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REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE.
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Lenox, Jury e, 1802,

SIR, “
At this late hour we are obliged- ts regheff you, to
prepare and delver an ORATION, to the Inhabitants of -
LEnox, &c, on the enfuing Anniverfary oceafion.
We are, Sir,
With great efiecm and refped,
Your Obedzcm‘ &rvants,

1. GoopWwiN,
A

Lae f‘f;ﬂ’) I;STON Co‘mmz'llee of
‘9

C.
D, €Covuans, | drrangement:
J. WILLARD, ¥

Mr. LEvi GLEZEN. Lk

GRATEFUL TRIBUTE.
el ) £ LI
LENox, JuLy g, 1802,

SIR,
In behalf of the Audience, we return you many thanks
Sor the well-timed and excellent ORATION delivered this day,
in commemoration Jf AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE ; and
we beg leave to requeft of you a copy for the Pre/;.

We belicve the fentiments contained in it will be &Ereeas
ble: 30 Republicans, friemds to order ; and are conforgiadle to
the principles of the Government una’er which we live, and are
determined to juppoit.

e are, ~
With the kigheft ¢fteem and refped,
Your Obedient Servants,
- COMMITTEE OF ARRANSEMENT,
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Mgr. GLEZEN’s REPLY 7o tue COMMITTEE,
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. LenNox, JuLy 5, 1802.
GENTLEMEN, '

Accept my acknowledgment for the polite manner, in
whick you have made known to me the will of the Citizens of
Lenox, &c. 1t wonld have been agreeable to my feelings,
that the imperfeClions of the Oration, prepared hafirly and
exhibited this day, fhould not again have come to the notice of
the Public. But by your approbation of its contents, and re.
gueft that it may be printed, I confent to its publication with ¢
Sew verbal corre@lions only, I beg yeu, however, and all oth.
ers, 1nto whofe hands it may fall, to obferve that in flating the
claims of Great-Britain upon this Country, I Aepé in view the
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, ihe Petiiion to the
King, and the Bill of Rights, and have fometimes intention.
ally made ufe of the phrafeology of thofe infiruments ; but as
L wrote from memory only, and as thofe papers are in the
kands of all, Ifound it difficult and think it unneceflary to
note the extralled phrafes. In the two or three pages, where
tlzey appear, 6/l may nfert quotations, wherever they plecfe,

I am with the warmeft cfteem,
Gentlemen,
Your obliged humble fervane,
LEVI GLEZEN,
The Commuttee of Arrangement,
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Oration, &5c.
crmimb iRty

CALLED upon, Fellow- szens by a fhort no.
fice, to addrefs you on this Anniver/fary Occaﬁon I do it with
a wzlfzng mind’ maeea bat with a 2rembling heart. Having
had no tithe to inake rhetorical correftions myfelf, I leave
{heih ‘to be fitade by the candor of an ingenuous audience e
Bt is 1 feél the nghts '‘Gob forbid that“l thould not fpeak
the 'fentiaents ot an American.

THE guthors of the wfirument, called ‘the Declarition
of Indspenderice, have ofiea been panegyrized for their pat.
tiotifm and firmnels of foul, manifefled on the fourth of
Julyone thotifand feven tahdred and fevemty-fix, a day
which gave birth'to tiie United States as anation ; a day which
will be interefting to all fuccéeding generations, and call
torth thetr warmeft expreflions of praife, wonder and adora-
tion. Siiuated ‘as they were, at that awful moment, rvothing
could have fupported them butem nelisbed  3fivence in their
conftituents. This conjidence was well placed. Mauny of ihe
Awmerican pevple, then living, had drank large draughts of
Britifh vengeance, adminiftered by the hands of civil and ec.
clefiaftical tyranny. From the scoURCE of oppreilive cul.
tivation, they had fled (o the protel ‘ian of the wildernefs ;
jrom the rod ot rehined hierarchy to 1 berality ot {:.'.;-*'“
From neceflitv, they were addifted ¢
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mural life.  Scattered over an extenfive territovy, the riches
ot whofe hills and valiies were the gitt of the Go® of nature,
opprefled by poverty, but fharing equally the munificence of
Heaven, they had not yet been infefted with diflipation, nog
had they been feduced by the artsof corruption. They were
fimple in their manners. pure 1n their morality, indued with
vigor, firmnels and integrity and infpiwed with patriotifin,
which at that time blazed throughout the Continent. They
had a ftrong attachment to ihe Lsberties of their Country s
To the iove of ¢hefe they had been inured by edii ‘ation.
Their cafloms, their manners, their ideas, habits and local
circumitances acurithed them, and knowledge, experience
and trial had ripened and nearly brought them to perfeQion.
L1BERT'Y is a:plant conasural to the American foil, whofe
toots fink deep and grow firm, and whofe branches are ter.
minated only by the bounds of Heaven. All thefe circum.
ftances from their nature conduced to render the people of
thele States indignant to any aggreffion which fhould be
made on their privileges and Mmmunities, and furnithed a
firong prefomption that they would mekea firm and united
refiftance to any power which thould have the hardihood tr)
make an attempt agaitft their freedom. But events had then
occurred, which made {fucha refiftance patriotic, neceflary
and inevitable,

THE prindipal of thefe was the enormity of the claims
recently advanced by Great- Britain and refifted by America,
Thefe claims may all be fummed up in one fenience, viz.
¢ Great-Britatn has ever had and of right nught ever to bave
full power 1o hind the Colonies in all cafes whatfoever,’ e
Great- Britain had afiumed the power, without the confent
ot her A flemblies, to keep in ihis Country a Standing Army,

with a niavai armamcat, and to quarter So'diers u € col.
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ence to her will and pleafure.  Americ. afferted that thefe
were repugnant to the genius of her free Conflitutions ; and
that her citizens, the cultivators of the foil, were able and
willing to defend themfelves. Great-Britain claimed a right
to make the civi) power dependent on and fubfervient to the
military ; in time ol peace 10 increale the power of the Com.
mander in Chief and under Aim of the Brigadier-Generals, to
render them {upreme in all the civil Governments in Amer.
ica and to make them the Goverinors of Colonies. America
maintained that, by the Britifh Conftitution, the ¢ivil power
ought ever fo be {uperior to the military.  Great-Britain
claimed the privilege to {end hither fwarms of eflicers to eat
out our fubflance and devour our living. America preferred
officers and rulers of her own chojce and attached to her in.
terefi. Great Britain had empowered the OQfficers of the Cufe
toms to break open and enter houfes.  America {aid this was
zganfl law, -unlefs with the autherity of a civil magiftrates
founded onr legal intormation. America clsimed that her
Judges fhould have fixed falaries and be independent of either
branch of the Legiflature.  Great-Britain had decrecd that
the Admiralty Courts fhould receive their falaries and fees
from the elielts condemned by them{elves ; that the Com-
mon Law Judges fhould be dependent on one part of the
i.egiflature for the payment ci their falaries and the duration
of their commmithons.  Admerica maintained that her citizens,
as Broh {uhjells, were entitled to the privilege of tria) by
Jury and to be prefumed innocent unul proved guilty.—
Great-Lritain had decreed by extending the powers of the
Adwiralty Courts, that the trial by Jury in many civii cales
fuounid Le abolifhed ; that in others the burden cf the proot
¢i innocence fhould lie upor the accufed ; that the colonifts
might be tried v Fagland tor offences, alledged to have been
commitied in Amerree y ard wat for certsin crimes perfons

erighi be 1nditerd anda trzea sn any fhire or county within the
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