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'ORATION.

THE return of this glorious anniverfary of
eur Independence fills every heart with joy, moder-
ates the difcordant - feelings of party, and kindles a
flame of patriotifin in every breaft. America, in the
fublime attitude of defenfive war, turns her retrofpec-
tive eye to that bright era'in the annals of time, when
more than two millions of people indignantly caft off
the fhackles of tributary vaflalage, and aflumed their
i'iﬁ-ht of {fovereignty among the nations of the earth.
Thirty-fix years has this anniverfary been celebrated as
our grand national jubilee. The fons of freedom,
their bofoms glowing with patriotic ardor, an.
nually confecrate this feftival ; as did the children
of Iirael the day of their wonderful deliverance from
vile bondage in the land of Ham.

“ May this day ever be facred to liberty ; may it be
firicken from the calendar of time, ere we befid the
knee before the tyrant’s throne, or ceafe to commem-
orate the nativity of a brave people, who at the altar
of liberty, made their folemn vows to live free or die
on freedom’s foil.

- The dignity of our fubjeé rifes in view to colofful
fize, brings to recolletion the valiant deeds and paft
achievements of American heroes and fages, affords to
the war-worn veteran a repaft of pleafure, infpires
your minds with religious gratitude, but with difhi-
dence the mind of him, who now has the honor of
leading your reflections. ‘The wide field before us has
been often explored, and its richeft productions have
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been {eleGted by the moft celebrated orators of Amer.

; literary tafte has here culled its choiceft flowers,
and the pov .rs of invention have lorg fince been ex-
haufted. Novelty from me, canuot therefore reafon-
ably be expected. - | |
- To trace {ome of the caufes, which led to the eftab.
lithment of our national charaéter, to point out fome
of the excellencies of our conflitution and form of
government, fome of the evils which tend to their
fubverfion, and principles, which may perpetuate
them, will be my prefent attempt, ,

While the origin of other nations is enveloped in
the labyrinths of fable and romance, or concealed by
the vexi of antiquity, it is the peculiar charaderiftic of
the hlﬁ()l} of the American nation to be accompamed
with the clearnefs of the folar light, and the certamty
of demonftration.

At the commencement of the feventeenth century,
bigotry, the perfecutions of the Englith church and
tyranny threatened profcription and extermination to
all who believed that they owed a ftronger allegtance
to the government of that Being, |

“ Wao wheels his throae upon the rolling worlds,”

than to that of England, and who nobly refufed tp
warp their confciences to the rules of a mitred Prelate.
Behold our pious anceftors quitting the embraces of
their deareft relatives, flying from the uplifted arm
of tyranny and the perfecutions of bigotry to the
fhores of the Atlantic! Behold them, turning their

eyes to Heaven for protection, embark ‘their lives and
their all upon the mighty deep, purfuing their courfe
““mid ftorms and tenmefts, while thunders rocked the
ocean and the li frhtmnrrs broad gleam painted hell on
the fkies.”” The ftar of freedom, which fhone with
exceeding luftre in the welflern h()I'IZOI), ‘““ went be-
fore them,” was the guide to their bark, and pointed
them to this alylum for opprefled humamty 'The
recital of their unpaullded 1uﬁermgs would far ex-
ceed our prefent limits and deaden the fenfibilities of
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the foul. Uncultivated nature foon yielded to huma§
art. The virgin earth unbofomed her treafures, and
¢ the wildernefs began to blofjom as the rofe.”” in their
yrogrels towards national maturity they praétifed
¢ that righteoufnefs which exalteth a people,” and
eftablithed inftitutions for the general diftufion of vir-
tue and knowledge. Religion and government walk-
ed together hand in hand and were the main pillars
which fupported the fair fabric of liberty. “In lefs
than two centuries, their population increafed to more
- than two millions, and their commerce to more than
a third part of that of the parent ftate. The arts |
and fciences began to rear their heads and flourifh,
and agriculture received univerfal patronage. But
alas! thefe flattering profpects were foon to be chang-
ed into fcenes of human havoc, the verdant fruitful
field, into the ravaged tented plain. | ;
~England and France, {nce they ihook off the Ro-
inan yoke, have ever been rival , jealous of each
other’s rifing greatnefs. An almofit continued ftate of
warfare between them has created a national antipa-
thy againft each other. The laws of nations and the
-moft {folemn treaties have ever, in competition with
intereft, been regarded as nullities. In the war of
1755 between thefe belligerents, the American colo-
nies efpoufed the caufe of the mother country and
rendered her the moft fignal fervices. The reduction
of Louifbourg and Qlllebec too ftrongly evinced the
force of American valor. Before thefe events the
profperity and energies of the colonies attracted but
little notice in the European world.

Britain beheld with a jealous éye, her infant and fub-
miffive colonies rapidly increafing in ftrength and ad-
vancing to national manhood. She refolves upon
paralizing their energies, that fhe might long retain
them in the moft abject ftate of vaflalage. The young
lion may have his teéth extractéd, his talons clipped,
and be reftrained of his liberty. But mature age will
give him the mufcular energies, which, upon the firft
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§pportunity, will be turn'ed .againf’c his oppreflor and
by phyfical force regain his rightful freedom. Ambi.
tion is a natural paflion of the mind and interwven
with the ligaments of the human heart. Under fimi.
lar circumftances and equal advantages for its gratifi-
cation, it is the fame on both fides of the Atlantic,
1ts fpirit is black as Erebus, no deeds are too foul for
its perpetration. | The fpirit of domination is its dar.
ling child ; and in the {pirit of domination originat-
ed the unjuft and impolitic {cheme of Britain to rivet
more firmly on her colonies the chains of flavery.
., England feverely felt the oppreflive weight of her
immenfe national debt, from which to relieve her, a
corrupt miniftry refolve upon raifing a revenue from
America. . The ftamp a&t of 64, was fuch a vielation
of thofe immunities guaranteed to the colonies by
charter, as called into a&ion their united fpirit. , The
right of parliament to impofe taxes on them, unre.
prefented and without their confent, would have been
but the definition of flavery. . The right of the free
difpofition of their property in their own way, was
" confidered the palladium of their liberty. The re.
peal of the ftamp, and a few other acts, was fucceeded
by the impofition of a paltry duty on tea, which was
the immediate caufe of bringing about an event, of
which thereis no parallel in the hiftory of man., But
the patriot. of that day, did not.regard the lofs of
property ; they were actuated by the nobleft, the pur-
eft principles of patriotifm, of love of country, of in«
dependence. Americans, preferring even death to
flavery, prepare for the mighty condi&t. A mercena-
ry army in time of peace was ftationed among them.
The port of Bofton fhut up. The ineftimable privi-
lege of trial by a jury of their peers, virtually taken
from them. Their country was ravaged. Populous
towns in flames. The meafure of their calamities was
filled. ‘ .

Our country was then deftitute of all internal re.
fources, military difcipline, able generals verfed in
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tactics, and apparently ftatefmen to guide in her coun-
tils. Feeble would be my attempt, by the aid of his-
toric light, to portray thofe dark and gloomy {cenes.
It was foon found that America poflefled in her bofom
her Fabii, her Fabricii, her Ciceros, and her Scipios.
The Amphictyons of the weftern world, aflemble in
council and provide for the unequal conteft. They
prefer petitions to their fovereign, ftating their griev
- ances and praying for an honorable conciliation. The
unfeeling monarch, who, according to the Englifh
conftitution, ¢“can do no wrong,” adds infult to op-
prefiion. | o
~ The tocfin of war is founded ; the din of arms is
heard ; the plains of Lexington are firft crimfoned
with the blood of the martyrs of liberty. On the
heights of Charlefton, a little band of heroes, like that
under Leonidas at the ftraits of Thermopylae, re-
pelled for a time the rude fhocks of the Brititharmy.
Here the valiant WARREN fell, ¢ covered with glo-
ry.”> 'The battles of Bunker-Hill, Montreal, Trenton,
Princeton, Saratoga, Guilford, Monmouth, and York-
town, while recorded on the piges of hiftory, will re.
main {plendid monuments of American valor, and a
proof of the invincibility of a brave people, manful-
ly contending for freedom, when Heaven approves
the glorious caufe. . . L
- The immortal WASHINGTON, the illuftrious
bencfactor of mankind, the faviour of his country,
when his nation were on the brink of the precipice,
ready to fall into the dark vale of monarchy, majef-
tically appeared, received the command of the Amer-
ican armies, and led them through an eight years con.
flict* on the ficld of battle to Independence.  WASH-
INGTON was to the American Ifrael,

“ A cloud to meafure out their march Ly day,
By night a fire to cheer the gloomy way ™

_ * The cruelty and fivage warfare of England were manifelted
thrf)ughr;ut cur revolution.  She infligated the favages to comunit
deliberate acts of crueity, and murder the defcnceifs inhabitants of

B
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Gratitude prefles forward with a meed of praifc foi
the heroes, countlefs almoft as the ftars of heaven, who
facrificed their lives on the altar of liberty. Their
names are engraven on the tablets of the heart, more
durable than the mouldéring monuments of human
grandeur, L |
" In the acquifition of our Independence, France
was an important inftrument. We feel grateful to
her for the means, whatever were her motives. The
idea of difinterefted benevolence at the court of
St. Cloud or St. James, is chimerical. When France
fent us auxiliaries, fhe weakened the power of her
“rival already elated by the number of her conquefts
in her wars preceding ouf revolution. England ex.
tended her empire over the waves. Her flag had tri-
umplied over that of Spain. The Indies and a part
of Africa were fubjetted to her boundlefs rapacity.
Fluthéd with the wealth her commerce brought her,
from every quarter of the globe, her ambition would
have ftimulated hier to have conquered the world,
France had the means and the inclination to hum-
ble the power of her haughty rival. Had it not been
for this, the ¢flar of empire in the weftern world
would mever perhaps have fhone in the conftellation
of liberty.” D |
The powers of Furope as well as America were
marfhalled in hoftile array againft Britain, and fhe
was at length obliged to acknowledge the United
States as ‘¢ free, fovereign, and independent.” The
laurels her victorious armies had gained her in hex
former wars now withered on her temples. The Unit-
ed States the confidered the brighteft gem appertain-
ing to the royal diadem, to regain which her bound«
lefs ambitionr prompts her to ufe the bafeft means.

our frontiers. She' gave a bounty to her ruthlefs allies for fialss,
without regcrd to age or fex. The Englith hiftorian, Charles
Coote, Mod. Eu. 105 has jaltly remarked, that ¢ as a Briton, he
gloried in faying that Britifh humanity ! | has, on numerous occa-
fions, appeated with fignal lultre 3 but in this war, (our revolutiona-
ry war ) it was frequently fuperfeded by deliberate and odious crueity.”
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The revolutionary war concentrated the energies
of the confederated States and united their jar.
. ring interefts by one¢ common ligament. But, inde-

pendence obtained, a confcioufnefs of fec;urit(y broke
the belt of Unjon——a threaténing ftorm of difcordant
opinions gathers and the nation were again afloat on
tlie troubled fea of liberty, without helm or compafs.
The articles of confederation were found wholly in.
adequate for any ufeful {Futquee Your Solons and
your Lycurgufes again aflemble in-grand council, and
plan your prefent Conftitution, the pride of republi-
cans, the palladium of liberty, the ark of our political
fafety. It is founded on the eternal and immutable
Erincigles of natural juftice and political philofophy,
and has for its object the collective happinefs of the
people. It accurately defines the powers of, and draws
the lines of feparation between the three grand de-
partments, the legiflative, the executive and the ju-
dicial. It eftablithes a beautiful equilibrium of power
between them, giving to each department a check
upon the others, An ‘undue afcendency in any one
of thefe would produce diforder in the great political
machine, and end in tyranny. It is the only complete
model of a reprefentative republican government that
has ever been planned. It fecures to every citizen
the invaluable right of fuffrage, and the road to hon.
or lies equally open to all. 1t declares that “no title
of nobility fhall be granted,” and the people are placed
upon a civil e%uality. It commits to the general gov-
ernment, the direttion of our foreign relations, and
the relative concerns of the different States. It gives
to it fufficient power to promote our general proiper-
ity and enforce due obedience to its laws. It guaran.
tees the right of choofing our religion and worthip.
ping God according to the dictates of our confcien-
ces, It ¢ makes liberty commenfurate with, and infep-
arable from the” American ¢ {oil ; it proclaims even
to the firanger and fojourner the moment he fets
his foot upon American earth, that the ground on
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which he treads is holy and confecrated by the ge-
pius of univerfal emancipation. No matter in what
language his doom may have been pronounced ; no
marter what complexion incompatible with freedom,
“an Indian or an African fun may have burned upon
him; no matter in what difaftrous battle his liberty
may have been cloven down ; no matter with what
folernnivies he may have been devoted on the altars
of flavery. The firft moment he touches the facred
foil of America, the altar and the god fink together
in the duft, his foul walks abroad in her own majefty,
his body {wells beyond the meafure of his chains that
burft from around him, and he ftands redeemed, re-
generated and difenthralled by the irrefiftible genius
of univerfal emancipation.” May it eternally remain
the fplendid monument of the dignity of human na.
- It is the peculiar happinefs of Americans that they
live under a government of their own choice, and
laws which are but the expreflion of their will through
their delegated agents. A government which is an
improvement upon all others, which affords equal
protection to every citizen, and {ecures to them the
privilege of a trial by jury of their peers. Laws,
which are the fafeguards of our perfons and property ;
which gladden’ the hearts of our yeomanry, knowing
that while the halls of juftice are open, there can be
no fpecies of injury for which they cannot obtain re-
drefs.  On the one hand, it combines the firmnefs
"and energy of a monarchy, on the other, the wifdom
and ftability of an ariftocracy. It guards againit the
defpotifin of one man, as much as that of a popular
-aflembly ; and will, we truft, ever be an effectual bar-
rier againft the confufion and imbecility of a pure
democracy. = |

With fuch a ConstiTUuTiON and GOVERNMENT,
and the mildeft, wifeft and molt enlightened Apmin-
1STRATION in the world, every lover of his country
muft feel the deepeft regret that any party or clals of
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men fhould endeavor to paralize the energies of their
government, diftract the public councils, weaken the
confidence of the people in the ADMINISTRATION, and
their meafures, fet the Laws at defiance, or excite a
civil cominotion, which would probably end in the
feparation of the Union. Whenever an effetual blow
fhall deftroy the confidence of the people in the effi-
cient adminiftration of the government,the fame blow
will reach the vitals of the conftitution.
To ufe the elegant language of WASHINGTON,
whofe principles republicans cherith, revere, and we
truft, practically follow—< The unity of government
~which conititutes you one people, is alfo dear to you.
It is juftly {o; for it is the main pillar in the edifice
of your real independence, the fupport of your tran-
quility at home ; your peace abroad ; of your fafety ;
of your profperity ; of that very liberty which you
{fo highly prize. -
¢ But as it is eafy to forefee, that from different
caufes and from different quarters, much pains will
be taken, many artifices employed to weaken in your
minds the convidlion of this truth ; as this is the
point in your political fortrefs againft which the bat-
teries of internal and external epemies will be moft
conftantly and actively, (though often covertly and in-
Sidioufly) direted, it is of infinite moment that you
fhould properly eftimate the immen{e value of your
national upion, to your collective and individual hap.-
pinels ; that you fhould cherifh a cordial, habitual
and immavable ¢ tachment to it ; accuftoming your-
{elves to think and fpeik of it as the palladium of
your political fafety and profperity, watching for its
prefervauon with jealous anxiety; difcountenancing
whatever may fuggeft even a fufpicion that it can, in
any event, be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning
upon the firft dawning of cvery attcmpt to alienate
any portion of our country from the reft, or to en-
feeble the facred ties which now link together the va.
rious parts.
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¢ The very idea of power and the right of the people
to eftablith government, prefuppofes the duty oF every
individual to obey that government. All obftruions
to the execution of the laws, all combinations and affoci-
ations, under whatever p/aufible character, with the real
charadter to dire, control, counteraét, or awe the
regular deliberation and a&ion of the conftituted au-
thorities, are deftructive of this fundamental principle
{the duty of every individual to obey the eftablithed
government ] and of fatal tendency. They ferve to
organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordina-
ry force, to put in the place of the delegated will of
the nation, the will of a party, often a fuall, but artful
and enterprizing minority of the community ; and ac-
cording to the alternate triumphs of different parties,
to make the public adminiftration the mirror of the
ill.concerted and incongruous projefts of faéion,
rather than the organ of confiftent and wholefome
plans, digefted by common councils, and modified by
mutual interefts.”’ | |

WASHINGTON muft have viewed with a proa
phetic eye the future deftinigs of his country ; he
forefaw that “ much pains would be taken by a party,
a fmall but arsful and enterprizing minority of the com-
munity, to weaken in your minds the conviction of
the immenfe value of your national union,” and that
the fame “ internal enemies’” would ¢ often covertly
and infidiou/ly’ form ¢ combinations and aflociations’
to obftruct ¢ the execution of the L.aws” and ¢ with
the real charadter to direé, control, countera&, or
awe the regular deliberation and aéion of the confti-
tuted authorities.”

It cannot be denied that a party (the tendency of
whofe ccurfe is to fap the foundation of our political
inftitutions) have, for the laft twelve years, unceafing.-
ly oppofed, without any exception, the mecafures of
our general government, whether they related to our
internal or foreign concerns. They at one time wholly
cundemn meafures and principles which at another
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time they firenuoufly advocated. Suppofe then, this
party could effet their defigns, fuppofe they fhould
work vpon the public mind, 'excite the jealoufies,
feelings and paffions of the people againft their ad-
miniftration, and deftroy all public confidence in the
national councils ; fuppofe they could humble the
exccutive department, impede the courfe of juftice
and trample the laws under foot ; and, in fine, fup-
pofe they fhould fcatter the union in pieces, and fet
one fection of it in battle-array againft another ; would
they not involve themfelves and #béir connexions, as
well as thofe who might have fome regard to con-
{cience and the ocaths they had taken, and fome attach-
ment to their republican inftitutions, in all the hor-
rors, the calamities; the maflacre, which would enfue ?
Would not their houfes, their property and their fields
be equally liable to be plundered, burned and ravaged ?
‘The United States would be the theatre of tragical
icenes of revolutionary France; he who was yefter-
day a leader in rebellion, tomorrow would be led to
the fcaffold ; ¢ the Danton, who today direéts the axe
to fever the head of Louis, is tomorrow, ftretched
upon the guillotine ;*’ vice and unbounded licentiouf-
hels would ftalk abroad, confufion and anarchy pre-
vail, till fome modern Napoleon, to calm the mad
paflions, quiet the fears and humble the proud fpirit
of the people, thould grafp the reins of government.
Then the genius of Liberty would flumber in filence,
and the ftili fmall voice of reafon be drowned in the
thouts and acclamations of long live the emperor of
America, |

The evils, which have the moft powerful tendency
to fubvert our conftitution and government, are fac-
tion, party-fpirit and jacobinifm. They tend to de-
bafe the morals of a nation, diftraét the public mind,
and relax the finews of the civil authority.

The former are unhappily the invariable concomi-
tants of free governments, and the moft potent en-
gines in the deftruétion of the fair fabric of liberty.
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The audacioufnefs and profligacy of faction are ever
proportionate to the freedom of government. As
tinder defpotifm, the people are nothing, fo confcious
of their nothingnefs, they remain in a lethargic ftate,
the fpirit of liberty is extincét, and ¢ the hydra of
faction, dares not reat its hundred heads.” It broad-
ens its bafe in proportion to its havoc of virtue and
reputation, and, if eventually triumphant, its afpiring
leader ufurps the fupreme dominion.

- Party, like the grand adverfary of human happinefs,
infufes its venom and accurfed malignity into all our fo-
cial pleafures. Itsinfection deftroys private friendfhips.
The warmeft parental love and fraternal affe&ion it
changes into cold indifference and rancorous hate. It
profanes the holy fanGuaries. Withinfidiousart it finds
an avenue which leads to the judgment feats, and min-
glesits poifon in the fountains of juftice. But what tends
moft to effect our political fall, it has arrayed itfelf in
robes of innocence, entered the halls of public delibe-
ration, and attempted to feduce the guardians of out
liberties. Let us take monitory leflons from the ef-
fects it produced upon the ancient republics of Greece
and Rome, where it prevailed with unreftrained force.
The former had the three different and effential
branches of government, but no balance of power
between them : the confequence of which was, that the
alternate triumph of one party over another, contin-
ual factions and luwury, the deftroying angel of liber-
ty, paved the way for her eafy conqueft by Philip of
Macedon. In the latter government; the mighty
party contentions between the Patricians and the Ple-
beians were fources of perpetual confufion, inteftine
commotions and revolutions. Thefe confliéts of par-
ties and the degeneracy and corruption of the public
manners, made it ealy for Cafar to grafp the liberties
of Rome.

Party often tears the laurels from the brow of
merit and decorates the temples of the ignorant and
the viciovs, By its “magic power of metamorpholis”




















































