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AN ORATION.
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Ferrow CiTiZENS,
HE benificence of providence in favor of America, from
the time that our anceftors landed oa the fione of Piy.
mouth ¢ the prefent day, 1s a fubj<& of ferious and pleafing =
contemplation to every enlightened mind, and ought 10 excite
the moft lively emoilons of grautude in every American breall,
to that BEING who prekdes over the fate of nations, from whom
he hath diftinguithed us with his fpecial gosdnefs.

5.

2. Perhaps, there never was a nation, exceptingthe ancient
Hebrew, thzt could trace more evidently the footfteps of divine
providern.c, in their deliverence from oppreflion, and advance.-
went to profperity, thantheinhabitants of this country. Dur-,
ing every ftage of that fevere andwbloody conteft with Britain,

#which compicted that interefling revolution, which gave rifeto
our independerce, how manifeft was the aid of heaven! Nor
lefs to be admired has been the hand of providence which has
fince been difplaved, in protefting the facied ark of our hiber-,
ties from the combined rage of internal, and foreign enemies,
by timely difclofing thole fecret machinations, which were con-
ceried to overthrow our ineflimable confliution.  So that when
we review the dangers we have fo happily efcaped, and the ma-
ny privileges and bleflings we fo richly enjoy, we may not on- 4} .
ly {ay ** The fnare 1s broken and we are efcaped,” but, ** The
Lord has done great things for us, whereof we are glad.”

<. Wkile other nations are drefled in arms, and bleeding in
perpetua! wars, anc inceflantly doored to wear the oppreflive
yoke of flavery, to gratify the bloody ambition of haughty ty-
rants, we are deftined to fair Columbia, where peace extends her
falutary influences thro’ the land, the only happy region where
man 1 equal to man, poilefling all thofe inalienable rights to
which by birth he 18 heir. And fuch is our prefent happy
ftate that with pleafure we refleft, there never was a day firce
the commencement of our independence, when we could have
celebrated with equal propriety that memorable event, as what
we may on the prefent day. We are now enjoying, with but
little interruption, the full tide of national felicity. The inex-
hauftable treafures of liberty and profperity, which a free gov.
ernment :s calculated to give are fully opened for our enjoy-
ment. And fhould we have wifdom to eitimate our privileges,
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<nd virtae to improve them, we may #ill continue to be as hap.
pv apeople as the impertett ftate of this world will admit.

Under fuch reflettions as thefe, fellow citizens, let us turn
our atlention to thofe things that will contribute moft to the
good of cur country.  This ought ever to be the great obje&t we
haveinview inall our pohtical exhibitions ; and fo far as we fhall
be ftimulated by that neble principle this day, we may render
this convention benificial to ourfelves, and to the commuunity.

The right of {elf * government may be jultly ftiled the pearl
of great price that Amcerica won by her independence. For
this we fought—t{or this we bled, and for this we exhaufted our
richeft trealures ; and this is the happy medium through which
we are now receiving unexampled profperity. Whatever prin.
ciples, tnorefore, that are found to militate againft the nature of
our conflitution, ought to be viewed moft dangerous to our wel.
fare, and calculated to bring us again under that oppreflion from
which we werc emancipated by our revolution.

4. Although we are favoured with the moft free, and happy
government 1n the world, under which we are cnjoying agreat-
er degree of profperity than ever fell to the lot of any other na-
tion, yet there has been, and flill doth exift, among a fmall por-
tion of our fellow citizens, efpecially in this part of the union,
the moft violent oppofition to the meafures adopted by the pref-
ent adminiftration of our general government. IF this oppofi-
tion be well founded, originating from principles congenial
with our conflitution, and managed with a fuitable degree of
candor, nothing can be more reafonable. 1f indeed our gov-
ernment 1s fo corrupt, as what it is alledged to be, if indeed it
is pregnant with all thofe evils with which it is charged, un.
pardonable would be that ftupid negleét in a free people in ceaf-
ing 10 remonftrate againft it.  But if it had its rife previous te
the prefent adminiftration, and its origin in principles repug-
nant to the nature of our conftitution, and if its effefls are dan-
gerous to our union, nothing can be more unreafonable and
pernicious. Let us examine tor a moment the fource from
whence it originated—the principles it embraces, togcther
with its effeéts, and we fhall difcover at once, that its rife was
prior to the prefent adminiflration, and of confequence no de-
fe€t therein was the caufe of it, and that it abounds with prin.
ciples, produéive of effefts dangerous to our interefls.

5. The
* A populsr, or democratical goverrn.mert, w here the people rule—all powereman-
atirg fiom them.  For to jay thut the people govern themielves, when are under

the controu) of 2 power independent of them, is a contradiior. in termms.  As weil
might it be faid that laves govern themicives, while under the centrol of their maftes.
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5. The hiftory of man evinces, that there have becn men in
every age, and in every nation, who, valuing themicives'upon
their birth and erudition, have ever been feeking to govern by
their influence, making ufe of the moft refined artifices, to bring
about and eflablith that form of government which would prove
a fource of emolument and aggrandizement to themf{elves. And
fuch, rather than not have their wifhes gratified, would facrifice
the interefts of a whole natiorn to effeét their defigns. And well
would it be, if they received no aid from thofe whofe inten-
tions are honeft, and in Leart oppoled to ther principles : But
concealing their motives under a feigned regard for the inter-
efls of the people, many rally around their flandard, and aid
their caufe while they are ignorant of their defigns. Such
fhould be viewed innocent, they fhould not be the objefis of
cenfure, but efteemed as friends to their country, while their
defigning leaders are treated with plainnefs, and their princi-
ples with the utmoit contemp:.

6. That there are {fuci: men, as has been delcribed, in this
country, is acknowledged by both political parties. Prefident
Adams has written largely upon them, whom he flyles ** A
natural ariftocracy.” And there, fays he, ** Arefound in gv-
ery flate—that they are ever {ecking to govern by influence.”
And he has carried the point fo far as to {fay that they will gov.
ern, or breed difturbances and effe€t a civil war, unlefs they
are made a privileged order, that is, unlefs the government
favors them more than the common people, they will feek to
overthrowlit and eftablifh {uch an one as will. Ourequal republi-
can government knows no privileged order—grants no unequal
favors to that natural ariffecratic jumto ; and if they muft
rule or plague the people, plague it is, for sulc they cannot,
and I truft thy never will in this countsy.

That the oppofition to our government fprings from this
quarter, and was anterior to the prefent adminiftration, full
proot may be given. No one can be ignorant, that when the
United States were feparated from the Britifh empire, there
were found among them fome of the relies, or {cales of that 0ld
monarchy, which proved a plague to America then, and have
doune ever fince. Itis likewife certain, that there are fom-
who were aftive and uleful in our revolution, that have fince
manifefted a decided preference for the Britith conflitution. Tt
1s further evident that fome of them have filled the higheft ofh.
ces in government, and that they have been the principal lead.
crs ot the oppofition. Ter a proof let the following fland as a

fpecimen.
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frecimen,  Alexander Hamilton of New-York, who was o
member of that convention that tramed our conftitution, flae !
in the third and fourth articles of the one he propofed, that the
fcnate and chief magiftrate fhould hold their oflices during hie
ar good bahaviour.  Aad ever after the conftiianon was fign-
ed, he affirmed, ¢ That it did not centain {uflicient means o
firength forits own prefervation.”  And {o flrong un advocaie
was he for Britifh meafuresthateven Poclident Adams Bimfelt i
the year 1800, denounced himthe head of a Britsth (monarchical)
tathion1n Am rica. ‘T'his was one of the principal leaders of the
cppofition 2gaft our government, who in his unnatnral death,
was lamented bythemas the faviour ot his country. . Governenr
Morris of New-York (formerly of Penn{ylvania) propofed in ihe
{ame convention alimited monatchy, like thatof Great-Britara
whichhez hasever {ince labored tointroduce. Heis anotherot tiie
lcaders of theoppofition. Fifker Ames, of Mallachufetts, has ob-
jutted againft that part of the conflitution in which the material
difference between it and that of England is difcover=d. Iie
1s another of the noted leaders. Uriak Tracy of Connetlicat,
declared in the year ninety-five, * That there was a plan of
government on foot and determined to be brought about in this
country fimilar to that of Britain, which was well underftoed and
feutied with many of the leading men in our government, efpe-
cially in New.England.—That we muft haves king, but hc
muft not be called a king, left it thould alarm the people—that
the people of this country bad too much liberty—that the tree
of liberty grows in hell, and that ali the liberty poles that ever
were in America, France and Holland, were twigs a.:d fhoots
of the grand tree in hell,.gotten through the earth to curfe man-
kind ! Surely, no onc can be ignorant that this one has been a
noted leader of the party that has been oppofed to our govern-
ment. Friends to hberty, What think you of fuch principles ?
What think you of fuch men? Are they fit to be the guardians
of your country ? Can you with fafety truft your blood-bought
{reedom in their hands ? As well might the defencelefs lamb
find fecurity trom the wolf or tyger.

But let Prefident Adams clofe the teftimony with his own
hand writing. ** The Englith conftitution,” fays he, ¢ is in
theory, the moft ftupendous fabric of human invention.” And
he adds, * The Amecricans ought to be applauded 1ather than
cenlured for feeking to imitate it.”’  And again, he fays, ** If
I fhould fay, tiiat thete never was a good government in the
world, that did not confift of monarchy, anftocracy, and de.
mocracy, Ithivk I'may make it # good.” What (ha!l we fav

i1
* See Adams’s Defencs of the American Conilitition
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to thefe things, iciiow ciizzens ? Thele are pla n inconteflable
fafts. Can there te any man pofieffed with fucik unbounded
prejudice, that cannot difcover that the priaciples which pro-
duced the federal oppoiition are anti-conftitutional ? Do we
not {ee that the chief men of that party, prei;r the Britith con-
ftitution to ours 7 Wiii they not, if placed in office, do what
they can to introduce it ? Shall fuch men have the confidence
of a free enlightened people ? Let reafon forbid.

. We have thitherto only difcovered the oppolition in em-
bryo or rather in its perfe& [eetus,—men, principles, and
{yftem, ready for opera:ion, to effet a transformation of ous
government to that of a limited monarchy. We fhallnow view
it 2flaming a more attive and formidable appearance. It mught
well be expefled, that fuch men, embracing {uch principles,
with fuch ends in view, would not long lay dormant, but would
avail themfelves of the firft faverable opportunity to take the
reins of government and carry into effe&t their defigas.

The Britifh treaty was every way adapted to this end. It
may be fliled the grand mother of thofe monarchic prmmples
which, ull then, had lain dormant in :his country from the
time of the revolution. A treaty this, o favorable to the wifh-
es of thofe who were previoufly wedded to Britth policy, and
fo alarming to thofe whole hearts were firm 1n republican prin-
ciples, that it could not fail to excite the attention of both par-
ties. The former aflumed the name of federalifts, by which
they decoyed the common people into a belief that they were
the only fncnds ot thofe confederate principles, which gained
our independence and eftablifhed cur union ; while the moft
refined calumny they poured forth in ceale lefs torrents on all
thofe whodifcovered and oppofedtheirintriguing defigns. Thus
drawn by the deceitful charms of fcderahfm many flew to that
flandard, and ignorantly aided the caufe ot thofe men who op-
pofed their independence. Now commenced the favorable mo-
ment for ariftocratic principles to fpread their baneful influen-
ces through the land. Nor was it ummproved by the enemies
of our republic. From Georgia to Maine they were combined
to carry 1nto eflet their deep concertad plan, till at length they
commanded the helm of ftate, and brought on a gloomy day.

8. While the reins of government were inthe hands of thofe
who were unfriendly to our coallitution, 2nd firongly attach-
ed to Bruifh policy, we migiht well expett that fuchafyflem

would be par(ucd as would prepare the way for a changc in
our
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our yovernment. Altho’ it has been boldly denied by the ad.-
vocates of the laft adminiflration, that fuch a change was ev-
er contemplated, yet, vvhoever, candidly takes a view of the
f{yfiem then purfued, wiil be at alofs to put any other con-
firu&ion on their proceedings. The men who condufted the
l4t adminiftration mufl have afled from fome motive, they
nuft have had fome end in view ; either‘the geod of the peo-
ple muft have heen their objed, or fome fepar.te intereft of
theirown. itthe firft of thefe was the cafe, they not only
fell fhort of their defign, but marked their way with folly and
difgrace, and fthowed to the world that they we e deftitute of
that wifdom, which was requili‘e to manage pubiic affairs. It
the latter was the cale, we fee indeed a cofiftency in their con-
dué&, whilethey have loft the ccofidence, and mcriied the
contemyt of an injured people.

g. Itis confidently believed by the common people of that
clafs who have enlifted under federal banners, that their leaders
are friends to the conftitution, and feeking to preferve it invi-
vlate, while the others are aiming to overthrow it. But if this
be true, why do they feck to depreciate its merits in the efteem
of the people P They have deciared that the conftitution dot?
not contain [ufficient means of frength for its own prefer-
zation. They might as well havetold us that it isa weak add <en-
temptableinftrument.- They have told us that tie people are
{peir own worft enemies. What then ; they ought not to be
trufled with the means of their fafety, that is, the power of
government ought not to be trufted in their hands ; which is
faying that the conflitution 1s defe&ive in the moft eflential part,
for that places the whole power in the people. In the name
of reafon let me afk has our conflitution no other friends than
thefe ! We are hikewife toid that there 15 not virtue enough
in the people teo ﬂ[upport a republican government. W hat
then ? the conftitution is good for nothing : It eftablifhes a
{yflem that is in nature .mpra&ticable. Not virtue enough in
the people to fupport a republican government ! what then ?
we muft have one of anothet kind ; for the people cannot live
without any. Why do not thefe liberal [riends of the confti.
tution fpeak out plainly, and fay as fome of their party have
already faid, we muft give up our republican governmeat, and
choofe a king, or an arbitrator to rule over us.  'Whoever fays
that our government cannot be {fupported is an enemy to the
conflitution, an enemy to a reprefentative fyflem, an enemy
to the rights of man, and a {riend to monarchy.

10. But
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10. But ail this was neceflary to prepare the minds of the
people for that adminifiration that was to follow, which for its
balenefs and oppreflion, ftands, and 1 truft will forever ftand,
without a parrallel on the pages of the American hiftory. - For
finlefs the people, were:made-to imbibe firong prejudicesagainit
that government - under-which -they enjoyed fuch profperity,
they never would yzield it for .any -other. - The moft beld and

- snfamous attempts, therefore, were -made for this purpofe.

Thgle grand fundamental principles which form the bafis of our
conftitution, - have been made the fport and ridicule of the fed-
eral party. All the venom of calumny hath been poured torth
on democracy, hberty, equality, and republicami!m ; and all
thofe who have :1hered clofely to -the principles tnat moved
our revolution, have been ftigmatized with the epithets of Jac-
obins, hibertines, French-diforganizers, deifts and enemies to
their country. The moft civil and pious among the people,
fell indifcriminately under. the alpic venom - of flander, o. no
other reafon than f¢. efpoufing the genuine principles of fev-:
enty-fix, which glowed in the hearts of our departed heroes. -

11. And why all this ? It is acknowledged by both political
parti¢s that our conflitution, is in its nature, purely democrat-
ical, that is, one that emanated from the people, referving to
them the right and power of government. The men that drew
up that inftrument were appointed by the people—when they
had completed the work, it was fent back to the people tor their
approbation ; and when-thofe amendments were made which
were deemed neceffary, it was eftablifhed by the w:// of the
people.  And 1t not only flands the fole model and foundation
of.all our governments, but a monument of the fovereign will
of a free and enlightened people. 'Why this contempt then caft
on democracy ? Does it not difcover principles unfavorable to
the conftitution ? | SR _

But let the words of Mr. Adams {peak, and it will be fully
explained at once. *‘ If in this country {fays he) the word re-
putlic fhould be generally underftood, as it is by fome, to
mean a form of government inconfiftent with a mixture of threce
powers (like that of England) we may depend uponit, that
fuch pernicivus eftefls will be produced by the ufe of it, as
will compel the American people to renounce, deteft, and ex-
ecrate it as the Englith do, {viz.) to make a republican as un.
amiable az a witch, a blafphemer, & rebel or a tyrani.” Here
we {e the origin and defign of this unbounded fla nder. 1t ori-
ginated from ariftocratic principles, and defigned to facilitate.
their progrefs. That °
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That the advocates of the laft adminiftration do with t eftab-
lith a defpotic, or uniimited monarchy in America, we do not
Lelieve ; bt that their leaders do with a tranfition of it to the
nature of that of a limited monarchy, we do fully believe, upon

the ground of inconteftable evidences. The matter ig debate, is’
principles, not mgn, nor names.

12. Soon after Adams had taken the prefidential chair, one
would have judged by the federal, fpeeches in Congrefs, and
other writings, that our government had loft all its ftrength, and
was ready to be diffolved for want of energetic ligaments. En-
ergetic, energetic government was then the watch-word of the
day. Scarcely a federal new{paper could be unfolded, which
did not urge the neceflity of energy in government. And why
fo much of this ? Was our government then more relaxed thaa
at any other time ? No. Was there any deficiency difcovered
in our political {yftem, which rctarded a prompt execution of
the laws of the union ? No. Did not our government in all its
branches move on with a fuitable degree of energy ? It furely
did. What then could be the defign of this energetic outcry ?
Was it not that the people might be prepared to vindicate with
all their powers thole meafures that were contemplated P—A
mere firatagem to caufe them to put the moft implicit confidence
~in their rulers while they were eftablifbing a {fyftem which they
knew was calculated to excite their jealoufy ? But we have a-
nother key to this myflery. Previous to this, Ham:lten, Ad-
ams, Morris, and many others of the leading federaliits, had
made known their {entiments, that the conflitution did not
contain fufficient means of flrength for its own prefervation
—That a republican government could not be fupported, that
15, it lacked energy—That for a government to be good and
permanent, it muft be mixed with three powers, that of the
people, that of the nobles, and that ot an arbitrator, or a king.
Here we fee what was meant by the cry of energy—a power a-
bove the people and independent of them, which is called the
ftrength and energy of the government of Great-Britain. And
mufl we give up our governmentto be ruled bv an arbitrator ?
In vain has the blood of our ccuntry been fthed to obtain our
Jiberties, 1f this be the cale,

13. The laft adminiflration of our government may juftly be
flyled the criterion of federal politics, by which their nature
was fully difcovered. The doétrine had been advanced before,
but never had been put in praltice till now. And how ftriking

B the
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the connexion between principles and mcafures ! The flanding
army, coftly navy, and eight per cent loan, were {uitable meth-
ods indeed, to create and augment a public debt, which would
make ample funds neceflary, where the rich might depofit thein
property to advantage, which would {trongly engage them ou
the federal fide to ufe their influence to vindicate a fyftem fo
interefling to themfelves. On the other hand, the intereft ot
the public debt, together with the neceflary expences of govern-
ment, would require perpetual and heavy taxes to fall on the
people, which would drain off their wealth, and produce that
inequality, fo effential to monarchy, and deftruétive to the lib-
erties of a free people. The great variety of officers, which the
excife, ftampt all, aimy, navy, and land tax, together with the
exira Judiciary, produced, who were to a man of the fcderal
party, would increafe the ift of thofc who would be ftrong ad-
vocates of fuch a fyflem. The allurements of an eftablifhea
religion by law, and falaries independent of the people, had pre-
vioufly engaged the clergy on that fide, who form the greateft
fource of influence in the nation over the common people. Add
“ to this a fedition aft and an armed force to overawe and ftill the
complaints of an njured people—And what more could be done
1o deftroy our liberties, or to effe& a change in our government ?
Indeed it had already affumed the Britifh drefs—the fun of lib.
erty was eclipfed, and the beauties of our conftitution fhrouded
1n fhades oi federal darknefs.

14. Teilow ciuzens, is it poflible that fuch a {yflém as this
can be advocated Ly the people of this country, who have fought
thro’ a long and bleody war to obtain their freedom ? Isit pof-
{ible that there can be a man who does not fee the defigns of
thofe who were now adminifter:ug the government, that it was .
hoflile to the intcrefts of the people ? Do we not fee fuch evi-
dences ol their perfidy as puts the matter beyond difpute ? To
what avail were we told that the army was railed to repel a for-
eign invafion from France, when that nation was fo decply en-
gaged in war with the allied powers of Europe? Were they
now in any fituation to man out an army and fleet, and fend
them more than three thoufand miles over the Atlantic to invade
Amcrica? To judge thus would difgrace a fchool boy at the
ave of fifteen. What then could be the defign of this army ?
Let reafon {peak and it will tell us, that they were now purfluing
fuch incafures, which they capefted would alarm the people,
and shis army was deligned to overawe then, and reprefs all op-
pofition that fhould atifc. Fora proot ol this, fee Mr. Lyman's

addrefe
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addrefs to his conflituents, where, reterring to the army, he fays,
‘“ A {mail party, a few bold ftrokes—I fuppofe, I fincerely be.
Jieve, would filence all oppofition.”” And further, when Gen.
Hamilton difmifled the army at Oxford, he faid, ** That they
might view themfelves nnly on furlough—tbat if Mr. Pinckney
fhould be elefted Prefident, their fervices would be again re.
quired.” And others that advocated the.meafure, have fince 2.
vowed, that the vbje& of raifling the army, "was ** A precaution

for internal fecurny.”

15. What language is adequate to esprefs the indignation
that every friend to his couniry ought to feel at fuch meafures
as thefe ! “* What, in dire&t violation of the conftrtution, and
cvery law of humanity, a fet of men determined by means of a
flanding army, to overave the people, and perpetuate their pow-
er by the point of the bayonet !’ Fellow countrymen, are thefe
men feeking your liberty ? 1f fo, they never can be confpired
agamft,

g\thile a ftanding army was flationed in time of peace in the

heart ol our country (the thoughts of which were encugh to raifc
indignation iu the breaft of every true American, and which
indeed was one part of our complaint againft Britain) the fedition
alt, an engine of monarchy, like a weapon of ghttering fleel,
was teeming with vengeance 2gainft the liberty of the prefs, the
greateft fecunity of our country’s rights, threateniag a total de-
ftrultion to 2ll our freedom. Had this aft come forth ar any
other time, it would have appeared with a2 hitle more gracs;
but coming forward at a time when an armed force was perfid-
1uily appointed to overawe the people, we might juflly expeét
treachery 1n this alfo. | |

It was urged in favour of this a& that it was only defigned to
. prevent falfchood ~that'no man who was williag i0 confine

himfell to truth, could with any propriety objeét againtt it, be-
ing riore favorable than the common law ot England, which
would not admit truth to fupport a libel. But this was no more
than a meze finefs, to caufe the people to {wallow the fatal poifon
i a {fmooth gilt pill. Examiae the alt and it will be found, that
the maithal of the diflri€t, who was appointed by the Prefident,
thould appoint the Jury. Now the Prefident was careful to ap.
voint federal Mardhals, and would not the Marfhals be equaliv
careful to appoint a federal Jury ? Surely they would : 1if not
they would be direfted todo it.  ‘This was bringing a manto be
tited by lus enemies.  And that this would, and did operute .
gainft the perfen fo ried, we bave for proot Ca:lzx1er’s trial

it




[ 12 ]

in Virginia, wicie the Judge ccmmanded to flnke out the

names of every democrat from the jery iift.  Fellow ciuzens,
what think ye of the feditior: aft ? -~as it juft. or was it hr)ull ¢
How did juftice fline in the cafe ¢ Lyox in Vermont ! For
what was he condemned ? who can pcint out his crime 7 Sure-
ly the liberties ot our country were expiring at this mement.

16. Indeed every thing that was necefiary to deflroy our na-
tional felicity, and 1o effeft a chznge in our governmert, was
now on foot. While the flanding army was to tie the hands of
the people, and the fedition alt their jaws, the land tax was ev-
ery way calculated to pick their pockets ; than which there
never was a more fubtle, perfidious ixweution of human nature,
to take away the property of tlie common pevple to fiil the
purfes of the rich. In orderto difcover fome of 1ts prominent,
daring features, let it be obfcrved, that the coft attending this
tax was more than twenty per cent (1f not thirty) at leaft more
than five hundred thoufand dollars, which would employ moie
than fifteen hundred officers at the rate of fix dollars per day,

or fitty days each. This was good times for ofice-feekers—
thmgs went well now for ariftocracy—the federai borfe was
now upon tke full tret, and if the people had not feized it by
the bnidle, 1t would foon have arrived at the king’s palace.

This alt came out under the fpecious pretext ol an houfe tax
to favour the common people, while the rich were to bear the
turden. But alas ! 1t was fo planned that it fell principally on
the land, owned for the moft part by the common people, while
the sich who had their tens of thoufands in {pecie, paid not a
cent for 1t, and the ftock ot every bank 1n the union went free.

It 1s obje&cd by way of apology, that the tax operated dif-
ferént from what was expefled. To which we reply, that if it
was the refult of ignorance, they ought to be forever excluded
from holding the re:ns of government. . This 1s paying too dear
forignorance. That it operated different from what they ex-
pefted, we fully believe ; for it opened the eyes of manv to fee
what was on foot, and kindled the {parks of good old fcvcmy-
fix repubhcamfm and blew vp a ﬁre that has given a fhining
light 1n America, whichailthe dirt of oppofition can never putout,

17. The fyfltem purfued under the laft adminiftration was fo
pomtedlv againft 1epublican principies, that every fpecies of
craft has been ufed to drefs it up in the likenels of juttice, by
concealing 118 own deformity with the mecrits of that with which
i has nc connexion, Tothis end, zn attackment to the meriis

and
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end principles of Wafhington has been feignedly affumed, by
the federal party, to gain approbation to thewr fyflem, audto
protett themfelves from the arrows of truth.

But is it not aftonifhing beyond meafure, that while they are
boafting themfelves the iriends of Wathington, and applauding
them{elves for their attachment to his  polincal piinciples, that
they fhould deviate from them in every material point ? Never
were the fentiments ot that depaited Hero, more pertinently,
and pathetically exprefled, than in his farewell addrefs. In
examining which, we find, that national unton, cconomy, and 2
total difapprobation of military eftablifhments, are the three
principal points on which he emphatically places the happinefs,
profperity, and independence of the United States.  He tells
us ** That it is the moft nfinite importance that we fhould
properly eflimate the immerfe value of our national union, and
difcountenance whatever may fuggeft a divilion ot the States.
-—That overgrown military eftablithments, under any form of
government, are inaufpiciousto liberty, and are to be regarded
as particularly hoftile to republican liberty.—That we oughtto
feeck economy in public expenditures, and not to throw on
polterity the burden which we ourfelvesought to bear.”

But while Walhington recommends union tn the moft forci-
ble ftrains, they have ferioufly agitated a divilion of the States,
and reprefented ‘it in their papers as unaveidable and neceflary,
which (hould it take place would prove a fource of incalculable
evils to our country.  While he per{fuades to the cultivation of
mutual friendfhip between the different States, they have been
veuting the moft bitter inveftives againft diflerent parts of the
union, direétly calculaied to excite in them the {puit of ani-
mofity and contempt.—They have zealoufly ftrove to effeft a
change in that part of the conftitution, which fecures to them
the equal right of reprefentation, which, if effefied, would un.
avoidably prove dangerous to our union. :

While Wafhington fays militaiy eftablifhments are dangerous,
efpecially to republican liberty, they have placed a flanding
ermy in time ¢f peace in cyr country, and declared that it was
effential to the fecurity of iepublican liberty.  While Wathinge
ton recommends economy in pubhic expenditures, they have
deciared that a public debt is a public blefling, and have taken
the moll effeétual methods to increafe it, and to entail the inhere
itance of that blefling to poflerity,

The want of economy 12 obvious in all their meafures. We
fee it in the cight per cent loan, attended with a gratuity of ten
thoufand dollars per annum, when the money might as well been

had,
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vad, if ~-eded, at fix ser cent. \We fec it 1n the ufciels 1n.
creafe ot foreign agents, by whichi thoufands were cxpended
needlefsly. We fee it in a too gicat 2nd ufelels increafc of the
navy,® by which millions were lavithed to little cr no purpofe.
Wefee it in a flanding army, by which hundreds of thoufands
were expended without ons cents benefit to the ftates. We
fee it 1n an ufelefs increafe of the judiciary, by which more
than thirty thoufand annually were worfe than thrown away,
and 1n many other things too numerous to mention.

And yet the authors of this {yflem, who have prolulcly watl.
ed the wealth of the people, are extolling them{elves the friends
of economical Watkingion, and aie feeking to take fhelter
under his name to fcreen themfelves from the juft cenfures of
an injured people ! O thou iliuftrious and departed Hero, who-
didft give good counc:l to thy country, when thou didft reure
from tle helm ot faze, not 1o burden the people that lay near
thy heart, for whom thou didft venrure thy life amidft the thick
arrows of death, 10 fave them from an infulting fce and Britain’s
galling chains.—Ha#t thou illafrious thadé, no “other friends
than thefe, to drop a tear around thy tomb! Yes, the nameof
Wathington not only lives infamped in the memory of millions,
bur his principles furvive in the hearts of numersus friends,
who are his tree difciples and follow his fleps, and are ardently
engaged to maintain the caufe of freedom, againit z!l the fen-
timental enemies ot Wathington and Liberty. -

13. But paffing over the f{uperfluous judiciary which was
bern out of due ime, together with the alien aét which difgrac-
ed the recods of our country, and other things of cqual mer,
we fhall mention before we quit the dark reign of iederalifm,
one daring effort more that was made to complete the ruin of
America, by which the hideous features of this ariftocratical fac-
tion were raifed to view without the thineft veil to hide ther
deformity, (viz.) the bold attempts to deftroy our cleéiions,
which are the very vitals of our government. o

Juft atthe clofe of Adams’s prefidency, and previous to the
adjournment of Congrefs, a caucus was holden by the “federal
zaembers, on the bufinefs of deciding on a prefiden: ard “vice-
prefident,and Mr. Adams and Mr. Pinckney were agre-d upon
as candidates for the infiimngeleftion. In confequence ot which
a federal Bofton paper declared, that it was unreafonable for
the people to fruftrate their defign. What ! what is here !

members

® That we ought to have a {:%cient number of armed Ships t5 prote& our com-
werce from pinatical depredations, is scknowledged to be gnod po'icy. But te have
a ravy to vic with that of Frauce, which was a doirine thea advoczicd by the federa:
ey, woeld add millior.s aunuzlly tc the pubiic dert, and be the kelght of fo!ly.
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members of congrefs take it upon them to decide our eleflions,
and the people under a frec government obliged to compiv
witl: their decifions ! Ii fo, why do the legiflators of the dif-
ferent flates trouble themfelves about the matter ? Let them oulv
acknowledge what this federal caucus has done, and fave the
peopie from the trouble and expence cf choofing ele&lors.—But
are our ele@ions to be noofed in this way ? It fo, away with
the very name of a republican governmeat—We are no longer
free, but under the guidance ot a monarchical * fallion. But
more et—

Whe: a fpecific choice of prefident and vice-prefident invol-
ved on the nationzl legiflature, the federzl members made a moft
pernicious effort to the utmoft of their power, to deprive this
great and refpe@able nation of the man of their choice. Tho’
Mr. Fefferfon and Mr. Burr were equally voted for, one be.
ing defigned for prefident, the other for vice-prefident, not a
member in congrefs could be ignorant that Zeffer/on was defign-
ed for the prefidency. Yet the moft fixed, and determined
cffort was made to bring in Burr, contrary e the will of the
people. Alarming crifis indeed! What, the ele@icn of a
whole nation defrated to gratily the intrigueing ambition of a
feditious faltion ! Awake, O genius of America, awake, in.
{pire cach child of freedom with a magnanimous contempt at
fuch hornd and overbearing conduct as this. Who is there
that cannot fee, that thefe men were unwilling thar the people
fhould bear rule—that they would gladly deprive them of the
night and power of Government ? He tat has cves to fee may
{ee. This was not the refult of ignorance, but a premeditated,
fixed and determired refolution.  Nor has this hoftile tragedy
bezen played in congrefs only ; has it not been atted over by the
lemiflature of this flate ? Have they not taken the moft cffeflual
method to deprive the people of this commonwealth of their
eleliorial right, by taking from them tkeir privilege of voting
by diftritis? And well would it have been, had it proceeded
no further. But it has been carried on with every fpecies of
itrigue that could be invented by the craftotadefigning tatiion,
in all our counties, and in almoft every town. To this, let the
county commuttecs, aud town committees with their fubordi.-
nates, bear witnefs, who have worked in difguife, peddle.
votes, retailed flanders, and by threatnings and flawterics, availed
themfclves of the fears of the lefs informed, by which they
have been influenced to caft in their vote and aid their caufe.

And

* The reader wii! perceive, that the leaders of federa'ifm ate Riled, beth amwmar-
chical, and aniftocratical fattion, which may appear an inconfifte-cy. Liutler bive:
rememBer that arittecrecy is the fupport of morz:chy, and 3! will be plai-.




L 10,

And all this to prevent our elections from operaung in their
free and natural courfe, on which the purity of our government
depends. Thele things are well kanown falls.  And they are
the fhoots and twigs of monarchv, originating from that oid
Britifh anti-republican root, which has ever been {proutinz up
in America, the fruit of which has becn molt deflrattive to the
welfare ot this country.

19. Fellow citizens, the rife.and progrefs of the oppolition
againfl our government, has been of fuch a ferious, and alarm-
ing nature, and leading to fuch latal confequences, that the
man who has viewed it in its proper light, muit be deititute ot
a love to his country, to fmooth 1t over to gain the applaufe of
any party, or to fhun the arrows of detrathion. The happinels
of millions yet unborn depends ¢n our government being main-
tained in its original purity, which can only be thro’ unbiaffed
ele@ticns. But do we not fee a fatal biow aimed at the very
rootof all our liberties? Do we not fee in the opoflition, men,
orinciples and meafures unfavorable to the nature of our gov-
ernment ¢ Have we not been led by them to the very brink of
ruin 7 And how narrowiy have we efcaped the imminent dan-
ger'that awaited us ? The awful flate ot America was juft on
the point of being fezled, but hcaven iuterpofed and wrought
dehiverance. Juft at the dark moment when ilie fate of our
country hung in awful fufpeale, methinks the guardian ANGEL
of America was commiflioned with deliverance—roufed the
peopic to a fenfe of their danger, who indigrantiy frowned on
their fervants that had abufed their power—recalled them from
the helm of flate, and brought in the patriois who had never
apoflatized fiom the principles of our revolution.  Soon was the
{cene changed—the gloomy night of political darknefs came to
an eid— the fhades were difpelled—the morning ftar of liberty
arofe, and uthered in a brighter day than what Columbia ever
faw. From this moment our independence commenced ancw
—the beauties ot our conflitution were unveiled—our govern.
icent appeared in 1ts native drefs, and its republican leatures
were once inore clearly fecn.,

20. The prefent adminiflration of our.government forms a
complete contrall to the lalt.  So that, 1f the former was good,
the prefent muft be wrong ; but if the lat was wrong, the
prefent mult be night. Never were the two poles more oppo-
fite in thew pornts than thefe are in their natures.  So that, 1f
the une terminated againft the ntereft of the people, the other
unavoidably terminates in thewr favour.  The firlt we have al-
ready feen led to oppreflion, and {o dire@ily calculoted was it for

ot
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t1at end, that it was :mpoflible to differ from it materially, with.
ot a change for the better. Mot ftriking, therefore, 13 the
diference, and no lels fo the eft:&ts. The one increafed the
nuinber of officeis, the other diminifhes them. One adds to the
excife duties, the other aboliltes the whole.. The one laysona
Jand tax, the other rejefis it.  The one gives out a fedition and
alien act, the other repeals them. The one created a ufelefs navy,
tire other difpenies with it.  One trufts in a ftanding army for
dgefence, the other in the militia. One augments the public
debt, the other diminithes it.

21. And what are the effeéls of the prefent {yftem ? are they
not {alutary 7 \We have honourably maintained continual peace
with the nations around us, without the ruftling of a flanding
army, while there has been a party thirfting for blood in our
country, who have exerted themfelves to the utmoft to 1avolve
us in all the calamities of wai. By the wifldom, juflice and be-
nevolence, difplayed by the executive, the natives of America
have continually flood in friendly attitude on our frontiers—
their frightful weapons, have received no recent flains with the
inocent blood of our citizens. The heavy and 1ncreafing bur-
dens thrown on the people, have been removed by the prudent
hand ot economy, while the public debt which was rapidly in-
creafing, is diminifhed.—QOur revenues are promsfing, {uficient
to anfwer all the exigencics of government, with a furplas ot
more than eight millions aznually.—QOur commerce 1s flourifk-
ing, and extends thro’ the world.—QOur union increafes not-
withflanding all the feeds of difcord that have been fown among
us. Our liberties, civil and religious, are {ecured : Indeed,
we are enjoying zll the bleflings and profperity as a nation and
individuals, that cver a people may expe& to enjoy in this im-
perfeft world, .

Thelc things are irrefutably truc.  And arz they not 1atereft-
ing ! Let the pcople judge. Who is there that would efteera
it a favour to have lis wealth drained off by ufelefs taxes ? 1t
the federal doftrine be true, that a national cebt is a national
blefling, our government has bro’t a curfe indeed upon us and
not a bielling. But we wifh for no more of that public blef-
fing—it has already overflown our lands, reached our houfes,
entered our doors, alcended our windows, and filled all ou
rooms. May heaven deliver us from {uch a blcfling !

22. It was declared by federal members of congrefls when the
internal taxes were abelithed, that our revenuce would not meet
the demands of government, that a few years experience would
fhow the neceflity of their continuance. But inlgead of increal-
ing the public debt a million a vear as under the laft adminiftra-

C ' tion,
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tion, thirteer: millions five hundred feventy.-fix thoufand, eig::
kundred and ninety.one dollars, and eichty-fix cents, have bzen
anp.'ca -0 the difcharge of the public debt, durinz the period of
tmee years ard an half, commencing on the firll day of April,
1801 and ending on the thirticth of Septembe:, 1804. A larger
fum * than what the purchafe ¢f Lcuifiana added to the old na-
tional debt.

I believe it never has been preteaded, that the national debt
was leflencd duniang Adams’s preﬁaencv, but a micraber of con-
grefs has iately declared, in his volomincus faiement, that the:e
were ten m:ilions in funds, theu due (o government, which
would have decreafed the debt L:ad ;t been applied. Admitting
this fa, does not this gueflion nat¥rally accruc; wky thole e-
normous taxes ? why the flampt a&, the land tax, and what
worfe, why favour a privileged crder of loaning ti.c'r moncey at
eight per centintereft ? Admitting this fall, anothes muft of
courfe be admitted, that the peopie were taxed, merely to have
them taxed, zccording to the doélrine of Senaior Tracy.

But while it is admited that there were ten millione then in
funds, let it be obferved, that there 1s now nearly half that fum
in the treafury, befides various other fums that bavc not reached
the treafury ; and if fuch a diminution of the public :debt took
place with the abolition of fuch a variety of tawes, what niight
havz been done with their continuance ? Yet the economy of
the preient adrminiflration s jeered at with the utmoft contempt,
by the federal party, and reprefented as a mere trick of delufion,
in the face of the irrefutable flatement of the Secretary of the
Treafury, and the Preflident’s Speech. But as well mlght we
expe&t that the air would ceale to vibrate—the rivers recede n
their channels, and ftars forbear to trace their orbits, as to ex-
pefl that thofe men who had met with the moft monzfyu'g dif-
appointment, wculd ceafe to reprobate a fyftem every way cal-
culated to bsing to light their evil deeds, and involve them in
merited difgrace. We looked, thercfore, for obje€lions, and in
proportioa to the retitude of every meafure, they have come
with a proportiorable degree of contempt. Bt their very ob-
je&tions afford an additional evidence to convince us of their
hofiihity againft republican principles.

It 1s objefled that the Piefident 13 2 man of bad princi-
pies, a deift, and an enemv to the chnitian religion.  But what
gave rife 1o this report ? The whole united band of his moft in-
veterate encmies, are challenged to produce one fentence in all
hus writings that exprefles a fentiment unfavourable to the chinf.
tian religion.  So far from this, there is noc a human perforo.
znce now extant in America that more clearly vuints out the

Ql lgln
¢ Exclufive of the Amesican claine
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origin and naturc of truc religion, thaa the V'1: ginia seronflrance
againft an eftablithed rciigion by law, which he had the honour
to draft. Two things have given rife to 7-ffzrfon’s deilin.
Firit his refufing te give his voice 1a favour ot the Britith treaty,
which he well knew would icad to an alliance with England,
and a rupture with France, which picved to be true. Tius trea-
ty was {o favourable to the defigns of the Briufh falticn 1 (his
country, that they iirove to the vtmofl to-carry it 1nto eJett tiil
it was ratified. France was now reprefented as a bloody ban-
ditti of deifls and atheifls, wiile England, ftcined with the blood
of America, was held to view with all the thow of virtue.
Whoever now appeared in vindication of the treaty, pafled for
a good man, be his charafler what it would, while all thole that
oppofed 1t, were fhiled Jacsbins and deifts. Taefe thirgs are
well known falls. From thss moment F¢ffzr/on hecame 2 bad
man and a deifl, becauniz he appeared againft the treaty : Not a
word againft his charaéter before, but was high in the efteem ot
the federalifts tremfeives. And tiis is enough to make a deift
of a man now, and thoufands are ftyled fo, for no other reafon
than for elpoufing genuine repubiican principles, in oppolition
to Britith pohicy. Arother thing has equally contnibuted to the
rife of this flander. It is well known that the Preflident 1s a
friend to univerfal liberty of confcience, and an enemy torehig- .
ious eitablithments by law. <And let a man’s charafler be what
it may, and his conduét ever fo upright, this wili make him pafs
for a deift in the view of all religious bigots. It is the nature
of ecclefiaftical tyranny to anathematize, all thofe who plead fur
the rights cf confcience. This was the cafe wlth the church of
Rome, all thofe who would not fall in with popery fell under
her carfe. Every martyr died an Leretic in her ¢fteem. Tins
is the caf2 with the church of Engiand, fhe claims all the pure
religion 1 that kingdom. And this has been the cafe with the
federai party in America, they lay clai:n to all the religion, vir-
tue, and good order in the Jand—Atheifls and deifts and menof
corrupt principles are all thofe who will not fall down and wor-
thip their Diana. :

Civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny, have ever gone hand 1a hand
with each other. The exiftence of one 1s abfolutely necefiary
to the exiftence of the other. Had it not been for civiityranny,
the church of Rome could never have flood ; 21d had 1t not
been for ecclefiaftical tyranny, no oppreflive {yftem ot govern.
ment could have long bcen maintained. The interference of the
civil power in matters of religion, has been the caufe of every
perfecution in the woirld—given nife to idolatry—:s the root of
popery, and has been the caufe of more 1nfidelity, than ali the
bold dcfirines and wnitings of deifts in all ages.
' Fellow



















