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ISAIAH LXVL 8.

WHNO HATH HEARD SUCH A THING? WHO HATH €EEN SUCH
THINGS ? SHALL THE EARTH BE MADE TO BRING FORT
"IN ONE DAY ? SHALL ANATION BE BORN ATONCE ? FO
_AS SOON AS ZION TRAVAILED,SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER

CHILDREN,

| B AS the anniverflary of American inde-
pendence, for the firft time fince it bath been publicly noe
ticed in this town, falls on this Lord’s day ; 1 fhall, in my

turn and place, pay fuch attention to it, as not, I hope, to
be uninftru@ive to hearers, if not fo pleafing as fome of

the panegyricks which havé been exhibited on this event-
ful day, and much exhaufted fubje. The paragraph of
Scripture, that fource of ufeful knowledge upon all occa-
fions, made choice of for the fubje&t of our meditation at
this time, may well be applied to this da, ' events, even if
this was not the primary intention of the prophecy, as one
learned author {uppofeth it is, and no’ other. 1 heartily
concur with him, that nothing hath paft to which it is fo
well accommodated, and we may profitably improve it, un-
til fome future fcene hath a better claim toit.” Though I
have fingled out the cighth verfe for my text, yet you muft
begin at the fifth verfe, and read along even beyond the
text to fee the pertinency of the accommodation, "

I fhall, FirfR, explain the whole paragraph.

Secondly, applyit. i | |

" ? Thirdly,
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s 1 cxtacbox‘ ma meﬁi& ,,'
tlgmu. a:li Ra&e of diit "affairs requltg!f " Qﬁﬂ

%ar& an exp lanation of the whole paﬂ'age from v & to
beyond cjur tex‘t; is to be givem, . . %é
" “The prophet thus begins, & Hear ye" tﬁé wotd - oF the
Lotd, ye that tremble at his word,” The addrels comes
from the Lord hmfelfs ‘and thcuﬁore demande {olemn at=
tention and attentive hearing,’ They who tremble at God’s
word are evxdently fuch as make confcience ef obfervmg
the inftitutions, 'and walking in the ‘ordinances and come
mands of the Lerd, in preference tethetraditions, and ime
pofitions of men: -  Your brethren:that had you, that
caft you out for my name’s fake, faid, Let the Lord be glo-
‘rified.”” | Thefle tremblers at Pod’s word were bated of
their brethren, and caft out for his name’s fake, and all for
the glory of the Lord, The confcientious obeyers of God
rather tbmn men, are often hated bv them who do not fol-
low theit hud%ié example, and even when united by fras
Gl tits. | The world hatell Chrift becadfe''of- his” hoh-

conformity to.it, . And He tells "bis difciples that
thould be hatcd of all men for his name’s fake bpﬁx

like‘thefe in the context, were the obje&s of the hatred of
‘their pwn nation, their brethrcn, who profeffed to be wor-
fhippers of the fame God with them. - The haters. of their
’brethren indeed mixed their own inventions with ' divine
ordinances, and taught for doétrines the commandments of
men, and could not abide thole who received the Scrip= -
tures pure, and unadulterated with human mixtures. Nothe
jng fo provokes bigoted traditionifts as a ft1i& and clofe
adherence to {cripture, and a refolute oppofition to their
new found inventions : it greatly grieves their zealous fouls
and flirs up their wrath to perfecuting fury.  So was it
here— ¢ And they faid, let the Lord be glonﬁcd ” afm'
they had caft them out,
" Thé original word for cafing them out, is very emphat;-
cal and amounts to a total expulfion of them from com-
munion, ' Supererogationifts pride themlelves much in do-
ing what is required of them by pretended lawful,but real-
ly ufurped authority.” They thmk they acquire a double
honour  in obeying God and man too, not conﬁdermg
that it belongs ta God alone to prefcribe in matters of religs
ion ; and if it is only for decency and order’s fake, every
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ong opght to be left to.the freedom of his own conlcients,
and not be compelled to a@ counter to the di@ates of his
“owit'nind,” Thefe tremblers at God’s word were not on.
ly caft out of communion and fellowfhip, but were obliged
to'feek an” afylum'in a foreign land. For the earth did
not bring forth, nor was the nation born' where they dwelt
withi their'brethren, tnit where they weént to after being
caft oiit.. “They being thys expelled are purfned with ths
blefling, * Let the Lord be glorified.”” It is no noveity
for blind zeal and fuperflition to prompt their votarics to
perfecute the confcientious, ynder the {pecious pretence of
pleafing and glorifying God. *‘ They, faith Chrift to his
difciples, fhall put you out of the Synagogues, yea, the
time cometh that whofoever killeth you will think he doth
God fervice.?” Saul thought, in the plenitude of his zeal,
he ought to do many things againft Jefus of Nazareth, and
his followers, Thus thought the perlecutors of their con-
feientious brethren, and it feems they purfued them even
to the 1and they were caft outto, The trayajl and pain
‘thefe poor outcalts are fubje@ed to, is of their brethrer’s
procuring. * But, before the travailed, the brought forth ;
before her pain came,fhe was delivered of a man child. v.5.*
This was in the land they were caft to. And it is farprif-
ing this man child fhould be born before travail or pain
came on. What can this mean 3 deliverance is not ac-
-complifhed till after travail and pain. The metaphor of
- travailing in Scripture, is ufed to fignify fome great diftrefs
‘1t is taken from the labour of women : but men may fuf-
fer.it. *° Afk ve now, and fee whether a man doth travail
with child ? Wherefore do I fee every man with his hands
on his loin<, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned
into palenefs ? Alas ; for that day is great, fo that none is
like it : it is even the time of Jacob?s trouble, but he fhall
be'faved out of it.”’ Jerem.'xxx.6.7. This travail is
the occafion of thie nation’s being born at once. A nation
is born when'it becomes independent : and its travail: is
in the pain that precedes that birth, This tiavail is, doubt-
- lefs, the calamity of war.  As travail and parturition pains -
are literally the diftrels of the female fex, by the penal ef-
tablithment of God, for the tranfgreflion of Eve; (o war,
proceeding from the lufls of men, ic, inits travail and pain,
the diftrefs of nations,” To this calamity the forecited
| . : | Jeremiah







