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e (3 PSR-
ens of thie town of

™

AT a meeting of a number of the Citi
Concord, Voted, That Melis. Erurain Woop, Joux Winrg,
Tuonmas Hearp, As1eL Hevwoor, and Joun Ricunarpsox,
be a Committee to wait on Mr, Samuer P, P, Fay, and thank him
for his truly ingenious and pertineat Oration, delivared toa reipetia-
ble andience in the Meeting-houle in Concord, on the 4th July

1801 ; and likewile to requeft a copy for the prels.

Gextuemex or Tue CoMmiTTEL,

HAVING written the following pages under circumflances
unfavourable to the difplay of even the fmail abilites T s
1 had determined not to {ubmit them to the prefs, Your vequelt 1s
however, flattering ; and alas, my vanity is more eloquent than my
judgment !—The manufcript is at your {ervice.

With the proper fentiments,
I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c.

o d ]
v

S, P. P, FAY,
EPHRAIM WOOD, Efg. )
Mr. JOHEHN WHITE,
THOMAS HEALD Efq.
ABIEL HEYWOOD, Ffg.
Mr. JOHN RICHARDSON. }
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AN

ORATION.

CITIZENS,

IS day clofes the tweaty- fifih vear {ince the
declaration of American Inde penf!cnce. We
are affembled to celebrate the anmverfary of that auguft
act, which gave us freedom, and a r:ank among {overeign
and independent nations.  This occalion, fo (‘u_} ly mter-
efling to frcemen, furmthes ¢ qual cauic oi gratitude, feri-
Qus renkdlom and unreferved joy.

On this fhort feflival, agriculture fhall {ufpend its la-
bours, commerce fhall refien its cares, and the meaner
confider=tions of private nwc.ch, and party heat fhall re-
pole under the broad fhade of liberty und peace.

Ir there be any man among us, whole 'novcl ing {pirt
= fpires not to the privileges of frecraen ; who is willing to
renounce the l’ig‘hl-&, he received from thc lmpaz‘tial hand of
nature, and bend his neck to the yoke of an hereditary
mafter; let him go hence; let him fhot bis cars to the
voice of joy and e\ultatzon, that this day echees through
cur land. To that man this mull be an hour of meclan-

choly and chagrin! He will remember, I;at this L,umlcv is
lacred to l‘lm, whofe blood frolics at the name ol liberty ;
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who feels adequate to the ofhice of thinking and afiing for
himfclf ; whole bofom f{wells with honeft pnde at the gio-
rious achievements of his fore-fathers: and who will ex-
pole hislife in defence of the rights they have tranfmitted
him. Let {fuch pour out their hearts in devout thankful-
nefs to the Parent of all good : let them remember the
immediate authors of their happinefs with gratitude, and
rejoice in pofleflion of the blefling. We will, for a few
moments, ccafe troubling ourfelves with thufe imaginary
evils that exift only in the prolific brains of ignorant or
defigning politicians, to congratulate ourfelves ot “he real
benefits we enjoy. The difcordant tones of civit diffen-
tion fhall not be permitted to interrupt tire harmony of the
{cene, and the green-eyed monlter, faction, fhall fleep un-
difturbed on this annual union of {entiment and joy.

Tre part which has been affigned to me in the rites
of this {acred anniverfary, is confplcuous and honcurable.
Imvited by a number of refpetied fellow-citizens to the
difcharge of this office, pndc, gratitude, and duty forbad
my dechmng the attempt.  Should I have the good for-
tune to contribute to the pleafure or utility of this com-
memorat on cvery with will be attained. T fhall not
ticable dhe audicnee with apologies for my want of abili-
ties, or with {olicitations for their candor. 1 difdain the
contemptible hypocrify of the firlt, and the lalt would 1im-
ply an infult on thofe fecli nos W hlch ought to charatterize
this occafion. In ‘wal«.cmno the dmmf {1 and patriotic
feclings of other times, T wi Il endeavour to be u feful ;
and I fhall utter riny fentiments with that honelly and free-
dom, which becomes a republican.,

W are not now to nerplex ourfelves with the polit-

cal controverfics of 1801 ; the events of 1776 furmifh a
more nohle, uftful and interefling fubjett. It will be
our duty to fketch t"v" hillory of liberty ; to turn our re-
coliumm to the origin of our glorious revoluuon 5 to pay
our tripute of maumdt_ and applaufe to the brave and pa-
trictic 2 ore, who craced that auoudt feene 5 and to con-
cratulaic omlelves on oo fortupate itlae, Ve are to con-
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template the new duties and relations we afflumed with in-
dependence ; we fhall examine the republican charafler,
and remark the errors and dangers that lic in ambufh for
our happinels.

In the accomplithment of man, liberty, like the Pro-
methean fire, was neceflary to give atlivity to the human
mind, and a moral qualification to human attions.  Polit-
ical liberty, of which we now {peak, has had, from the
early ages to the prefent time, the moft romantic and in-
tcrcﬂnn viciflitudes of fortune. In Greece and Rome,
for fome centuries, her reign was aufpicious, and her char-
atier fupported with more dignity and {plendor, than at
any other period in the annals of civilized man. Under
her influcace all the great and ennobling virtues there
flourifhed in their higheft luxuriance., There fhone, with
unobfcured luftre, that fimplicity of manners, that invinci-
ble integrity, that hardihood of charatter, and that heroxc

courage, which are ftill the admiration of degenerate pol-
tcrlt)

For more than eighteen hundred years, the greater
part of the civiiized world has been inveloped in a contin-
ued night of defpotifin ; while liberty, like the moon, has
but occafionally glimmered on man through the tranfient
opening of the cloud; or, like the midnight flafh of light-
ning, has only madc his fituation more dreadful, by fome-
times readering 1t vifible! In moft countries of E urope,
the fetters of ilaver) fcemed faft rivetted on the human
race. Liberty was a perfecuted vagrant, and {carce found
a {poty that could yield fecurity or repofe. She occupied
but few places, and her influence was fecllle. The {mall
republics of Tialy fhe held by a precarious tenure, and 1in

e United Provinces of the Netherlands, the enjoyed but
a divided dominion, Her moft valued afylum was cholen
in the impregnable mountains of Switzerland. It was to
be expetted, that, on the ice-bound tops of the glacicrs,
her hardy fons would find undilturbed tranquility and
frecedom ; that their fimplicity, their poverty, and their
mountains could have offered no temptations to the lyftful



eye of avarice, ot the diflempered appetite of ambitiom

But ¢« Alps on Alps” oppole no cflettual obftacles to thofe
feourges of Luman happinels !

Dissatisrien with her narrow pofleflions in Europe,
liberty fought a rctreatin the new world, from the corrup-
tions and miferies of the old.  This counuy, frem the
ruggednels of 1ts {oil, and its remotenels from the trigues
o nd vices of courts, fcemed cqually 1 mamit'nm to rs*'wim; Al
brave and ipinited race of men, as to the cutture of the re-
publican virtues.  Animated with the [ouls of ft‘ccz‘mtn,
and difgufied at the political and relisious 1atolerance of
their native countrics, our forctathers here fought tiberty
and peace. Thus was anew empnre peopled, and {uch
the origin of the deftined aflertors of freedon.

Gzrat Britany, (who claimed this country as her
right, with no other reafon, than that {he had i‘ﬁc‘n it, )
when fhe faw our youthful colonies thriving and profper-
ous, treated us with kindnefls and attention. While we
were yet young; while too weak for retiftance, and too
tender for oppreiiion, the eftablifhed a dominion over us,
to which her only title was her power. Lelt we might be
unable to govern ourfelves, fhe generoufly hpplxul us
with magiftrates of her own appcintment.  She cven per-
miited us the hiberty of fighting our own batiles with the
Iidians 3 and the !mnour of atding her in the corqueft of
Canada from the French,  But her kindnels carried her a
ftep too far, when fhe undertook to fave us fome trouble,
by taxing us withont our concurrence ! Then her polite-
nels became oflicioulncely, and her goodnels a ericvance.
Neither her rights, or our ob leranom were a futlicient au-
thority for a fubmifhon to that lecal mealure ; and
pretence wore too thin a veil to cheat the cacle-eye of
Americans, jealous of their rights and their hiberties, But
Dritain had too litde dclicacy to difown her real defigns
becaufe tiey were detetied ;5 and henceforward our chains
were preparcd d widout dif: 'mi We fdd the injuary, but
we dought our remedy in the mild methods of petition
and memoriel. Tu vin were we told that we were Brie-






