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ORATION

Pronounced July 5, 1802,

AT THE REQUEST OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE

TOWN OF BOSTON,

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF

American Jndependence,

PR ~ 8
BY THE REV. WILLIAM EMERSON._
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Some truths are not by Reafon to be try'd,
But we have fure Exreriznce for our guide
Darorw
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AT a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town
of Byflor, duly qualified and legally warned in publick Town-Meeting, af-
fembled at Fancwil- Hall, the sth day of July, AL D. z8c2:

On motion, Poted, That the Seleltmen be, and hereby are appointed a
Committee to wait en the Reve WILLIAM FMERSON, in the name
of the Town, and thank him for the elegant and fpirited OraTION, this
day delivered by him, at the requeft of the Town, upen the Anniverfary of
the Independence of the Uunited States of Americay in which, according to
the Inftitution of the Town, he confidered the feclings, manners, and prin-
ciples, which led to that great National Eventy and to requelt of him a
copy for the prefs,

Astfl WILLIAM COCPLR, Town-Clert.

BOSTON, JULY §, 18c2.
GENTLEMEN,

IN compliance with cuftom, I refign to your pleafure the Oration

shis day delivered.
1 am, Gentlemen,

With fentiments of refpe&,
Your liumbie fervent,
W. EMIRSON.
Gbe SeleGmen of Brflox.
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Oration,

It is the glory of nations, as it ie
of individuals, to increafe in wifdom, as they
advance in age, and to guide their concerns,
rot fo much by the refult of abftra& reafon-
ings, as by the aitates of experience. But
this glory is no more the uniform felicity of
ancient ftates, than of their ancient citizens.
In the eighteenth century, the Britith nation
had exifted thirteen hundred years ; feen ages
roll away with wrecks of empires ; marked
thoufands of experiments in the {cience and the
art of civil government ; and had rifen to a
lofty height of improvement, of freedom, and
of happinefs. It was yet the misfortunc and
the difgrace of this kingdom, {o famous in the
annals of modern Europe, to war with the
principles of her own conftitution, and to tread,
with prefumptuous ftep, the dangerous path of
innovation and unrighteoufnefs.

This fentiment wili be vindicated by con-
{idering, as on this occafion we are bound * to
confider, the ‘eelings, manners, and principles,
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which led to the declaration of American In-
dependence, as wcll as the important and hap-
py effedts, whether general, or domeftick, which
have already flowed, or will forever flow, from
the aufpicious epoch of its date.”

In aflifting vour performance of this an-
nval duty, my fellow-citizens, I claim the priv-
ilege, granted to your former orators, of hold-
ing forth the language of truth ; and I humb'y
folicit a favour, of which they had no need,
the moft liberal exercile of your ingenuoui-
nefs and benevolence.

The rrELINGS of Americans were 2l
ways the feelings of freemen. Thote venera«
ble men, from whom you boaft your defcent,
brought with them to thefe fhores an uncon-
querable fenfe of liberty. They felt, that man-
kind were univerfally entitled to be free ; that
this freedom, though mcdified by the reftric-
tions of focial compaét, could yet never be an-
nulled ; and that flavery, in any of it’s forins,
1 an exccrable monfter, whofe breath is peifon,
and whofe grafp is death. |

- Concerning this hberty, however, they
entertaincd no romantick notions.  They nei-
ther fought nor wifhed the freedom of an ir-
rational, but that of a rational being ; not the
frecdom of favages, not the freedom of ancho-
rites, but that of civilized and {ocial nan.
Their do&rine of cquality was admitted by fo-
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ber underflandings. It was an equality not of
wifdom, but of right; not a parity of power,
but of obiigation. They felt and advocated 2
right to perional fecurity ; to the fruits of their
ingenuity and toil; to reputation ; to choice
of mode in the worfhip of God ; and to {uch
a liberty of alion, as confifts with the fafety
ox others, and the integrity of the laws.

Of righs like thefe, your anceftors cher-
ithed a love bordering on reverence. They
had inhaled it with their natal air: it formed
the bias and the boaft of their minds, and in-
delibly ftamped the features of their charatter.
In their eyes honour had no allurement, wealth
no value, and exiftence itfelf no charms, unlefs
liberty crowned the pofleflion of thefe bleflings.
It was for the enjoyment of this ecclefiaftick
and political liberty, that they encountered the
greateft dangers, and {uffered the tharpeft ca-
lamities. For this they had rived the enchant-
ing bonds, which unite the heart to it’s native
country ; braved the terrour of unknown feas ;
exchanged the fympathies and intercourfe of
fondeft friendfhips, for the hatred and wiles of
the barbarian ; and all the elegancies and joys
of polifhed life, for a miferable fuftenance in
an horrible defcrt,

It was impoflible for defcendants of fuch
men not to inherit an abhorrence of arbitrary
power. Numerons circumflances {trengthen-
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¢d the emotion.  They had ever been taught,
that property acquires titic by labcur ; and
they were confcious of having expended much
of the one for little of the other. They were
thence naturally tenacious of what they pof-
fefled, and conceived, that no human power
might legally diminifh it without their confent.
They had alfo {prung from a commercial peo-
ple; and they inhabited a country, which
opened to commerce the moft luxuriant prof-
pe&ts.  Of courfe, property with them was an
obje@ of unufual importance. Inhabitants of
other regions might place their liberty in the
eleGtion of their governours ; but Americans
placed it in the control of their wealth: and
to themn it was a matter of even lefs confe-
quence, who wore the robes of office, or held
the {word of juftice, than who had the power
of filling the treafury, and appropriating its
contents. |

The refolves and attempts, therefore, of
the Britith government to raife an American
revenue, they viewed as a thruft at their liber-
tiecs. By thefe meafures, they felt themfelves
wronged, vilified, and infulted. If they ac-
knowledged the pretended right of parliament
to bind them in all cafcs whatever, it cleft, like
a ball of lightning, the trec of colonial liberty,
giving its foliage to the winds, and 1ts fruit to
the duft, There was no joy, which it did not
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wither ; no hope, which it hd not blight.  An
angry clond of adverﬁty hing over cvery de-
partment of focial life.  Demands of bulinets,
offices of love, and rites o rcligicn, were, in
{ome fort, {fufpended, and thz earliel apprehen-
fious of the Amcrican infant were thofe of fer-
vitude and wretchednets.

Such were the feelings, ‘which impelled re-
itance to Great-Britain, and the r¢jection of
her authority. They were the fezlings of men,
who were vigilant of the rights of human na-
ture, of freemen, whofe liberties had been out-
raged, of patriots, determincd never to furvive
the honour of their country.

American independence was alfo induced
by American MmANNERS. The planters of this
weltern world, efpecially of New-England,
were eminent for the purity 2nd luitre of their
morals. Thev were induitr.ous from choice,
neceifity, and habit.  Their inode of liviny ren-
dered them abftinent from enervating pleafurcs,
and patient of toil.  The difficultics of fubdu-
ing a rough wildernefs, the {everitics of their
climate, and the rigour of paternal difcipline,
were alinoft alonc fufﬁcu,nttu prcierve In their
cTspring this fimplicity of life. [t had, how-
evar, a yet {ironger guard in their military and
civily literary and religious iuftitutions.

LExpofed continually to the incurfion of
holtile and infidicus neighbours, they trained
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