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AT a Meeting of a number of Inhabitants of the Towns of
Franklin, Medway, and Bellingham, at Adams’ Hall in
Franklin, July 5. 1802.

Voted, that Mr. Hanan Mctcalf, Dr. Natbaniel Miller, and
BMr. Oliver Smitk, be a Committee to wait upon the Rev. Na.
THANAEL EMmons, p. b, and thank him for his excellent and
pertinent Difcourfe, delivered in Commemoration of our nation-

al Independence, and to requelt a Copy for the prefs.
Attelt, Asa Harbine,
Clerk of the Mecting.

GeNTLEMEN, |
I have no fcruple in confenting to the publication of the Dif-
cour¢, which has obtained your approbation; and I only re-
gret; I was unable to place its leading fentiments in a clearer
and Qtronger light. I am, with much Refpe&,
Gentlemen,
your obedient Servant.

N. EmMoNs.
Franklin, Fuly 6. 180a3.
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Exopus x1t. 14,

This day fhall be unto you for a Memorial.

NOTHING can be more correfpond-
ent with the joyful occafion upon which we are
convened, than this paffage of divine infpiration,
It contains the exprefs command of God to his an-
cient people, to commemorate, every year, the aul-
picious day of their national independence. From
a fingle family, in the courfe of about four hundred
years, they rofe into a numerous and independent
nation. They were of the {eed ~f Abraham in the
line of Ifaac and Jacob. The darling fon of this
pious patriarch was carried into Egypt, where he was
raifed to fuperior power,and where he became the
happy inftrument of preferving his father’s family,
who rapidly increafed toa numerons people, Dur-
ing the life of Jolepl, his infant nation were ex-
tremely profperous and happy; but, fome time
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after his death, they found themfelvesin a very
wretched condition. There arofe a king in Egypt,

who knew not Jofeph, and who attempted to dimin-
ifh the growing population and ftrength of the chil-
dren of Ifracl. Among other arbitrary aéls, he fet
over them certain officers, who treated them with
intolerable rigor and feverity; but the more they
fighed, and groaned, and complained, the more they
were opprefled by their unfeeling mafters. At
length, the God of Irael beard their groanings,
and raifed up a deliverer. Mofes was born, and
providentially preferved, educated, and prepared to
execute the gracious defign of Heaven. God vouch-
faved to fpeak to him face to face, and give him au-
thority to go to the king of Egypt, and demand de-
liverance for his chofen people. Though difi-
dent and relu@ant, he accepted the divine appoint-
- ment, and undertook his important and arduous
work. He repeatedly applied to Pharaoh, and re-
peatedly met with a repulfe; but being clothed with
divine authority and miraculous power, he brought
fuch a feries of fore and wa{’tingjudgmems upon him
and his fubjeéls, that he finally gave his fuil con-
fent, that the people of God fhouid leave his king-
‘dom, and return to the country from which they
came. This was the joyful day of their Independ-
ence; and this day God appointed as a ftanding Me-
‘morial of that grcat and happy event.

[A.all
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The caufes and circumitances, which concurred
to bring about the independence of the Ifraclites,
are {o fimilar to the caufles and circumftances, which
concurred to bring about the American Revolution,
that we may juftly conclude, there is a peculiar pio-
priety, in commemorating the Birth-Day of ourna
tional exiftence. Many inftances might be adduc-
ed from {cripture, to illuftratc this conclufion. God
fanétified the fabbath, for a raemorial of the great
work of creation. He appointed the bow in the
clouds, for a mcmorial of his preferving Mercy to
Noah and his family in the midft of a perithing
world. He ordained, that the pot of manna and
Aaron’s rod which budded, thould be kept as per-
petual tokens of his fpecial kindnels and awful juf-
tice. He likewife commanded his people, whom
he condutted through Jordan upon dry ground, to
take ftones from the bottom of the river, and raife
a lafting monument of that miraculous interpofition
in their favor.  Juftly reafoning from fuch inftances
as thefe, Mordecai, with the cxprefs approbation of
Efther the qucen, appointed the days of Purim, to
commemovate the great deliverance of the Jews
from the hand of Haman. FEach of thefe cafes ¢x-
altly applies to the cafe before us, and completely
Uluftrates the Propricty of commemorating the Day,
upon which we took the rank, und claimed the char-
alter of a free and independent Navion.

Hut
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B”Tx: what I further propofe in the prefent dif
courle is, to point out fome of the important pur-
poles, which may be anfwered, by keeping up the
remembrance of this great and interefting event.

Firft, it muft have a tendency to give usa real-
izing fenfe of the overruling hand of God, in all
;hét takes place i the moral, as well as, in the nat-
ural world. While we obferve the common courfc
of nature, which is ne other than the common
courfe of providence, in producing fimilar effefts
in a fimilar manner, from day to day and frem year
to year; we are extrem!y prone to lofe a realizing
fenfe of that invifible hand, which governs all nat.
uval caufes and moral agents. Dut when God
comes out of his place, and fhakes kingdoms and
nations, by fydden ard unexpefted revolutions, we
are conftrained to awake from our ftupidity, and
¢ to know that he is the Lorp,” who governs the
world. The vifible manifeftation of his overruling
hand in fuch uncommon and extraordinary events,
ftrikes us with a ftrcng convition, that others more
common and ordinary, are equally under his corn-
ftant and controling influence. Nothing is more
caly and familiar to our minds, than to trace caufes
into all the variety and multiplicity of their effefls.
When we recolle&t and contemplate any great and
unufual event, we naturally conclude, not only that
:he hand of God wasin that, but in every other e

vent,
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vent, which appears to have been intimately or re-
motely connefted with it. Who can contemplaie and
realize the hand of God in the work of creation,
without realizing his hand in upholding and govern-
ing the world, from that day to this? Who can con-
template and realize the hand of God in the deftruc-
tion of Pharaoh and the redemption of Ifrael, with-
out realizing, that he governs the kingdoms of men,
and gives them to whomfoever he will? Hence a
ftanding memorial of that great event, was wilely
calculated to give the people of God a realizing
{fenfe of his univerfal providence. Accordingly,
he dire&ted them, when they celebrated the day of
their deliverance, to rehearfe in the ears of their
children, the evils they fuffi red and the fcenes they
faw in the land of Egypt; and to recount the great
and diftinguithing b'eflings, which flowed from that
memorable interpofition of providence in their fa-
vor. This could hardly fail of caufing both them

and their children, to acknowledge and realize the
hand of God in alleveats.

The fame important purpofe may be anfwered,
by keeping alive the remembrance of the eventful
day of our national Indepcndence. The hand of
God was clearly difplayed in preparing the way, in
raifing up the infiruments, and fupplying the means,
for the American Revolution. Though no miracies
were wraught in our lavory asin the cafe of Ifracl;

yet






