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AN
ORATION
ANNIVERSLARY
Amedican  Fndependence.

PRONOUNCED BEFORE

THE SENIOR CLASS OF RHODE-ISLAND COLLEGE,
In College-Chapel,
ON

THE EVENING OF THE §TH OF JULY, 1802.
At their particular Requefl.

[ S———————

BY

BENJAMIN GLEASON.

e ———

¢ Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country,
that country has a right to concentrate your affections.

¢ The name of AMERICAN, which belongs to you, in
your national capacity, muft always exalt the juft pride
of PATRIOTISM.” WasHINGTON.
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BOSTON ;—Punror & Sfrantis, PRINTERS.
1502.



AT a meeting of the Senior-Sophifters, in Rhode-Iftand Col-
lege, Voted, That the thanks of the Clafs be prefented to Mr.
BenjAMIN GLEASON, (member of faid Clafs,) for his ingenious
and patriotic Oration, delivered in College-Chapel, on the Even-
ing ot the Anniverfary of American Independence.---#ith a re-
quef} for publication.

A true Copy,--—atizf?,
Joun Hovrrovp, Sec. S.C.
R. I. College, Suly 6, 180a.

R AN

GENTLEMEN,

- YOUR thanks are accepted with a fatisfattion, which does you
honour.......To anfwer the demands of friendthip ; and, with a
view to gratify public expeftation,~—our hearts and our hands

thould ever be engaged, unaccompanied by the blufh, or the tear
of regret.

With unfeigned efteem,

Gentlemen, yours, &c.

BENJAMIN GLEASON..
Providence, Yuly 6, 1802.
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Dration,

LIBERTY is the brightet gem in the
circle of human bleflings ! The moft invaluable qepofit
which enriches the exiftence of man ! Our BIRTH-RIGHT,
and our GLORY !

Daveurer of heav ° l---Parent of human felicity !~
thy prefence is more cheering than the lucid beams of
day : thy virtues imperifhable as the ftars : and thy affec.
tions involve the ultimate hopes of humanity. Thy tem.
ples are crowded! The incenfe of patriotic fervor, and
affetionate gratitude is rifing from a thoufand altars ! The
¢ {hrill clarion” of Freepom refounds on the higheft key
of enjoyment, attuning the hearts of millions to the cel-
ebration of thy praifes ; and the grateful reverberations
fpread, diverging, to the remoteft regions of the globe.

THEe hearts of a FREE American people exult, and re.
joice, and beat high, in perfe&t unifon with the joys of
general feftivity. The celebration of American Indepen-
dence is the theme of our joy ! and, like the fons of Fingal,
while the torch in our halls beams on the bofom of night ; while
“ the ftrength of the fhells goes round,” and * the fouls of
warriors brighten with joy,” we call on our ¢ hundred
harps” ¢ to raife the fong of peace "’ ¢ To celebrate the
exploits of our heroes !”” and ¢ to foothe the foul” after
the rage and ravages of battle.

THEe ¢ anniverfary of American Independence’ has been
a theme for the beft and brighteft abilities ; and, with
unremiting zeal 1 the ¢ good old caufe,” for years has
been celebrated : the great honor of our country. Stimu-
lated by a lau:..ole ambition and the true fpirit of patrie
otic virtue,~---we reach forth the hand, with the beft affec-
tions of our hearts, and proffer our mitz to the increafing

honours, which confecrate and immortalize THE DAY \!V
E
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WE are not emulous to excel ! Our Fathers have felt
the fire, the force, the ardor, the energies of Freedom ; and,
from the fulnefs of their incorruptible hearts, are capable,
in the language of irrefiftible feeling, to exprefs the ¢ big
emotions” of their fouls ! DBut, though our hearts throb
with delight in the participation of their virtues,----our expe-
rience and our expeations rank us only with little Ivrus,
to follow awith % unequal fleps ;> or like Axeas himfelf, de-
firous of fuftaining the honorary parental burthen,----we

vouchfafe our fervices, and rife to the honor of our venera-
ble Fathers.

Tuae Young Gentlemen in this refpectable Seminary of
Science, do, this day, greatly diftinguifh themfelves by per-
formir.g the honors of the fix and twentieth anniverfary of
our national Independence.----It is to our honor ; and it is of
the greateft importance to vs, children of fathers who have
facrificad their property and their lives for the privileges
which we enjoy, to imitate their efforts, by a recapitulation
of thofz principles, which led to a Revolution, confidered, in
its effelts, as the moft honorary, and extraordinary, recorded
on the annals of hiftory.

It will infpire the true principles of paTRIOTISM !----WFil]
infpire the principles 2 do I fay !-—-Let it forever remain proble-
matical, Whether it be poffible for an individual, born and
educated on this fide the waters of the Atlantic ; who has ex-
changed his toys and trifles for years, fenfe, and underftand-
ing,----who has put off the toga pretexta* of infancy, and put
on the foga wirdis* of his manhood ! I fay, let it forever
remain problematical, whether it be poflible for fuch an one
to be a negative patriot ?e---No !----We are not ; nor have we
among us, one known negative patrior !----We all, in 3
greater or lefs degree, feel the importance of our numerous
obligations in Society ; and it is prefumed that all muft ra-
tionally believe ratriorism is the only pudlic debt, which
‘can poflibly be a gublic blffing ! and for fuch a ¢ BLESsING,”
may we ever delight to pay iatereff, without a diminution,
or redemption of the capital.

TrHaT patriotic fervor which animated our Tathers, in the
embattled field, we truft is not extinguifhed in their bofoms,
ner 1s it extin@ in ours. No ! its fircs remain, to queil

the

* The toga pratexta, among the Romans, awas a robe aorn by
youth till they avere 17 years of age, and then exchangred for the toga
virilis ; at abich time they became men.
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the evils of Infure&ion,---to oppofe Innoyation,---—to fup-
prefs Sedition,-—--to prevent Difunion,~-and to ornament the
charaéer of the illuftrious citizen !

WEeLLr may we exclaim, how tranfcendently fuperlative
are the bleflings which enrich our country ! We boalt
ourfelves, Americans ! Our enjoyments, our individual
independence, and our national happinefs, are derived from a
fource of the moft generous exertion. They are the bleflings
of political and ecclefiaftical toleration.  Free, and inde-
pendent, we regard with contemptuous indifference the me-
naces of fupercilious, factious juntos ; we {purn the manacles
of fuperftition ; and we hold in utter abhorrence the ter-
rors of defpotifm !

Tue altars of our Independence are confecrated with
the higheft dignities of a rrREE PEOPLE! And the ¢ oil
of gladnefs” and the joys of unfeigned affection flow around
them in plentiful profufion !

Ovur Fathers, our Brothers, Ourfelves, our Sifters, are
patriots !---Yes ! we have fome even among ourfelves,~—
witnefs our little Hamrins*,----who, like ¢ Cxsar meditating
on the life of ALExaNDER,” though not fired with the fame
ambition, yet like him, contemplating the portraits of their
veteran and worthy Fathers, are burning for the opportunity
td> become diftinguifhed in the fervices ot their Country.

Suarr we afk,----Wherefore our Fathes fought ? where-
fore they bled ? Wherefore, in competition with the R1GHTS
OF MAN, their lives were un-¢ffimated, hazarded and facrificed ?

Lzer hiftory....Jet tradition.....let our feclings anfwer the
queftion. Afk the Child! He will anfwer you with the
tears of inftant affection fparkling in his eyes ! Atk the
war-worn Soldier ! The dignified e¢motions of his foul, in
fmiles of triumph, glowing on his veteran brows, evince.....
the effect is glorious !

Tuey fought for rrREepom ! They obtained the con-
queft ! They triumph in viGory !

THr prowefs of American arms was unequalled by the
greateft exertions of a well-difciplined, regular Britith fol-
diery ; and the humiliaticn of the firft generals in Europe
proves the aflfertion to be well grounded. Yet, far from
being influenced or inflamed with the ¢ Macedonian Mad-

man’s
* See the Order of the Day.
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man’s’’ frenzy,-—-our countrymen never ¢ wept that there
were no more worlds to fubdue’’ ! But, having obtained
their ricuTs by conqueft, they efteeme! it a tatk fufficient
% to fubdue themielves” ! and they conquered ! they became
civilized !----became citizens ! and are now happy and
free ! 'The conqueft of worlds was not their obje&,----It was
the acquifition of Indcpendence ! They fought on the de-
fenfive----It was the right of nature ; and they fealed their
charter with their beft blood. Their conqueft is ours !—--
They obtained the invaluable prize : be it ours to be
grateful and enjoy.

Evrork, our guondam mother-country, looks with wonder
on the undulating banners of Freedom, and, to the  lift of
enrolment,” would fain affix the fcal of her empire ! But,
alas ! her revenues, her expenditures, her armies, her navies,
her wars, her government, her oppreflions and diitrefles,----in
multiplied, and haggard forms, are fo many obftacles to pre.
vent her advancement to the TEMPLE OF FREEDOM.

~ Asia hides herfelf in her own magnificence, unable to
contemplate the grandeur and brilliancy of the fcene ;5 and
like the ¢ ftrong man,” duped to the faicinating provocatives
of DEevivaH,---lolls fupine, in the lap of effeminate luxury
and fenfual gratification, in the full pofleflion of nominal
pleafures, unreal happinefs, imaginary greatnefs, and often.
iible wealth and power. But the figh for humanity efcapes
us, when we refle®@ on the weaknefs and depravity of
man,~--whofe delight is awarice,~—whofe inheritance is mif-
ery l----who, inftead of walking with undeviating exactitude
in the paths of peace, truth, and virtue, have degenerated
from their primeval dignity, and now ¢ grope, debafed and
blind,” in the hard and rugged rcad of intolerance, fuper-
flition, and fenfuality.

Uxuarry Africa! far fiom thy fifter nations, thou art
fallen proftrite ; unable even to mix thy tears in the oblation
of pertecuted humanity.  But thou thyfelf {halt one day rife,
and thy oppreffors fhall tremble !

Tus poor Slave refts on his oar ; he hears the fhouts of
Freedom ; his heart burns within him ; he rifes to revenge
Lhimfelf on the violators of human rights !----But, alas ! bis
chain !----The figh of defpondency fterts the tear from his
foul ! and he falls infenfible to pain or plcafure. O God !
be merciful to the opprefled, and haften the day when man

fhall






