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THE publisher proposes’ to} continue this
work in several successive Numbers. He re-
qﬁé@ts, the patronage of a genenous . Publick.
“Three Numbers exclusive of the first, are nearly
ready for the Press. Communications on the
subject of Bible Policy, or Divine Institutions,
will be ~very acceptable to the pudlisher, and
shall be treated with speciel attention. If sent
Post paid to the Post-Office at Staunton. |

 CONTENTS.

~ No. 1. Contains, FIrsT. An I-ntt‘ddu&ﬁry |
Preface, treating oi the Origenal Rise and Pro-
ghess of human Misery in the present Life.

SecoNp. A political Address on the Bible,
Ricurs or Man composed for the 4th of July.

No. 2. Contains, A Brief Fssay on LiserTy,
Natural Moral, Civil and Remceous. And
will be published as soon as can be convenient.
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AN lNTRODUUI‘ORY PREFACh

"

GENi[‘LE READER' L S

- ¥ scarcely need infornr you, : that the earnest
and constant desireaof happiness is an instinctive
- principle, essential to human nature. As g
~ necessary consequence of this principle, we fingd
“the high and the low, the rich and the paor,
the sage and the savage, constantly, employed
in the pursuit of this only desirable objeet.
But what has been the general result of  all
their unwearied labours inevery age? Truely
warse than Solomons account for the most pazf,
for in thousands of instances the numerous
candidates have been swallowed up in misery,
while in the most earnest pursuit of happiness.
Those who are but supcrficially acquainted
with the history of past ages; and pays seme
degree of attention to the present state of nations,
socleties and individuals, will soon confess with
me, that all the real happiness and content
which mankind have enjoyed in the present
life, since the first fatal transgression have born
no proportion to the real miseries which are
on record, and are still at present experienc
by the nations of the universe. : The question
than is, s human misery adxsease uncurable,
and national and social happ'ness abso]utely
unattainable in the present life, in such a measuce
and degree as divine Revelation has pointed
out, and absolutely promised. And the wise
and virtuous patriots in all ages have strained



4 An Intreductory Preface.

every nerve to proecure for themselves, and
for their beloved country and posterity for
ages to come ? Shall mutinal enmity and hatred:
ever continue and increase ; and mankind never
ezase to persecute, robe, murder and destroy
one another? Shall wars and rumours of wars
ever terrify and destroy, and earthquakes and
pestilential disorders always rage with relent-
less fury: in the universe ¢ |

. If these questions are to be answered in the
affirmative, then why have mankind been so
fong deceived with false hopes, and the righteous
and the wicked, the wise and the unwise
Iaboured so long in vain. Why have so many
wvolumns been written; and so many orations
delivered to direct mankind in the search of
that which was never to be found?

But a still more serious. inquiry here present
itdelf ; the pure and peaceable doctrines of the
Gospel have been taught ; and its friendly pre-
eepts inculcate these eighteen centres, & still no.
material change has taken place with respect
 social- and national happiness.
~ The true friends of christianity have still in
&very’ age been persecuted, betrayed and op-
wressed ; and the false friends and avowed
‘enenties of the true religion, have been for the
most part employed in the subjugation and
destruction of one another, in cruel and unjust
wars. Shall this always be the case? The
prophet -Fsaiah denys this conelusion in express
terths, and in chapter 11, v. 6. he assures us
thut:  Thewolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
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and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ;
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling..
together ; and a little child shall lead them.
Is 1t possible that this beautiful world and it§
numerless inhabitants will be forever.subject
to.thecurse 2 No, sec Gen. 18, v. 18. S¢eeng
that - Abraham shall surely become a gﬂeataq’a}@
mg hty nation, and all the nations of the carth
shall be blessed in him &c. Without all doubt
the rational inhabitants of the extended universe
will be at last put in full possession’of that
degree of permanent peace and felicity wijgh
prophetic Revelation abundantly promises,- atid
the..jollowing universal promises will one day
be fullfilled in their most uniimited andlitezal
sense. (See) Hosea 2. v. 18. . And inithatifay
will I make a covenant for them with the beasts.of
the field, and with the fotls of heaven, anil weth
. the. creeping things of the ground.: and I wjil
break the bow and the sward and, the,bottle
out of the earth, and will make 8hem {9.lis
down- safely ; and I will betroth thee ugtoyme
forever ; &c. But it would be endlops.te
transeribe prophecys and promises .of - thag sget
for ‘their numger and -magnitude decupyigd:
most lialf of the Bible. Whose divine. Anthor
assures-us repeatedly that universal and nationgd
peace, and unity of affection and interest: shiaHl
one day gain the assendaot, and the destmuctiyg
instruments of murderous war, shall :be.eag,
verted into the implements of honest.ppd paacrs
ful agriculture. (See) Micah 4. w::3, §. The
sacred books alse aquaints us, that a just pure:
A 2 o




























































































































