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AN ORATION, &e.

Forever hallowed be this desk, whether occupied
in delivering messages of grace and truth through Jesus
Christ, to a guiity world; or in tracing the will and ways
of God to man, touching those principles which he has
established, and which he approves of, for the construc-
tion and administration of civil government, in order to
the freedom and happiness of the human race!

Fellow-Citizons!

IN rising on this occasion, I feel that I am about
to address a christian audience, and in the anticipation
of that fact, have arranged the observations I am about
to make.

it has been usual amongst all the nations with whom
we are acquainted, to memorialize the most important e-
vents with which their history stands connected. _

The Jews had their Sabbath, their Passover, their Ju-
bilee, &c. 'The heathen nations have their remarkable
epochs, and celebrate them in various ways; and the
christian wcrld has its events and periods, which are
prererved by its institations and srdinances.  The biria
day of mar’s immertality, the day on which the Saviour
of the world brole the iron sceptre of death and arose
from the dead, is memorialized by the christian Sab-
bath.

The Fourtih day of July is memorable in these United
States, in having been the day on which the Independ-
ence of the American People was formally and solemnly
declared ferty years ago; and since its establishmeunt, it
has been usual fer the pesple in the different sections of
the union, to meet together to celebrate it—rfor this pur-
nose we are convenad.

But little advantage, it is apprchended, can arise from
our exercises on this cccasion, unless our minds are em-
ployed in forming corvect ideas of the nature and source
of those principles, which form the foundation of enligh!-
cned civil liberty, and,bg the operation of which aloue 1
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can be preserved—indced, our deliberations and refle--
tions in relation to this government ought to be, to acquire
a knowledge of those principles which are vital to jis ex-
istence, and to cultivate those sentiments and dispositions
which answer to their practical demands. These will
be better effected, as far as the present occasion is con-
cerned, by taking a short review of the history of former
Republics, than by an exclusive survey of the means em-
ployed, the dangers encountered, the toils and sufferings
endured, or the blood spilt in the establishment of our
freedom. - These to be sure are topics of great interest.
We cannot.admire too much the extraordinary achiev.
ments which rescued these United States from British
oppression. 'We dwell with delight and transport on the
iHustrious men by whom they were accomplished-—no
praise bestowed upon them can be exaggerated; no tri-
bute which a free and grateful people can offer, can ade-
quately recompense the patriotic officers and soldiers by
whose valorous decds American liberty was established.
'These have been the themes of the historian, the orator,
and the poet, and all that I could say, would be little
more than repetition—an hour ago, in this place,* we
heard an address of much splendour upon them.

It may not be improper to premise a few general ob-
servations, for the sake of perspicuity, before we enter
upon the proposcd review.

It is a first principle with all christian philosophers and
politicians, that Deity is the original and legitimate source
of all power. In scripture langnage, ¢there is no power
but of God:"” and ¢the powers that be are ordained of
God.” Notonlyis the power of the peoplein a Repub-
lican form of government, but the power of kings and
all other modifications of governmental authority among
men on earth, are derived from God. The power of devils
is conferred upon them by ti:e same universal sovereign,
and hell itself is the depositery of his power for the pun-
ishment of apostate spirits, «ad finally impenitent men.

*Captain Percival Butler delivcred an Oration at
nine o’clock.
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This is true, because deity is the only necessarily exist-
ent being in the universe, and because all other beings
are derivative; and it is also true, by reason of the fa,ct
that it is in him they live, and move, and have their be-
ing. A different sentiment involves the atheistical ab-
surdity, that man is seil-existent, or if therc be a
God, ke so slumbers on his threne, as to take no notice of
him, nor exercise any controul over him or his conduct, I
will not presume this to e the sentiment of any portion of
this enlightened audience. Tkhe cxistence and opera-
tion of such a principle has ever disqualified nations
for fireedom.

Upon inanimate matter the creator has impressed cer-
tain laws, from which it can never depart, but by his ap-
pointment. DMlan, considered as a creature, is of neces-
sity subject to the laws of his creator, for he is depend-
ent. A being independent of any other has no rule for
his conduct, but such as he prescribes to himself—his
own willis Lis law, and his happiness is secured by re.
garding none cther. A state of dependance will inevi-
tably oblige tlie inferior, to take the will of him on'whom
he ucpemlq as the rule of his conduct in those points
wherein his dependance consists. As man depends ab-
golutely on his Maker for every thing which corrduces to
his perfection and kappiness as an intellectual and mo-
ral Leing, itis necessary that he conform to his Maker’s
will—for a righteous sovercign cannot bestcw those
blese ings, wlnch are the rew m-ds of obedience, upon sub-
lects en f'wed in a course of rebellion against him.

When God created man, he gave him the capacity of
reason and free agency, and thereby formed him for mo-
ral zovernment—he also gave him the necessary informa-

tion for his proper regulation. 'This Being, who is in-
finite in wisdom, power, and goodness, has so contrived
and formed the constitution and frame of humanity, that
the rule of right, justice, self-love, and happiness, ate in-
separably inferwoy cn together, and are all in subordina-
tion to the divine will. Hence, the rule of obedience
in relation to both individuals and nations, is reduced
to this one paternal precept, ¢that man should pursue
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his own true and substantial happiness.” 1In crder to
this, however, it 1s necessary that he recogaize the sove-
reignty of the Supr me Being, agreeably fo the char acter
he ]ms communicated of hlmse‘lf and bow to his revealed
will as the supreme law of his conduct. There 18
to be sure a difference of opinion on this subject: froy
thence has arisen the different pavties which have divided
mankind, frem the government first established in Eden,
down to the present day. 1 may go even farther, and
say, that this was the ground of difference in heaven,
when a part of the a,nc'els revolted against the throne of
God, and were on that account pempltated down to hell,

Awiule others by their obedience, kept their first estate in
glory and blesscdness.

. The happiness or misery of intelligent beings, inclu-
ding all the subjects of the Kag Universal in the visi-
ble and the invisible world, have bcen, stiil are, and cver
‘must continue to be correspondent with this diversity of
sentiment and conduct. This must of necessity be true.

‘To obedience was and is connected pxotoctmn, security,

and happiness; and against disobedicnce the denuncia-
tion is, dying thou ehalt die; under which sentence is in-
cluded a1l the pains and sorrows incident to a state of
transgression. 'These evils, in conszguonce of trans-
gression, have heen rolling down the long carrent of time
in some form or other, from tlic expulsion of the first pa-

rents of our race from the bewers of paradise, to the pre-

sent period.

Man has natarzily a desire for freedom, and was form-
ed in a qualified and limited ccnse far it, not however,
for absolute independence, for the reasons hefore assign-
ed. He must ef pocessity be sabordinate o his creator
and preserver. The highest felicity and greatest free
dom of which he is capabl in an individunl or soctal re-
lation. are secured by obedience—disobedience disqual-
ifics him for, and deprives him of both.  Trausgression
renders him incapable cither of en]nymﬂ' or prear“un"
a tranquil and happy state of liberly, in any way recon-
cileable with the integrity of the government of Gog, o7
in a consistency with his subordmatw'x to hiz laws. B
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‘thasgression agains. the authority of ceity, the peinc-
ples of human nature, sensuality, 2varice, and ambltmn,
vhich were designed to be Le‘)* in subordination to that
auth(mtv, became the rwling cnes——-taey obtained the-
mastery, and all tha ..1s1u1e. violence, and blood, con-
sequent thereto, followed:  «For know ye not” (said the

Apestie) ¢“that to whem you yield yourselves to obey his
servants ye are wiota ye cbey, whether of sin unte
death, or of obedience urto rightecusness and peacer”’

I know that it is net usual to hear men indulge in ob-
servations like these, upon eccasions such as the present:
they are, however, no less true cn that account. 'The
lending of religious principles with political disquisi-
tions, has been for a long time almost proscribed. 'The
advancement however, of 1chgwus, moral, and political
science, and the growing couviction of thc connection
that exists belween earth and heaven, will, I trist, fullx
sustify me in departing from former mstom. It canmo
songer be thought, under the blaze of light which at this
time il! ummutes the christian world, that it isderogatory
to a man’s good sense or sound judgment, to acsert the
truth and importance of Bible intelligence, of Bible mo-
rality, and of Bible motives, in order to gunaiify a people
for the preservation and enjoyment of civil liberty. Ii is‘
helieved that God governs, as well the inhabitants and
Kingdoms of the earth, as the hosts of keaven, and thatthz
Eilieis ikebook in whichis published bis will, and the in-
i2rests and duties of men and nations,withiliustrationsand

proofs of both. Wenot only ece these things there proven,

tut the history of all past times, correcily obscrved, estab-

liches them. In the acknowledgement of thtSb truths
znd in a conduct correspondent, consist our security and
happiness a5 anation of {reemen.

Deity delightsnot in the miscry or slavery of man, and it
:conly as his Jicentiousness and crimes disqualify him
for happiness and freedom, that the sovereign of the uni-
verse infiicts punishments, and imposes restraints.  Itis
hience wrue, that he may will the same nation free at one
time, and to be in a state cf hondage atanoiber. The
nuadest form of government is the Repnblican—more
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‘genetal and correct intelligence, and a greater purity of
of morals are necessary for its preservaution, than for ‘zmy
other. The different degrees of increased depravity at
which nations arrive, render different modes of gov'ém.
ment necessary, corresponding in increased resiraint and
severity. By attending to the bistory of past times, we
shall see the truth of these remarks established, and be
enabled to draw much information therefrom, as to the
necessary means fer preserving our free institutions.

‘We have already observed, that it was the disobedicnge
to God’s commands, which occasioned the degradation
of our first parents in Eden—it was that which imposed
‘upon tliem the toils and sorrows to which they were sab-
jected. After they were placed upen a new and gracious
staie of probation, their posterity became extremely ce:-
rupt arid wicked: “and God saw that the wickedness
of man was greatin the earth, and tiiat-every imagina.
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, and that
continually.” It was by reason of this wickedness that
the flood came, which the righteous Noah and family on-
ly survived.

Some time after this great catastrophe, an association
was formed, with Nimrod at their head, for establishing
a religion and government of their own devising, and to
get themsclves a name in the world. ‘These self-willed
philosophers and politicians, no doubt, judged that their
plans and inventions of religion and government, would
far surpass those which God had established for the pat-
riarchal state. 'They however disagreed, as men have
done since who departed from the divine order of things,
and they were scattered abroad on the face of the earth.
In their migrations they carried the spirit with them
which first induced a revelt agrinst the government of
God, and as a legitimate consequence of it, they soon af-
ter made themselves kings, who quarrclled and made
war upon each other, as they have done since. 'The oc-
casion of this earthly ing-making business was, that the
people did not like to retain God, the king of heaven and
earth, in their knowledge, or to observe and keep his sta-
tutes, and he gave them up to a reprebate mind, to punich
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ane anether for their wickedness, by the very institutiong
which they themselves formed in corsequence of res
jecting the institutions of heayen.

~ The first Republican government of which we bave a-

ny account, was tke commonwezalth of Esrael. Moses in.
forms us, that it was a new thingin the earth. The form
of the government and the laws, were prescribed by God
himself-—he appointed the cfiices, but the officers, wha
were Judges, were appcinted by the people. 'The cha.

racter of those who were to administer the government
Gnd designated. They were to be able wien, such us
fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness. One of
the most important featuresin a true Republic is the reign

of law, not of parlies or factions. Accordingly, the di.

vine command to the people of Isracl was, ¢“Judges and

officers shalt theu make thee in all thy gates, which the
Lord thy God giveth thee, through all thy tribes: and
they shall judge the people with just judgment.” The
charge to the judges was, “Thou shalt not wrest judg-

ment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take 3 gift,
for a gift dothblind the eyes of the wise, aud pervert the

words of the righteous. That which is altcgether just

shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live and inherit the .
land which thy God giveth thee.”” David the son of
Jesse, the man who was raised on high, the anointed of
the God of Jacob, and the swcet-singer of Israel said,

“The spirit of the Liord spake by me, and his word was

in my tongue, the God of Israel said, He that ruleth o

ver men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.”” Da-

vid had the practical importance of these truths more

deeply impressed upon his owa lieart, by the effects

of some of his own crrors, and by the sad eonsequences.
of the corruption and electioneering & ypecrisy of his son.
Absalom, which he practised upon the creduiity, the ig-

norance, and the vanity of the people. He seems to
stand at the head of the clectioneering list—it may ot

be amiss te repeat the description of him recorded by

Samuel: «¢And Absalom rose up early, and stoed by the

way of the gate; and it was so, that when any man that

had a controversy came to the king for judgment, that
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Absalom culled to him, and said, of w hat cily art thon?
and he said. thy scrvant is of one ¢f the tribes of Isracl.
And Absalom szid unte him, sec thy matiers are gocd and

right; and there is no man deputed of the king to hLear
thee. Absalom said moreover, O that T were made
judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or
causs might come unto me, ‘aud I wou!d do him justice!
And it was so that when any man came nigh unto him .0
do him obeisance, he put forth his hand and took him and
kissed him—a=and on this manner did Absalom toall Ts-
rael, that cama to the king for Jll(]e;}‘}Cllt So Absalom,
stole the hearts of the men of Israel.”

The Republic cf Is2zel continued in the land of Ca-
naan ahout four hundred and lifty years, when the Judg-
es and thie people became corrapt—ceasing to reverence
the authority of deity, or to regard the prmuples which
he had established 2mong them, they vrere not suffictent-
ly virtuous either to preserve their owwn personal integri-
rity, or to bring detinguentsto justice. ‘Chrough the influ-
ence of irreligion, party spirit, and bribes, they lost their
capacity for freedom—their immorzlity and corruption
made a government of more energy and one more penal
necessary to restrain them. Weare acrordmrﬂl) inferm-
od, that «“In thase days there was o King in Isracl, and
cvery man did that whlc'x was right In his own eyes.”
The sons of Eli and Samuel wrouf"h‘ wickedly—“They

valked not in the way of their httuem, nor according to
their law, but turned aside after lucre, and took lmu“
.und pl,rverted judgment. Then all the elders of Esrzael
sate! unto Sameuel, Thou art olds and thy sons walk not
in thy ways, now make us a King to judge us, like 2l
the nations.” 1t became necesszry they should come
under the operaticn of a more severa course of discip-
line, to punish their wickedness and repress their licen-
tiousness. When they desired a2 King, the Lord con:-
manded Samuel to hearken to their voice. He inforni-
ed him that their desire for a King was not an unexpecte!
thing, but suggested that if was the necessary conse:
ql.em,e of t‘-‘lt Brogressive uepravny , whereby they Lad

corrupted *hun.,e“'f's from the timo hie had nm'lgh‘, them
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.out of the land of Egypt. Before a King wag granted
them however, to leave them without excuse, Samuel
was directed to expostulate with them, and to shew
them the way of the King. ¢And the Lord said unto
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that
they say unto thee, for they have not rejected thee, but
they have rejected me, that I should not reign over
them.”” This was the reason of their feeling the want
of, and of their desiring an earthly King. 'The same
cause has produced the same effect ever since. And
the Lord said, ¢“According to all the works they have
done, since the day that T brought them out of Egypt,
c¢ven unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me and
served other gods, so do they also unto thee. Now,
thervefore, hearken unto their voice: howbeit, yet pro-
test solemuly unto them, and shew them the manner of
the King that shall reign over them. And Saniuel told,
all the words of the Lord unto the people that asked of
him a King: and he said, This will be the manner of
the King that shall reign over you. He will take your
sons and appoint them for himself, for chariets, and to
be his horscmen, and some shall ran before his chari-
ots; and he will appoint him captains over thousands,
aind captains over fifties, and will set them to ear his
ground, and to reap his harvest, and to niake his instru-
ments of war, and mstruments of his chariots—and he
will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be
cooks, and to be Imkers; and he will take your fields
and your vineyards, and your olive yards, even the best
of them, and will give them unto his servants; and he
will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyard,
and give to his officers and to hls servants; and he will
fd xe your servants and goodliest young men, and put

them to his work. He will take the tenth of your sheep.
And ye shall cry out in that day, because of your King
which ye shall liave chosen you, and the Lord will not
hear you in that day. Nevertheless, the people refused
to obey the voice of Samuel: and they said, Nay: but
we will have a King over us, that ke may judge for us,
and = out befora us, and fizht our hattles.”

B

13
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‘The necessary consequence of a nation tlrowing off
- its allegiance to God, is the extinction of all the tender
sympathies and better feelings of the heart, and even the
destruction of the first principles of nature, those of self-
preservation. In this case the Israelites, having rejected
God that he should notreignover them, prefered cursing
toblessing, slavery before liberty, and evena cruel and ig-
nominious death to a life of felicity. 'To that state of
society which, by rcason of its corruptions and deprav-
ity, a kingly government becomes necessary, the Re.
publican form would be one of the greatest cvils that
could hefal a people. It could not last but for a very
short time, and a state of anarchy, violence and blood,
would necessarily succeed. Hence, under a superin-
tending provideance, a regal government is never
imposed upon a free people, but when they have
arrived at an extreme degree of wickeness, and
stand in need of extraordinary restraint and punish-
ment. A desire for gffensive war is one of the neces-
sary consequences of licentiousness in a free people,
which ofien eventuates in the subversion of their lib.
erty.

In the history of the Jewish wconemy, an extraordi-
nary train of stupendous and minute events is exhibited.
Every transaction is so minutely marked, as every
where to display the superintendance of Godin the dis-
position of civil power. 'When the people were reli-
gious and virtuous, the power o self-government was
delegated to them—they were then qualified for free-
dom: when they hecame irreligions, by renouncing their
allegiance and declining their obedience to God, the
power was vested in the hands of a King as a rod
for the correction of their disobedience.

The same providential direction and superintendance
would be as clearlv seen in all the cencerns of life, in
the preservation of individuals, the rise and fall of Re-
publics, Kingdoms and Empires, and in 21l the mighty
revolutions in this world, as in the Jewish administra-
tions. were deity to give us as minute and explicit 2
verbal account of them as Je has of these; and ay to prin-
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ciple, there would be nothing contradictory beiween
them.

'The particular information given of the changes in
the Israclitish government, embracing great as w vell as
small things, and the causes which produced them are
intended to shew us that God does govern—that the ve-
ry hairs of our heads are mumbered, and that a Sparrow
does not fall to the ground without his notice. 1t is al-
so designed to teach us that against Him, whose deter-
minations and laws are pubhshed and explained in his
book, no might, no council, no cunning, no craft can
prevail: and that the 1nd1v1dual or nation who walketh
uprightly, walketh safely.

The history of the times that are past, is the pro-
phet of the future.

The principles developed, and the truths established
in the history of the Republic of Israel, are equally ap-
plicable to the Republics of Greece and Rome, and to
those of a more modern date.

The Romans, who derived from tradition some know-.
ledge of God and his superintendance over the concerns .
of mhons, founded their system of policy at the very o-
rigin of their state upon that best and wisest principle,
the feur of the gods, and a firm belief in a divine over-
rualing providence. 'Their children were trained up in
this helief from tender infancy, which took rost and grew

up with them, by the influence of an excellent eﬂucatwn,
where they had the benefit of example as well as pre-
cept. Hence, we read of no heathen nation in the world
where both tie public and the private duties of religion
were so strictly adhered to, and so scrupulously observ-
ed, as amnongst the Romans. 'They imputed their good
or had success to the observance or neglect of thesc du-
ties, and they reccived public prosperltles or public ca-
iamities, as blessmw conferred, or punishments inflicted
by their gods. T heir hlstormns hardly ever give us an
account of any deieat received by that people, which
they do not ascribe to the omission of some religious du-
ty. Fer thongh the ceremonies there mentioned justly
appear to us instances of absurd and extravagant super-
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#ition, yet a9 they were estecmed essential acts of pe}i-
gion by the Romans, they must consequently carry all
the force of religious principle. Having received but
little, little was required of them.

“We neither exceed,’ said Oicero, ‘speaking of his
countrymen, the Spaniards in number, nor did we excel
the Gauls in sirength of body, nor the Carthagenians in
craft, nor the Greeks in arts or science. But we have
indisputably surpassed all the natiens in piety and at.
tachment to religion, and in the only point which can be
called true wisdom, a thorough conviction that al} things
here below are directed and governed by divine prm-'i-
dence.” 'To this principle alone Cicero atiributes the
grandeur and good fortune of his country. <For what
man is there,” says he, ¢éwho is convinced of the exist.
ence of the gods, but must own at the same time, that our
mighty Empire owes its origin, its increasc, and its pre-
servation to the protecting care of their divine provi-
dence.” From this principle proceeded that respect for
and submission to the laws, and that temperance and mod-
eration, which are the best defencs against the cneroach-
ments of injustice and oppression. Hence, 100, arose
their unextinguizhable love for their country, which next
to the gods, they looked upon as the clief object of ver.
eration.

As long ss the morals of the Romans were formed and
vegulated by the virfious requisitions of their religion.
they were free and invincible. But the atheistical doc-
trine of Epicurus, whichinsinuated itself &! Rome, unde:
the respectable name of philosophy, afier their acquain-
tance with the Greeks, undermined and destroyed this
ruling principle. When the introducticn of atheism
had annibilated the reverence for religion, founded vpon
-the apprehension of a superintending providence, the
great bar to corraption was moved, and the passions of
sensuality and ambition let loose, to run their full career
without check or controul. 'The infroduction, there fore,
of the atheistical tenets aitributed to Epicuras, was the
real canse of that rapid depravity of the Roman man-
Aars, which led direstly to the destruction of Roman libs
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cety. Tt might, fn this state of Roman Yicentisusness,
be said as it was in Israel, when that nation unlfitted it-
self for liberty, by its irr thlon and consequent deprav-
ity of morals: “I'here was no King in Rome, and every

man did that which was right in his own own eyes.”

Julius Cesar, who sub\e ted the constitution of his
country, was an athelst both in principle and practice:
He asserted man’s total extinction at death.

The Republics of Greece were destroyed by thie same

atheistical principles, which were the occasion of en-
tombing the liberties of Rome.

The ﬁnst principles of human nature, which are the
same in all, prove from their necessary tendencies, as
does the history of the world, that the mind of man must
be under the controulmg mﬂueme of a sense of Deity,
and the binding obligation of his will, {o preserve a
sound morality, and to prevent that licentiousness which
makes the strong arm of civil government necessary.
‘They both prove that a nation pessessing civil liberty,
can only preserve and rationally erjoy it, by their influ-
ence. It by no means follows that a nation of people,
who are wﬂlmo- and prcpared to dethrone their I\mg,
and to release themselvw from the yoke which a tyrant
may have fastened upon them, are therefore qu__ahﬁed for
freedom. Such an cmancipation is often, by reason of
the want of correct principle, 2nd by the operation of a

correspondent conduct in them, no betier than unchain-
ing the Hyena or the Tiger.

"The events of the ld.st twenty-five years in France,
and the principles w hich gave motion and direction to
that nation, afford conclasive cvidence upon this subject.
They are of the same character with those already noti-
ced.

The politicians and philosophers in France veore not
the original causes. as some have ailedged. but cnly
the main movers of the state of violence and blood which
marked the revolution, and aided in the military despe-
tism of the nation. 'These causes were laid broad and
deep in the pre-existing state of society on the continent of
Eurape, and more p'utlculal]\ in Germany and Fraues,
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of which these two orders of men availed themselves,
for the purpose of promoting their respective designs.
This predisposing state of society was brought aboutby
the decay and almost enlire extinction of the christian
religion, which had been progressively and rapidly de-
clining for a full century previous to the French Kevo-
lution, almost all over the European continent. The
heart of igan is prone to infidelity, and all those institu-
tions which encourage this propensity, of necessity lay
the axe to the rcot of public prosperity, by destroying
the basis of moral obligation. The degeneracy of the
christian religion, and the substitution ¢f men’s devices,
explanations, and systems, for the truths and precepts
exhibited in the gospel, naturally and necessarily con-
duct a nation into speculative deism, and practical athe-
ism. Men of discernment, attending only to the defor-
mities and contradictions of a system thus produced, af-
ter detecting their numberless mummeries, frauds, and
absurdities, and taking them for a true account of chris-
tianity, reject it altogether; and being ignorant of any
purer religion, plunge themselves into atheism, and as &
necessary consequence, free themselves from all moral
restraint. They then feel at full liberty to do any thing
that does not endanger their own personal safety. Thus
the whele system of morals is reduced to a mere calcn-
lation of individual expediency; tbere is no longer any
general rule of morality, but every different individual
has a different moral code, which he is perpetually fitting
as circumstances arise to his own convenience, caprice,
and inclination.

The greatest iniquity and corruption are not to be
sought for, neither will they be found z2mong the hea-
thens, whether of a savage, or of comparatively civilized
life. 'These idolatrous nations are kept within some
bounds of wickedness, by their ignovance, and the few
ideas of right which they have obtained through an ob-
scure tradition. But the greatest corruption and inicui-
ty, the most horrible blasphemy, the most atrocious
crimes, are to be found in the thoughts, words, and ac-
tions of infidels, in those countries where the blessings of
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revelation have been bestowed upon, and rejected
by man. 'The reason for the greater wickedness
in christian than in pagan countries is that with the re-
jection of the greater light of revelation, there is an en-
tire disruption of morals, with the passions of sensuality,
avarice and ambition, augmented with ten-fold strengih
and fury.

The whole continent of Europe, for many years previ.
ous to the French Revolution, had by corruption in reli-
gion naturally gravitated iuto atheism; and profligacy.
and intelligence being more universally diffused over
France than any other nation of continental Europe, the
explosion necessarily took place there in the first in-
stance. It was a state of society in which infidelity
had untied all the ligaments of moral ebligation, and let
loose all the depravity of the hum:n heart to find uncon-.
trolled vent in the commission of every enormity, that
made an effectual demand for the labours and writings
of Voltaire, Rousseau, D’ Alembert, Condorcet, Dide-
rot, and many others of the same character.

It was the corruption of religion, or rather its dos-
truction, with a correspondent profligacy of manrers,
which caused the sanguinary scenes of the French revo-
lution, and incapacitated that nation for civil liberty—
yes, it was the total abandonment of the religion of hea-
ven, and the moral obligation arisingfrom it throughout
France, that rendered the people of that country fully
ripe for the explosion which was for a while to shatter
into fragments all the principles of religion, and institu-
tions of government. Mr. Jeflerson, itis said, declared
that when he was in Paris, atheism was the common ta-
ble talk of the French Bishops.

"The following are some of the sentiments which were
{mblicly proclaimed by the leading politicians and phi-

osophers, who gave character and direction to revolu-
tionary France—ihey are extracted from a discourse
composed by one of the orators of that nationt, and print-
ed and circulated by order of the national convention.
“Man, when free, wants no other divinily than himself.
Reason dethrones both the Kings of the earth and the
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Kn‘lg of heaven. No monarchy abgve, if we wish to
preserve our Republic below.  Volnmes have heen writ-
ten to determine whether a Republic of atheists could
“exist: I maintain that any other Republic is a chimera.
If you admit the existence of an heavenly sovereign, you
introduce the wooden horse within your walls—what yon
adore by day, will be your destruction hy night.” It
has been well remarked by an orator of the present age,
that <the spirit of infidelity has the heart of a Wolf, the
fangs of a Tyger, and the talons of a Vulture. Blood is
its proper nourishment, and it scents its prey with the
nerves of a hound, and cowers overa field of death, on
the sooty pinions of a fiend. Unlike other animals of
prey, it feeds upon its own kind, and when glutted with
the blood of others turns back upon those w ho have been
its coadjutors, who if either its disposition or its mea-
sures coulcl admib of friendship, would have been its
friends.”” Between ninety and an hundred of these a-
heistical philosophers and politicians, leaders in the
mighty work of destruction in France, fell by the hand
of violence. Emancipated from all rehvxom obliga-
tion and correct moral sentiment. their only' ohjects were
individual and party agerandizement. Enemics to all
1en, they were enemies to one another.  Butchers of the
human race, they soon whetted the kuife tor each others
throais, and the tremendous being who vules the Uni-
verse, whose existence they have denied, whose Son
they had pronounced the G)ﬂ‘spllf!"' of pollutmn , and
whose word they had burnt by the hands of the common
hangman, swept them away by the hand of violence,
an untimely grave.

"To have preserved their freedom in peace and happi-

ness in this state of atheism. was lrnpuscnbw It had
heen a cenclusive proof that God does not exist or rule
agreeabiy to his word: The fact wonld have been estab-
lished, that man when free, warts no other divinity than
himseli—that human reason annihilates the King of
heavm, and that any other than a Republic of atheists
1s a chllnem—-—qu, these facts would have been estab-

Tished, in direct opposition to the order of God’s throne,

L
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and in coniradiction to the experience of the world. The
French nation became, instead of a nation of rational free-
ren, a kind of suburb to the world of perdition. As they did
not like to retain God in their knowledge, he gave them
over to reprobate minds, being filled with all wicked-
ness, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, haters of God,
zm :d, boasters, inventors of evil things, without natu-

rel aﬂcbtmn—-—dem ing the Lord God, and like brate
beasts corrapting themselves, they became worthy of
death by his judgments.

The people of these United States, after having a-
chieved their frcedom by the favour of heaven, and with
a reliance on a superintending providence, looked on the
acitations of France with much interest and solicitude,
because they thought they discerned through her con:
vulsive and bloody spasms the French people redeemed
from monarchical vppression. 'The Americans looked
forward to the penoX bat a little way off, as they erro-

neously supposed, when a sister Republic would arise
in beauty and majesty, to make happy, and thghten
the people of the old world. Vain expeciation! France
had waged war against the God of armies, who was A-
merica’s safety and protection, and in vhose name she
not only engaged in hostilities, but established her free-
dow. Tt was on this account that France, instead of be-
Ing a nation of freemen, was a stall of death, and after
havi ing shed oceans of blood, and destroyed and been
destroyed to the number of millions and millions, return.
ed like the exhausted Tyger, fuinting by the loss of
blood, to her cage again.

Deity scems To have permitted the trial of the princi.
ples of atheism, and of that ecclesiastical and religious
corruptioh which lead to them, to be made in the centre
of christendom, where revelativr: underwent a total e-
clipse, while atheism. performing on a dark theatre its
strange and fearful tragedy, confounded the first elements
of societv in indiscriminate ruin, and convalsed all Eu-
rope to its centre, that the imperishable memorials of
these events mizht teach the world, as it had been tanght
by the ggd hi storv of tlic Israelitish Republic, to the laet

C
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generatious of mankind, to consider aiegicice o the
God of heaven, and the truth and ¢ultivation of the reli-
gion of Jesus Christ and its moral influence, as forming
the pillars of a free government, the safeguards of socie-
ty and of natiens, and the parent of social order, which
alone have power to curb the fury of the passions, to se-
cure to every individual his rights, and to free institu-
tions their perpetuity—VYes, the trial has been made,
and the lesson has been learnt. Even the crowned heads
of Europe, the Emperors of Russia and Austria, and
the King of Prussia, have, in what they call the Holy
Leugue, explicitly acknowledged its truths. <We have,
(say they) scen from experience, and from the unhappy
consequences that have resulted for the whole world,
that the course of the pelitical relations in Ilurope be-
tween the powers, has not been founded eon thoese true
principles, upon which the wisdom of God, in his reveia-
tions, has founded the pcace and prosperity of all na-
tions. We reciprocally engage between ourselves, and
in respect to our subjects, to adopt, as the sole means
to attain this end, the principles drawn {rcm the word
and doctrine of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who preaches
not to live in enmity and hatred, but in eace and love.”
As an explicit avowal of their design in publiching theic
manifesto they say— <«In consequence of the great ¢
vents which have distinguished in Europe the course ol
the last three years, and especially the blessings which
it has pleased Divine Providence to shed upon these
States, whose governments have placed their confidence
and hope in it 2lone, having acquired the thorough con-
viction, that it is necessary for ensuring the continuance
of these blessings, that the several powers in their mutu-
a) relations, adopt the sublime truths which are pointed
out to us by the eternal religion of the Saviour God, de-
clare solemnly, that the present act Lias no other object
than to shew in the face of the Universe, their unwaver-
ing determination to adopt for thic only rule of their
condtict, both in the administration ¢f their respective
States, and in their political relation with every other
soverzment, tite precents of this hely religion, the pre-
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cepts of Justice, of charity, and of peace, which, far from
being solely applicable to private life, ought on the con-
trary directly to influence the resolutions of Princes, and
to guide all their undertakings, as being the only means
of giving stability to human institutions, and of remedy-
ing their imperfections.” They therefore solemniy de-
clare, that ‘the only rulirg principle between the above-
mentioned governments and their subjects, shall be that
of rendering reciprocal services—of considering all as
members of one christian nation, the three allied Princes
;ooking on themsclves as celegated by Providence, to
govern these branches of the same family confessing that
the christian nation of which they and their pecple form
a part have really no other sovereign than Him, towhom
alone power belongs of vight, because in him alone are
found all the treasures of love, and science, and of wis-
dom; that is to say, God our divine Saviour Jesug
Christ.”’ :

Yes, the lesson is learnt, and the truths are confessed,
that there is really nuo other sovereign than God the Sa-
viour, to whom alone power belongs of right, who is uni-
versal ruler, and unto whom every knee shall bow, and
every tongue confess! May the inhabitapts of the whole
carth recognize these truths, and yield obedience to
their holy requsitions! |

The practical consequences to be drawn from the
rursory review taken of the history of former Republics,
and the lessons of wisdom to be derived therefrom, in
relation tothe interests and policy of our own country, are
very obvious: | -

Do we desire our free institutions to be preserved—
our liberty and equality of rights to be maintained, with
iranquility at home, and peace abroad? We must im-
prove our qualifications and capacities for freedom. To
avoid an earthly King, that he shall not reign over us,
we must hecome well acquainted with the will of the
King of Heaven, and with the atmost integrity prescrve
onr allegiance to him. Ii was the neglect and violation.
of these, that unfitted the children of Israel, and the peo-
ple of other Republics, for freedem, and prodyced the
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necessity of kirgs, whom Ged gave them in displencure,
We must understand and foster the great vital repablicai
prin_ciples taught us by Jesus Chrisi, who comuiands uz
to “be called of no man, Lord,” for, said he, <“one is
your master, even Christ, all ye are brethren™—. ;g
that would be chief among Yo, iet him be your servant.”
God is our soverign King, and we are brethren and fel.
low-citizens. So long as these sentimeris prevail, no
orders of nobility can exist among us. "These secu-
timents, however, cannot prevail, but by the operative ine
fluence of the gospel. 1t is that which inspires with a
fraternal and republican spirit, the citizens of the com-
monvwealth, which infuses mutuzl benevolence, and sub-
due that pride, party spirit, sensuality and zmbitien,
which have been the efficient causes of that usurpatior,
violence, and oppression, whereby our unhappy race has
been afflicted. 'T'he want of this divine equalizing in-
fluence predisposes a free people to be practized wupon,
and led astray by the flatterics, the falsehcods, and the
fraudsof ambitious and unprincipled men, and leaves the
passions without controul, to take their fuli sweep in tu-
mult and riot. In such a state of things, the national
tendency is to war; and through ideas of fuise honeur,
&c. which are its attendants, the blessings of peace and
prosperity cease to be prized, and aye made to give way
o the miseries of the opposite state.

'The truths of the gospel teach men to place a high va-
lue on human life, and to regard with affecting concern
whatever tends to ils destruction, as it is hy those truths
that life and immortality are brought to ligh:. and those
eternal interests arc made krown, the possession and ex-
joyment of which depend upon the improvement of time,
upon gospel principles. Hexnce, the appropriate policy
and disposition of a christian Republic, are the cultiva-
tion of peace upon earth, and good will towards men.
Vo secure these as far ns pessible, and the other bles-
gings connected with cir liberties and rights, we are
taught fo elect for curselves, “able men, such as feow
God, men of truth.” |
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T'he necessity of having such men in authority, in ox
der to the peaceful and prosperous administration of the
government, is great. God governs; anditis only those
public functionaiic: who live with his fear before their
eyes, that feel his 1nws binding, and regard the happi-
ness of a nation as depending in any practical degree, up-
on obedicnce to, and reliance upon him. Mcn, whe by
their conduct evince the seatiment that there is no God, or
if there be one, that he takics no concern ner exercises any
control ever the interests of a naticn—can 1t be expected
that such men will rule in rightecusness, or conduct ac-
cording to tae morality of the christian faith? Can any
thing be more preposterous than to expect from men who
are licentious and wicked, more virtae i= publis, ﬂmn
private stations? Men who would hazard their cwnlives
and seek the lives of their fellew-men, in violation of the
laws of God and of their country, in affairs of fulse hon-
our,—~can it be sapposed that the blood and lives of their
fellow-countrymen, and the true horor and peace cf a
nation, are safe in their hands? It is impescihie. Their
¥deas of honour and propriety are in hostility i5 the laws
and government of (God, and a course of conduct prompt-
ml and regulated by them, whetlier of a private or of a

ublic natm'c, he Las pledged himself to punizh. Swveh
rmti'm" of honour and propriety are as celeteripus in
sieir tendencies to the real interests of a free peopie, as
vas the breath that blasted man’s peace in Ed-

Agrin.  Can the monied interest, er the public treasu-
1y, be regarded as safe, in the bands of men whose wart
of virtnous principle, and whose debauched and profi.

sate habits tempt and lead them to jeopardize tae sup.
[w** vea, the hread of their families, upon the cast of a
die, or thf‘ turn of a card® Nien who waonld exnese their
wives and children. who are bone of their hione, and

"“*h of their iesh, fo beggary and ruin at a gambtliagta.
o, it insleed be considered unsafe miardians of pub
1 § nropem', and a nation’s rights.

I mizht tnde2d, go en and enmmey -ate in detail,
all these immorelides of character which wnilt men
for devising sysiems of policy, and for the adminisivation

5
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of the affairs of » fiee people. Thcy aie all comprelien-
ded under the gcneral description of those v ko do no:
live with the fear of God before theiv eves

The judgments of heaven are visitod upon a nation,
whose ideas of intcrest and honour, and plans of puhu ,
are. formed sand directed by liceniions and profliga
men. Ploody and fruiiless wars, and oppressive mx-
es, with all the grinding and complicated forms of miserv
incuknt thereto, follow in the regular order of cause and
affect, and often end in the subversion of the government.

I* was under a clear and siroeng conviction of the
truth of these sentiments, that our greal Waskington,
when about to take leave of public lite, in his valedie-
tory address to the people of these United States, expres-
sed himseli in the followi ing manner:—4Gf all the
dlﬂposlf ous aund habits which Jead to political prespeii-

Yy, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In
\'ain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who
shouid laber to snbvert these great piHars of human hap-
Jiness—these first props of the duties of men and citi-
zens.  'The mere politician, equally with the picus maun,
sught to respect and to cherish them. A volume could
not trace all their connexions with private and with pub:
lic felicity. ‘ Let it simply be acked, where is the securi-
ty for property, for reputation, fer Iife, if the sense of re-
ligious obligation desert the oaths, which are the instru-
ments of investigaiion in Courts of Justice? And let us
with caution indulge the supposition, that merality can
be maintained without religion. 'Whatever may be con-
ceded to the influence of refined education on minds of
necajiar structuve, rezson an:d experience bhoth forbid us
to expect that national morality can prevail, in exclusion
of reiigions prisciples.

¢1¢ 15 substantiaily true, that virtue or moralityis a ne-
cessary spring of popular government. Who thatisa
cincere friend to ic can leok with indiffevence upon at-
sntapts to shake the fonndation of the fabrick.”

These werve the sentimenis of our Washington,
These are e seniiments of wisdom and of Pmcllca]
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trath, hoti in relation to men and govermments. A di-
rect counexion as well exists between the meral princi-

les of public men and their measures, as in private
{)ifu. Iience, Solomon says, «When the righteous are
in authority, the people rejoice: and when the wicked
bear rule, tlie people mourn.” And as an indication of
the immorality and licentiousncss of the peeple on the
one hand, and their virtue on the other, he sayss «They
that forsake the law praise the wicked,” they eiicourags
and support them: bui ¢They that }\een the law o*xtenu
with them;”” they will not countenance tnem.

In réspect to filling public offices by election, there
is one view of the qub;ﬂct that ought to impress cvery
cliistian republican with sericus concern, in the excr-
cise of his elective franchise—it is t«us, that the men
whom he elects to pubhc stations in this government, not
only represent him in the councils and oﬂu,es, in wluc
they are placed, according to the social compact, but they
represent Lira in the view of the God of the Universe.

Their irveligion, false honour, and profligacy, become
his by representation; they are imputed to him by rea-
son of lis choice, and the evil consequences which are
the causes of a nation’s mourning, are visited upon him,
and those who elect thein, as ﬂum constitucnts.

As we would desive the smiles, the blessings, and the
protectionr of the Supreme governor of the world, and
long to posscss the land and government he has given
s, we ought conscientiously and religiously, to bestow
our suﬂl.qges upon those men whese priaciples, and cha-
racters are furmed nupon his wiil.

It is in vain to expect a long continuance of national
peace and prosperity, should his will and truth be not
the vuling principles. Make the tree 2ood, that his fruit
nay be good—for men do not gather granes from thorns,
nor figs from thistles.

1t nuﬂht also te be considered, that christian and mea-
ral men, b\ clecting anti-christian and immoral characters,
confer upon them a deadly 'y influcnce agaist the reputa- -
tion, and interests of the christian rehwmn.—-—Y es, 2
weight and extent of inflldence is thus conferred, far,
























