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TO THE READIR.

DO not profefs to be a grammarian, 10t a logienn,

vut a hearty lover of tvuth and righteou
gaged in pelitical difputes, but in iltuftraun
the goipel, according to my fecble abilities ; be:ievmg that
minifterial influenice in political affairs has done much mere
hurt than good in the world for a long time ; believing alfo,
that gefpel minifters, as {uch, have nothing to do with polit-
ical matters, except being fet for the defence of the gefpel
of Chnft, are fometimes called to defend it from politicil
invafions ; believing that God has allowed no connection
between the fpiritual kingdom of Chiilt and the carnal
policy of the world. In the following difcourfe T have
endeavored to illuftrate the things me™ cilential to our
{piritual geod, and in my improvement tried to fhew that
our gofpel privileges are not defended nor fupported by
legiflative power and {kill, but by the /pirit of the lining
Gor, '
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HIS plilm encourageth us to hope and

truit in God, and to b:lieve that through

his power, providence, and gracicus prefence with
his church, even in e worll of thme 2 fhe fhall be
preferved iecure beneath the {hadow of ‘hisw Ings.—
Notwithitanding the loud and neily tlfreatnings of an
angry and malicious world, Gsd is -ur r. Fuge e firengib,
a very preient help in trousle. VeI 1. Thb has been the
lanauage of the redeemed in ail ages, and may il
be uttered with as much propriety as cver; o P\.L"llﬂl
when we have had fome freth expericnces of his ap-
pearing on our behalf, as at the prefent du\, which
is liluitrious with his favor poth in J)rmmcnu, and
grace. Are we purfued with perfecutors 7 Geod is
our refuge to whom we may flee, and think ourfelves
{ate and fecure upon good ground~  Prov. xviil. 10.
Are we oppreffed with troubles 7 Liave we enemies to
encounter, or work to do ? God 1s our flrength, who
hath premifed, that as our Jday is cur flrength thall
be : Zicn ‘f:“i‘-' QUL onstooe Jrﬁ‘:r Lt e ot Lo wody
anid 2‘.7'9:5 5 the sucuniaing be cairicd 85 e ine 1 S N ST
ver. 2. Notwitintanding the war of dcmmt\ ihe
wreck of mazter, and (.mih of the world, w hmh wi'

one day take pla*.e, our fouls arc dappy who rutt i
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God, wich all eur Boaits and lean not tn our own
urlerfanding, Uh nish xingdoms and ftztes be in
cntul embroiled i'w wars, tolfed with umules,
and thetr governaments “n continual revolution 5 tho’
'}w" nawers combine againft the caurch and peonlc

f God, 2 at o U: than their ruin, and go very
near towards gaining their point 5 yet wul not we
fear, knm\'ing hat all thefe troubles will end well
tor the church. Plll xcill. 4. Not only the preced-
Ing veries, bur cur text fp2cually gives us abdnd“mt
renion try exanlt m God o {uch a day as this: And
fhat vou may wm a famihar underftanding of the
un 2ot mv toxt 1 fhatl,

Give vou a conale defeription of the church of
(}c"‘ from the Hmilitude of a cu\'

. I hall endeavor to dafcribe fome of her blefled
pri'v zes trom the fimilitnde of a river, the {treams
u‘hers f maike glad the ciry of God.

‘The firit thl'w now before us then is, a defcrip-
niont of the church of God from the fimilitude of a
citv : That the church is called a city both in the ol
and new teftament will appear from plalm lxxxvil. 3.
and Hab. xi 2200 Anciently a city was a walled
town, wiaesre the pe o;le had much trade, wealth and
honor s they were {ubjected to their proper rulers,
and hadthcir dittineuithed privileges.  In the prefent
dayv tacre wre cities which differ fomewhat from this
defeription. Accerding to Mr. Brown’s dictionary,
the moft- qo*ed cittes now deltroyed were, Thebes,
Memphis, and Alexandriain IL:‘\ pt; Jerutalem and
Samaria, m Canzan ; ‘3 bylon, in Chaidea; Nine-
vell, 1 Ailviiag bba Penepolh, and Rhye, in
Porfia; An. vo\.h vl‘l"t; Ephefus, Philadelphia,
Pargamas and T ov, = Lefir Aha. Some one of
thefe ancient cities was doubtlels alluded to as 2 figur-
ative repreientation of the Zion of God, and I think
wo cannot be much at a lefs which, when we confider
thar Jor u‘ dem was calleld The Hoiy Cityy City of God, City

o~

e S el oo becaire thigie thu, temple of God
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was built, hiz Loly and folemn crdinances cbierved.
Mat. v. 550 aud xxvi. §3. Hah xxxio. 200 I we
take this city for our fimilitude, 1t may be cbferved,
that the chrrch is reprefented by 1t 1n the telleving
partxculars, viz. Ht. Jerufalem wes @ veil boilt ay,
its houfes were clofcly joined tegether, and | its {ireets
uniform ; hence the Pialmift ﬁys, Pial. exxit. 5. Je-
rufalem is builded as a city that 1s compact tegethor:
{o the church of Chriit and the members of it, as
they are built upon the fame icundaticn, and are
clefely jeined to the fame head, Chrift; fo they are
{t-iétly united cne te another, apd are like 2 building
fitly framed together, or ike an human bedy thatis
fitly ioined together and compa&ted by that which
every joint jupplieth, all the marnbers being {et in
their proper places, m a juft fymetry with, and fub-
ferviency to each other. See Ephefians 1. 2¢, 21,
and iv. 16.

2d. Jerufalem was not only the metropeliz ¢f Ju-
dea, but was the chief citvy m all the world ¢ and this
may {et forth the fuper echHe“Ly, glery and come-
linefs of the church, above all the world befides ;
which will mcre manheﬁ} appear, when the moun-
tain of the Lord’s houfe fhall be eftablithed In tne
top of the mountains, and be exalted above the hills,
and God’s Jerufaiem be a praife in the earth. See
Ifaiah xxu. and lxii. 7.

3d. It was a very beautiful c1tv 3 it had many beau-
G0l frudures in it, particularly the temple, which
was the findt building that ever was feen n the
world : it was alfo very beautiiul for fitvauon, as
well as for buildings, and therefore was called tm’
perfetion of beauty; as the church alfo is, being
beautified with the garn*ems of Chriit’s falvaticn,

4th. It was a very rich and opulent city, elpeciatly
in Solemon’s time, who made filver to be in j»u fa-
lem as ftones : in the church, not only the unicarch.
able riches of Chrift arc prmchcd but alfo the mm-

t

menis rickes of divine grace and mierey are expended
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upon the members of it, fo tiat every inhabitant of
this Jerufalem 15 a king and a prince. How rich
muit that cm be, all whole inhabitants are kings
and princes ? Such are the faints, the members of
Chrift’s church, whae are made by Chrift kings and
prielts to his Father.

sth. It was not only the place of the refidence of
the kirgs of David’s line, where they had their pal-
la\,eb, and kept their courts ; but allo, what made
it more glorious and comely then all the reft, it was
the city of the great King, even of him who is the
King of kmgo. who was fet up by his Father, as
- king over his holy hill of Zion, fo the church in
Oh:ift’s pallac., - uer. he keeps his court, grants
his prefence, fhews himfelf, and entertains his friends
as courtiers ; 1t 1s his reft, his habitation, where he
dwells and delights to be, having chefen it for that
purpofe.

¢th. What made Jerufalem exceeding comely,
was, that the worfhip of God was kept up there :
here was the temple ; here facrifices were offered up ;
hither the tribes went up to worfhip ; and therefore
is called the city of our folemnities : Chnit’s church
i1s the place of worfhip where faints affemble together;
where God is reverenced and adored by them ; where
the facrifices of prayer and praife are oftered up;
where the word of God 1s preached, and his ordi-
nances adminiftered, to the comfort of his faints,
and to the glory of his name.

7th. Jerufalem, as it was beautiful in its inward
buildings, fo 1t was likewife in its outward fortifica-
tions, which were both natural and artificial : it had
not only many towers and bulwarks, which were 1ts
artificial fortifications, -but it had alfo mountains
around it, which were natural ones ; and for this rea-
fon the church and people of God are compared to
it 1 Plalm cxxv. 2. As the mountains are vound about j‘z’-
vufalemy [o the Lord is vound about bis people, from benceforth
even forever. - God himfelf is a wall of fire around his
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church; Chriftis a ftrong tower in the midit of it;
and falvation has God appoinied for walls and bul-
warks about it.

Sth. Ferwfalem was a free city, asis Ferufalerm which
is the mstker of s ali ; it had many privileges and im-
munities, as has ailfo the church of Chrift, and all
the members of it ; all wko are fellow citizens with
the faints and of the houthold of Ged, are all
Chrift’s freemen, and enjoy the liberty of the gofpel,
and can never lofe their freedoms nor be Jenrived
of them; they fhzll never be arrefted by diviane juf-
tice, T4 CTIC iniu CONGu.: 4. 9, nor be reduced
to a ftate of bonaage.

gth. Jerufalem abounded with vaft multitudes of
inhabitants ; and the church of Ged though faid to
be a little flock when compared with the world, burt
yet, confidered by itfelf, it is very large and nunie-
rous ; John faw at once, after he had beheld the for-
ty and four thoufand, a great multitude which no
man could number, and that ot fuch who belonged
to Chrilt, and were {aved by hun; and fo will the
church on earth, appear very numerous, when thofe
prophefies are fulfilled, which vou may read in Jfai-
ah. xlix. 19, 20, and Ix. 4—S.

1oth. The diverfity of the inhabitants either at Je-
rufalem or in any other city, fuch as rich and poor,

good and bad, &c. may reprefent, that m Chrift’s
church here on earth, there is a very great difference

of its members; fome have greater gifts and more
grace than otherg have ; fome are more public {pir-
ited than others, and fo oi greater ufefuinefs; fome
are real and hearty believers, othersare only painted
hypocrites ; for there has been always tares among
Chril’s wheat, wolves and goats among his theep,
and fome who have had a name and place in tius city,
whofe names were never written among the living-in
jerufalem.

rrth. In well regulated cities, there is good or-
der and decorum kept ; there are good laws made,



[ 1o ]

and proper officers appointad to put them in execu-
Aen; as well as a good watch 22d guard provided
for the fecurity of the inhabitants @ in the church of
God there are good and wholcfome laws enacted oy
the great legiflator, which concern the admifion of
perions into this city, their behavior whilit ini:, and
their removal from 1t, if dxiacrrexabne; and thele are
preferable to all o{heh, not only be~aufe Ged is the
author of them, but alfo, becau’e they are writen
upon the hearts of all thofe who are true citizens,
according to that p*omx.e n Jcr\,mxah XXX 33
E] wu/p'a‘ ”ny faze 12 thoir inqe ﬁra arii ard -:c’:"iiii 102 tocir
Fearts : moreover, her p*opex officers appeinted,
fuch as miniiters of the vmpel vhe are to {ee that
thefe laws are carefully obferved and exact!y complied
with; who alfo bear the charadter of wat chmen,
bemg f~t as well for the defence of the church, as
to give lirection and inftruction to her, which 1s the
twelfth and laft particular that I fhall here rame 1n
fhewing the parity between the peculiarities of a city
and the church of God. Of watchmen in cities,
there are two forts, fome that go about the city ‘s and
others that are fet on the walls (i it ; Cc.nt. . 3.
Hal Ixui. 6. 1 2ave % qeotchumen wpon tfy willy, O Foru-
_/01 m, &

The cualifications for fuch an office are quickne:
of fight, vigilance, conflancy, courage and f'\.lhzﬂ]-
nefs. Watchmen ought to have thexr ﬁrbt, and
keep a good look out; they ought to be awake, and
not afleep, und conftant in their pn{t fhould be men
of refclution and intrzpidity in time ot danger, and
faithfu! <o give warning of it; and fo fhould the
minifters of the word. Sad it is when Zion's watch-
men are blind, and vet we read ot fuch : The fou
fiving creatures mentioned 1n the beok of the Reve-
lations Chap.” iv. 6, 8. are emblems of gofpe! min-
iiters ; and they are faid to be full of eyes within,
and befcre and bechind ; ard they have necd of all
the eyes they have, to toke heed to themielvee, and
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to watch over others: thev ought to be ivher and
vigiiant, and 1n d:cu waich- tower, and en thar
cuard ; for while men {leep. the cpemy iuws tares
of e r')r, herefy and divinion @ 1heyv fthou'd be ited-
fait and inx: 7‘0‘::15‘6 always 2boundin = 0 the wurk
of the Lord: they thould warch and ffad aft in n the
faith, and q 11t t‘le'n elves ke men, and bairong g
and they thould not conceal anv thing that ou, *ht tw
be known, or keep back that which is profisable, b
declare the whole council 01 Ged.

Their work is to warn finners of their ol wavs,
of the danger thev are in b\ them @ to thew them
what zn e\l and bitter thing fin is. and thar the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven aga..m it
that the wages of fin1s death stermal; and thar de-
firudtion and mif ery are in all their wavs, in whic!
they will iffue if grace prevent not ; and to convince
them of the worth of ther precicus and 1mmmortal
fouls, and that the lofs of them is irrecoverable, and
that nothing can be given in exchange for them. Al
fo their bufinels 1s to arvufe and awake ileepy f2ints ;
the wife as well as the fooiith v 1rgm\ fomeumss i:dl
afleep, and it is the duty of the watchmen to awake

them, and let them know how unbecomm*r 1t 13 for
perfons ot their characters to be dfleep, T#::t%x leg
Sfirep intle might ; Fur Kt s <vhs a f r3c day b foher o It us
rist fleep as o> -thers Bt Lo ows qeotoh Thefe. Ve §, 6 .
Children of the HAH a"ld of t‘le day, fhou!d no'
fleep as thofe who are of the night and darkneis; the
watchmen thould tellthem, it is high time to awake
out of fleep, and jog them and itir them up ; and
if this will not do, they theuld cry aloud and fpar
not, and lift up their voice like a trumpet, and fay,
aw ake thou that fleepeft and arife from the dead 2 “nd
Chnift fhall give thee iight. Ephe. v. 14

Moreover another part of their office is, to give the
time of the night, as it is the bufinels of a watchman
on che walls to look out, and if he defcries an enemy,

t¢: obferve his motions and advances, and give notice
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of appreaching danger to them within the ciy; fo it is
the bufinefs of the watchmen that go about the city,
as to take up ftreling perfons and examine them ; io o
give the inhabitants the hour of the night, that they
may Know hﬂ,w nuu’) of 1t 1s gone, :md \xh'n 15 yet
to cv'nc, and this 1s the odice of the minitters of
the word: lne watchm:n of the Old Teftament, the
P"Ophﬁto, ga\eth time or night then ; ey enguived

- r -~
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it tjr'“ 1' & “r) ,-:.:':;i the rjf rirz;; o Chriz, emd 282 (-
rv that 'h:JJ Fize 1 Pet i 12, 11. And fo the
watchmen of the New-Teftament, the minifters of
the golpel, it becoines themto enqmre what time it
now 13, that they mav be able 1n fome meafure 0
give an anlwer o fuch a queftion as is put in, lia.
XXL. 11, 12, Jarchmen <oist of the might 2 Walhnn
wha o tle ;"“ > In erder to which itis necefiary ta
{tudy the prophetic paris of the New-Teftament, and
abide in the caliing wherein they are called : Not like
fome of modern ¢ itmes, who ieem to pay more atten-
tion topolitics and philofoph\' to traditivns of men, {i-
perﬁmo\.ﬂ) gathered from the church of Rome, and
1o weorldly pepulaniy, iuch as wealth and power,
parts and leqrnmr,:, than to the flower and qum'ene.: N
of foul-aving ‘xifdom, taught in the word of God !

Agan, The Zion or city of God, 1s not only
favorzd with gofpel miniiters for her watchmen; but
alfo with the anvels ot God, Piaim xxxiv. 7. Tk

angel op the Lord encampetn vound cXoat rhem ttar fear Prw,
and Jefivoreth ".:.", and 1 Heh o Tr angels cre
j'f::‘..! Pz be nusy, ’u.:.'g v{;:r::s, V5 BN P S S ,“r 18
why fhuil b s gf Sloaro Yea, thc charalter of a

watchman agrees exce inon woil with our Lord
Jefus Chrnitt; as hy is the ‘thepherd, one part nf
whale botineds 115 to \ni\_h over the flock by migh

:md by day. Chritt does the w h\m work and oftice
of a fhephord to his fock; he feeds his flock ke a
thepiierd 5 he guards and p.wcL itoas David his
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t) pe did; he fccures it from the yon and zhe‘ bear ;

nd bgma the propricetor cf the Jock, whole cwn
th° theep are, will not tlee as an hrreling does woen
the \sod cometh, bur expo’: his lite to danger for
them ; and indecd he leid down his lite for tae cen.

‘I'his characier of a watchman agrees with him,
as the keeper oi his people; they are putinto his
hands, and there they are, outr o swhich nonz can
pluck them; they we prprerved in Chriﬁ, who 18
able to keep them from filling, and who keeps 12

watchful eye over t:.::n conzirually, and wiil rake
carc that ot one of them fhould be lott o perith,

but have everiaiting hve,  And now as i‘e 13 the
omnicient Ged; he & Knows ard can adeclive e snd from
“" " g.v’;;:-‘:-c J': ‘ b r’ i?’:; \-’ o f’l (. ’%. ‘k oo r ‘zdt ﬂ} ” t ":‘8

- o "H
comma into the worhi, aud £ lmemic of ‘ms going
cut f‘f it. ji;.'f.o é"u"w .-".'”c.' fis Four s comey tRal be

‘ew

Pl opart ot of thic av il ents Be Feeloro John xni 1.
"And he knows the time of his fecond coming alio,
and of all intcrmediate P\'°nzs, cf every thing thaf
thould happen irom his firft to his fzcond coming
he knows the things that are and wkich thall be here-
aiter.

The bock Of tI‘ revelsiion 13 ca‘ded tiee revaiction rj
s Corpdy, wnlie God g SN THII J/f’: g unts pis fera
o -~ -
wonts, 1L ?".'? it /""f} come t: pofe Rev. 1 1.

Wherefore whetiier fhould we go but to him to
know what of the night it 13 ? but I pafs on,

Il To defcribe fome of the blefid privileges from
the imilitude of a river, the itreams whereof fhall
make glad the ci:y - God.

Havi ng been o lenghiy upon my furft propofitior,
I fhail endzavor o be more concife upon this: |

This niver to my underftanding, repreients to us
the fulnels af bletlings, flowing from the fpirit of
Guod, unto his chur h. That the ipirit of God and
bleflings of golpel grace are illultrated in feripture

O

trom the ﬁmhu\ic of water, is evident from the



-

L 14

followine paflaces. Jer. il 12, Thes fage S lilen s
’ g P (b \, j [ l- \). 1/..‘, l...{.J.,‘ 4 %t u.\’
the fountaia of lriing <vatews. Rev NXilo I7.  .ind al:a

1y P, 1 v ~ ~ g
j: cver woilly let Dien tare of the avater ff zi'f:' jr:’:‘/v.

1ft. It is a great blefling to the inhabitants of any
city to have their city fituated, or built upon fome
clear, everliving fountain oi navigable waters. And
this is the cale of God’s church in a {piritual {enfe,
more, abundantly than it ever was with anycitymm a
natural fenfe. Here 15 not a well of water, but a
river, not of muddy water, but clear as chryltai,
not corruptible or dead, but living water, water of
L. Rev. xxiu. 1.

2d. The head or fpring of thus river is declared
in the text abave, from whence :t doth arife, not
from the hills, which may te cut off, diverted or dried
up, but it piceeds ot of the thrsne of God end of the Lamb,
and therefore can no more fail, than God and Chnft
can fail : no river can fail unlefs the {prings that feed
it fail, the faints thall be refrethed with fuch confo-
lations as flow from the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and their comforts can never fail ull they fail.

3d. The fulnefs of this river may be illuftrated
from the river Nile that runs through Egypt; or
from the Miflifippi river, the wefltern boundary of
thele United States : which rivers are faid to over-
flow their banks annuaily, and emit many fmall
ftreams, which run from them, extending into the
country, efpecially the vallies, and greatly enrich the
fo1l, making their lands very produlive, in confe-
quence of a rich {lime, which is left upon them.—
In like manner this river of God, through fuper-
abounding grace, continually overflows, and emits
ftreams of heavenly joy, through every facred text,
extending far and wide amidft this vaft domain,
among the mhabitants thereof ; but more efpecially
Hows unto all fuch as dweliin the vallies of humilia-
tion : always leaving the effelts of gofpel grace upon
the heart, which is productive of fruiis unto holi-
nefs ; Juch as fuithy wiviue, kaswiedge, tomdorance, pationce,
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grdlinelsy bretiory i fsoand Crarie s andmoee @l 2
FofEof e ot s Lvey vy peace, Lo < Bering, gondiensfty
goodiefsy wicoknzs, &

When anv one cf the ftreams that run from the
before mentioned rivers, are traced or puriued to-
wards the fountain from whence 1t came, 1t continu-
ally enlarges ; but if traced from the fountain, 1t
ITOWS las and lefs, until veu come to a dry and
b'lrrcn land, whue the waters donot fow : fo when
any ftream of bible truth is rightly traced or purnfd
towards the fountain from whence it came, ' alwavs
enlarges and dilates, as you advance heavenward i
the ﬁream ot gofpel grace, until it will expand like
eternity ; and center in its author God! a lea w THE
cut banks, bounds, bottom, cr thore.

4th. They are p*oportlonable to the ftrength of
thofe, who have occafion to wade in them, hike the

waters mentioned in the 45th chapter of Ezekiel's
prophecy, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, verfes, fome of which
were but apc‘e deep, lo that children might wade,
and fome bible truths are {fo familiar and plam, that
the weakelt capacity may underftand them; f{ome
were to the Lnees, where children of a little iarger
fize might wade, and {fome bible truths requires
minds a little more enhrged thau the {mallett capa-
-fity to underttand them. Some were to the loins,
where men in general may wade ; a great part of
the bible 1s fo fannhar, that men in general May un-
derftand it. The fame waters however, became an
unpaflable river : and this our bible, however con-
temptible 1t may appear to mnfidels, eminated from
the Father and the Son through the Holy Spirit.
This river of God, of which 1 am fpe"ghim, and
betore it can be traced to its fource, wiil be found
to contain myfteries tco wondertul for men or angels
tocomprenend ; likean unpaffableriver where the moft
enlarged Capautles, and the moit rechned underftand-
ings may {wim as long as time endures, and ftretch
themdelves in the eternal ocean, while Ged exiits ;
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ard yet cannot comprehend it, for it is an unpafiable
river. Heaven is not an eternal tautology, but an
everlofting enlargement of the water which Jefus
recommended to the woman of Samaria, of which
every faint is made to drink, and which is in thema
well of living water, fpringing up into. everlafting
life.

sth. What was faid by the Revelator, ch. xxii.
ver. 2. may with propriety add to the illuftration of
our prefent fubjelt ; fpeaking of this river he faid,
In the midf} of the fiveet of ity and on either fide of the viver,
was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month and the leaves of the tree were
far. the bealing of the nations. 'This tree can be no lefs
than Jefvs Chrift, and in that he ftood in the midft
and on either fide; it muft be that the river run
through the tree, fthewing us that every ftream of
* gofpel grace, that flows from God unto us, comes
through the heart of Jefus Chrift the Mediator ; of
whom to whom, and through whom are all things.
Rom. xi. 36. |

6th. As fuch a river rolls with inconceivable
grandeur, crufhing and bearing down all before it ;
fo the fpirit of God through Jefus Chrift {hall con-
tinue to flow, until every herd of fwinith perfecutors
are overwhelmed, and choaked in its waves; yea,
until wicked men and devils are wathed into hell.
Should all the kings and priefts now exifting in the
world, in. conneftion with every pope and pontiff,
join with them every legiflative body politic, that ever
was or ever will be, could they all meet in one grand
convention, and be difpofed to take council together
againft the Lord and againft his feeble, humble fol-
lowers, together with Gog and Magog, with every
other infernal power to affilt them in perfecuting the
faints, they could do no more towards daming up
this river, {toping its current or diverting its ftreams
than the fmalleﬁ feather could towards making a
dam acrols the great river Uphrates! if this be the

£
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cafe, how infipid and mean muft it apc.r to every
D‘_rion that has ¢ot as muc h faith as & (rmxn of muf
tard-feed, to hoar the common COIHt,uALt of many
in the New-England ftates, fayins thas rel 10'1011 will
conte to nausht, and relm ‘us privileges be abolifh-
cd, unlefs fupported by civil pmvcr, and the foﬁer'
ing hand of lc oitlative bodies !

"th As citizens on navigable wacers have the.
rrml@ge ot receving food and clothing from far
countrics ; fo the citizens of Zion are privileged
with heavenly food and heav bnly clothing, from the
heaven!y country, brousht in Iefua, theark of the
covenant : thre th him trey receive heavonh bread;
through him thev receive the waters of the faq&ualy,
of which they may drink their fill 5 through him
they receive hu\cnlv ornaments, and are clothed
with 2 meek and quiet fpirit, hke the king’s daugh-
t:r, who is ali glericus within and whofe apparel is
ct wrought gold, and raiment of needle-work.
Plal. xlr 1y, 14 Through hiin we fend our thanks
I)de and lfO our }/’ 1tIONS for P SecrHiis 1n NN fime
;f cedy being coiefd i nsthingy but i a//‘ 118 by piayer and

Jonlieatin i b Lot e requtls £ G Phil. iv. 6.

Sth. Citizens, who live near navigable waters, are
commonly px1m+=c*ed with an opportunity of taking
their ‘m "hf tr o different kingdom arny tune when
they %t mmy : In itke manner the citizens of Zion
have the pnuiuw of tuking thelr ﬂi(rht, irom this to
the heavenly Canzan, any twe when they get ready,
one mmg t0 Le confidered by the way, hom.var,

7 Y

Sal o dle < ooy Lo [ hall &0 witts 1es a; 6lice qf wad rivers
‘;",'" "‘i?"t“'/:'i’, o fh z" e~ wio galiics ‘:»»..;‘f{‘ CGITy NEICr can
st ips pafs e, Mfal. xxxill. 21, The galley
\\uh o‘m, mav teach us, that no lepal armumarn,
rowins by the {trength of an arm of ficth, without
tie fal of cvangelical faith, fhali be able to go up
ttream i this river, but fhall be driven before s cur-
rent dovwn the falls to heli.  The gallant fhip may
alfo teach us, that no high-flving antinemian, under
c
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tthe fail of faith, without works, fhall be able to beat
agamﬁ its current, but muft be driven to hell before
'it, with the other. In order for a vefldl 1o
‘pafs up this river, it muft be well furnithed with both
{ails and oars; as Dr. Watts faith, ¢ thewr faith and
works brought forth to light, hall make the world
confefs.”” Much might be faid about the cooling,
cleanfing, healing and fruttifying nature of thele
waters, but time would fail me: I muit haften to
fome improvement.

Dearly beloved brethren, who love cur Lord Je-
fus Chrift; whiie the convulfive heavings of the ro.
litical feas are caufing the hearts of many nomival
profeflors to fail them for fear, and difcovering the
fandy foundations of worldly churches, who have
nothing better to lean upon, than human wifdom,
wealth and power, paris and learning, legifiative
fkiil and civil eftablithments, let me invite you to
cordider, that God’s divinity is the fcundation of the
city 1 have been defcribing, and that you profefs to
belong unto. With propriety may I fay, fear not
lictle flock, it 1s your Father’s good pleafure to give
vou the kingdom. Luke xii. 32. The foundation
of God ftandsfure, having this {eal, the Lord knows
themm that are his. 2 Tim. i, 19. ‘ihe prefent
convulfions of churchesand ftates, are but the ful-
filment of fcripturc prophecies. It evidently appears
that God is now brqu g forward the facred energies
of the refiner’s fire and fuller’s foap, to cleante his
fantuary. The fpirit of life from God, begins to
enter into the witnei’i'és, that have been flain, and
been prophecying in fackcloth, in the fireets of
the great city, fpiritually called Sodom and Legypt,
where our Lord was crucified. By the two witnefl-
es, | underftand the kingly and prieftly difplay of
Jefus Chrift among his people : that the laws and
regulations  which jcius Chrift, as king of Zion,
and mayor of the holy «aty, of which I have been
fpeaking, has been trampled under foot, and the

Yy
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eradiiions of men miroduced inftzad thereof, cannot
bo ciomed, etpecially in the Church of Rome, the

n.otacr or harlots, thc uhm\. ot myiftical Babylon.
But theuld 1ay that the church of England, under
the Britith crown, is her daughter, and that the
things before mentioned, have been as apparent there
as in the church of Rome, 1t would be equally true,
though perhaps denied by fome.  Should Lagain fay,
that all religion In any and ev ery country, whether
it Rome orin England, or in New-England, which
is ettablifhed and defended by civil law has done the
fame things, it wounld be equally true; aithough
doubtiefs it would exalperate the advocates of fuch
religion with burning rage and crvel envy.  Suche’
pretenders have not only denied to the Redeemer a
righttul fovereignty in his own houfe, by buri £g
into the chambers of the heavenxy bnde and ro
her of herinnocence, by forcing her into- the charnb-
ers of myllical pro{htunon by kingly, national or
legiflative power; and fo denied and trodden under
toot this witnefs : but they have alfo trampled on and
defpifed the other, by mtroducmg the mark of the
beait in the forehead, called infant fprinkling, which
they have held up as regeneration ; teaching ignorant
hearels, that they were tberﬁoy born again, and in-
troduced into the holy city or church of God: im-
plicitly denying the priefllly blood of atonement, and
{o refuling to enter by the gate or door into the city ;
but have climbed up by this tradition. But the {pirit
of iife from Ged begins of late to enter into his
church by the widely extended difpi:y of gofpel
grace upon the habiiations of Zion, working refcrm.
ations in different parts of the world; fo that while
true religion revives, anticoriitian churches begin to
fall and crumble to nothing, both in Rome papal
and Rome pre oteftant.

A wonderful mercy of the great God indeed!
that he hath fo canfed the wheels of providence te
roll in thele United States: that we have a Jefierion
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at the helm of governient, who 15 fullv convinced
that the church of God ‘r\ s none of his unatked-
for aid, no mere than ithe atk of God did the hand
of Uziah to ileadyn; and rhat the fpirinal kingdom
of Ged 1s not 1o be handled by the contaminating
hands of thore, who In former times, under the
pretence of {upporting her by the foflering hand of
civil power, have thereby pe:tecuted her, and caufed
ber borders to be filled \\uh blood, Lauoh e= and
carnage.

Dear fellcw clilrens, who 1n neart are friendly to
the city of God; ict us tins dav rejoice, as on the
birth dav of out country, whercin cur United States
were barn to freedom praving thar our conftitu-
tion may be ever underftood and explained according
tQdis virgin puritv; and never be metamorpholed in-
1@ iirumpet for religious bizots, While Ged is
ﬂmkmg, not only earth, but aifo heaven, we muft
expett to fec thoie, whafe fear te warus (xod is taught
by the prbccptq of men; ard the’z who have hudled
into chur cs t)ccamc 1t was thc fathion, after the
tradition of eir fathers; and thofe who have been
crying peac\., peacc. becaute their relizion was eitab-
lithed by civil law, iike the faithlcls mulitude turn-
ing away.

Should all prefidents and zovernors, tagether with
ail thoie, who {-t 1 council \\uh Lhﬁ,nx, bc ConvINg-
ed, that th;\f have no night toait nm the {eat of God
Almighty, 1n nmiakine laws to reculatc. dicate and
control in matters of e liton, d alt accordingly,

by witndrawing their aid tum thele, who have noth-
S cpent Y ] YOI ¢

g greater 1o l.k.n upen, and Cf t the petition of
hg opprefled, viz. to et ug aloncas to our hhg!un:
en may we expeadt to fee thele, who have not re-

gard enouch for the goi pu o mntrrbu te to its v
poxt et oi Jove to God, wiihdraw to thoir own com-
pany, and fay, minidors may co o woik with otaer

tols, and chnfbians nay gy their cwi 1“ oS, aid
lumon thelr own caule fgr “Wwnat We care
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Then may we L,.\pgkl, to foo D fow profeitors, ana
but tew munilters to what there areno R but more
reat chnftions. and more o npr‘l mintiters, and lets
perfeccution. Chriilinn {riends, beloved of the Lerd,
think 1t not ftranee concerning tiefe frev trials
which are to try you : But remember thofc who en-
dure to the end. while bodin cleanfing s fanctuary,
and refning his ciiurca, are hike victericus troops of
faithial vererans, nured to fuffer toils, while led by
the difcinpline of heaven, truft in the Lord with 2't
their hearts and lean ot to their own underitanding.
‘vhis will recommend to vou ; howover, bvirelting
11 Ged, I donot mean, to do ouvr cuty, fer neither
Ged, angels nor men candeit for us: ner o grant
us any thing mconiitent with his werd to coniume
upon our lults,  Butto do all that for us which
need, and which none but a God can craut, »
Lo give us willom. rightecufnefs, fanctification and¥
recempiion throuch his Son our Saviser,

it Let us truit in God for jultiication, through
Lhe nightecuinefs of Clirift, pp*ehen ed by fai h

and 1 ‘.ablfc’hﬁu by cur w oxks.

ivot like fome, who believe 1afant {prinkiinz is the
new birth, and truit in that inftead o* juhnm
faith : nor like others, who believe men are gcing
to Leaven by wholelale without ompel piety.

2d. That we truit in Ged for fan&tification, thro’
the reigumg power of his grace in our heorts, bv
mm,a we arc hept through faith unto falvation.

Not like fonie, who traft in their ovn economy
and ambiticus zeal, not accerding to knewledge to
1"(:(-“1») thomfelves from falling and from fin, and to
perievere Ly their oun ..ung\.h cr fall ﬂ wart of
heaven.
3d. Let us tralt in God to fecure and defend cur
hurches, and gofpel privileres, by tas walls of {2l
vation before nicniioned. tarough the haly ¢hild L-

fusy vwhow likeavwall of fire rou: id about them and
a Q!on 1o the milt, Not )il fane who treflt i the

Y
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econamy of ez 1h':j: iudgcs, civil law, and miiitars
ﬁrenqth, tor their tupport and protacticn, as thougn
they thouwht Ic 48w iunermu*t-’i. and naeded
help, or had ered his mind and practice. and re-
fuled to be aad protect his people as formerly.
Or as the trut\ may p.iubiv be, havinz 1-’*1133::0?1‘
which they know arz contrary to the word of Gud
have no reaion to expect his nrotection.

4th. Let us truft ir. God for the enlargement :mi
repairing of our churches through the cut-pouring
and down-thewerning of his hu.\f fpiriz and ;rau..
to baw the fubborn wills, and meit the hard heares « f
imncorrizible finners, that Zion’s gates may b2
thronged with crowds of fuch as fhall be faved.

Not hixe fome who loek for enlarcement in their
&:chei becaule thetr religionis popular. their min-
\ eloquent, and their meeting-howies elegans, ar.d
" their fociery muluplying fait, and very refpc\hbu > -
cauie of wherr connection with the anucknitiaz fam.
v,

sth. Let us treft in God to fupply our churchas
v:xth muniiters, who calls them b}: his grace, con-
{trains them by his love, teaches them as never men

tauzht, the circumitances ot his poople Shew ‘ze:
the latitude and longitels of Zion’s thip, while fuling
tarough ditmal deep* and  dangerous !mru, and
grants them his holy § :p irig, to lead them into ali iruy,

that thev mav communicarte to every oue lis pertien
in duefezion: and ! lavs them vader ne eth!_\ of foed-
mg L.hr..u theep and fzmbs, and ::ew.zg the go
of his dock ; though it ﬂm...\_ be to the lofs ¢
their tem:o*al ri Chtb. honors, and pieafures.

Not lize foma who | fav zt men have Lammg {uth.
cient, and have an inciinadon o the uor:\, are li-
ccnfc\ by tie clergy, and caile 1dy the majer vote of
the fuct“ ey nave 3 right, and they on!u to
preacil, and that 0*:!3:1-*111* to an nternal qall fres
God us above mentioned 18 entuitata.

7 pre
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oith. Let us who are miniiters truit in God for our
fupport and beiteve that the fame Ged vho influen.
ccs men to love his caufe, will infuence them, who are

aughtin the word, to communicate to hiin that teach-
e'h, in ail good d‘mqs. But fhould thele be overia-
kea with covetouinels, which 13 1doxafr) ; as Morde-
cai faid to Lither in another cale, fo ‘ay 1 to you in
this  1hen ihall cnlar;zement and deliverance
ari'e to the Jews from another place.  Chriftis not a
maiter who will {et his fervants to work for him and
let thom or their families fuffer.  The rizhteous fhall
never be forfaken, nor their feed be found beging
bread.

Not like thefe who fay they are Jews and are not,
being afraid te ruft God, will not prcac.z without an
unpo'mnt falary fecured to them b\ law. Let us hear
the words of Jeremiah, Cu- f e 2re imam, that trigleth

proemaey anl wncaerh :_Z’ .'f‘:}‘ JrTy, OnS ""'/" beart d:parteth
Fermsie Bl b i skoman st ngleb intie Lord
and ozebke Nop phe Topdin jer. X VIl I grant that as

ciiizens ot a free country, itis our dul} tc contend
for our inalienable rights and privileges of a civil na-
ture, even to a Jdeleniive war, 1if we cannot enjoy
them witkeut.  But as to our religiows rights and
rivileges, it they are not fecured and defended by
{ome being more important than Wathington, Adams
cT jcncrion. we thall all turn cui like hypocrites
upen a a fandy teundation : whether republicans, or
tederaliils, fer my part 1 de not thank any man or
bodv of men for grébung me the privilege of wor-
{hiping Ged how, when and where I pleafe as bible
and confeience didtate 3 for we all have thlb privilege
fecured to us b) 3 rere .nc wwird ’r PrIRLfyy wnis which
TS e 2 take B :mxea‘ "'.“,‘J* snetrin a dirk place.
Mav God grant t}‘at ® may beceme our greateft ﬁnfe
to feek a 1 efidence in the city beivre mentioned near
the nver of Ged, that we mayv be ready to take our
T‘!gu[ trcm this to a better count Iy, ‘ratis an beavendy,
whenever he fiall call, for Chrift’s fake.  Axen.



