 3 cl o f Il (.I (2 r ! ~ e 1) in 6 t o C ~I r p c' tit i on son d re 1110 n-
3tr~ntt.;s, Ile m~.de lr.e sea gr0all under t~l(l burdeu of m'lrdt'r-
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ers and instr\lments or deafh, which he 8~t over to crush oUl 

ftourishing col:}nirs, \\'ith one cr\lel and fatal stroke. He Sl'(lr.l

ed, like r~Jd Goliah, to ell111enge Ameriea and her God. BIc"ek 
di~PA!l" gathered like a cloud around us, and death and destruet", 
ion were read)' to burst over our head. ; but yet our fdther~ 
and brethren, inspired \\·ith the love of fretdom and justiee of 
their cl1use, slood like roeIts in the midst of the tenlpestuoll 
ocean. 

In 1776, they wer.e few in number, ,,~jtbout store~ or mag
azines, and appe!llecl to heaven for the righ'teousnes& of their 
cause, and declared thenlselves a free and jnd~pelldent nation. 
1'hen, at the call of virtue and injured ju~tice, alld at the cnlt 
of his belovfd countr)", the immortal HKR(); ~T ASHIl\GTON, 
stpppp '! forth; and like aR undaunted Rn~:~l stemmed the tor
rellt of tyrRnny Rnd oppres~ion" ill the night of danger J in the 
field of blcx\d. But dreadful were the strugg!es through \vhicf! 
our fatherB aud brethrell (some ofwhich are no\v witb us) \\'ent 
befare tllt' prize of liberty was obtained. Thou$ands of the 
bJave IODa of Columbia fought and bJed and died, to pr"eurc' 
the blessings "rE this day enjo)'. Bul mtthinks I llear a pe~. 
live groan accented thus: it \vas the fate of my brother, my fa
thtr, my lon, m)' husband. With theae muurning rriends ou..
.ympathetic .oula would turn alide and \,,.eep. Ye younge r 
1008 and daughters of Columbia, come go with us, Obier\'t 
the scene, and )earn \vhat your liberty and frcedonl cost: 
while 'A'e enquire of these worthy mourners, \vhcre and by 
whom did }'our lovtrs, )'our HEROES fall? \\r as it at Bun
ker's hill, \yhere the horrid scene first began ? Or \vaa it at 

Whiteplain? Or ,vas it at the drt'8dful strugglc at !\Ivn
mouth ? Or did tbey \-val101'.' in their blood at the Ilorrid ::te
tion at Brandy\vine ? Or \vere they alain nt Ne\\'port? Or 
did th~y expire in the doleful prison-.llips in the harbor cf K. 
York? O, cruel death! wor.e thfjD murder ! Or must \ve 
trace the fieJd of ølood at BenningtoD" \vhere lnany \vcr(~ 
alain in the cause of libertj', of \4.'hich s~nle of us \\'erc ,,,it. 
nesses ? Or do the fatal hil1~ of Saratoga couta!ll t'1C sacTecl 
depositum, tlle precious relics of our falher~ 2nd brethrell? 
Or did that infamous traitor, Arnold, n1urdcr tl1em at Ne\v
London? But time \vould faQ!~11e to mentivn every place 
wbere the blood of our COlntr,>·p~i~:i, ~ ha t h Lee!] otft!red up i!i 

. the cause cf libert)'. 
De )'OU enquire, m)p .young friends, \, :;~; '~va3 the u\\·ful t}'

rant tllat caused this sen uf American blood to t'e' ~iled : It , 

\"as Great-Britain; ,\'ho if. \\'!~h~ng to fJ': called ~ ch,'~~ii:1n !l~' 
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1 i,.):! ~ r, ~~ (} t f ,A< l: ing i s c a lIll d a el e re n der of the f a i t Il. O l k i 11 d 
t,,' ;-} ~, e 11: \ \" l ~ ~i t fl C o Il t rad i ti n n his p r a c t i (, C 8 ho \v s! Th i~ is t 11 at 
11atitJn tha1. sonlC of our citizens \vpuld persuarle t1~ to I)ut un .. 
toubtt:(~ c:) :!fjdencr. in; and on \'vhom, they sa)', th~jr princi. 
pl.e h;1pe i~ phlcrd, fur the prolnotion of libcrt}' J frCCQOnl, and 
rcJjglon. j't ,t, ftlll~)\V-cj1i70t)lS~ ) anl as blind as cvcr Barte ... 
mus ,vas., i f Eng! and Il,\!" l1~t, b~r lJtr lang series of usurpatiol1~, 
fullJ~ pruvr' cl hf:' r t itle to t !lfl t HppellH tion ~poken of by the pro· 
phet Ezeltit:l, (i, (.l.) th~ jlour8S løy down amortg lions, (the 
belligereJJts) she )}our'i,!}t~d up h~r \\·}lelp~J (~ c:lt~iog~e of ty. 
rants) Qnd she brought U;J on~ of ll~r \vhelps, and i', became a 
)"oung lion, aud it lf~arr)t:d to catch the prt')', it dcvoured n'len 
-a true pJ.rfll:~ of G~orge the thircJ. The truth or this state ... 
Inenl \\'iJJ 1101 be t~JJ~d in qt.le~tion, if \~'"e cnteltain correct 
-/je\vs of ber c\lndu\. t to\\-ards thttse ilJfant sta~es. Her heart 
becanlc pro~? l and hciUg~t.\i, and filled with a rJl0narch~ral en· 
thusinsm; ~:"!C brC3aD(:' l·xc~f'di'lg1y In~d ; shr thirstcd for our 
destructioll ; st.f.: ,\ ,"nt. au~ bired ,ht: Htt8Sian sla ve" '\' ho werc 
ac.custoolcd te; I~J(\jntt, Ilte aud 8Jaughtrr ; shc al;;o raltied the 
cf\\'age Jrih~'.~ a,nill:,t lIS, an4gave t~lt!m bountiea for the scalps 
cf our mt-la, \\·(.(n~n, And inilocenl childrcn! Sile a180 em ... 
plo)'cd otht-r inf'~t.~u!!}~r.tå to (·Ø't'C' our destruetion, wl~ich it al
fllo,t maker In)- bloc:! run colCt, in lJlY vein! to m~ntion: it 
:\":1ssome of l)ur trC:lcherou. ueipDorl, OUT o\vn Coulltr.yrncn, 
,\-hiell too~ a \..1 n;.:l part ølaitl,t u. ; .ome of ,,;hich to,o~; their 
~tnnd \\-it" Ih~ sa-:ageB; Ru4 'a~ted wiJh thenl hl murdering 
our iub~lhjtQDtS! (~r'c~l God! CM tbll be tlue? Tht're are .• 
undoul,t(;c!)-, f')'e,. ar rUld hral,IwiJlle'lea to tbi, raet, no\y io 
1h-: Kound Of.llJY~ ,'()j~e. '. But not,,,jJh.JaQding the combinR~ 
tion of this fonrfol·: host of r~)i;b~rl and murderers, flt.at on and 
2il~rcort'd by tbeir nlothcr nt l:lclrOt' (IlJe old lionett~) and ru.hing 
011 us \\ iSI: unrelcnting aod lia'rc;!p2ts f~ry; J"t t our alnlost 
armle~8 troop'J urrder tlle pro\'tc.tf~11Ct or God, and directt'd by 
our brave beroes, \vithstood tht.:ir ra~~ ~nd violtnce, ~)fld (;au~(- 4 
them to surrtnder to our ar ms anti ilckl)o\vl.dge our indepfurJ
ener. It was then, ye I\vor thy m~ltr\'UI attd aaughtrrs of CO" 
lUlnbia, that your lo\:erB retnflltld t~ )·00, fronl the field of 
blood, \\'itll ~. p,lIms of yictvry in thell hands; (lnd then ho\v 
'\\'Cf."t'y tht' 'Oucd of lib(lrt}* vibralcd rrOtn .out to 'touJ, .. day 
:cevcr to be fm-gotten. 1'hel1 Dur war\\'orn offict~r~ and sol· 
diers rt-turned to thtir friends and f"&lnilic:-t \"ith joy. But \,'itll 
ronny of them tlte scene "'·P.S different, f'$pt'rj~ 11 y tilOSt\ \\' hose 
habltationl \~ere on 0.llf frontiers ; for th(.'y Lad t l t"kp IIp 3 

fsmeDta,iQn, ~ ~ .. bi1e tbey had b(Cl! fi&~.tHlg aud Lltcding in 
. '. 



their countries CaU5C, t!1(·ir aged parents, tllcir \vives and chil
dren \vere murdercd at home, in thcir Q\.\·n d\vellingø, by tbe 
Briti~h., Hes~ians, Indians and Tories. 

Fello\\'-citiiens, can j·ou imdgin~ bow it was pO~8ible for our 
o\vn countrymen, our neigY-tbors, so to harden thtlir heart, 
and divest themselves of cl!! huma~itYI aa to rip up \\'omer, 
'A,ith child, cut them in four quart€r~~ while fJive, and dash 
out the brains ofinfant children against, the ato~~el! But all 
this \V3S done by AmericarJ tarief;; 8om~ of wh~chJ without 
doubt, are now alivf, in the Canac!aS and else~9here (not '0 8ay 
among ourselves) and ate i'erfectly quali5ed and \vaittng 
fo:, an opportun~ty to perpetrate the ,ame 110rl'"id crin"'e on our 
frootier settlem.cnts. Theae are th\~ footsteps which thoae 
ba\'e tro<lden, who have labor~d to rr,~intain British tyranny 
and tlle dying cause of despotism. O that all such characttrs 
were at a great remove froan us, at lr.:ast as far a8 Nova-Scotia. 
But let us look at a more pleåsingobject, (i. e.) aur \'ictorioul 
states, \,"ben they bad thro\vll off the yoke of Briti:th tyranny, 
and our illdependence being establisbed, and our federal con· 
~titl.ltioD coolummated, they then could boast of the best gov
ernment, tb.e. greatest liberty and freedonl that auy nation in 
,be \\'orJd ever enjoyed. They were then proud to call their 
government a federel republict\n representative government. 
F~deralJ because it \val å conrt.:deloation of all our states; R.· 
publicBn, becauee the sovreign pO\\ger is in the great body oCthe 
p~ople ; Reprelentath'e, because our legislature and rllh~ra are 
chosen out of the great body of the people, by the frfe sutrra
ge~ of the freclnen. 

This government restored and ccded to lIS the cqual right! 
of mall. It abolished all lHlnt.A (t-8sary, UIJU){1311ing aud unnatu'w 
rai di~tinction of men, by estnbli~l'ling aperfeet equality; it 
removed all t)1ran'ts, bars and impc-diments to that natural in
tercourse \vhich should al\\'a)'s subsist bet\veen man and man. 
It e8tablilihed univcrsalliberty of conscience, UpoD th~ most 
liberal hn~is ; yea it cedes to us the right to speak, to declare 
and publish our sentimeots, including the liberty of the pre.!. 
alld a tril~ by jury in cr!mioal offeIlces. All the cOD.titUfDl 
parti of o\\.tovetnment discover the true end of a good gov
ernptent ! wtijch is to prottet each individual in the enjoyment 
of his lif", libe;ty 311d propert}'. 'j'his ricbest of all terre.tial 

. bltssings was not purchast'rl \vith nlOnl~)', but with the precious 
blood of our fathers and brethren, and bequeathed to us by t'he 
indulgellt pro~iden(;e of God; "'hil'h l hope will ever be view
lld by Ui ',1t;ith the gre4itPfil "{trl(:r~t:~'} l hope Ollr delire. ,vill 

U 
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be mingled, and our greatest €,x~rtions used, thaf it iha); br' 
perp,-ltuated to this nat~oll until timt.: ~hall be no mOI-C. 

\\ThtD this gloduus stJ.lldard of liberi)' ~nd irredom \vas
th,us reared up in Ameriea, its ro)' a l ballners \vaved aloft.~ 
}'rellcll monarchy pRrt'ially beheld' its glory, and aros~ up, at 
on ane side, and essayed to i1nerge into liberty Rnd frecdom;' 
but missing her" way, sbc touctied' 011 tlle bordets of auarchl'~ 
Bnd sQllicd'awa,y into the \'ortex or monar,cliy and" despotisra. 
S~e then went' ånd took to herself s~veri' ofher spirits" w'orse, 
if p~siible, than the fl rst~ and they e!lter in aud dwell there; 
and w ha t' Iler 'last sta te m'usf be God onl y kno\vs. She bas 
~ecome drunk' with blodd, and iufat'uatt.,d with tyranny and 
an1bition ;' and

t 

in her pride she thinks' to give law8 to the 
world. In her emperor, we' see the traits of the i\'Yo.headed 
beast~ spt?ken of in scripture, "'hile he is king of Itåly alld em .. 

, peror' 0(, France. " Can. ye' not discern the signs of the 
time, .~" 

Great Britain, ripen ing for destruction, å,nd behold ing the 
eå,tern rtlon,archje~ trembling, an~"jta.lous «;lf her o\vn founda-" 
tion, ex'erts herself 10 lier~ utln~st agai~f.t Franee ; yea, many 
othcr ~ations are drs\vn info the couflux. Here "ve may b'e
h91d mOllå'rchy againsf mona~chy,. tyrants Qgainst tyrants; 
kin&donis against kingc:foms, almost seas of human ~lood run .. 
Ding! ',' Can lye not discem t'1,e signs of th~ times ?" 

Look 'into bistory ; were not these nation, formerry the mu~. 
dCf('r, of the church, and th~ dt'stro)\era ollibert,Y and freedom ? 
IJook into thcscripture; hath not God said" he would gi\re 
them blood to drink? Behold' his immuti'ble' word' fulfilling! 
Little reason have .... vt! to expect that these wars and rev:>lt.
tiona will cease or nl11ch abate, ullti~ every tyrant under heav- .,. 
en ~hall be brollght do\vn, and t'he ~ights (jf ma,n be uni,'ersally 
establi~hed·. O Lord, cu't thy \vork sbori in righteousl1ess~ and 
hasten that auspacious day. 

Arrleric811s,lt!t 'us lool-( for a moment" at the unprecedented 
ah'lIse, which we have received fronl these twa belligerentsJ 

\vhile ~\'e have bee'D an indepeJldt~nt lleutral po\ver, and ",hile 
ttiei'r f~ljth, honor and sea) ,vas plcdged not to intrude OD our 
J.lcutral rights: yet tl1t!Y ha,'e, f~r 9l3uy.yeRrs past, tIt direcf 
contradietion to the la vvs of 'la tions 0I humanitj', rot~d .q,nc.l 
plundercd aur vcss<:-ls on tlle sees, and even ill out own \v\\ .. 

ter s; }'ea, thry have taken and Q111rdt1 red our s~amcll, al: 1 
{)thlJfS th€y have pt·ess(.Jrl on board th/:ir ships of \\'ar, ~nd o ... 
l)lig(~d thf: m to fight tht:il· OWll frieIJds 3rJd drag out their live.' 
ill tUI! WOI lit of bondage. Meall \V h ile our go\'ernnu:ut ha» ex" 
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{~itpr' h~rself to th.~ utmost of her p0v\'E'r, 111 a .p~aceRble Bind 
f nr:>l}(lrable ,va)', to rall thcln back froll1 violati~g their . treaties 
-8 n:j f he ia ~v of nations, aud fro.ffi rapine and nlurder.; but all 
t I l Il o P u r J.l O~ e, t h t' Y do bLI t i ncr t' ase the i r .p i r~ ti sm. G re ~ t .. 
Britain, even \vhile sb:e h,as professed to ha\'e ,been on the 
gr'H~Y-}d (jf acc~"lmodatjon with U~, h~th been carr)'i1~g on a ' 
m0~t 'inff'fnål cOIl~piracy a~ainst us, by sendir~g her spit. a· 
nl'lngst U~, tl) ~tir up mutiny a mong~t our,.subject~, to alienate 
the aninrls of our citizens fro,ffi our.o.~,n (go\'t'rn.mel~.t, ,~nd to 

'infltuate the an \vith a 1110narchical &JJ1hl,lsiasm; a,nd j beyond 
"al1 dJubt, have been il1~tigatjng the sa,'ages to rnurder our re· 
mote inhabitalltsl un~it i.t h~s rr.<Juired more .tl~n t~e patience 

'-of Job to endure their'rnsults and depredations. ,4.t length aur 
governrrlent is .brought to the painfuJ necessity of ~eclariug 

;'that she V\-jiJ no lo'nger suffer her blood.bou.ght rigl~.,t~ ~o 4be tå· 
,keI) 8\V3},.· .. ·$·but'that she wil~ aJi~e '..ll~i ~.91.~~:e~ld f~r. tbem ~y 
the PO~l1t of the ,8\\'Or~~. . 

Now, fellow-citizen~., althqLgh" SP.me of, you . may eall iD 
question the propriet y of all the mfJansl wa)'s and mil8ure. 

T,:that our government has taken throuf.gh the past Jlu~~ua,ting 
~ '1r)~ing scenes, and pearhaps the best ~ea~ures ha"e not al\vay. 
"bcen tahen ; y~t none Ol you \vil~ plead in be~al.r of Great-
Rritain, nur will you justify -her in her d\pred;ttions and mur· 

. det; n()r can you say \'Ve have Ilot just cåuse to rise up a,gaillst 
'~':her in "rar. i]n this I thin!t we ·sftali . a1l' be agreed, except 
such as posses~ .. ,the ~ame tsentiJlJen.ts and di$position ,as djd the 

. :.()·Ict tories in our furmer ·war ~·ith~·F;n;land." l hope th .. at num
"~ber is small.; ho\ve.ver,:shou.1d there be Rny ~f· tQ~t ela •• , I 
wiH venture to te·1l jfOll, . my auditoT8, ho\v )'OU m.a)' kno\v 

ti them': Their mouths \,~ill bOc ftlled ·.with s.Iallder against our 
guv(~rnment ; ,-they \vill charge our r~lers '\'jth \>eing in (at 
41ea~t a s~cret) comb~pcttiol1 \~i~h, ~~ranc~., in all hel- iufidelity 
'and 'hostilities .. ;., t.hey ·\,,'ill tell·yo~.that nrit~ill has, at all time., 
'~-been re~d)' and \\·nlingtto ~",ke a~l eqll~,tab!e adju8ttnellt of all 
" matters in dispute" bet.\veen ·"th'enl and us; ~nd they \vill tell 
you that \\'~ ~lre not goin~to \\"ar w~lh 'Britain to retrie\'e our 
J ights : 'bl!t tl.!at it is· to,aid .and assisI -France, and to extend 

. 'o'ur po"ver Ctljd dominion. But "re ITIURt forfpit our rt'3son and 
~ de 'ly our ,ense~ to bclie\'e ~uch reports. Jf thia cJa~1 ol our 
c1tizcr:s will pladge·thenl~el\'es that Britain shall do as abo\'e, 

." we \\' ill pl( .. dge our lives' an'd fortune~, t ht~t \\-e ,\. ill never go 
.. ,·to \\"ar w~th her. "re are \'tlry far from \visiling f.>r· war \\-itll 

~ England, our sou 1s r!.'coiJ att lit fl rst t hOlt ~ 11 t ; nt·it hl-'I do \"e 
.<tbink sbe would havr pro\'ol\td us to i,t, bad it DDt becn for thf~ 
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~OfJn~nce ~h~ pnt i.n her friel1ds in An'lCl'lCa, tl1qt ~he)' \V,)tll~i 
aid and assist her in ~ war \v it h us ; )'ea, it i3 firln ly believed J 

~hat the present event, (i. el) \"V.ar, ~"ould not ha ve taken plare~ 
llad the lons of Colulnbia reolained ullited in the sentilnt-nti 
they avowed in 1776. But pcrhaps' partly through fO'feign 
1l1.fluence, and partty ~hrough el-ror in judgmellt, . and' partI)' 
from a mOQarchiccl!f~!1irlt that pre\'ailg ~m()ng8t us, we are 
awfully and tiangerou~ly ,di,~idid. Aln.cricall~, take c~re, or, 
'j' o u w ill d i~' id e t li ~ ~ i v ing c 11 i l dl' ~ " , 
'. Onc awful t rutll1t 'is my dut)' 11~re, to men.tion, (i. e.) that\, 
the hOLqr, digni(y and energy (Jf our go,rern me~t is al.n?os~ 
offered 'up as a' iQcrifice, on the altal~ of en'vy; malice 
'and 81~nder_ Our newspape~a and S04ne ~ihei p~bli?at.ion~, 
'~ould not cont81n greater cal~mnies or' slanderø against the 
fallen angels 1 han they Jo against the rulers of our nation. Is 
not thi~ treading ~,~\vn our own g~,'erninen~?' It .~is teaching' 
the 'ri!i;:g generatiøn that they ought not to reverenee govern.' 
~.;nt nor obey their rulers; this is the ready ro~d to all-
~rchj'. Tbere is one class of ~ar ~itizens from wll0m we 
'~ught not tq e~pect this practice, I mee.n those who were 
pleased \vith l\JIr. Adams' admin~s~ration, for then it was con,
~idered ,a great ~rime to ~laDder our rulers or spea,k evil of gove, 
~rnmeDt, anti tho~e ,yh~ ,,\Fere guilt)9, we~e. punished ~·ith 
nnl;s and imprisonme~lt ; and su~ely Mr. Madison's' being ,Pre~ 
'~ident cannot turn vice tQ yirtl~le. Bul liowev,:r, that law 
might be 'tQO riiid; yet our "present practice is toa licentious. 

Bcloved COHlltrj;rnen, as it-rna)' b~ the last time that I roay 
c,'er address you on these interesting nJatter$, ~utrer me totell 
you, l veril)' b~lie\1e ~lOU have suffered yoursel\res to be carried, 
tGO far by an ~nfriendJy' party spirit, and ere you are a ware of it, 
·may land )70U on th~ ~aying b~nlt8 of destruetion. \\"hat if in 
0l:lr opinion, our' r~Iers have nlade ~ome mistaltcs, that don't 
lrial{e it ~ertain: but adnli'tting it. to ,be cl raet, it is by no lneans 
certain that any' set of men tbat \,ye have, could or would,con
~iderillg a~l circumstances, have done any better ; for surely, 
complex, dark an~ trying has the p~~h been which they have 
llad -to tread, having bad the policy oftw~ grent cruel t)Trun .. 

Ilical po\,Ters against them and a 'murmuring uneasy republic 
at hOlT)C" But oecause 8om'e are uneasy \lvith tl1e lneaSltret:, 
that gøvernml1nt has taken, shall "re from thence. take oeca· 
sion so rise up agaitlst oUl~elves aud oppo~c our o\\'n n'lo~t 
glorious privUeges, and thus be guilty of the hQrrid crime of 
.uicide ? Surely,'a gazing \vorld could never ha\'e bel~evcd 
~hat tl1(';) enligl1tcned sons ufColunlbia v\'ould do thi~: No, no~ 
w.lil~ "'"i' ever sacrifice our freedom, honor and glor)" on thi~ 
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*,ltar of 19noran~~e l~d, ~~'.J'. L~t contrmpt be J'~\'rcd ~.n t11' 
'infamous \vretchthAt d~reg ~ttempt t(:\ cli~unite ~ur pcJoVli" 
a~ates, or cut assunder the bands of our constitution • 

• ,t. I , ' 

.. Firm. unjt~rl let us be, 
Rallying round ~ur Aacred tr~e ; 
As a band nf ltrol her~ join 'cl •. 
Peace and safety \\'e ahaH lind." 

Tt ought, hov ... c,~er, to be adrnitted, that ,,"e shonld bold ~l 
spita~le jealousy and \\'fl tchfulness o\'er thOSt' ,,'-e put i:lto of .. 

:t1ce ; and ,,:henever it is certain they go as+ray, or begin t? 
grow avariciaus alld t)' r annic al, ,,"e should t.-=tke the ealli~st 
corrcct measures to reclnirrl or depose them. But ill tl~ii, \Ve, 

~houlJ ~lso 'Iabor .fi~r ~ uniofi in tht greut body of the p~pplc) 
~vhich is the only strength atJd ~afetj" of a repub!ican govern
~ent. A rcpublic:ln governlnent cannot s~and \\'ithout thi. 
national \'irtue ; di\'isioNS and fac~iollS pro\'e their ruin. · F~r 
it dernollstr:l,ion of ~bi~, let us lonk i,~to the following l\iIRROR 
-let us tak~ a ,rie\v of Gr(lece, RO!Dt', 110Ila1)0, Gen~v~ anØ
Sv,'itzer land" \vho once lj(lurlj1 syn:~bolized \\'ith our ft}fm of 
gO\'erl~mcnt; but alas, \'vhere ~re the)T nCJ\v? and \vhnt \',at 
;t that' proved the~r df'~truction? The uns\\'er is notoriout': 
it \vas a \vant of virtue ; inattention to tbeir priviJl~ge8; li. 
~enciousness in their t'Jections ; ungardedness against tyrallts; 
and·a heated part}' ~pirit. Thus has it be~ll with about nl! 
the J epublic~ that r~~ ve risen before us; thtjr destruetion ha~ 
generally been procured by their o\vn ung~rded conduct. 

An'lericans! take "'ai'ning and look before }'OU le~p, lest 
the thing~ that belong to )'our peace be speedily hidden froJn 
your eyes. It is sincertly hopf:'Q that tlle di\'isions among~t 
lIS, on tri~l, \vill not be as grtat as hat~ be€n fcarfullj' inlagin .. 
ed ; for almost all of ~very part

4
y, profess to be firnl republi. 

cans and \varlnl)' att~ched to OUT constitution,and io be fc)enc!s 
to our country', howeyer the)' feel opposed t') certain Dlen and 
measurfS. But, feIIo\v' citizf~n~, the tilne is coming and no\v 
is, '\vhen all these professjol18 ,~illbe tried. For that haughtj' 
llation, that has for lo! tbesp 1112ny )Tears, been TobbirJg' pluu
c!ering and nlurdering us on the seas, has brought her arms on 
our ver)' borders ; llO\V the smutt)· tribtB, at her call, \V;J! 
soon gi\1'c uSJhc \var-\vhoop ; aad tlle old torie~ 111 the Caa~~
das, \\·i11 undoubtedly talte thejr ~:trlnd vvith thpir broth(}f la'~· 
J1 ges, a nd aga in \\~ill blac!\en t heir faces (if poss~blr.) 88 blar k 
as their }leart~, and \vrerlk their 'vengeance 011 our frontler 
!ettlernent~;h)y pursuing th~ir old practice of murd'cring \I.'e;. 



'm'lIn ~& cllirdrcn.~Now the calJ ofirijureCJ'jusficei" Ame'rican$, 
'to 'ARMS! The cords of paper 'treaties will hold the tyrant 
!lO ll)nger. Our 'constitutiODttll'ights must be giv'en" up, an'd 
,the pleasant tree of liberty cut down; or we must prove nur
lelves to be the childreo of our fathers, who fought and diet! 
:in the cause ofliberty ; and as they did, ~·e must risqu{) ou'r 
;lives And fortunes in tbe defenee of our country alld pri\rileges. 
It is no time DOW to dispute about cirCUlnstantial thi~.gs; 

1et· u.first retrieve our pll:lodered rights froln a grasping fOl", 

... nd .e'eure our dtar breth,en and sisters and aur children, \vho 
,\livø on the fr~nt.ier,s, from øavage barbarity and capti\tit), ; and 
,,··then, ir Df'e,d be, we can regula;te oursel\res' and .. ,the atTairs o( 

--Gur JOvernment, with ease 8rfd safety. Bu,t; rf'after ~alIJ any 
-.or our ,ubjects should give up themselves to ser\'e with sa \':1; • 

. gel, in tbe cause of Britain, they will prove" th~m8el"es to be 
eøemies to our cOJlstitution, to our beJovetl country and to the 

"right, of man "; yea thp.y will dis1i.nguish themsel,'es as lovers 
.oIt1, .. rrI1Y, oppre~sion and despotimt. ';7If any of our citizem 
-are at 'all incliøed that way, \ve hope the:1 may··take a sedson· 
~abJe' warning and not be partakers dfher silla, les{ "they should 
<lar Rlade- partakers of her'plagu~s; for let it go as it will \\"ith 
"'11', 'fl Ibe present coriflict," yet tlJe eause of monarchy and df'8-

~pmiism ,tan'ds {)O' slippery pla'ce8, and in due' tiole--it will 'fatl'l 
~-,f~r tft'e mouth of the Lord hatl.) spekel1 it. 

Istla!'!' c16se '\t\,itb -8 general addres8' to,this respectable -Rudi· 
Å'l'"-"·, .... n 
~ ,J \." ~~. 

Ye sons a11d dnughters of Columbia, let me exl1t')'rt "'you to 
-sta'n'd (ast irr,the faith of the pure principles of )'our most be
.. evolent gov~rnment; and be not entangled-again ,,·ith ~ 
·~,'o,r('e of bondage. Quit)'e like men, be strong, ptlt 4

.' on the 
",vb'ole' arnlor of patrio~j!m and heroism, tllat :f'e may' ·be a~le to 
.. ,tand and \vithstand ~Il the fier.}' d3rts of . tyrants and traitor~. 
'~Io.fd fast that which you and }'our fathers have \\'rought, that 
110'USllrper take your crO\Vn. Hark! fellow citizens, -the ju
jli!ee trunlp of liberty }?et sweetly sounds ; the purport of \vhic-h 
-1~, hl" )'e S00S aed daughters of liberty, rallyarollIld Y0tlr inl

Joor-tal gtandard"; let your ballners \vave aloft, aud e\'er let 
)'ourmotto he, LIVE/AND LE"r LIVE, OR :REACE 'VITH THE 
1~IGH1'S Ole- MAN. 

Ameriean~, let not your hea:-ts he t--oubled, ,-"hile monar· 
'chieal nations are dashing one a'gainst another, and elnpires 
.! re' fttlling anEi t)'rant~ are hoV\.'lil!g and lurking for prey. All 
this the christian has long been looI'\ing for; the Judge of all 
the eartll is making inquisitiol} for the blood ofhis saints, \vhieb 

.' -



15 

tt~ese tyrannical nations have .bed. ., Can Y. not tlisctnt 
the 8iiftS of tl,e times 7" I!!~_-- ... 

Sure fhe time is Bt hand, when evil and eeclegiastical Baby .. 
tant'or 8sti-c brist shall fall like a millstone, Ulto the lea, and 
ti~e no Illore forever •. Then all the true SODa of liberty wilJ 
,haut with aoc;}Qmations of joy. 

Agail1) I sa)', let not your bearts be troubled; for the rising 
tlnd 'falling of nations and empires, or the disp06jll~ of king
doms, are as lnuch under the ~ontrol of Jchovah, as the heav
cnly b~dies or the flight- of an archal1gel. 

Let Ul'; ther ~fore, commend our country, our cause and· our-. 
. '8elves to th~ Lord'of hosta the God of armies ; and li God. be 
for us, who ca11 prosperously be against u.s. Let us all'list un· 
'der the captain lof the Lord's ho@t, and invite him in'o· the tield: 
of battle with our troops ; and then one ofthem shall cha.e 
a thouS8nd" of aur ent-mies and. two put ten thousand to Ili,ht. 

l, 'But before we enter the field of blood, and being at ho:ne, in 
the sanctuary ofliberty, \vhere love and good will should ait 
',miling on e,'ery bro\\"",llere let· us unite in tbe~ followiu, aea
timents : 

, 

.f \\"'hHe at theffa~r temple øffreedom' we pay. 
Our saered respeets tor tb,. auøpaciou& c!ay ; 
We trace thc'first rise,and events oftbe plan. 
WnieR seat'd with our empire the glory uf maA. 

Througli time unexplortd. 
SIlall otll"righta be ador'd. 

S~in·guard~" by jUlticc, America's sword, 
'l'b,. son~. O C )Iumb 'I J tbeir right! shall maintain, 
Till the the voice of 1 ~boyah di ... olvcs earlb and main!' 

No\v, by t.he preciouø 1>lood which has beel1 !bed to obtain 
Our liberty and freedem i by the anguish and misery of ou·r 
poor distressed cap(:ivate~ seamell ; by the dying gro'Ds of 
'(jur murJered citize.ns, on" aur frolltiers, who have recently 
heen butchered b}' the sa~lages. by the advice of our deceas
ed hero 'V,,\SHIN'GTON ; aud by the love of our commOll 
country J let me e x'hor,t )1()U 10 'Iie uljited in the support of our 
cOllstitution, of our liberty and freedom, and of aur beloved 
QQuntry, that it rna)' ga wc!1 \vlth us and our children fo rever ,. 


