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AN ADDRESS, &c.

IT has been customary, I believe; for the people of
most nations, at present existing, or which have existed
in the world, occasionally, to break in upon the common
routine of life and of action, and; (either for something ot
nothing,) devote certain seascns to rejoicing and festivity.

With the Greeks, for instince, there were many festi-
vals, in honour of their various gods und goddesses—and
of these, there was such a countless host, that almost evs
ery day in the year; was either sacred or profane to one
or another of them. | ]

With the Egyptians, a people sadly given to the wers
ship of «four-footed beasts, and creeping things,” * there
were frequent days of pomp and pageantry, devoted to
some one of these; |

In the times, called the dark ages, (in which many
things, known at pesent under the name of venerable in-
stitutions, are supposed to have originated,) there was a
greai Jubilee holden at Rome; on which his holiness the

* For instance, oxen, dogs, cats, wolves, hawks, croc-
odiles, and storks—and what may seem a more rational
species of devotion, (to the good people of Bristol,) they
actually worshiped onions !




a

Pope, invited all the sinners from the four quarters of the
globe, and, for a reasonable compensation, gave them the
forgiveness of all the sins thtv had committeds together
with a license to commit all fﬁey mlgfnt, in future, feel dis«
posed Pa ; which must doubiless have had 2 fine effect on

the morals of the age,

We have often scen, that the loyal subjects of many mon-
archical governments, will give themselves a day of rap.
ture on the interesting occasion of obtaining a new mas.
ter, or of their old one’s taking a wife, and for various
other causes.

It would scem, fellow citizens, that the good people of
our own country, have, in this thing, followed the multit-
ude : they too have their jubilee. And for what is it?2
Were it that a king was born, or crowned, or married,

§ it were a custom

¢¢ More honoured in the breach, than the obsercaice.”
But it isfor a very different thing ; itis, that they deciar-
ed plain truth to kings, (which they arc too little in the
habit of hearing) dismissed them, with due thanks, and
resolved to dispense with their scrvices ; which may
they ever do.

I know not, fellow citizens, that with a much eariier
warning, I could have offered any thing worthy your
hearing on this occasion ; as it is, what you will hear,
is almost ¢ such stuff, as drcams are made of.”

The occasion suggests the subject—our national bless-
ings~-how they were obiained—how they may be preserve
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ed—how they may be lost—this shall be mine. What are
our national blessings 2—the most obvicus, at present, is,
(and you may smile to hear it) that we are all Liere ; that,
of our own free will and pleasure, we came here ; and that
there is none to molest us now we are here. Small as
may scem the mere privilege of meeting quietly together,
it is a privilege which all do not enjoy. There are coune
tries in the world, and many too, in which, (the privileg.
ed orders unconsulted,) were the people to asscmble, as we
have done, their mecting would be but a short one : some
minion of the palace, some flaming lieraid from the inquis
sition, would appear at the threshold, lower upon their
festivities, and shake a deadly dart. It is much that we
arc here, and unmolested :—But, what are our national
blessings ? They are comprised in a word—liberty ; for
where that is, all othcr good things follow. And what i9
fiberty i—It is a thing much talked of, by friends and by,
foes, sometimes wisely, sometimes not :—it i3 defined by
a civilian, (and I sujpose correctiy) as the power ic dis-
pose of our persons, and our property, in the manner we

Judge most consonant to our happiness, provided we de

not abuse it to the prejudice of others :~~what the poet
says, amounts to the same thing 3

“ . all constraint,
¢ Except what wisdom lays on evil men,
¢ Is evil 9

with this one restriction, the hands free—the thought free
~the tongue free—the pen free—the press free—and a~
bove all, the conscience free—and this is liberty. Let us
in these particulars, compare the situation of our own

country, with that of others ; 5 and goe e mﬂw Jbog
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Were there any one grho did net exactly relish this oc.

casion, he might be disposed to facetiousness at the idea of
people’s assembling together to praise themselves ; and in
$uch an-one it would be pardonable ; for a mar may al-
ways laugh to keep himself from crying : but certainly
it is not only a right, but a duty, to speak of our bicssings,
provided we do it with a right spirit, which is that of
thankfulzuess and of humility : there surely can be no
harm in one’s saying, I now enjoy a high flow of health,
oud I thank heaven for it, Yet might it be observed,
that were self-commenvmn allowable, in any people in - ‘
the world, it ™y \m Amerlcans for all are disposed to
censure uS, Among our European neighbours particu-
larly, the philosophers, and the wits, and the fuols, as

would seem, are here in concert ;--and every natural, and
every moral feature of our country, has been the theme
of sarcasm or of invective :—they will allow us nothing
of man, but his form, and his depravity, and hardly these ;
* for they will almost have it, that we 2re too weak to be
wicked—that we are a kind of unscemly monsters, who
hardly know the greater light from the less—of Calibans,
who can but ¢ gabble like things most brutish.” Thus has
itbeen, from Buffon and Raynal, of wham better things
might have been expected, d'nwn to that campendium of
all littlciicss. and of all bigotry, the Qu.arteriy Review,
But it would secm that certain recent events have tended,
in some degree, to correct thisstyle of thinking ; particu-
larly or the score of prowess and of chivalry: we are
no longer the pour and nerveless recreants, we once were.
One nation at least, has here been instructed, even by
us—and were the stale calumny f/eie again repeated, mee
thiuks, that Britlannia, when from her ¢ chalky bourne*




ghe contemplates her field of glary, would hear a voice from
the waters ; some lone spirit, that tenants the poor remains
of the Guerriere or the Java, would appal her with the
murmur—
«s Qur march was on the mountain wave,
¢ Qur home 1s in the deep.”’ *

They cannot call us recreants; for the red-cross and the
crescent, though both unused to cower, have taken theip
oczy-bed together, .

I have wandered from my subject, but not forgotten it,
We are fo examine the elements of that freedom, in which
we all participate. Our hands are iree; which is saying
much in a little: we can take hold of what we please,
( generolly speaking ) and let ga of it when we please—
which is more than all can do. Every pursuit is open to
all alike—no monopolies, no casts, no privileged orders,
none to bolt in our way, and {tell us ¢ hitherto shalt thou
come and no further: ** this pursuit is mine : or if they do
tell us so, we can knock them over and go on. Individu-
als might possibly be pointed out, of whom it might be
8aid, that, were they conf ned down to particular pursuits;
it were better for them ; but the general tendency of the
thing would be pernicious, and we see the happy effects
of the contrary, in the rapid advantement of our own
country, in all the pursuits by which society is embellished
and exalted ; an advancement, considering the time of
her existence, as an independent nation, astonishingly
great, and, in some respects, unparalleled.

* For this ¢«ludicrous perversion of the authors mean-
ing,” as Doctor Pangloss might call it, T am indebted to a
triend ¢ of infinite Jesty and most excellent fancy.”
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Facts would be against me, were I to say that nothing
great or good has sprung up under govermments more ars
bitrary : there has much of both. There are men formed,
in the « prodigality of nature,” having within them a gerin
of perfection which will unfold and flourish under ali im-
pediments ; there are men, who will bear to be pampered,
who will bear to be depressed, nursed in luxury, and plied,
with the syren song of adulation but to despise them ;
encountering obstacles, but to surmount them : such will
be great. The Ettricke S.hepherd, though he were a lord ;
Byron, * though e were the Ettricke Shepherd, couid not
be little men. But this proves nothing. I have seen intem-
perate men who were very old, but did not thence infer,
that intemperance is favourable to longevity. ‘T'he natu-
ral tendency of monarchical establishments, and a distinc-
tion of orders, is to guell the spirit, and impede the march
of mind. The exaliation of the higher orders, ieaves them
without a motive ; the depression of the lower, them, with-
out a hope. We are born great, say . the one and whut
can we be morc?--.Fe are nothing, say. the other, and
what can come from that ? There is a great gulph fixed be-
tweeenus. Ina government like ours, it is different : here
none are born great, we are all hborn little, and alike, 1

* I speak of the noble Lord, in reference to his tal-
ents alone ; as to morals, some of his capers Snld and new)
acem to indicate that he is blessed with a good quantity of
“that dclicacy of sentiment so peculiar i noble birth,”
which Judge Blackstone tells about,

t And yet it is fact, that many well-meaning people of
this democratick country, are sorely afflicted, with a de-
praved appetite for high blood! It is a heart vending
spectacle to Loie!? (4o s0l7 complacency, with which they
will boast of an affinity with the noble blood of the ¢ Mac
Sycophants,” or the Mac Mullens ; or with some little
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but, our hands are free; and whatever nature (with
whom there is no disputing) has qualified us to achieve,
man cannot prevent our achieving ; and what of honour a
man has, he must achieve (which is but fair) for honour
should not be hcrcdxtarv any more than disgrace : no man
can plume himself from the crest of his ancestor, and if
he does, every bird knows how to peck him bare.

oily squab of a German Baronet, who perhaps if he had his
due, would be < whipt from tything to tything, and stock
punished and imprisoned” like poor mad Tom. Ionce
heard a good looking vankee gentleman telling that he
coild trace his pcdwree back to my lord---something,
that scmetime v other lived somewhere, and did smnewlzat
---H forgot the particulars ; but a queer little old man who
as qt"nume; bye, after pleating up his little snip nose in
ilmuq,.ad wrinkles, as he alw ays dces when absut to
sa}« an odd thing, squealed out, asif he had a whole brood
of sucking pigs in his stomach, ¢ well---that will do---but
I can go bacx further than that---I sprung {rom the first
¢ man the Lord ever made---and who can say more?---
¢ a fig for their blood—a little brain is worth it all.” «The
¢« pride of birth, and jealously of rank® says Joel Barlow,
“ operate on saciety like congelation and concussion on a
6 ly. zdv of water: they freeze up the whole mass, and
s break it into a thousand pieces.” The genius of aristoc.
ssracy bad established in France, alinost as many ranks
«ag there were familics, These were perpetually repell-
¢ ing and repolled, tormented by jealousies. and kept a~
6 qunder by artificial aversions which subdued the voice of
«patire, and counteracted every object of society.”’—
This is a scrions matter, but yet one can hardly help laugh-
ing a little, when he imagines the odd manceuvres which
would be exhibited in a company of some  fifty or sixty,
selected from the different grades of this touch-me-not
gentry, the full-bloods- -the ||d“—.ﬂuf}‘;‘3---aﬂ(l the qu.n'wr
bloods—all tog:ther, all jealovs, all arregant, and all in
the fidgets about their du:mt) \—Morbicu, Parblea '—
What hllh'nuq orins l---vwhat dislocating shrugs. and in.
describable distortions '—what .appallm giunts '-~what
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We may not only use our hands, but enjoy the fruits of
their labour. And tfis is more than all can do : With the
exception of a very small pittance necessary to the support
of a government of his own choice, v hat a manearns
is his. He pa:s no tythes for the support of hypocracy
and of profligacy; he is not fleeced to pamper the idle *

smothered laughs!—what starch, and what sublimity '—
Cervantes, or Paulding might describe tlie scene, but itis
beyond me. Yet after all, your dignity is but a troubles
some commodity, and people enjoy themselves much bet«
ter; when they all take snuff out of the same box, and sit
down and eat roasted potatoes together of a winter even-
ing.

* «There is one species of superstition,” says Volney,
¢ which it would be salutary to cure; blind vencration
¢¢ for the great---and for this purpose, it would be suffic-
¢ jent to wrile a minute detail of the private lives of kings
‘“and princes.” There are some works of this kird already
written---and <hould any weak brether of the American
family, be afflicted with a hankering for the stuff and non-
sense of Monarchy--1 think 2 reading of Thiebault’s an-
ecdotes of Frederick the great, and the Memoirs of the
Princess of Bareith, might have a salutary effect on his
constitution. Frederick the second, who has made a
great noise in the world, was but a grufty old gentteman,
who would eat his own dinner, and then spit in the dish,
to plague his wife and daughters! This is what his own
daughter says. She says moreover, that almost every,
day, he got drunk and kicked the ladies!---which to
them must have been but poor sport, whatever he might
have thought of it. This great sovercign moreover, when
bis stomach got foul, and his spirits low, would sing
psalms, and preach to his family !---which must have
been very edifving---particularly if their bones wers
still aching with his kicks--<a very good illustration of king-
ly piety. So likewise in the late sholy league,” compared
with some other things. Should a man pick my pocket of
one hundred dollars to-day, and present the bible society
with fifty to-morrow, it would not be uncharitable in me
to qucstion his picty.
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gaudy wretch he loves not, and whe would spuirn him
like a G.ag---0h! it is sad, to see that form which nature
moulded, ¢ to walk erect and look on heaven,” sink, in hu-
miliating obeisance to a witred reptile, or a sceptred
brute. Contrast in your minds, for a mowment, the splen-
dour, the musick, the light, the revelry of the gorgeous
p.ilace ; with the poverty and the wretchedness of the turf-
built cottage ; and remember, that the splendour of the

I mention these things, because they happen to come
first, and could give a number of little biogr phical sket:h-
es, which would be equally mmferesiing and instructive :
indeed I have ofien thaught, that, if ¢ all=d on to sclect one
hundred members of the human family, who have n;ost
deeply disgraced it. I should look to the list of Xings :—
and yet, these fellows step out and tell the world, «¢ g.n-
tlemen, by your leave, you are unfit to gavern }_0 ir-
sclves, and therefore, out of pure compassion. we wiil
condescend t5 govern yoi.”  And the gaod natured world,
too often aceepts the offer. But in speaking of the faults
of Kings. et it alwayvs be remeibered, that to their gone-
ral character, there is one illustrious exception ; the
Prince Regent of Great Britain !—(and it would be un-
co:rteous not to notice him, when it is considered with
what profound respect his loyal sibjects, and admiwm;
are in the habit of troatm«r our unworthy Presidents) the
Prince Regent of Great Britain, then, is. ac mruu“" to
all accounts. a very model of all cleverness and wbrwtv
—and some say he is actually a church member 3 and so
congealingly virtuous, that he freezes water in thc Sulile
mer, by enly losking at it !

¢ Great Princes, Lave great play-things,”
says Cowper; and gocd many of them have ditfle playe-
things, and very pretty enes too.  Heigh ho ! says Mrs.
Robinson—s¢s when I first met him on the banks of the rive
¢ er by moon-light, he scemed like an angel”—poor lady,
it was alterwanrds,
« Bounding billows ccasc your motion™
and all that.
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- one, springs from the misery of the other. These are
general observations, foumled on facts. Tako facts
themselves. I will allude to an event which has recently
taken place in a certain european nation ; not, as might
be supposed, from any bitterness toward that nation, but
because I believe it to be the most exalted, the most free
on earth, the land, we live in, alone exccpted ; I mean
Great Britain. We have lately heard much of the mar-
riage ~f the Princess Charlotte Augusta, with the Prince
of Coburg Saalfield. Let us look at some of the circum-
stances attending it. On th~ day of their marriage, a
sum equal to two hundred and sixty thousarnd dollars a
year. was granted them forlife. * The Princess was, be-
fore this, in receipt of a sum equal to seventy one thousand,
and four hundred doHars a year. Inaddition to this, there
was granted to them a sum equal to one hundred and eizgh-
ty thousand dollars, for carriages, wines, and other indis-
pensibles ; fifiy thousand for dresses! and fifty thousand for
an addition to her royal highness’ jewels ! Nowmark ! the
peasant, the labourer, pays for these jewels ; while the
jewels of his own heart, are pining in wretcliedness '—the
labourer pays for these dresses ; while his own children
are exposed, unclothed, to summer heats, and wintry
winds. I merely give this, as a specimen of the prof-
ligacy practised under the best menarchy in the

* It is curicus to see how different, things are in our
own country : here, the President, and all Congress might
get married forty times over—and pay the fiddlers them-
selves if they had any—though to be sure they might on a
pinch, raise thei .- own salaries a little, but that, they would
not be apt to do, because they could not talk so freely a-
bout the prodigality of menarchics—which, I am told, is
one of their favourite amusements.
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ovid * in which, compzred with others, there is mnch
of lxberty—-—zt- being precisely pioportionate to the popue
ar power. A tyger chained, is a much less mischievous
animal, than a tyger frec. But still bearing in mind
. the marriage and the dowry, mark what follows. While
all this is going on, one fifth of the whole population of
Great Britain, are paupers ; and by a return to the
house of Commons, of the poor rates, paid in the year
ending in March 1815, it appears that the amount, paid
by 12,889 parishes of England, and 1,055 parishes of
Wales, was equal to thirty-five millions five hundred and
twenty thousand dollars. 'There were 773 parishes of
England, and 81 of Wales, which made no reiurn, and
tlicse must have greatly swelled the amount. Now from
such a view as this, I think we can return to our own
dear country, like the dov~ to the ark. .broad, was a
world of troubled waters, there, she was safe,

Anaother thing, demanding our joy and gratitude, is,
that, thought is free. It might be doubted perhaps wheth-
er there is any thing peculiar in this. It might be sup.
posed, that thought must be free every where ; that, whai-
ever he may do to the body, no tyrant can shackle the

* And after all, this, as Sancho Panza would say, is
but <¢cakes and ging-rbread” compared with what poor
Jolin Bull has to suffer :—and I think that in the ¢sor-
rows’” of John Ball, the Baron Geethe might outdo his
own *Werter ;” though te be sure, the causes of their
sorrows are somewhat different ;—the one being distress-
ed for love, and the other for money—¢to say all in a
word”—says Bell’'s Messenger ¢ the main root of the evil,
¢is in the taxcs ;5 and in tlmqv enormous establishments,
¢¢and that expensive civil list, which have rendered such
§¢ taxes necessary.,”
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sovl. B T think it is not so. 'When men are afraid to
speak, they svun cease to think. Ideas must come out to
e room for new ones,  Tie purest spring will stag-
niio, if you chedk its flow ; and, if its successive hirths
L: smothered, the mind soon sinks into fatuity, and then,
where is it 2 Why, just where tyrants would have it,
*T'is quict, ’uis meck, ’tis commendably and loyally sub-
wissive, We Lave 2il heard much of the turbulence of
Pular institutions, and the quictness of monarchical.—
Az you see the reason.  And which is besi 2 The noise
znd the ripple of the pleasant river, which flows beauti-
f.illy along, wild flowers nodding on its banks, and N " uls
sporting in 1ts besom 3 or the caimness of the stygian po-l,
motionlss, and mantled - with corruption, tceming with
all monsirous, all prodigious things,
“(zorgon, and hydra, and chimaera dire.”

Fer a specimen of the turbulence of popular govern-
ments, about which they tell so much, let us look at eur
own. And what of turbulcnce is there here, that does any
harm 2 1t is true, we talk, and disputc, and sometimes
quarrel ; and then, make up again. And what of that ?
They are but lovers’ quarrels, mere April showers, that
leek a little black as they are passing ; but when they aro
over, the sun shines out, and the rain-bow comes, and
every thing looks green and pleasant, Even the HART.
"FORD CONVENTION,

—and I name it, fill’d with solemn awe,
« W Lich bids me well beware, with what intent

% L touch the sacred thing— %

Rttt ¢ SRE———

% YWhen the gods are in synod, men should look ow
with revercace, as somebody says, or wight suye

(1
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even the Hartford Convention, I say, although they falked
prodigiously severe, were, in my poor opinion, (not-
withstanding all the cruel things which the hard-hearted
news-papers have said of them,) altogether Aarmless,

I believe, that denunciations of tyranny and of tyrants,
-have somectimes been called democratick rant ; and the
gentlemen who call them so, will point you to some scene
of despotism, where the business is thoroughly done, the
spirit of man fairly broken, and lashed into submission ;
and ask-—where is the difficulty ? T.hey' go willingly to
their labour and sing at it, and aH is quiet; yes, quiet
enough ; and so are the streets of Herculaneum ;—that
is the very thing : if its'victims can only be brought to be
quiet, if the mind can be paralized, and the heart withered,
despotism asks no more,

Look atthe government of China, for instance, a per-
fect despotism where there are buttwo classes, the drivers
and the driven. Here, every thing goes on, as regular as
the movement of the most perfect machine—and it has so
remained we know not how long. *# And has man here at-
tained to any thing like the perfection of his nature § Have
they any thing of fancy? They have not ; and the light
of scicnce is dim awong them, Would you see ¢the po-

G Snatt—

* « The bamboo reigns in China, and the son of heav.
¢ us the Emperour calls himselfy) for the most trivial
fault. flogs the mandarins—who in their turn flog the peo-
ple”—and they flog their wives, and they flog their chil-
dren and sometimes drown them, and so they have it all
*round—and this, say the Jesuit missionaries, is the Lest
government in the world !

¢ Fair is foule and foul is fair”

gaid the wejrd hag, wnd to her, it was so,
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els eye in fine frenzy rolling,” or the look intense of
abstract specilation, seck them not there :—it is true,
they can cut, and they can carve, and they can paini,
if you give them a model, and that is all.

¢« Cold is the heart, poor Greece, that looks on #ee

¢« Nor fecls as lovers, o’cr the dust they loved,
Here is a country, think of her as she was, lock at her
as she is, and see what fireedom will do.

My subject has as many branches as an old puritanical
germon in the days of Oliver Cromwell, and I must tuere-

fore trim them the faster.

ANTL WV WA AsAs AW/ SR WVAAW a

Another happy feature in the fair face of our Country,
is, that the tongue, and the pen, and the press, arc free. 1
clieve that any man who ever went to a town-meeting, or
read a single news-paper, can have no doubt of this ; and
we have all felt what a marvellous consolation it is, when
we get angry with a neighbour, te have the privilege of
talking it out ; and besides we get over it the sooner. And
the tongue or the pen, I think, are much better conductors
of wrath, than the knife and the stiletto :—which latir
instruments are said to be much ir use in some countries,
where they scold less than we do. But seriously speak-
ing ;: what is the freedom of the press ¢ Is it that every
man may abuse his neighbour to his heart’s content, and
with impunity 2 By no means ; that were licentiousncss.
It is that every man may-write and print what he pleases
without leave first obtained of any body. And if any one
fecls himself injured, he makes his complaint, and the
matter is determined between the parties, by their iriends
and neighbours ; which is all right. But what is the free-
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dom of the press again? -Is it, that every man may abuse
the zovernment as much as he pleases? Right or wrong, it
secms, we all claim this privilege, and are sometimes per-
haps not over delicate in the exercise of it. But, if what
we say against them be truve, why it ought to be said : if
fzlse, the evil will probably correct itself ; and the truth,
in our couniry, is no libel, though it be in some others.—
At any rate, a free press is better than a restricted one: as
a {ortile soil is better than a Larren rock ; for though the
suil produce some weeds, they may be plucked out—but
the rock produces nothing. It may be amasing at least to
take a glance at the state of the press in some other cotin-
tries. In Spain, its freedom was, by a royaldecree, not
long since (stablished, with one small restriction : that not
a syllahle should be written or published against the church,
or the government! which was very much like one of
Shakspeare’s clowns, who was very desirous of hearing
some musick, provided there should be no noise in it ! *
The successor of St. Peter, so called, has recently pro-
hikited the circulation of all news-papers within his do-
minion, in which, like most of his predecessors, he seems
to have becn actuated by a spirit very different from that
of St. Peter himself, who exhorts all men to add to their
virtue, knowleige. But his holincss probably concluded,

* King Ferdinand «the adorable,” on being told of a
certain wan whom one of the tribunals had sentenced o
four years imprisonment, for having promoted political
discussions, exclaimed, «What ! only four years hmprison-
o n'wni; for a wreteh who has presumed to sprak in pub-
“lick cn politicks ”* and immediately  sentenced the
pizn to be hangeid—which fact shews the energy of Mon.
archical Gavernment, .

. l“rm‘l(-ripk the third, makes himself very merry, at the
idea of & iing’s being obliged to consult Liis juiges.
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as thie Saracen did, by the Alexandrian library, that if
the news-pavers agreed with the church, they were usc.
Jess ; if they difered from it, impious. 'The press in
our own country is just where it should be. 'We can print
and read whatever we please ; sense or nonsense, (and
doubtless do, much of both.)
¢« From Dryden’s fables, down to Durfey’s tales ;'

From Shakspeare and Hume and Gibbon, down to pros
fessor M’Kean’s continuation of the history of Exgland *
between which I should say there was space enough to in.
clude almost every thing.

I was next to speak of freedom of conscience 3 the best
kind of freedom in the world—and to the efforts of ty.
rants for its curtailment, the world owes more of its mis-
erics, than to any other cause.

That every man should be allowed to worship his Make
er, in the way which seems to iim most reasonablc and
acceptable, is so plain a dictate of nature, that one would
not believe he had ever been refused the priviiege, had
we not terrible demonstration to the contrary. We have
all heard much, (some rant and some reason,) of state
religion: T am about to speak of it : and I trust that ali
my hearers will be s charitable, (if christians they will,)
as not to accuse me of giancing at Religion itself ; which
accusation, I belicve, is sometimes, by certain charace
ters, brought against these who speak of its abuses only.

[T

* Or (“‘Horresco dum refero,”) I might say, the book:
You are now reading.




 } !

_The Christlan Religion is ont, and state establishments,
another.* And the church which hath for its head an
earthly king, is very different from that which hath an
heavenly. Let it be observed too, that in speaking on
this subject, 1 do not mean to reflect on any particular de-
nomination ; because, “in some counfry or other, that de-
nomination may be the established one ; for where it
takes others by the hand, and is cn an equality with them,
it may be urcxceptionable : In a word, I know how to
distinguish betwecr: the cedar of Lebanon, and the Lanmr*
that frets it,

To bring this subject honie to our understandings and
car {celings, and see what would be its bearing on out
selces, {which is the best way of trying any cause,) let us

P

* T'o a pious, but unreflec tmg mind. there is something
very impesiug, in tlie idea of incorporating religion with
nvernmert, and making it essential, for cvery oflicer
under the gover nmemt, to be a a profissar of l(‘llsﬂ n. it
professor of of religion, and a religious man, weve aiways the
same ; 1f governmeants had it in their power tv convert
jp"ﬂple, and make good christians of them 5 I am sure, 1
should have no ol ~vtion : but as it lmppmm. they havéj 1no

such power—they ~an only make hypocrites !

« Off, with he semblance of dovotian’s visage,
6 "len sugaro’cr the dev'l hitngelf.”

And 1 think, that religion has been eore injureds by the
abuses which are the necessuary result of eatnb’ulmmwt,,
than by all the efforts of profissed infidels, When (iep

ms\an(‘f‘) unreflecting people, behold a known profligat
Joining in the most s«)lenm ordinances efreligion, they will
be led to indifierence or contempt fer veligion itsel, “WThe
tree is known by its fruit.” The history of the world is be-
fore us, and justifics the opinion, that religiovs establishe
ments, may join bands with s plague, pestilence. aud
famine »—from all of which © Good Lord, deliver us.”
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sifppose a veligious establishnient toexist in but own cour-
iry. Had I a poet’s talent, I would work up the scene,
so that it should startlic you ; and that without a poct’s
license,

In making our supposition, iio matier what the estab-
lished sect may be. Theie is {or was) one which origin~
ated from a gentleman named Lodowic Mugzleton. ¥From
which circumstance, his followers czll themselves Mugere~
TONIANS. Supposc theirs 1o be ‘the established relig-
ion of America ; and the oddness of the name notwithstand-

- L]
Ing, it

though all acquamted witis the sect, will sce that [ makc

ghit to be ostablisked as any :
some suppositions, which its tenets do not authorise—and
a Muggletonian. Arch-Bishop is but an-anomalous kind of
animal, after all. But no matter—suppose the duggle-
tonians comforlably seated, and mmark the censerquence.

We arc all quicfly engaged in our different vocations.
The mechanick, the merchant. each in his office 3 the far-
mer: in his ficld ; all usefully and honourabiy employed -
we hear the noise of chariots and of horsemen—we look
up—and there comes a splendid pageant—who is it I—It
1s the Arch-Bishop. For what has he come ¢ 1le has come
to take cognisance of schism and of heresy—hce has come
to look at ws—hc has come to sce whe arc preaching and
praying herc and thereabouts, anid what thev are preach-
ing—hc has come to bii them cease—he has come to tell
us that the State has prescribed a relizion good enough
for any body—that he, (and he would but repeat what has
been often said before) that he whe will not believe, ot bo
villain enough to profess without belicving it, is but an n-
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periect member of the state, and as such must submit te
a curtailiment of his privileges. Ile performs his errand,
and rolls away again iu splendour: and I think all but the
Mugzletonians would say, good riddance to him. Well-
the day declines—the mechanick leaves his shop, the fars
mer his field—he sits af his door, and enjoys the sweet
wind of the evening, and resfs himself. Along comes the
tything man. What does he want? e wants a tenth of

nat for which you have been toiling to day; he wants
the greater tythes, and the lesser tythes ; he wants every
tenth bushel of your corn, every tenth sheaf of your wheat,
every tenth of your hay, and of your pouitry, and of your
fruit ; and a commutation for a tenth of the grass your
cattle consume : he wants all this and must have it. But,
for what? says the farmer. T support the established
church. But says tie farmer, I have nothing to do with
the established church: I am a Mecthodist, or a Baptist,
oir a Congregationalist, or an Episcopalian—I am no
Muggletonian. No matter, the established church must
be supported, and you znst help support it. Did you
not witness the splendid style of the Arch-Bishop 2 #—Go,

L 4

* The number of the established clergy in England, is
estimated at about 20,000 ; and I think that some of our
itinerants, who look like starved weazels, (for in this
wicked world, a man may starve on honesty,) I think they
would cast a longing look at the consfortable livings, of some
of the aforesaid gentlemen, thatis, provided, the itinerants
could contrive to smather conscience ; (which is but an un-
raly animal, and ofien junps out and barksat a man, when
on the road o preferment 3 and as the Caledonian poet
8iys of some black eye, be had scen,

¢ it’s like a hawk,
“ An" it winnalet a body be.”)

But to the point. Tie Archbisiiop of Canterbury, re.
celves uniualiy che pretty litde sum of » 39,320
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farmer, and Inak at his palace and the thines annartain.
ing thereunt, and tell me how all that can be sapport -d
without the liberal contribations of all denominations? Let
those whio like, suppart - it, (saysthe farmer 3) [ do n:t.
The Apostles went on foot—ani the grod old Patriarch
“Jacub was a < plain man, dwelling in tents.” This is the
way the farmer argucs, bit the tything-man knocks it all
down in a minute. Hark you farmer. (says he) this is
not a puint to be argued : know, that the church and state
are leagucd together ; and if you are refractory, the civil
power will step in and bring you to your bearings. So it

Archbishop of York, - - - - - - - 51,080

Bishop of Durhain, - - - - < - - -355%,620

Bishop of Winchester, - - - - - - 3%350

B:ishop of London, - - - - - - - <27,550
and so eon.

The number of the established clergy in Spain, was, in
B vear 1787, one hundred & eiﬂ"m m"ht thousand, six

Lundred and twenty-five ; besides 61,617 Monks, 52,500
I «ns, and 2,705 of these killing little beauties, called In-
quisitsrs. 1 find, 4y comparing these numbers witih the
population of Spain, that the same ratio would stock the
good town of Bristol in the manner following : viz : For-
ty-nine Pricsts ; which would be enough to satisfy even
Lyman Bceeclier: eight Nuns; whirh would be enough to
satisfv—-any reasonal:le man : sixteen Monks ; which would
devour every thing in town, people and all, ina fortnight :
and one lnqmsxtor' which would be equal to sixteen roar-
ing lions.

Accurdmg to Dr. Morse, who knows about these things,
the income of the Archbishop of Toledo is $ 400,000, and
that of the Patriarch of Porrrear $ 484,500 per year—

- what a Patriarch !''—These people call themsclves the
Shepherds of the flock ! and like the shepherds of Arca.
dia, they now and then sing pastorals, in which they
give the shccp much good instractien ahout meekness,
and humility ! and teach them to shun the vanitics of thig

wicked world and all thats
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ends : and the farmer pays his tythes with all the good
nature ' hich might naturally be expected on such an oc«
casion. ‘Thus, have-I, though but faintly, pictured z
very few of the evils of state religion in its very mildest
form. Would you sce the monster flush with horrors
¢ fierce as ten furics, terrible as hell”—you may find hin
in the dungeons of the inquisition: there, throned on a
bloody rack, he rolis an eye that weeps nat—wears a face
that siniles not—and feasts on mangled limbs and broken
hearts :—his glance lights up the death fire—his br-ath
kindles it to wrath—:d his adamantine heart leaps in
hellish rapture, at ihe agonics of the expiring heretic!
this is not the work of fancy ; it has been all inflicted, all
suffered, below ; and zil witnessed above : Nor is it a
mere tale of other times. 'T'he monster received a wound,
we had hoped it deadly ; * but the wound is healing ; he
Las been alive and active, and "that lately too ;—Mdfrel-
s ! they pronounced thee an heretick, for thou believ-
edst that the worm might turn when trodden on ; thou be-
licvedst that the sun, and air, and skies, were connon ;
that he who forsned of one blaod all nations of men, hal
never ordained that millions should tremble at the frown
of one—and for this they murdered thee ;—the blood of
the martyrs, it is well said, was the seed of the church :—
nourished by thine, may the tree of South-American lib-
erty, spring with new vigour, yiclding its fragrance and
its fruit to all who love them ; but like the fabled upas,

* 'The Inquisitors were not long since, sadly interrup-
ted, by acertain meddling little gentleman with a great
¢ucked hat—and (as Robert Burns says) .

o fruliweel L wai, they'll gladly miss him
o That's owre the sca”
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may it exhale what shall blight all who approach to feil it :
even row it 18 gaing on:

See ! conquest, exulting ascends her bright car,

And look ! by her side sits the brave Bolivar.

Let the awful vision of what others suffer, teach us to
appre-iate, wiat we enjoy : bat let not our aitachinent
{no matter how ardent) to our own institations, curl itseIf
up into bigotry. As the good christian feels himself baund
to love the deluded votarics of Mahomet or of Brahma ; so
should the good republican leve and pity the millions
who sicken under the oppressor’s wrong: but just as
much complacency as the christian can bring himself
to feel toward Mahomet, the impostor ; justso much should
the republican feei toward the tyrants and oppressors of
mankind. But let us be ready to meet even ihem.—
Come down ! take, gyou, your sceptre, you, your mitre,
and you, your triple crown, and pat them in the fire to~
gether ! 'Then, sir, ¢ Your hand, my [riend and brotier,”
hut until then, . |

¢ Man is man, and who is mere !’

On the continent of Europe, and within one year, the
fights of man have seen a dreadful outrage ; 2 king, fore-
ed on a nation, at its own expence, and against its own
wishes ! * However appropriate to the occasion, we must

P .

* I belicve, no one doubts that the Frenchmen were
made to pay for their deliverence ; and that, roumlly too,
considering it was what they m'\ er call’d for. 1 have
soinetimes thm."'ht, that the history of the restoration of
the Bourbons, 1[' thrown into a familiar dramatic form,
would stand as follows :

Messrs. A. and B. meet their neighbour, C. in the strect,
and thus accost him :

Cousin, v¢ have for somctime thought that your chin is
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ieave this subject. “Yet, in passing the tonibs of the mar-
tyrs, who would not linge» for a moment at thain? Leb-
edoyere, at thine ! Ney ! frecmen havc a tear for thee'!
and it is not forgotten that the tears and prayers of woman,
offered for thee, (like the dew on the mountain rock) fell
unavailing, on the heart of a ¥ glution and a brute!

00 long to look handsome, and shall Cierefore, out of
pure lt“"‘ll‘d take vou to yonder grindstone, and grind
off & small piece of it.

Gentlemen, I thank ye as much zg if ye did—but am
very well pleased with my chin as it is- and you will have
the f;@n-hqu therefore to spare yourselves the troutle

That is but idle talk nm:mbnur, and vou will thercfore
walk up and be ground, and the more quistly, the better
for yourself, _

S0 they drag him up, and after-grinding to their heart’s
content, the discourse proceeds :

There sir, you look onc hundred per cent. the better :
and vou will now have the goodness to pay the grinders.

Pay the grinders !! the d may pay the grinders
for all me :—here I am, almost mad with pain, and faint-
ing with the loss of blood,—and all for you—and now—-

Good brother of ours, you may as well stop where you
are—and we will just take you down, and help nurselves
to what odd change you may happen to have in your pack-
ets : high times indeed, if such worthy disinteresded: pro-
ple as ourselves are to trim your extremitics for nothing !
you being at the same time but an atheist and a }‘r'v’-eater.
and further more, we shall put up at your house a spell ;
so that if your chin happen to sprout again, we may be
ready to take it down : and in the miean time you will see
that the larder is well supplicd ; for they that worx< must
eat.

% The expenses of the ten montlis first reizn-of Louis
XVIIL in the eating depariment alone, exceeded one e
tire year of Banaparte’s houschiold expenses, inmediotely
after his marr iaze with Maria Lovisa, which, as regarded
family matters, was the most expensive year of Lis whole





































