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1‘“ H a v y . 'IE*‘
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THE _reader is requefted to remember that

the prophecy, difcufled in this difcourfe, con-

fifts of two great parts, and that both are fulfil-

led in the fame period.  If he fees one of them

fulfilled, he cannot be at a lofs concerning the

other. Of the-interpretation here given the

writer has nothing t» fay, but that it has been

the refult of fome ftudy and refletion, accom-

“panied with a careful examination of ‘feveral

~celebrated expofitions heretofore publithed. He

‘believes the following interpretation to be juft,;

~ but he 15 far from expefting, and as far from

“*  defiring, that others will of courfe adopt his

~ opinions. -As heclams no peculiar fkill in

commenting, {0 he is wholly unwilling to be

* the inftrument of error to his countrymen.

The more they exercife their own ' right and

) duty of judging for themfelves, the more, if he
W miftakes not, will his wifhes be gratified.

New-Haven, July 30% 1798,
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REVELATION XVL xv.

« Behold I come as a thicf: Blefled is he that
watcheth, and keepcth his garments, left he

walk naked, and they fee his fhame.”
| PN ‘_ .
I HIS paflage is inferted as a parenthefis in the ac-

count of the fixth vial. To feel its whole force it will
be neceffary to recur to that account, and to examine it
with fome attention. It is given in thefe words. _
. V.'12. “ And the fixth angel poured out his vial upon
the ‘preat river Euphrates; and the water thereof was
dried up, that the ‘way of the king of the eaft might be
prepared.’’ S - R
v.13. “And I faw three unclean fpirits like frogs.come
.out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth
of the beaft, and out of the mouth of the falfe prophet.
14+ “ For they are the fpirits of || devils, working mi-
racles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and
- of the whole world, to gather them tothe battle of that
. great day of God Almighty.” |

L

15 “ Behold I come as a thief: Blefled is he that

watcheth, and keepeth his garments, left he walk naked,
. .and they fec his fhaine.” - L

y W

~ 16. ““ And he gathered them togeihcr into a place cal-

Jedin the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”

. "To this account is {ubjoined that of the feventh vial;

- at the effafion of which is 2ccomplified a wonderful and -

moft affelting convulfion of this guilty world, and the final
ruin of the Antichriftian empire. The circum{tances of

- this amazing event are exhibited at large in the reman- -

. der of this, and in the three fucceeding chapters.
InsTEAD of employing the time, allowed by the prefent
~ occaflion, in flating the feveral cninions of commentators
~ toncerning this remarkable prophecy, opinions which you
can examine atyour leifure, I fhall, as briefiy as may be,
ftate to you that, which appears to me to be its true

I Gz, Dtﬂ.{ﬂnln '
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meaning.  This is neceflary to be done, to prepare you Yor
the ufe of it, which is now intended to be made.

I~ the 12th verle, under a natural allufion to the man-
ner in which the ancient Babylon \vas deftroyed, a def-
cription is given us of the meafures, ufed by the Moft
High to prepare the way for the deftruction of the fpiritu.-
2l Babylon. The river Euphrates furrounded the walls,
and ran through the middle, of the ancient. Babylon, and °
thus became the means of its wealth, flrength and fafery.
When Cyrus and Cyaxares,t the kings of Perfia and Media,
or, in the Jewifh phrafeology, of the eaff, took this cele-
brated city, they dried up, or emptied, the waters of the
Euphrates, out of its proper channel, by turning them in-
to a lake, or more probably a funken region of the country,

~above the city. They then entered by the channel which
pafled through the city, made themfelves mafters of it, and
overturned the empire.  ‘The emptying, or drying up, of
.the waters of the rcal Euphrates thus prepared the way of
the rea} kings of the caft for the deftruction of the city and
empire of the real Babylon. The drying up of the waters
of the figurative Euphrates In the like manner prepares
the way of the figurative kings of the eaft for the deftruc-
tion of the city and empire of the fipurative Babylon.
The terms waters, E:wphrates, kings, eafi, Babylon, are all
figurative or fymbolicel ; and are not to be underftood as
denoting real kinas, or a recal eaft, any more than 2 real
Euphrates, or a real Babylon. The whole ‘meaning of
the prophet is, I apprehend, that God will, under this vial,
fo diminifh the wealth, firength, and fafety, of the fpiri-
tual or figurative Babylon, as efleCtually to prepage the way -
for its deftroyers. e | e

IN the remaining verfes an event is predicted, of a total-
ly different kind ; which is alfo to take place in the fame
period. Three undean fpirits, like frogs, are exhibited as
procecding out of the mouth of the Dragon or Devil, of
the Bealt or Romith Govermment, and of the Falfe Pro-
phet, or, as I apprehend, of the regular Clergy of that Hi-
erarchy.  Thefe fpirits are repre(%lrllted as working mira-
cles, as going forth to the kings, of the whole world, to
gather themn ; and as altually gathering themn together to
the battle of that grear day of God Almighty, defcribed i1n
the remainder of this chapter, and in the three fucceeding -
ones. Of this vaft enterpriie the miferable end is ftrongly

+ The Dasius of Daniel,
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marked, in the name of the place, into which they are faid
to be gathered—Armageddon—the mountain of deftructi-
onand mournmng. o
'THE writer of this book will himfelf explain to us what
, he intended by the word fpirits in this paflage. In his 1t
" Epiftle, ch. iv. v. 1. he fays, ¢ Beloved, believe not every
¢ {pirit ; but try, the f{pirits, whether they be of God ; be-
¢ caufe many falfe prophets are gone out into the world*.”’ ;
L E. Believe not every teachér, or doltrine, profefling
to come from God ; but examine all carefully, that ye may
" know whether they come from God, or not ; for many
falfe prophets, or teachers pafing themfelves upon the
Church for teachers of truth, but in reality teachers of falfe
- dodtrines, are gone out into the world. R
In the fame fenfe, if I am not deceived, 1s the word u-
fed in the paffage under confideration. One great charac-
teriftic and calamity of this period is, therefore, that un-.
clean teachers, or teachers of unclean doétrines, will {pread

through the warld, *to unite mankind againft God. They

... are faid to be three ; 1. e. féveral ; a definite number be-

" ing ufed here, asin many other paffages of this book, :for
an indefinite one ; to come out of the mouths of the three ‘e- -
vil agents abovemeniioned ; i. e. to originate in" thofe
countries, . where they have principally co-operated againit
the kingdom of Cod ; to be wnclean ; to refembls frogs 5
1. €. to be lothefome, clamorous, impudent, and pertinaci-
ous ; to be the fpirits of demions, i. e. to be impious, mali-
cious, proud, deceitful, and cruel ; o work miracizs; or
wonders ; and f9 gather great multitudes of nien to battle,
1. . to embark them in an open, profeffed eaterprife,
‘againi{t God Almighty. “ - RV

Havixe thus %lmmarily explained my views of this pro--
phecy, I fhall now for the purpofe of prefenting it in a
more diftiné and comprehenfive view, draw l‘ogether the .

-feveral parts of it in a paraphrafe. - R

* IN the fixth great divifion of the pericd of providence,
denoted by the vials filled with divine judgments and empt-
led on the world, the wealth, ftrength and fafery of the
Antichriftian empire will be greatly leflensied, and thus ef- -
feftual preparation will be made for its final overtbrow. - -

- IN the meantime feveral teachers of falfe and immmoral

" dedirines will arife in thofe countries, where the Poviers of

* S:t 'atrﬁ Y. :, 3’ ‘l . - o -
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the Antichriftian empire h:wc efpecially dl[hll&ﬂl!hﬂd thcrn.

: felvc.,, b 4 corruntmcr the truth and perfecutmg the follow-

crs, of Chrift ; the character of which teachers and their
doﬂl ines will b" lmpur..., lothefome, 1mpudent pcrmn...lous,
proud, deceitful, imptous, malicious, and cruel.

THrss teachers will, by their doftrines and labours, o-
renly, profefiedly, and in an unufual manner, contend a-
gainft God, and againft his kingdom in this world, and will
{lrive to unite mankind in this oppdfition. |

Nor will they fail of aftonifhing fuccefs ; for they will
attually unite 2 large part of the human race, particularly
in Chriftendom, in this impious undertaking.

BuT they will only unite them to their deftrution ;a

. deftrudtion moft awfully accomplifhed at the effufion of the

el - -

feventh vial.
Frox this explanation it is manifet, that the pr ediion

* confifts of two great and diftinct parts ; the preparation for

the overthrow of the Antichriftian empire s and the embarkati-
on of men in a profeffed and wimfual oppofition to God, and to

~ bis kingdom, accomplifbed by means of falfe doc‘z": ines, and i 1mn-

. pious teachers.
By the ableft Commentators the fifth vial is conﬁdered

.as h:wmg been poured out at the time of the Reformation.

The firit is fuppofed, and with almoft abfolute certainty, to
have begun to operate not long after the year- 8oco. If
we calculate from taat period to “the year 1417, the year in
which the Reformation began in Germany, the four firft
vials will be found to have occupied about four times 180
years. 180 years may thereforz be eftimated as the great-
elt, and 170 years as the leaft, duration of afingle vial.

From the year 1517 to the year 1798 there are 281 years.

- If the-fifth vial be fuppofed to have continued 180 years,

its termination was in the year 1697 ; if 170, in 1637 * Of
courfe the fixth vial may be viewed as hwmg been in ope-
ration more than 100 years. |
You will now naturally afk, What events in the Provi-
_dence of God, found in this period, verify the prediction ?

. Tothis queﬁ,.on I an{\fer, generally, that the whole com-

plexmn of things appears™io me to have, in a manner furpri-
{ingly exatt, cor w"rnor'.led with the predléhon.” The fol-
lowing particulars will evince with W hat propnety this an-

fiver 1s returned.

WiTHiN this period the Jefuits, who conftituted the

ﬂTO"lg\.ﬁ bratich; 2nd the-moft-formidable: .ntcmal~fuppox:t,____
of the Romifh hierarchy, have been fupprefled.
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WirtHin this period various other orders of the regu:
lar Romith Clergy have in fome countries been fupprefied,
and in others greatly reduced.  Their permanent poflefii-
ons have been confifcated, ard thewr wealth and power
greatly Ieflencd. | :
WiTHiN this period the Anuchriftian {ecular powers
“have becn in moft inftances excecdingly weakened. Po-
land as a body politic is nearly annihilated. Auftria bas
wceply fuffered. Venice and the popifh part of Switzer-
land as bodies politic have vanifhed. The Sardinian mo-
narchy is on the eve of diffolution.  Spain, Naples, Tufca-
ny, and Genoa, are forely wounded ; and Porrugal totters
to its fall. By the treaty, now en the tapis in Germany,
the Romith Archbifioprics and Bifhoprics, in that empire,
arc propofed to be fecularized, and as diftin&t governments
to be deftroyed.  As the firength of thefe powers was the
foundation, on which the Hierarchy refted ; fo their de-
firultion, or diminution, is a final preparation for its ruin.
- IN France, Belgium, the Italian, and Cif-rherane repub-
hics, a new form of government h=s been inftituted, the ef-
se&t of which, whether it thall prove permanent, or not,

muft be greatly and finally to diminifh the ft-2ngth of the
Hierarchy. .

- IN France, and in Belgium, the whole power and influ-

ence of the Clergy of all defcriptions have, in a fenfe, been

deftroyed ; and their immenfe wealth has been diverted into -

new channels. In France, alfo, an open, violent, and inve-
terate war has ‘been made upon the Hierarchy, and car-
ried on with unexampled bitternefs and cruelty.*
- WiITHIN this period, alfo, the revenues of the Pope
have been greatly curtailed ; the territory of Avignon has
been taken ou: of his hands 3 and his general weight and
authority have exceedingly declined. - S

-WITHIN the prefent year his perfon has been feized,
his fecular government overturned, a republic formed out
of his dominions, and an apparent and at leaft temporary
end put to his dowm- AR

- To all thefe mighty - veparations for the ruin of the An
tchriftian empire may be added; as of the higheft efficacy;

. * In the mention of all thefe evils brought on the Romith Hierarchy, T beg
itmay be remsmbered, that § am fir from jullifying the iniquitevs con-
dull of their pecfecutors. I ksow not that aay perfon holds ity 2nd all otker
pefecution, mare in abhoreace. Neither have a doybt of che tntezsity and
prety of multitudes of the unhappy fufferers. In my view they claim, and [
trat will receive, the commiferation, asd, arcccafon cTers, e kind ofces
¢ 2 men poffeded sven of common humagity,

B
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that great change of craradier, of views; feelings, and huh.
ire, thronghcut many Anuchniftian countries, which aflurd,
us completely, that its former {irength can never yoturn.
T TIIL’S h.‘lS LhC ﬁl‘ﬂ: p:zrt Of- L]LS I‘CII'I&I']-.itb}L‘: pruphccy b(_‘{jn
accomgliticd.  Not lefs remarkable has been the fulidment
of the {econd. o | ‘ :
AsouT e year 1728, Voltaire, fo celebrated for his
wit and brilliancy, and not lefs diftinguiihed for his hatred
of chrifbianity and his abandonment of principle, formed a
fyftematical defion to defiroy chriftianity, and to introduce
n its ftead a genceral diffufion of irrehiglon and athcifm. For

- this purpofe he affociated with himfclf Frederie the 11, king

of Pruffia, and Mcfl. D’Alembert and Diderot, the princi-

pal comnpilers of the Encyclopedie ; all men of talents, athe-

(ifts, and in the like manper abandoned. The principal

parts of this fyflem were, 1{t. The compilation of the Ency-
clopediet ; in which with great art and infidioufnefs the
doftrines of Natural as well as Chriltian Theology were
rendered abfurd and ridiculous ;3 and the mind of the rea-
der was infenfibiy ftezled againft cenvidbon and duty. 2.
Ahe overthrow of the rcligious orders in Catholic coun-
tries ; a flep cffentially neceflary to the deftrultion of the
religion profcfled in thole countries.. 3. The eftabliflunent
of a fcét of philofophifls to ferve, it s prefumed, as a con.
dave, a rallying point, for all thear followers. 4. The
appropriation to themf{clves, and their difviples, of the pla-
ces and hounours of meibers of the French Academy, the

-0

-moflt refpectable literary focicty in France, and always

confidered as cuntaining none but men of prime learning
and talents.  In this way they defipned to hold out the.-
{elves, and their friends, 2s the only perfons of great litera-
ry and mtclle&lual diflinction 1n that country, and to dictate
all Iiterary opinions to -the nation}. 5. The fabrication
of Books of all kinds againft chrifbanity, efpecially fuch as
cxcite doubt, and gencrate contempt and derifion.  Of

"4 The celetrated Freach Diftienary of | "E‘ 1aSciences, in which arti-
clesof Theology wese fpeciotfly and decently. — *xen, but, by references art-
fully made to otler articles, all the truth of ine former was entirely 2nd infi-
dioufiy orerthrown to moit readers, by the fophiftry of the fatter.

% So far v.as this carried, that a Mr. Beauzet, a layman, but & fincere
chiiias, wlo was one of the forty members, once sfked D’Alembert
how they came to aémit him amorg them ? D*Alembert anfwered, with-
cut k-hiation, ) 20 fenfible, this mull fzem aftonithing to you ; hot we

vanfed a fkiiful grerumarian, and among our fparty, not one had acqrired 2

Feputat.on intlis line.  We know that you belleve in God, but, being a

goxd fort of tuzn, we catt our eyes upor ycu, for want of & phtinfaphcr to
fapply vour pluce.”  Lrit. Crit, Azl Barcuel’s Memoirs of the Hitory of
Jacobiaile,  Auvgult 1797 . '

‘.
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‘thefe they flued, by themfidves and their triends, who car-
ly became numerous, an immenfe number § fo priuted, as to
be purchafcd for lLittle or nothing, and fo writtew, as 1o
catch the feclinos, and fteal upon the approbation, of everv
clals of mea. 6. The formation of a fecret Acadeyy, of
which Volieire was the ftanding prefident, and in which
beoks were formed, altered, forged, imputed as poft-
-humous to deceafed writers of reputation, and fent abioad
with the weight of their names.  Thefe were printed and
arculated, at the loweft price, through all clafles of men,
-1n an uninterrupted fucceflion, and through every part of
the Lingdom. | . I '
NoRr were the labours of this Academy cenfined to reli-.
Eion. They attacked alfo morality and government, un.
-hinged gradually the minds of men, and deltroyed their re-
-verence for every thing herctofore cfteemed facred.
- IN the mean time, the Mafonic Socicties, which had been
-originally infituted for convivial and friendly purpofes on-
ly, were, efpecially in France and Germany, made the pro-
fefled fcenes of debate concerning religion, morality, and go-
vernment, by thefe philofophifts§, who had in great 5.um-
“bers become Mafons. For fuch debate the legalized exif-
tence of Mafonry, its profound {ecrefy, its folemn and myf-
tic rites and fymnbols, its mutual correfpondence, and its ex-
"tenflon through meft dvilized countries, furnithed the great-
eft advantages.  All here was free, fafe, and calculated to
enceurage the boldeft excurfions of reftlefs opinion and im-
patient ardour, and to make and fix the deepeft impreflions
Here, and in no other place, under fuch arbitrary povern-
ments, could eveiy imnovator in thefe important {ubjedts ut-
‘ter every fentiment, however daring, and attack every doc-
trine and inflitution, however guarded by law or fantity.
In the fecure and unreftrained debates of the lodge, every
novel, icentious, and alarming opinion was refo%utely ad-
vanced. Minds, already tingeJ with philofophifm, were
here fpecdily blackened witha deep and deadly die ; and
thofe, which came freth and innocent to the {cene of conta-
minaton, became early and irremediably corrupted. A
ftubborn incapacity of conviction, and a flinty infenfibility to

& The word: Philcfzp5ifm a-4 Poilo’paifls may in cur ¢pin*sa, te happily
adopted, from this work, to d:figrace the ¢o@rinss of the Deitica) & ; end
thus 10 refcue the honourable t2rms of Philofophy and Fhiicliher fiom the
sbufe, inio wkich they Lave falien. FPhil-frpeiiwm i3 the love of Sepbrms, and
thr, completely deferibes the fe@ of Voltzite: A P0L2008 is a lover of Sa-
%B_fﬂ:. Lrit, Ciit, Jtid,

= . ' " L
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in Switzerl:nd and Italy, and have contributed probubly to
“the {uccefs of the Frcnch and to the overthrow of religi.
on and go"cmmcu.. 13 thote countries.  Mentz was deliv-
rered un to Cuftine by the Hhnninati 5 and that General ap-
pears to have been f-mlmnm d, becaufe he declined to cA-
courage the {ume tn::lrht.ry with refpet to Manheim.
~ 'Nor have Ensluid and Scothind eﬂ.npt:d the contagion.
uc, eral focictics Lave h-ccn crecied inhoth of thofe coun-
‘tries.  Nay in the privatepapers, fezed in the cuftedy of
the leading members in Germany, {everal fuch focieties are
o

recorded as having - been ereéted in America, before the
year 17867, ' ~

IT is a remarkable fad, that a large proportion of the
fentinents, here flated, have been pubhcly avowed and ap.
plauded in 'the French lcgﬂaturc. The being and provi.
dence of God have been repeatedly denied and ridiculed.
Chrift has been mocked with the grofleft infule.  Death, by
a folemn legiflative decrce has been declared to be an eter-
1l ﬂccp arriage hasbeen degraded toa f.lrce, and the
community, by the law of divorce, invited to univerfal prof-
titution. In the {chool of public inftruction atheifm is pro-
feffledly taught ; and .at an audience before the legiflature,
Nov. 30, 1793, the head fcholar declared, that he and his
fchoolfcllows detefted a God ; a declaration reccived by ‘the
~members with unbounded app Imfe and rewarded with the. -
fraternal kifs of the prcﬁdent ;md with the honors of the
futing 1.
 Iprefume I have fuﬂic:lently proved the fullilment of the
fecond part of this remarkable prophcf) and fhewn, that
doltrines and teachers, anfwering to the defcription, have
arifcn m the very « countrics (pecified, and that they are ra-
pidly fpreading through the world, to engage mankind in
an open and profcffed war againft God. 1 fhall only add,
that the titles of thefc philofophiftical books have, in vari-
ous inftances, tcen tco obfcene to admit of a tranfldtzon by
a virtuous man, and in a decent ftate of fociety.  So fully
~-are thele teachers entitled to the epithet unclean.

AssUnMING now as jult, for the purp »ofes of this difvourte,
the explanation, which has been given, T fhall proceed to
coniider the import of the Text. -
 THe Textis an afiz&ionate addrefs of the Redeemer 1o
his children, teaching them that condud, which he wilis

¢ Sce Rodilin's Conlyivacy and thc Albe Barruet's Memalie of the kil
tory of Jacabini{m,
I See Giifure™s Lettsz 2 Tilli'nes
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them efpecially to purfue in this alarming feafon.  Itis the
great practical remark, drawn by infinite Wifdom and Good.
nefls from a moft folemn fermon, and cannot fail therefore to
yuerit our hicheft attention.  Had he not, while recounting
the extenfive and dreadful convuliion, deferibed m the con-
text, made a declaration of this nature, there would have
been litde room for the exercife of any emotious, befide
thofe of terror and defpair.  The gloom would have been
univerfal and entire ; a blank midnight without a ftar to
cheer the folitary darknefs. . But here a hope, 2 promife,
is furnifhed to fuch as obey the injun&tion, by which it is fol-
lowed ; a luminary like that, which fhone to the wife men
of the ealt, is lighted up to guide our fteps to the Author of
peace and falvation. R T

_ BLEssED, even in this calamitous feafon, faith the Savi- -
our of men, is ke that watcheth, and kecpetn bis garments,.
left be walk naked, und they fee bis fhanme. LT
. S1nis the nakednefs and fhame of the fcriptures, and
righteoufnefs the garment which covers it.  To watch dnd
keep the parments is, of courfe, fo to obferve the heart and
the life, {o carefully to refift temptation and abftain frem.
fin, and fo faithfully to cultivate holinefs and perform duty,.
that thé heart and the life fhall be aderned with the white
robes of evasgelical virtue, the unfpotted attire of {piritual’
beauty. . L e T,
. THE cautionary precept given to us by our Lord is,
therefore, « | . . R )
THAT WE SHOULD BE EMINENTLY WATCHFUL TO
PERFORM OUR DUTY FAITHFULLY,.IN THE TRYING PE-
R1OD, IN WHICH OUR LOT IS CAST. _
. To thefe, who obey, a certain-blefling is fecured by the
promife of the Redeemer. .- :
¢ +THE great and general objet, aimed at by this com-
mand, and by every other, is private, perfonal obedience
and reformation of life ; perfonal piety, righteoufness, and
temperance. , . R
1o every man Is by his Creator efpecially committed

-the care of himfelf ; of his time, his talents, and his foul.
He knows, or may know, better than any other man, his
wants, liis {ins, and his dangers, and of courfe the means of
relief, reformation, and efcape. No one, fo well as he,
can watch the approach of temptation, fo feelingly pray for
divine afliltance, or {o proftably refolve on future obed:-
ence. In truth no refolutions, no prayers, no watchfulnefs
of others, wiil profit him at all, unkfs feconded by his owre

L J " J
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No other peric can make any ufeful impreffions on cur
hearts, or our lives, unlefs by roufing in us the neceflary
exertions.  All extrancous labours terminate i thic ﬁnglc
point : it is the end of every dodtrine, exhortation, and re-
proof, of every moral and religious inftitution.

THr manner, in which fuch obedience is to be perform-
ed, and fuch reformation accomplifhed, is defcribed to you
weekly in the deflk, and daily in the fcriptures. A detail of
it, therefore, will not be neceflary, nor expelted, on the
prefeat occafion.  You already know what i1s to be done,
and the manner in which it is to be done. You need not
be told, that you are to ufe all efforts of your own, and to
- foox humuoly and continuzlly to God to render thofe eflorts
fuccefsful ;-that you are’to refift carefully and faithfully ev-
ery approaching temptation, and every rifing fin ; that ycu
are to refolve on newnefs of life, and to feize every occafi-
on, as it prefents itfelf, to honour God, and toblefs your
fellow men ; that you are firenuoufly to contend againft e-
vil habits, and watchfully o cherifh good ones ; and that
you are conftantly to aim at uniformity and eminency in a
holy life, and to ¢“ adorn the doltrine of God our Saviour
m all things.”

BuT it may be neceflary to remind you, that perfonal o-
bedience and reformation is the foundation, and the fum,
of all national worth and profperity. If each man conduéts
him{clf aright, the community cannot be conducied wrong.
If the private life be unblamable, the public ftate muft be
commendable and happy. ‘

INDIVIDUALS are often apt to confider their own pri-
vate condu&t as of {inall importance to the public welfare.
"T'his opinion 1s wholly erroneous and highly mifchievous.
No man can adopt it, who believes, and remembers, the
declarations of God. If ¢ one finner deflroyeth much
good,” if ¢ the eflettual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much,” if ten righteous perfons, found in the pol-
luted citics of the vale of Siddim, would have faved them
- from deftrution, the perfonal conduét of no individual can
_be infignificant to the {afety and happinefs of a nation. On
the contrary, the advantages to the public of private virtue,
faithful prayer and edifying example, cannot be calculated.
No one can conjecture how many will be made better, faf-
er, and happier, by the virtue of one.

Wherever wealth, politenefs, talents, and office, lend
ti.-ir aid to the inherent efficacy of virtue, its influence 1s
propertionally areater.  In this cafe the example is feea



: | 17
* by greater numbers, is regarded with more rcfpe@ful at-
tention, and felt with greater force.  The piety of Hezd
kiah refermed and faved a nation.  Men far inferior in fia.
tion to kings, and poffeficd of far humbler means of doing
goed, may ftill eafily circulute through muldtudes both
virtue and happinefs. The beggar on the dunghill may
become a public blethng. Every parent, if a faithful onc,
15 a public blefling of courfe.  How delightful a path of pa-
trioti{m is this ? .
IT is alfo to be remembered, that this is the way, in
which the chief good, ever placed in the power of moft per-
fons, is to be done.  If this opportunity of ferving Cod,
and befriending mankind, be loft, no other will by the
great body of men ever be found. Few perfons can be
concerned in fettling fyftems of faith, moulding forms of
%overnment, regulating nations, or eftablithing empires.
ut almoft all can train up a family for Ged, inftil piety,
jultice, kindnefs and truth, diftribute peace and comfort a-
round a neighbourhood, receive the poor and the outcaft
mto their Loufes, tend the bed of ficknefs, pour balm into
the wounds of pain, and awaken a finile in the afpe@ of
forrow. In the fecret and lowly vale of life, virtue inits
moft lovely attire delights to dwell. There God, with pe-
culiar complacency, molt frequently finds the ineftimable
ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit ; and there the morn-
. in%‘:md the evening incenle afcends with peculiar fragrance
to heaven. When angels became the vifitors, and the
guelts, of Abraham, he was a fimple hufbandman. |
BrsiDEs, this is the great mean of perfonal fafety and
happinefs. No good man was ever forgotten, or negleét-
éd, of God. To him duty is always fafety.  Around the
tabernacle of every one, that fearcth God, the angel of
protettion will encamp, and fave him from the impendi.ig
evil. - | .
1. AMoxe the particular duties required by this pre-
cept, and at the prefent time, none holds a higher place
than the obfervation of the Sabbath. |
‘THE Sabbath and its ordinances have ever been the
great means of all moral good to mankind. The faithful
obfervation of the fabbath is, therefore, one of the chief
duties and interefts of men ; but the prefent time furnifhes
reafons, peculiar, at leaft in degree, for exemplary regard
to this divice inflirution. The enemies of God have by
private argument, ridicule, and influence, and by public
decrees, pointed their efpecial mialignity againft the Szb-
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both 5 and have expeded, and not withdut yeaton, that, i
they could annihilate it, they fhiowid overthrow chriftianity.
From them we cannot but learn #ts hinportatce.  Enemies
ufually difcern, with shore f{agacity, the meft promifing
“point of artack, than thofe who are to be attacked. In
this point arc they to be peculiarly oppoied.  Here, pecu-
Liaily, arc their deftzus to be bafled.  If they fail here,
they will finally fail.  Chriftianity cannot fall, but by the
neeledt of the Sabbath. SO |

% 11avE been credibly informed, that, fome years before
ttie Revolution, an eminent philofopher of this country, now
ceozeafed, declared 1o David Hume, that Chriftianity would
ke exterminated from the Awmerican colonies within a cen-
tury from that time. The opinion has doubtlefs been of-
ten declared and extenfively imbibed ; and has probably
furnifhed our encmies the'r chief hopes of fuccefs. Where
. teligion prevails, their {yilem cannot {ucceed.  Where re-

ligrion prevails, Hluminatifin canrot make difciples, a French
- direftory cannot govern, a nation cannot be made flaves,
nor villains, nor atheifts, nor beafts. To defiroy us, there-
fore, in this dreadfu! fenfe, our enemies muft firft -deftroy
our Sabbath, and feduce us from'the houfe of God.
~ REL1G10Y and Liberty are the two grear objeéts of de-

fenfive war. Conjoined, thcy unite all the feelings, and
~<all forth all the encrgics, of man. In defenfe of them,
nations contend with the fpirit of the Maccabees ; ¢ one will
chafe a_thoufand, and two put ten thoufond to flight.?
The Dutch, in defenfe of them, few and feeble as they
were in their infancy, aflumed a gigantic courage, and grew
Like the fabled fons of Alous to an inflantaneous and gigan.
tic ftrength, broke the arms of the Spanifh empire, {wept
its fleets from the ocean, pulled down its pride, plundered
its treafures, captivated its dependencies, and forced its
haughty monarch to a peace on their own terins.  Religi-
on and hberty are the meat and the drink of the body po-
litic.  Withdraw one of them, and it Janguithes, confumes,
anid dies. If indifference to either at any time becomes the
prevailing character of a people, one half of their motives
to vigorous delenfe 1s loft, and the hopes of their enemies
are proportionally increafed. Here, eminently, they are
infeparable.  Without religion we may poffibly retain the:
freedom of favages, bears, and wolves; but not the free-
dom of New.England. If our religion were gone, our
ftate of fociety would perifhy with it ; and nothing would be
left, which would be worth defending.  Our cluldren of
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courfe, if not ourlelves, vould be prepared, as the ox for
the flaughter, to become the vidtins of conqueft, tyranny,
and atheifm.

- THE Sabbath, with its ordininces, confliutes the bond
of union to chrittians ; the badye by which ey know each
other ; their rallving poine 3 the flandurd of their hoft.
Befide public vorlhip they have no mcans of effedtual de-
fcrimination. - To preferve this is to us a prime intereftand
duty. In no way can we fo preferve, .or fo anncunce to
others, our character as chriftians ; or fo effeftually prevent
our nakednefs and fhame from being feen by our enensie:.
Now, more than ever, we are ¢ not to be afhamed of thic
gofpel of Chrift.” Now, more than ever, are we to fland
- forth to the eye of our enemies, and of the world, as open,
determined cliriftians ; as the followers of Chrift 5 as the
friends of God. Every man, therefore, who loves his
country, or Ius religion, vught to feel, that he ferves, or
injures, both, as he celebrates, or neglects, the Sabbath.
By the devout obfervation of this holy day he will reform
himfelf, increafe his piety, heighten his love -t his country,
- and confirm his determination to defend all that merits his
rcg;rd. He will become a better man, and a better citizen.

HE houfe of God is alfo the houfe of focial prayer.
Here nations meet with God to afk, and to receive, nati-
- onalbleffings. On the Sabbath, and in the fan&uary, the
childrén of the Redeemer will, to the end of the world, af-
femble for this glorious end. Here he is ever prefent to
give more than they can afk.  If we faithfully unite, here,
in feeking his protection, ¢ no weapon formed sgainft us
will profper.”’ | |

3+ ANOTHER duty, to which we are alfo eminently csli-
ed, is an entire feparation from our enemies. Among the
moral duties of man none hold a higher rank than political
ones, and among our own political duties none is mcre
plain, cr more abfolute, than that which I have now mend-
oned. - . -
IN the cighieenth chapter of this prophecy, in which the
dreadful effects of the feventh vial are particularly defcrib.
ed, this duty is expreflly enjoined on chriflians by a voice
from Heaven. ¢ And I heard anoilier voice from hea~ea,
faring, Cenme cut of her, my people, that ye be not par-
takers of her fins, and that ye receive net of her plagues.”
Urczr the evils and dangersof the fiwth vizl, the command
in the Text was given ; ender thofe of the feventh, the
command which we @re now confidering. The world i
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already far advanced in the peried of the fixth. Inthe
Text we are informed, that the Redeemer will haften the
progrefs of his vengeance on the cnemies of his church, du-
ring the effuflion of the two laft vials. If, thercfore, the

¥

judgments of the {eventh are not already begun, a fa&t of

which I am doubtful, they certainly cannot be diftant. The
prefent time is, of courfe, the very period for which this
command was given.

‘THE two great reafons for the command are f{ubjoincd
to 1t by the Saviour—¢¢ that ye be not partakers of her
fins ; and that ye receive not of her plagues ;» and each is
2 reafon of incomprehenfible magnitude. |

THE f{ins of thefe enemies of Chrift, and Chriftians, are
of numbers and degrees, which mock account and defcripti-

. on. All that the malice and atheifm of the Dragon, the

cruelty and rapacity of the Beaft, and the fraud and deceit
of the falfe Prophet, can generate, or accomplifh, fivell the
iift. No perfonal, or pational, intereft of man has been
uninvaded ; no impious fentiment, or adtion, againft God
has been fpared ; no malignant hoftility againft Chrift, and
his religion, has been unattempted.  Juftice, truth, kind-
nefs, piety, and moral obligation univerfally, have been,
not merely irodden under foot ; this might have refulted
from vehemence and paffion ; bur ridiculed, fpurned, and
infulted, as the childifh bugbears of drivelling idiocy. Chaf-
tity and decency have been alike turned out of doors ; and
fhame and pollution called out of their dens to the hali of
diftinction, and the chair of ftate. Nor has any art, vio-
Yence, or means, been unemployed to accemplifh thefe evils.

For what end fhall we be conne&ed with men, of whon
this is the charader and condu& ? Is it that we may af-
fume the fame chara&er, and purfue the fame conduét ? Is
1t, that our churches may become temples of reafon, our
Sabbath a decade, and our pfalms of praife Marfeillois
hymns? Is it, that we may change our holy worfhip into a
dance of Jacolin phrenzy, and that we may behold a firum-
pet perfonatirg a Goddefs on the alars of JEHov AH ? Is it
that we may fee the Bible caft inio a bonfire, the veflels of
the facramental fupper borne by an afs in public proceffion,
and our chilaren, cither wheedled or terrified, uniting in
the mcb, chanting mockeries againft God, and hailing in the
founds of Ca ira the ruin of their religion, and the lofs cf

their fouls ? Isit, that we may fee our wives and dough.-

.y

ters the vidtims of legul proftitution § foberly difhonoured ;
fpecioully poliuted ; the ouscefts of delicocy. and virtue, an2
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the lothing of God and man ? Isit, that we may fee, in our
- public papers, a {folemn compzrifon drawn by an American
Mother club between the Lord Jefus Chrilt and a new
. Marat ; and the fiend of malice and fraud exalted above
the glorious Redeemer 2
SHALL we, my brethren, become partalers of thefe fins 2
Shall we introduce them into our government, our fchools,
our families ? Shall our fons become the difciples of Vol-
taire, and the dragoons of Marat *; or our daughters the
concubines of the llwninati 2 -
- SoME of my audience may perhaps fay, ¢ We donot le-
lieve fuch crimes to have exifted.”” The people of Jeruii-
lem did not believe, that they were in danger, until the
Chaldeans furrounded their walls. The people of Laifh
were fecure, when the children of Dan lay m ambufh a-
round their city. There are in every place, and in every
age, perfons ¢ who are fettled upon their lees,”” who take
pride in difbélief, and ¢ who fay in their heart, the Lord
~will not do good, neither will he do evil.” Some perfons
difbelieve through ignorance ; fome chioofe not to be inform-
ed ; and fome determine not to be convinced. The two laft
. claffes cannot be perfuaded. The firft may, perhaps, be at
. leaft alarmed, when they are told, that the evidence of all
this, and much more, is complete, that.it has been produ-
ced to the public, and may with a little pains-taking be
. known by themf{elves. - _ .
. 'THERE are others, who, admitting ‘the fat, deny the
danger. ¢ If others,” fay they, ¢ are ever {oabandoncd,
we need not adopt either their principles, or their pradti-
ces.” Common fenfe hashowever declared, two thoufand
years ago, and God has fantioned the "declaration, that
¢¢ Evil communications corrupt good manners.” Of this
truth all human experience s one continued and melan-
choly proof. ‘I need only add, that thefe perfons are pre-
pared to become the firft vi&tims of the corruption by this
very felfconfidence and fecurity. . |
SHOULD we, however, in a ferbidden connection with
thefe enemies of God, efcape, againft all hope, from moral
ruin, we fhall ftill receive our fhare of their plagues. Thisis
the certain dittate of the prophetical injunétion ; and cur

© Seea four years Refidence in France, lately publifhed by IMr. Carceling
Davis of New-Yerk, ‘This iz a mof valuable and intersfing wosls, 2ns 2xa
hibits the French Revolution ina far a-are perfelt 13"t than any Sou%
Ihave feens oIt cughe g0 12 posd by every Almericom
_ - ‘ 4
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own experience, and that of nations more intimately con-
neled with them, has already proved its tuch.

" Look for conviction to Belgium ; funk in:o the duft of
infienificance and meannefs, plundered, infulied, forgotien,
rever to rife more. See Batavia waliowing in the fame
duft ; the butt of fraud, rapacity, and derifion, ftmgglirig
in the laft flages of life, and fearching anxioully to find
a quiet grave. Sec Venice fold i the fhambles, and
. made the fmall change of a political barg&in.  Turn your
cyes to Owitzerland, and behold its happinefs, and its
hopes, cut off at a fingle ftroke : happinefs, erected with
the labour and the wifdom of three centuries ; hopes, that
not long fince hailed the bleffings of centuries yet to come.
What have they {pread, but-crimes and miferies ;3 Where
have they trodden, but to wafte, to pollute, and to deftroy ?

ALL conneltion with them has been peftilential. Among
ourfelves it has generated nothing but infidelity, irreligion,
faltion, rebellion, the ruin of peace, and the lofs of proper-
ty. In Spain, in the Sardinian monarchy, in Genoa, it has
funk the national charater, blafted national independence,
rooted out confidence, and forerun deftrution.

BuT France itfelf has been the chief{eat of the gv'i]s,
wrought by thefe men. The unhappy and ever to be pi-
tied inhabitants of that country, a great part of whom are
doubtlefs of a charater fimilar to that of the peaceable ci-
“tizens of other countries, and have probably no voluntary

concern in accomplifhing thefe evils, have themfelves fufter-
ed far nore from the hands of philofophifts, and their {ol-
lowers, than the inhabitants of any other country.” Gener-
al Danican, a Yrench officer, afferts in his memoirs, lately
publithed, that three millions. of Frenchmen have perifhed
in the Revolution.  Of this amazing deftruction the caufes
by which it was produced, the principles on which it was
founded, and the modes in which it was condufted, are an
aggravation, that admits no bound. The butchery of the
ftall, and the flaughter of the ftye, are {censs of deeper re-
morfe, and {oftencd with more fenfibility. The fiege of
Lyons, and the judicial maffacres at Nantes, ftand, fince the
crucizion, alonc in the volume of human crimes. The
mifery of man never before reached the extrems of agony,
nor the infamy of snan its confunination. Coller ID. Her.,
bois and his {atellites, Carrier and his sdeciates, would cliim
eminence in a world of fiends, and will be marked with &4
unction in the future hitfings of the univerfe. No guilt {o
ceeply died in blood, fince the phrencied snalice of Calvary,

<
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will prebably fo amase the zfiembly of the final day ; and

Nan:es and Lyon; may, witheut a hyperbole, obtain a liter-
al immortdity in a rememibrance revived beyond the grave.

Ix which of thefe plagues, my brethren, are you willing
to fhare? Which of them will you tranfmit as a legacy to
your children?

WouLp voucfeape, you muftfeparate yourfelves. Would
you wholly efcape, you muft be wholly feparated. 1do
not iniend, that you muft not buy and {cll, or exhibit the
common offices of juftice and geod will ; but you are bound
by the voice of reafon, of duty, of {afety, and of God, to
fhun all fuch connection with them, as will interweave your
fentiments or your friendfhip, your rcligion ar your olicy,
with theirs. You cannot otherwife faill of partaling in
their guilt, 2nd receiving of their plagues.

gthly. ANOTHER duty, to which we are no lefs forcibly
called, is union among ourfelves.’ r

THE {ame divine lgcrfon, who fpoke in the Text, hath
alfo {aid, ¢ A houle, a kingdom, divided againft itfelf cannot
ftand.”” A divided family will deftroy itfelf. A divided
nation will anticipate ruin, preparced by its encmies.  Swit-
zerland, Geneva, Genoa, Venice, the Sardinian territories,
Belgium, and DBatavia, are melancholy examples of the
truth of this Jeclaration of our Saviour ; beacons, which
warn, with a gloomy and dreadful light, the naticns who
{urvive their ruin. .

“THg greatbond of union to every people is its govern-
ment. %'lﬁs deflroyed, or diftrufted, there is no center left
of intcllizence, counfel, or altion ; no fytlem of purpofts, or
meafures ; no pot of rallying, or confdence. When a
nation is ready to fay, “ What part have we in David, or
what inheritance in the fon of Jefle 27 it will naturally {ub-
join, ¢ Every man to his teat, O I{rael 17 |

THE candour and uprightnets, with which our own go-
vernment has acted in the progrefs of the prefent contro-
verfy, have forced encomiums even from its moft bitter op-
polers, and excited the warmeft apprebaticn and applaute of
all its friends.  Few objelts could be mere important, au-
fpicious, or cratifying to chriftians, thanto fee the condudt
of their rulers fuch, as they can, with boldnels of zccef,
bring before their God, and fearleilly commend to his
favour and prote&ion. .

IN men, poflefled of (imilar candour, adherence to our
government, in the prefent critis, may be regarded as a
fi:ing cicourfe.  They nced pot be indormed, thae the ex-
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it rulers muft be the diredtors of our public affairs, and

tic cnly direltors 3 that their views and me.fures will nov

and cannot always accord with the judgment of individuals,

s the op'nicas of individuals accord no better with each o-

thier 5 that the officers of government are poflefled of better

irformation than private perfons can be j that, if they had

the fame information, they would probably coincide with.
the opintons of their rulers; that confidence muft be placed

in men, imperfedt as they are, in all human affairs, or no

important bufimefs can be done ; and that men of known

and tried probity are fully deferving of that confidence.

. AT the prefent time this adherence ought to be uncqui-
vocally manifefted.  In a land of univerfal fufirage, where
every individual is poflefled of much perfonal confequence as
in ours, the government ought, efpecially in great meafures,
to be as fecure, as may be, of the harmonious and cheerful
co-gperation of the citizens.  All fuccefz, here, depends on
the hearty concurrence of the community 3 and no occafion
cver called for it more.

. BuT there are, even in this State, perfons, who are op-
pofed to the government.  To them I obferve, That the
govermnent of France has deftroyed the independence of
every nation, which has confided in 1t. -

THAT every fuch nation has been ruined by its internal
divifions, efpecially by the feparation of the pcople from
their povernment. -

THAT they have attempted to accomplifh our ruin by the
fame mecans, and will certainly accomplifh it, if they can
- THAT the miferies fuffered by the {ubjugated nations
have been numberlels and extreme, involving the lofs of
national honour, the immen{e plunder of public and private
property, the conflagration of churches and dwellings, the
total ruin of familics, the butchery of great multitudes of
fathers and fons, and the moit deplorable difhonour of
wives and daughters ;

THAT the {ame mifcries will be repeated here, if in
thcir powcr. |

‘THAT there is, under God, no mean of efcaping this ru-
m, but union amony ourfelves, and unfliaken adherence to
the exifting government ;

THAT themfclves have an infinitely higher intereft in
preferving the independence of their country, than in any
thing, which can exift, thould it be conquered ;

THAT they muft ftand, or fall, with their country ; fince

the French, tke all other conquerors, though they may for
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s little time regard them, as aids and friends, with a feemn-
ing partiality, will foon lofe that partiality in a peneral con-
tempt and hatred for them, as Americans. “That fhould
they, contrary to all experience, efcape thefe cvils, their
children will fulfer them as extenfively as thofe of ther:
neighbours ; and
- THAT to oppole, or negledt, the defence of their coun-
try, is to {tab the breafl, from which they have drawn their
Lfe. |
. T xNow not that even thefe confiderations will prevail =
if they do not, nothing can be fuggelted by me, which will
have efficacy. . I muft leave them, therefore, to their con-
fciences, and their God. .
. In the mean time, fince the great falts, of which this
controverfy has confifted, have not, during the preceding;
periods, been thoroughly kuown, or believed, by all ; and
fince all queftions of expediency will be viewed differently
by different eyes; I cannot but urge a general {pirit of con-
ciliation. To men labouring under mere miftakes, and
prejudices void of malignity, hard names are inmoft cafes
unhappily applied, and unkindnefs is unwifzsly exhibited-
Multitudes, heretofore attached to France with great ar-
-dour, have, from full conviction of the neceflity of changing
their fentiments and their condu&, come forthin the moft
decifive lanpuage, and. determined condu&, of defenders
of their country. More are daily exhibiting the {ame {pi-
rit and meafures. Almoft all native Americans will, I doubt
not, fpeedily appear in the famé ranks ; and none fhould,
in my opinion, be difcouraged by ufelefs cbloquy. |
5. ANOTHER duty, injoined in the text, and highly in-
cumbent on us at this time, is unfhaken firmnefs m our op-
pofition. |
A sTEADY and invincible firmne{s is the chief inftrument
of great atchievements. It is the prime m2in of great
wealth, learning, wifdom, power and virtue ; and without
t nothing ncble or ufeful is ufually accompiithed. With-
eut it Sur feparation from our enemics, and our union a-
mong ourfelves, will avail to no end. The caufe is too
gomplex, the objeét too important, to be determined by 2
fingle effort. It is mnfinitely too important to be givenup,
ler the confequence be what it may. No evils, which can
flow from refiftance, can be fo great as thofe, which muft
flow from fubmiflion. Grear {acrifices of property, of peace,
and of life, we may be called to mike, but they will full
D
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fi.nrt of complete ruin.  If they fhould not, it will be more
dcfirable, bevond computation, to fall in the honourable
and falthful defence of our families, our conmry, and our
rctivion, than to furvive, thie melancholy, debafed, and
;;uil:::y {petators bf the rain of all.  We contend for all
that 35, or ought to be, dear to man.  Our caufe is emi-
nently that, in which ¢ he who feeketh tofave his life fholl

lofe it, and he who lofein it,” in obedicnce to the com-
pmand of his Mafter, ¢ fhall find 1t” beyond the grave. To
cur cnemics we have done no wrong.  Unfpotted juftice
fooks down on alt our public meafures with a fmile. We

fi. it for that, for which we can pray. We fight for the

Yiies, the honor, the fafety, of our wives and children, for
the religion of our fathers, and for theliberty, ¢ with which
Chrift hath made us free.” ¢ We jeopard our lives,”” that

our children may inherit thefe glorious bleflings, be refcu-

ed from the grinding infolence of foreign defpotifm, and
{aved from the corruption and perdition of foreign atheifm.
Y am a father. 1 fecl the ufual parental tendernefsfor my
. children. I have long foothed the approach of declining
years with the fond hope of feeing my fons ferving God
and their generation around me.  But from cool convidti-

on Ideclare in this folemn place; T would far rather follow:

them one by one to an untimely grave, than to behold
them, however profperous, the vidims of philofophifin.
What could I then believe, but that they were ¢ nigh unto
curfing, and that their end was to be burned.”
~ Frox wwo fources only are we in danger of irrcfoluti.
on; Avarice, and a reliunce” on thofe fuir profeffions, which
our encmies have begun to make, and which they will
doubtlefs continue to make, in degrees, and with infidiouf-
nefs, ftill greater. '

Ox the firft of thefe fources 1 obferve, that, if we girudge
2 part of our property in the dcfence of our country, we
Jofe the whole; and not only the whole of our property,
but all cur comforts, andall our hopes.  Every enjoyment
ef life, every folace of forrow, will be offered up in one
vafthecatomb at thefhrine of pride, plander, impurity, and
athelifm. Thofe ¢“ who fear not God, regard not man.”
Al interefts, befide their own, arc in the view-of fuch
men the {port of wantonnefs, of infolence, and of a heart
i millitone. They and their engines will foon tell you,
M you do not put it out of their power, as one of the
tamie engines told the miferable inhabitants of Neuw.

> {in Gertnany') unhappily placing confidencein thelr pra.
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feflions. Hear the ftory, inthe words of Profeflor Robi-
fon, ¢ If ever there vvas a {pot upon carth, where men may
be happy ina {tute of cultivated focicty, it was the litde
principality of Neuwied. I faw itin 1770. The town
was neat, and the palace handfome and in pood ftate. Bue
the country was beyond conception deliphuul ; nota cot-
tage that was out of repair ; not a hedge out of order. It
had been the hobby of the Prince (pardon me the word)
who made it his daily employment to go through his prin-
cipality, and afflift every houfholder, of whatever coudition,
with his advice and with his purfe ; and when a frechold-
er could not of himfelf put things into a thriving conditic,
the Prince fent his workmen and did it for him. He en-
dowed fchools for the common people and two academies
for the gent:y and the people of bufinefs. He gave litte
portions tc the daughters, and prizes to the well-behaving:
fons of the labouring people. His own houfhiold was a pat-
tern of elegonce ang ceconomy ; his fons were fent to Pa-
xis, to learn elegance, and to England, tolearn fcience and |
agriculture. In fhort the whole was like a romance, and
was Indeed jomantic. I heard it fpoken of with a fmile at
the table of the Bifhop of Treves, and was induced to fee
1t the next day as a curiofity. Yet even here the fanati-
cifm of Knigge (one of the founders of the Illuminari) would
diftribute his poifon, and tell the blinded people that they
~were In a ftate of {in and mifery, that their Prince was a.
. defpot, and that they would never be happy ’till he was
made to fly, and ’till they were made all equal.” _
““’I'HEY got their with.  The fwarm of French locufts
{at down at Neuwied’s beautiful fields, in, 1793, and in.
trenched themfelves ; and in three menths Prince’s and Far-
mers” houfes, and cottages, and {chools, and academies, all
vanifhed. When they complained of their miferies to the
Xrench General, Ren? le Grand, he replied, with a con-.
temptuous and cutting laugh, ¢ Allisours. We have left
you your eyes to cry.”’ - - . _
WiLL you truft fuch profeflions? Have not your ene.
mies made themn to every country, which they have fubju-
gated ? Have they fulfilled themn to one ? Will they prove
more {incere to you? Have they not deceived youin ewvery
expectation hitherto ? Cn what grounds can yeu rely oa
them hereafier? " ..
. WitLL you grudge your property for the defence of it-.
felf, of your families, of yourfelves. Will you preferve it
to pay the price of a Dutch loan ? to have it put in requi-
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et
fiton by the French Directory ? to 1abel it on your doors,
that thcy may, without trouble and without a tax bill, fend
their foldiers and take 1t for the ufe of the Republic ? Will
you kecp it to aflift them to pay their fleets and armics
for fubduing you? and'to maintain their forts and garrif-
ons for keeping you in fubjzction? Shall it become the pur-
chafe of a ¥rench fete, holden to commcmorate the maffa-
cres of the 1oth of Auguft, the butcheries of the 3d of Scp-
tember, or the murder of Louis the 16th, your former be-
vefactor ? Shall it furnith the meuns for Reprefentatives of
2fe people to roll through your fireets ‘on the wheels of
iplendour, to imprifon your fons and fathers; to feize on
all the comforts, which you have earned with toil, and laid
up with care ;and to gather your wives, fifters, and daugh-
ters, into their brutaF feraglios 2 Shall it become the price
-of the guillotine, and pay the expenfe of cleanfing your
ftreets from brooks of human blood 2 | -
" WiLL you rely on mnen whofe princisles juflify falftood,
imyuftice, ond cruclty ? Will you truft philofophifts? men
who fet truth at nought, avho make juftice a butt of mock-
ery, who deny the being and providence " of God, and
Jaugh at the interefts and fufferings of men? Think not
that fuch men can change. They can fearcely be ‘worfe. -
“I'heré is not a hope that they will become better.
Bur perhaps you may be alarmed by the power, and
the fuccelles, of your enemies. I am warrantedto declare,
that the ableft judge of this fubje& in America has faid,
that, if we are united, firm, and faithful to ourfclves, nei-
ther France, nor all Europe, can fubdue thefc States. A~
~ gainit other nations they contended with great and decifive,
advantages. Thofe nations were near to them, were divi-
-ded, feeble, corrupted, feduced by philofophifls, flaves of
defpotifm, and f{eparated from their povernment. None
of thefc charallers can be applied to us, unlefs we volynta-
rily retam thofe, which depend on curfelves. 1 hree thou-.
Jand miles of océan fpread between us and cur enemies, to
enfectle and dfappoint their efiorts.  They will not here
contend with fuken Italians, with divided Swiffers, nor.
with felf-turrendered Belgians -and Butavians. #1 hey will
find 2 hardy roce of fremmen, uncorrupicd by Tusury, vo-
broltcn by defpotifm ;-¢nbghtened 10 underflind their pri-
wieges, glowing witivindspendence, and deternined to Le
free, or tod'e : men who love, and who will defend, their
faniies, their country, and their religion : men frefa from
wiumph, and firong In 2 recent and viorious Rev olution.
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‘Doubled, fince that Revolution began,. in their numbers,
:and quadrupled in their refources and advantages, at home,
in a country formed to difappoint invafion, and to profper
~-defence, under leaders fkilled in all the arts and ‘dutics of
war, and trained in the path of fuccefls, they have, if unit-
+ed, firm, and faithful, every thing to hope, and, befide the
-common evils of war, nothing to fear. )

- THiNk not that I truft in chariots and in horfes. My
"own reliance is, 1 hope, I ardently hope vours is, alfo, on
the Lord our God. All thele are his moft micrciful bletlings,
and, as fuch, moft fupporting confolations to us.  They are
the very means, which he has provided for our fafety, and
our haope.  Stupidity, {loth, and ingratitude, can alone be
blind to them as tokens for good. We are not, my bre-
. thren, to look for miracles, nor to expet God to accom-
plith them. We are to truft in him for the bleflings of 2
regular and merciful providence. Such a providence is o-
ver us for good. I have recited abundant proofs, and
.cou'q eafily recite many more- All thefe are means, with
w.uch we are to plant, and to water, and in anfwer to our
prayers God will certainly give the increafe. - .
- BuT I am peculiarly contident in the promifcd blefling of
the Text. Our contention is a plain duty to God. The
fame glorious Perfon, who has commanded it, has promifed
10 crown our obedience with his blefling ; and has thus il.
lumined this gloomy prediétion, and fhed the dawn of hope
and comfort over this melancholy period.

" To you the promife is eminently fupporting. Xe has
won your faith by the great things he has already done for
your fathers, and for you. The fame Almighty Hand,
which deftroyed the fleet of Chebu&to by the ftorm, and
whelnmed it in the deep ; which condufted into the arms
-of Manly, and of Mugford, thofe means of war, which for
‘the time faved your country ; which raifed up your Wath.
Zington to guide your armies and your councils ; which u.
qiited you with your brethren againit every expedtation and
thope ; which difappolinted the devices of enemnies without,
and traitors within; which bade the winds and the waves
fight for you at Yorxtown ; which has, in later periods, re.-
peatedly difclofed the machinations of your enemies, and’
“which has now roufed a noble ipirit of refifiunce to in-
trigue and to terror 3 will accomplich for you a2 final dek.
‘verance from the hand of thole, ¢¢ who feck your hure.”
‘He has been your fathers’ God, and he Wil be yours. .

Loox through the hillory of your )ioplltr-y. You will
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find fcarcely lefs glorious and wonderful preofs of divine ~
protection and deliverance, uniformly adminiftered through
every period of our exiftence as a people, than {lone to the
people of Ifrael in Egypt, in the wildernefs, and in Canaan.
Can it be believed, can it be, that Chriftianity has been {o
planted here, the Church of God fo eftablithed, fo happy
a Government confhituted, and fo defirable a ftate of Sodi-
ety begun, merely to fhew them to the world, and then
deftroy them? Wo inftance can be found in the providence
of God, in which a nation fo wonderfully cftablifhed, apd
preferved, has been overthrown, until it had progreffcd far-
ther in corruption.  ¥We may be caft down ; but experience
only will prove to me, that we fhall be deftroyed.

BuT the confideration, which oupht of itfelf to. decide
your opinions and your condu&, and which adds jmmenfe
weicht to all the others, is that the alternative, as exhibit.
ed in the prediction, and in providence, is beyond mcafure
dreadful, and is at hand. ¢ Behold,” faith the Saviour,
“¢ I come as a thief””—fuddenly, unexpe&edly, alarmingly—
as that wafting encmy, the burglar, breaks up the houfe in
the hour of darknefs, when all the inhabitants are” loft i
fleep and fecurity. How ftrongly do the great ‘events of
the prefent day fhew this awful advent of the King of Kings
to be at the doors ? | ’ )

- TURY your eyes, for amoment, to the face of providence,
and mark its new and {urprifing appearance. The Jews, for
" the firft timre fince the deftruftion of Jerufalem by Adrian,
have, inthefe States, been admitted tothe rights of citizenthip 5
and have fince been admitted to the fame rights in Pruflia.
They have alfo, as we are informed, appointed a folemn
delegation to examine the evidences of Chriftianity. In the
Auftrian dominions, it 1s aflerted, they have agreed to ob-
{ferve the Chriftian Sabbath ; andin England, have in con.-
fiderable numbers embraced the Chriftian religion. New
and unprecedented efforts have been made, and are faft
increafing, in England, Scotland, Germany, and the Unit-
ed States, for the converfion of the Heathen. Meafures *
have, in Europe, and in America, been adopted, and are
ftill enlarcing, for putting cn end to the African flavery,
which will within a moderate period bring it to an end.
Mohammedifm is necarly extint in Perfia, onc of the chief
fupports of that impofture. In Turkey, its other great
fupport, the throne totters to its fall.  The great Calinn-
ties of the prefent period have fallen, aifo, almoft exclufive-
ly upoxa the Antichiriflian empire ; and almoft every part
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of that empire has druck deeply of the cup. France, Bel-
gium, Spain, Ireland,,the Sardinian monarchy, the Aufl
trian dominions, Venice, Genoa, popith Switzerland, the
Ecclefiaftical State, popith Germany, Poland, and the French

« Weft-Indics, have all been vifited with judgments won-

derful and terrible ; and in exat accordance with propue-
cy have furthered their own ruin.  The Kings, or {tates,
of this empire are now plainly ¢ hating the whore, eating
her flelh, and burning her with fire.””  Batavia, Proteflant
Switzerland, fome parts of proteftant Germany, and * Gere-
va, have molt unwifely, not to fay wickedly, refufed ¢ 1o
come out” and have therefore ¢¢ partaken of the fins, and
received of the plaxues,” of their enemics. To the fame
unhappy caufe our own fmartings may all be traced ; but
blefled be God, there is reafon to hope, that * we are ef-
caping from the fnare of the fowler.”

So fudden, fo unexpetted, fo alaming a ftate of things
has not exifted fince the delupe. Every mouth proclaims,
every eye Jooks its aftonithment. Wonders daily fuccced

‘wonders, and are beginning to be regarded- as the flanding

courfe of things. As they are of fo many kinds, exift in fo

‘many places, and refpé@ fo many objeés ; kinds, places and

obje(ts, all marked out in prophecy, exhibited as parts of
one clofely united fyftem, and to be expected at the prefent

time ; they fhew that this affeting declaration is even now

fulfilling in 2 furprifing manner, and that the advent of

"Chrift is at leaft at our doors. Think how awful this ge-

riod is. Think what convulfions, what calamities, are por-

tended by that gredt Voice out of the temple of Heaven from
the Throne.—*“ It is done !’ by the voices and thunder-
mgs and lightnings, by the unprecedented fhaking of the

earth, the unexampled plague of hailftones, the fleeing of -

the iflands, the vanithing of the mountains, the rending
afunder of the Antichriftian empire, the united afcent of =il

its fins before God, the falling of the cities of the nations,

the general embattling of mankind againft their Maker, and

their final overthrow, in fuch immenfe numbers, that ¢zl
the fowls fhall be filled with their flefh.”

. % GOD is jealous, and the Lord revengeth’; the Lord
revengeth and is furious ; the Lord will take vengeance on
his adverfaries, he referveth wrath for his cnemies. The

Lord 1s flow to anger, and great in power, and will not ac

all acquit the wicked. The Lord hath his way in e

vwhirlwind, and in the ftorm, and the clouds are the duft of
bisfect. The movntains quake: at him, and the hills me'z ;
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- and the earth is burnt at his prefence, yea the world, and®
all that dwell therein.  Who can ftand before his indignu.
ton 2 Who can abide in the fiercenefs of his angcr 3 |

Ix this amazing confhét, amidit tius ftupendous and im- -
mezafurable ruin, how tranfporung the thought, thar fafe.”
ty and peace may be certainly found. O thou God of our
fathers ! our own God ! and the God of our children! en-
able us fo to watch, and keep our garments, in this folemn
day, that our fhame appear not, amFthat both we and our .

- pofterity may be entitled to the blefling which thou haft
promifed. A M E N.

F
St ettt

. - Since this difcourfe was fant to the prefs, I have been infbrmed, that the -
Worlk of Profeflcr Robifon has given offence to the Fie: M.fons in the
Keighbourhood of Bofton, In cenfequence of an apprehenfion, that the cha.
sallet or cheir inflitution is attacked, or endangered, fome of the members
have undertaken to impeach his chara@er, and to treat the proofs, which he
has produced, with contemnpt and ridicule, A moment’s reflelion would, [
fhould imagine, convince any man of informati~n, that Profeffar Robifin's
chara@er is incapable of being fuccelsfully impeacked,* The do@rines of a-
py man ovght always to beregarded as open to dilbelief, and free difcuflion ;
but the general charaferof this man cught notto be treated with contempt”
by petlons, who do not in form:e good meafure spproximate to the fame ta.
fents, learsing, and refpeflability. Contempt comes with an 1)) grace from
thofe, who are confefledly and grestly iaferiour in thoir whole eharaller to
thofe whom they contemn ; ard tidicule, poweiful a3 it may te thought fur
a {eafon, never decided, and never will decide, a {erinus queftion, .

I f=¢ not that thofe Free Mafons, who held their ancient eharafler and in-
ttitutions, are in the kaft degrere j1aplicated in any charge, biought forward "%
by the Profeflor. He is himfelf 2 Free Mafon of this defcription, and proba.
biy was not difpofed to irjure either his own charafter, or that of his friends,
Oo my mind no impreflion, difadvantageons to the ancient Free Mafonry,
wias made by readingthe book. I am woll affured, that {uch is the fentia eat
of feveral very refpeQable Free Mafont in this country, and am parfuaded,
that it is the general fentiment, Bat HHluminati{m exifts n this country
and the impicus mockery of the Sacramestal Supper, deferibed by Mr. Robi.
fon, has been adled here. _

M I mitake not, all the Reviews, of England, the Britifth Critic excepted,
are diret (apporters of Jacobinifm and Socinianifm. Four of them are cer-
tainly of this charz&er. Orcourle their politicat and religious épinions will
hasve little weighe with the great body of the people of this country. In the
mind of 2 perfun who reads them, and who otferveethe manrner in which they
Bandle political znd religious fubjeds, I fhould believe they would have none.

Within a faort period of time the queftion concerning Niuminatifm will be
fettied. When the Abue Darruel's Memcirs of Jacobini{fm come to be ge-
nerally read, all Amarican conttoverfies on this fubjeét will prabably die of
courfe, [ am perfuadsd, that the great body of Free Mafonsin this couno
try aic no more fricadly to the defigns of thefe Philofophifts than thereit of
their countryinen ; and that they will, on the one hand, be pleafed to fee them
fuily expoled, and, on the other, regret that they found, here; ¢ven the fhae

cow of a defeafe.

.- [COPY RIGHT SECURED.]
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