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Fourth of July, 1812.

AT a meeting of the Federal Republicans of Charlestown,

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY, ¢ That the thanks of this meeting be pre-~
sented to JEREMIAH EVARTS, Esq. for his judicious, spirited, and patriotic
Oration this day delivered, replete with principles and sentiments which
should at all times govern the speculations and practice of every true
American ; and that a copy be requested for the press.”

The subscribers, a committee appointed for the purposes expressed in
this vote, with pleasure perform the duty assigned them, and hope Mr-
EvarTs will comply with the wishes of his fellow-citizens.

N. AUSTIN, Jun.
A.R. THOMPSON,
A. ROGERS.

J. Evarts, Esq.
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GENTLEMEN, X
1 submit the following Oration to your disposat. The pres-

ent is a time when the utmost exertions of every citizen are demanded to
preserve the rights and privileges, derived from our ancestors. If a com~
pliance with the request which you have communicated should have the
smallest tendency to this happy result, it will give me unfeigned pleasure.

J. EYARTS. ~
July 6, 1812.
” Gen. N. Avs'rriv, Jun. |
Dr. A.R. THoMPpsoON, Committee.

A. RoGEeRrs, Esq.




ORATION.

ON the return of this august anniversary, many sub-
jects present themselves to the mind. But whatever
splendid oceasions of eulogium, and whatever cause for
national exultation, a reference to the Listory of cur rev-
olution might afford ; or whatever materials for politi-
cal discussion might be seized, by attending to the meas-
ures of our government for the last ten years ; I have
determined to dweil on none of these topies. Should I
find it necessary to allude to any public measures, it will
be only for the purpose of illustrating some of the prin-
cipal points, which I wish te establish. 'The most proper
employments of this day seem to be those, which have the
greatest tendency to make us familiar with our high du- -
ties as citizens, and which teach us to set a proper value
on our republican institutions. Avoiding, therefore,
every expression which may be justly thought to savor of
party animosity, or which may be justly construed into
an attack upon the national administration, it will be my
sole aim to increase the attachment of my fellow-citizens
to our free government, by exhibiting its excellence, and
“describing the most prominent dangers which assail it,
Let me not be understoud, however, to say, that the
great and essential trutls, on whiech our national exist-
euce depends, ave to be kept out of sight. 'They must
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pever be relinquished from regard to a false delicaey,
They must never be sacrificed to t’.e fear of wounding
the feelings of men, who have erroneous views, or bad
designs, or both,

At this time of national gloom, while the din of war is
sounding in our ears, it may be thought hardly proper to
confine ourselves to those investigations, which are more
appropriate to the character of citizens, than of soldiers.
But we are never to forget, that all which is valuable in
our civil institutions rests entirely on the character which
the people sustain as citizens. At all times, therefore,
even in the most necessary and inevitable war, it be-
hoves us to have an especial regard to the internal ad-
ministration of justice, the purity of our elections, and
the preservation of our civil rights from domestic tyranny,
Tbe';greét interests of this country are interests of peace.
.Never should they be neglected. The most glorious
military achievements would be a ealamity, and a curse,
if purchased at the expense of those habits of subordina-
- tion, that love of order, and that hatred of every species
of tyranny, which are our boast, and on which we must
- rely for the permanent security of our freedom.

~ Every considerate person, who has seen our republican
~ forms of government in their purest siate, and examined
~ them attentively in all their complicated parts, has found
abundant cause of wonder and joy, If such a man as the
“jllustrious Burke, with a mind enriched by history and
~observation, and refined by the noblest speculations,
“¢ould have beheld the actual operation of our republican
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institutions ; if, at any period after the establishment of:
the federal constitution, and before the prevalence of vi-
olent party-spirit, he could have seen our elections for
chief and subordinate magistrates, the enaction and ex-
ecution of laws, and the general security and happiness
of the people, he would have exclaimed; ¢ How have
these highly favored men been able to avoid the evils,
with which the human passions have hitherto infested all
governments: How have they been able to give to mild
and moderate laws such irresistible energy? And all
this without any visible display of majesty, or terror, by
the government ; without parade, or ostentation? How
have ambition and avarice, those pests of civil communi-
ties, been so far subjected to restraint, that they seem te
have lost their odious character, and even scarcely to ex-
ist? How is it to be accounted for, that the designation
to public office is made in such perfect quiet, and with
such perfect satisfaction to the mass of the people ; with
so little intrigue, and jealousy, and contention? And
how does it happen, that the functions of ecivil govern.-
ment should be discharged with such fidelity, and that
the public officers should so generally appear to be above
even the temptation to do wrong?” These questions a
Burke would ask, but could nat answer; at least not
without a particular attention to the origin, the early
character, and the regular advancement of the American
" republics. 'When it is asked, therefore, To what are we
indebted. under God, for our excellent cirvil institutions ?
the answer must be, To the wisdom and integrity of our
ancestors. Some persons imagine, that little Jabor, and
little skill, are necessary to make a government for ary
people; that political checks and balances san he as
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easily adjusted, as the weights and pendulum of a clock.
And if we consider the qualifications of multitudes who
thiast themselves into public notice as politicians, we
shall not wonder at this opinion. But every wise man
will pray to be delivered from these political mechanies.
Our republics were not fashioned by any carpentry of
this sort. Letsus examine, for a few moments, how they
were formed, as such an examination may throw much
light on eur eivil rights and duties, and be at the same
time no more than a grateful tribute to the virtues and
the wisdom of our forefathers. |

It is a great mistake to suppose that any vast improve-
ment was made in the science of government, at the time
of our revolution. 'The foundation of that revolution was
laid in principles long known and established ; principles,
which had been reeognized from the first settlement of
the eeuntry; prineiples, which, during a century and a
half, had reared a nation of freemen. Among these
principles were the following: That government was in-
stituted for the good of the people at large ; that it was
not only the right but the duty of freemen to become ac-
quainted with their public interests ; that all laws consti-
tutionally enacted should be faithfully and conscientiously
obeyed ; and that the people by their represc—tatives
should have a voice in the enaction of all laws which they
were bound to obey. From a firm and just adherence to
the latter of these principles arose the revolutionary
war ;—a war most unnatural in its commenecement, a
very prolific source of misery during its progress, but te
us most auspicious in its termination.
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The question recurs : If no new and sudden light flash.
ed upon the world, at the period of our revolution, to
what is it owing that we have a republican government 2
especially ene which is so universally acknowledged to be
wisely constituted? We have a republican government
because the first settlers of this country were wise, able,
and good men. . Whoever assigns any cause of less extent
than this, falls utterly short of the true answer.

Here let me remark, that we are singularly favored,
by possessing the fullest accounts of the origin aud prog-
ress of all our :ublie institutions. If we forfeit the
privileges which we have inherited, no other people were
ever surrounded with such complete and abasing proofs
of degeneracy ; as no other people were ever roused to
emulation by so bright a display of publie virtue in their
ancestors. Should we be so infatuated as to pull upon
our heads the temple of freedom, which was erected by
so much wisdom and teil, and which has been gazed at
with admiration and delight by good men in every coun-
try, we should not only be erushed ourselves, and deserv-
edly crushed, in the ruins, but should entail upon poster-
ity a miserable coudition, resembling that of the squalid
tenants of the ruins of Balbee and Palmyra, who peep
forth from their wretched hovels to behold the fallen col-
umns around them, the monuments of their ancestors’
glory and power, and of their own degeneracy.

I have said, that the true origin of our republican
governments is to be found in the wisdom, ability, and
integrity, of our forefathers. This will be evident from
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a consideration of what they wished to accomplish, and
of the means which they used.

In the facts which I am ahout to state here, I shall

. have particular reference to the early settlements in

Massachusetts and Connecticut, both because I am best

- acquainted with their history; (indeed their history is

best knewn ;) and because these two eommuniti- s have
been, for nearly two centuries, the best and the happiest
republics, which the world ever saw. Others of the
American states have partaken largely of the excellen-
cies of these ; as, also, did the republies of Holland and
Switzerland in the Old World : but a careful and im-
partial attention to the state of morals, education, publie
order, and the means of enjoyment, will warrant the dis-

" tinetion which I have made.

The object which our ancestors had in view was the
establishment of such a civil eonstitution as would pro-
tect the rights of all, while it seeured the freedom of all.
The means, which they used, may all be comprised in a
practical adherence to these two grand propositions:
That in ocrder to have a good government your ecitizens
must be good men; and that your rulers must ae-
cept their offices under a thorough sense of their
responsibility to their fellow-citizens, and to God.

In reference to the first of these great points, they
paid the most assiduous attention to the edueation of the
young. They labored to impress deeply an early and

Just semse of right and wreng. By precept and ex-
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ample they inculeated justice, temperance, industry, and
a proper regard to the claims of others, as well as a firm,
though moderate, assertion of theirown. 'They wrought
subordination into a habit, and were far from enccurag-
ing that mutinous equality, which levels all distinctions,
and thrusts forward ignorance, folly, and wickedness,
into seats of honor which should be occupied by wisdom
and virtue. They were acquainted with the human
heart, and felt the necessity of mild, yet efficacious, re-
straint on the evil passions. They knew that these pas-
sions are the worst of all tyrants, and that the slaves of
corruption are the mos. degraded of all slaves. They
knew that talking about patriotism, and equal rights, and
Jove of the people, is no proof at all of a sincere regard
for the interests of the people ; and that those who make
the loudest professions of attachiment to their country,
are often destitute of every qualification which ought to
recommend them to the confidence of their country.
They knew that the meek and quiet spirit was to be cul-
tivated, and that the turbulent and ambitious feelings, so
natural to man, were to be suppressed. 'They were not
forgetful, that no theoretical plan of government can
make a community happy, unless a large portion of the
individuals, who compose that community, are virtuous.
The very supposition, that rapacious, false, malicious,
vindictive men could live happily together, through the
magical influenee of a form of government, would have
appeared to them not less ahsurd, than to imagine that
brambles and thistles would change their natures, from
the mere circumstance that a liandsome fence was built
around them.
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If their opinions were so striet, in regard to the duties
of private men, much more did they insist upon a fair
and unimpeached character, and faithful and honorable
conduet, in every person who was elevated to be a ruler.
They considered magistrates, especially those of high
rank and influence, as exercising a very important min-
'i"stry.‘ They had no inclination to look to the place of
judgmcnt, and, behold, 1ickedness is there ; and to the
place of righteousness, and, behold, iniquity is there.
They held it to be most improbable, that he, whe in
private life is false and unjust, should be coneeived to be
faithful and conscientious in the highest stations. They
held, also, that unless the people ean place some depend-
‘ence on the conscientious integrity of a ruler, they have no
security whatever for the protection of their rights. The
ruler who fears not God, will not regard man. It was
no vain and superstitious opinion, therefdre, that our an-
cestors entertained, when they chose to elevate to office
inen who would be bound by the oaths of office, and act
in the fear of Him who is the omniscient witness of hu-
man conduct, and the supreme Judge of magistrates and
people. Such an opinion, far from being superstitious
and unreasonable, is founded on the most solsid basis,
and confirmed by history and observation, not less than
by religion. There never was a republic worthy of the
name, unless among a people who were in a considerable
degree under the influence of Christianity. The famous
commonwealths of Greece and Rome were theatres of
monstrous oppression and tyranny, were perpetunally con-
vulsed and distracted by factions, and, in shert, were just
sucii governments as good men must abhor; as could

easily be shewn did the occasion permit.
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The result of the experiment made by our ancestors,
and persevered in by their descendants down to the pres-
ent generation, has been of the most auspicious character.
For nearly two centuries, a code of mild laws has 'been so
faithfully administered as to have produced a greater de-
gree of freedom and civil enjoyment, than have ever be-

fore been produced among the same number of persons,
in any other part of the world. I speak with confidence

here, because the niore thoroughly this assertion is ex-

amined, the more clearly will its truth be manifest. The

. ® t “ (4
following features in our governments are sufficient to
display their excellence,

Sinee the first settlement of these colonies, it has been
@ characteristic of our republican institutions, that the

laws have governed and not men ; much less a party.
One of the Grecian sages pronounced that govarnment
to be best, in which the laws reign. By this saying he
gave no equivoeal evidence, that his reputation for wis-
dom was well earned. 'What he described as a desirable
kypothesis has here been most happily realized. The
fathers of Massachusetts, move favored than Grecian
sages, have left an imperishable monument of their wis-
dom, in the Declaration of Rights, which has just been
read,* and which closes with this memorable sentiment,
that the great end in view, in establishing this govern-

ment, was, that it might be a government of laws, and
not of men.

* A part of the Exercises of the Day was the reading of T"e Declaration
of Rights of the Inhubitants of the Commonwealth of Massachuseits, which
formé a part of the Constitution of Massachusetts.

1l
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Again, Though elevation to office has been extremely
honorable, there has been a surprising modesty in those
whom their fellow-citizens have placed on the list of can-
didates. Nothing, indeed, would have more effectually
destroyed a candidate’s hopes of success, than to have man-
ifested anxiety, and made personal exertions, to carry
his election. 1 speak of our gemeral history; sorry am
I to say, that this unparalicled feature in our republican
character is in danger of being blotted out by the arts of
modern demagogues.

Another trait equally honorable to the electors and

their rulers has been a remarkable security in the tenure

of office, although in meost instances the appointments
have been annual, 'This is the more worthy ef ebserva-
tion, as in elective governments the people have wsuaily
ween said to be fickle and versatile in their epinions. We
need not go back many years to find, that the bigher grades
of magistracy were filled annually by the same men, till
death, or resignation, admonished the people to select
other candidates for the vacant offices.

Another remarkable fact is, that though the emolu.
meuts of office have Deen extremely small, so that the
acceptance of an office has generally been a saerifice of
property, yet the office-holders have never couspired te-
gether to prownote their own aggrandizement, at the ex-
pense of the people. Show me another government on
the face of the globe, of which these things can be so truly
said, as of Massachusctts and Connecticat. Bribery,
corruption, and favoritism have been nearly unknown,
Sinecures bave never had an existence.
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The effeet has been, that the people have led quiet and
peaceable lives. They have enjoyed the good things
which Providence has showered down upon them. Here
kave been exhibited the natuvr'al,dignity, the genuine glory,
and the benign influences of a free, pure, elective republie.

I have thought this brief sketch would be useful as a
stimulus to our own love of country, and as a deserved
tribute to our ancestors, who were a race of men possess-
ed of singular excellence and worth ; men endowed with
learning, talents, and great intellectual and moral digniiy ;
mez who usderstood human nature and the principles of
political liberty incomparably better than the modera
teachers of philosophy and equality ; men not destitute
of faults, not inaccessible to temptation, but whose faults
were scarcely to be observed amid the dazzling glories
of their virtues. With respect to religious liberty they
sometimes erred, though with the best intentions. I can-
not, however, greatly admire the man, who delights to
detect and magnify their errors, while he neglects their
great, and splendid, and beneficent qualities and actions,
and while he overlooks the infidelity and cemparative
profligacy of modern times.

Buch is the condition of mankind, that every valuable
possessien is exposed to danger, It is incumbent on us
as freemen, therefore, to search with a vigilant eye for
the evils which threaten our civil rights, that we may be
aware of their approach, and stand on our guard, All

the dangers of whieh we need be apprebensive originate |

frem awant ofreal patriotism, 2 deficiency of public virtue,

or, which is the same thing, a prevaleat disregard of right

i
i
i
i
i
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and wrong. This deficiency of public virtue is manifest-
ed in such symptoms of approae}ling ruin, as the following:

I mention, first, the propagation of falsehood among the
people, through the agency of vcnal presses, and by such
other means as party intrigue may supply. There is
reason to fear that these engines of mischief will destroy
the distinction between truth and falsehood, so far as that
distinetion can operate upon public measures. A perse-
verance in falsehood, a hardihood of assertion, will, as ex-
perience has lamentably verified, convince a large portion
of the community, that the assertions so pertinaciously
repeated, are founded in truth. I a falsehood becomes
necessary tobe supported in order to the success of a party,
and thus becomes the badge of a party, it will be repeat-
ed from so many sources, and urged with such vehemence,
as that multitudes will adopt it as a fundamental article
of their political creed.

Let us look, for instance, at the alleged revocation of
the Berlin and Milan decrees. Excuse the triteness of
the subject ; it is necessary to take a subject perfectly
trite, in order to give the clearest possible illustration of
the power of falsehood. I am aware that this subject
may excite party feelings ; but it is a question of mere
fact, which ought not to excite party feelings, any more
than if it were a geometrical demonstration. How, then,
stands the question of the French decrees ¢ In August,
1810, a French minister declared to our government, that
in three months the decrees would cease to operate, pro-
vided certain conditions were ccmplied with on our part.
Suppose the promise were unconditional ; still a promise
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is not a performance, as we have many times experienced
to our cost. If our secretary of state were to declare to
a minister from a foreign country, that in three months
the President would issue a certain proclamation, would
any man pretend that the declaration of the secretary
“was in fact the proclamation of the President, which
it only promised ? Besides, the promise made to us was
eonditional ; and the conditions have never been com-
plied with, on our part, to the full extent of their avow-
ed meaning ; at least not till the late declaration of war.
But what says the ¥rench emperor? He surely knows
whether his decrees are revoked, or not. On several
public occasions, he has not been backward to favor the
world with his opinion. In March, 1811, he solemnly
declares, that these decrees are the fundamental laws of
his empire ; and that without distinction, or exception.
In March, 1812, he repeats the same declaration in the
most explicit manner. Will it be said, that in practice
the decrees are revoked, because a few vessels, out of a
multitude, have been released ? The very word release,
when applied to vessels which have arrived in the French
ports after the first of November, 1810, is a perfect refu-
tation of such an opinion. 'Why release a vessel which
has not been seized, and is not liable to seizure? The
point is too clear to be argued ; yet a large part of the
people believe these decrees to have been revoked, and if
called upon to vote thie day, hundreds of thousands of
legal voters in the United States would give their suffra-
ges under this impression. Will it be said, that we are
bound to believe an assertion made from such high au-
thority as the one under consideration ? Suppose it were
to be confidently asserted by half a dozen ministers of




16

state, and echoed by half a score of Governors, and re-
peated twiee a week in every party paper in this eountry,
that two and twe make ﬁ{ve, or that Quebec and New
York le in the same Ihtit‘ude,\ or that Alexander the
Great and Oliver Cromwell were contemporaries, or that
the sun has rot shone since the eclipse of last September,
are we bound to believe them ¢ |

Baut let us surrender our understandings, for a moment,
and suppoese the French decrees, to have been revoked;
and that there is, as has been asserted, abundant and noto-
" rious evidence of the fact. On this supposition we come
f to a conclusion not less melancholy, not less alarming, as
it respects the great subject in question; that is, the
predominance of falsehood. On this supposition, we find
8 large party, eomprising within its limits men who pos-
sess a vast preportion of the wealth, intelligence, and pub-
Yie spirit of the country ; men whose patriotism has nev-
er been assailed, except by vile slanders which need no
refutation ; men whose dearest interests are connected
with their forming a just opinion on the subject;—we find
such a party uniting in the denial that there is any evi.
dence of the revocation of these decrees, and asserting
that there is conclusive proof of their continuance and
more rigorous execution. Add to this, that many
persons of the other party, and, among them, members
of both branches of the national legislature certainly
not inferior to their associates in candor and talents, as-
sert boldly in their private and their official stations, that
nothing can be more ridiculous than the pretence that
these decrees are rgscinded. The multitudes who com-
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pose either the one or the other of these parties must be
the dupes of falsehood. From the foregoing observations,
(and other instances nearly as forcible could be produc-
~ed,) I trust it is evident that falsehood may obtain credit,
and command influence, to a degree, which would at first
view seem incredible.

When it is considered that hireling scribblers can be -
engaged to support any ‘cause, which the unprineipled
ambition of the leader of a party may induce him to es~
pouse ; and that ingenuity to devise mischicf and impu-
dence to defend and propagate it. are the grand requisites
for employment in the train of demagogues and usurpers 3
that vile wretches, whose whole lives are one continued
outrage upon morality and decency, are the fit insiru-
ments, and often very powerful instruments, in the pro-
duction of anarchy and despotism ; when these things ave
considered, we cannot but perceive tkat our liberties are
in danger from the propagation of falsehivod by our venal
presses.

Another evil to which our republican institutions are
exposed, and which stri.es at the root of all political
principle, is the prevalence of office-seekers. This race
of men has increased lately, in this country, to an aston-
ishing degree. The forier elections of New-England
were conducted with a purity perfectly inconceivable to
a citizen of a corrupt republic. If any man had dared,
a {ew years ago, to let it be known that he was desircus
of an office, especially if he took any measures evidently
to secure his own election, his purpose would have been
immediately defeated, and bimself covered with disgrace,

©
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Then vias office honorable. The higher magistrates re-
ceived and deserved the veneration of the people. How
has the gold become dim. Into what comparative con-
tempi, I had almost said into what deserved contempt,
bas public office now fallen. To such a depth have we
sunk, that no office whatever confers any real honor on
the possessor. In the few cases which may be considered

as exceptions to this observation, the honor is given to

the man and not to the office. Some remaining patriots,
whose long-tried integrity, fuithful services, and private
character, secure the cordial respect of all intelligent and

virtuous men, are honored indeed ; but not on account of
their offices.

The degradation of office is not the only evil, which
results from office-seeking. It operates as the most effi-
cacious, the most corrupting, and the most pernicious
kind of bribery; a kind of bribery so much the more
dangerous as it cannot be defined by any law; and, of
course, cannot be punished by a judicial tribunal. A

" eandidate for the Presideney of the United States, for
instance, can promise, that in ease of success he will
make this friend a judge, another an ambassador, a third
a cubinet-minister ; and these intended officers can prom-
ise to their dependents inferior stations. By the aid of
holding out the same office to many applicants, and scat-
tering words of general encouragement to many more, and
by extending the same process of intrigue in a thousand
ramifications, it will result that multitudes will be direet-
Iy influenced by eorrupt motives; and this influence will
be extended by a thousand anrts, till few freemen will be

Teft to act according to the dictates of reason and con-
science.
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