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Fz1exps and Fz:ivew CiTizZEXS,

T\\  ENTY-NINE years have rolled away,
fince we were declared an mdepcnd:nt neople. But
this event is ftill intereftinz to every American, and
worthy of oeing commemorated.  This being our
prefeat defigr, it wiii be peculiarly happy to pofleis
corrcfpo;.;'cnt iews and feclings. We fhall taen
unite in focial and devout 25cction ; our rcp.;: .z will
be virtuous, and free from every t‘imn indecen: and
unbecoming ; we fhall gratefully relr‘:::"t tz:ole who
were the happv inffruments of c(’tabhih :ng our Inde-
pendencs, and pxoui 7 acknowledge the overiuling
Providence of the A .mng‘\tv. if we {uitably conrem-
piaze the peculiar favor of Hcaven, and the creat ex-
penic of blood and treafure, by waltch our Independ-
ence was purchafed, we may eitimzte more highly the
bleflings and privilcgcs we cijoy.  And to preferve a
remembrance of thefe things mav have a happy tend-
ency of perperuating cur civil freedons.

WiTH this object in view, let us attend to fume
things which happ ily confpired in effecting our revo-
lution.

To anoy civil Iiberty, was one defign of our an-
ceftors in coming to this land. Their defcendants
kept the fame noble defign 1n view. New-England
became the refidence of virtuous, ealhightened freewmien.
Habits of induftry, f{obriety, and fubje&ion to civil
government were fcrmed ; but at the fame time, the
pe0plc of thefe Colonics kept a watchful eye upon thic
Government of their parent Countryv.  Whea Britain
aztempted to tax us withou: our confent, it was not a

{pirit of oppofition te government, 4;5 such, buta cen-
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fcientious regard ts our invaluable nights, which led
us to oppolc their arbxtrary mecafures. We knew, we
felt that the principle, which they adopted, was fub-
verfive of civil liberty, fo that if we acceded to it,
the way would be prepared for us to ke completely
enflaved. Like virtuous freemen and loval fubje@s,
we modeftly claimed the privilege of being reprefented
in the Government who fliculd impofe on us taxes.
We contended for the privilege of cleéting thofe who
fhould have command of our perfons and property.
Our feelings, habits, and principles, dictated the pro-
pricty of a rcp'efcutat‘vc Government. Had we fully
enjoyed this privilege under the Government of Bri-
tain, we fhould have felt, perhaps, no unecafinefs in
remaining Briuth Colonies. But this privilege we
were denied. And in declaring ourfelves an inde-
pendent people, we proclaimed our attachment to an
cleCtive, reprefentative Government.

BuT in aflerting our right to be free and independ-
ent, we did not adopt the principles of political licen-
nouﬁcfs —Previoufly to the declaration of our Inde-
pendznce, thefe Colonies had Governmests, which
were compofed of feparate branches ; a Governor, a
body of Senators or Affiltants, and a Houfe of Repre-
fenzazives. It was the defign of our revolution, not
to deftrov, but to eftablith fuch forms of government ;
for fuch bhave been continued or adopted 1n all the
States. In forming State Conftirutions, fince our In-
dependence was declared, it has evidently been de-
figned to eflablifth an efficient Government, of fepa-
rate, diftin@ branches. Witneis the Conftitution of
this State, of Maﬂ'achufctts, and others. Hence an
eflential cnange of the form of our Government was
rot our och& in deciaring curfelves an indeperdent
people. We did not feck to be freed from the falu-
tary refiraints of a duly balanced, energetic Govern-
ment.  But fuch a Government we have manifefted
a refoluzion to maintain. This is further confirmed
by the adoption of our Federal Conftitution. In
framing and adopt:nz this Conflitution, 1t was intcr;d-
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ed to eftablifh a republican Government of feparate
branches, each of whick fhould have a negative on the
other. It was alfo intended to preferve a diftinétion
between the Legiflative, Judicial, and Executive Pow-
ers. This form of government is undoubtedly the
bet, men have ever devifed : It was diftated by the
principles of our revolution, by the fentiments and
habits of a great body of the people.

A spiriT of patriotifm was eminently difplayed in
effecting our revolution. Had not this been the cale,
the declaration of our Independence would only have
involved us in greater difficulties : it would have be-
trayed both our weaknefs and confummate folly. But
a great proportion of the people willingly facrificed
property and hazarded their lives for the good of the
community. We had then no general, energetic
Government to levy taxes and organize an army. In
the Colonies, the people were more or lefs embarraffed
by the exifting Governmeat. This was particularly
the cafe in this State and in Mafiachufetts. General
Gage, the Governor of Maflachufetts, efpoufed the
Britith intereft. In 1774, he iffued writs for holding
a General Aflembly at Salem ; but afterwards coun-
teracted the writs by proclamation. The members,
however, convened, and after waiting a day or two for
the Governor, they voted themfelves into a provincial
Congrefs, and choie John Hancock, Prefident. They
proceeded to attend to the fituation of the country,
notwithftanding the Governor ftiled their proceedings
illegal and unconftitutional, and warned them ro de-
fit. ¢ Under the fimple ftile of recommendations,
they organized the militia, made ordinances refpecting
public monies, and fuch further regulations as wzre
neceftary tor preiciving order. and for defending
themifelves againil the Britifh troops.”  Thefe recoms-
mendations were {o congenial with the minds of the
?coplc, that they had the influence and authority of

aws.

Joun WenTworTH, the Governor of this State,
was likewile engaged in the caufe of Britain. Ata

meeting
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neeting of thie Reprelentatives, deciared illegal by the
uovcmor, and afizr they were commanded to mfpcric,
tacy requzited all the towns in the State to fend Dep-

sties t0 held a Convention 2t [Exeter, who fhouid
choofe Delegates to attend the Continental Corgrefs
at Philad<iphia, in Sept. 1774.  They alfo requeited
the towns to raife moncy to defray the expenfes of
their Delegaies to Congreis. A readv and prempt
conpiianc‘- w.iD theie rcqacﬁ-, raanifcited the patri-
otic {pirit cf the people. So ready were the people to

coatnibu:e for the fupport cf the common caufe, that
about 100,020 doiiass are due to this State, 2ad abous
a million doilars are due to Maflacheferts from the
Continen:, for wnat thefe two States advanced above
their juft grovortion, in profecuting the war.

As the royal troops were Sirit {tationed a: Bofton,
and hcftilities commenced in that vicinity, the inhab-
itants of that flounifhing, commercial tc¥n were great-
ly diftrefled, before the pcoplc of other Colonies fo
deeply felt the opprefiive meafures of the Britif Gov-
ernment. But th= people of Bofon were regarded as
fufferers in the caufe of liderty ; and liberal contribu-
tions for their relicf were railed through America.
Great, after all, were their inconveniences and hard-
fhips ; but thefe were borne with patience and inflex-
ible fortituce.

IT 1s not in the power of the fpeaker to detail par-
ticularly the {acrifices which individuais made for the
good of the Country.  Maav leit their farnss ard luo-
crative employmenis, and what were vaftly dearer,
their partners znd childrer, and took up arins in de-
fence of their Country, not kiowing what {ufierings
they might endure, nor what irreparadie lofies thcy
might fuftain. Love o their Co'u".t."; infpired them
with fuch bravery and forus uz.:', that thev acquired
great honor, in the fieid of baitle, even in tie view of
lhcxr enemics.

THE diiinzerefted, patriotic virtue of WasmixgroxN
oughi never to be forgotten. He readily cbeyed the
call of Lis Cuuniry, to efpoufe her caulz, however

P
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dark and glcomy her 'wrofpeas. He genercufly re-
fufed any compcnfat:or for e1ght years laborious fer-
vices, as the General of cur armies. His patriotifm
did not confifl in the flattering profefiions of defign-
ing, ambitions men ; but his who:c condu&t man: fcft-
ed his pure and fervent atiachment to his Country’s
glory ard profpesity.  His patriotifi, his commar.d-
ing, weil-diretted influence, were happily difpiayed in
the following inftance. « When the war was nearly
terminated, the army having been but inadequately
compenfated for their iervices, an artful artempt was
made by anonyinous putiications, to purfuade them
to redrefs their own grievances, while they had arm:s
in their bands.  As foca as this became known to
Gereral Wasrincrc:w, ever atteniive to the in-
terefts of his Country, and jealous for its honor, he
convened he officers, witih many of whem he had tak-
en pains previoufly to converle, znd made an eloquent,
well-adapted fpcccb 13 which, o uie his own words,
ke ¢ conjured them, as t‘xcy valued their honor, as they
rcfpe& d the rights of humanity, as they regarded the
milizary and pationzl charaGer of Americz, to exprefs
their cimoft deteftation of the man, who was attempt-
ing to open the floodgaies of civil difcord, and deluge
their rifing empire with blood.” No reply was made
—nore could be made. The hearts of the brave were
foftened, the bafe, intimidated. A refolution was im-
mediately zdopted, in which the mcft marked con-
tempt and abhorrence of i vile and a.io'accful a pro-
ceeding was unanimoufly exprefled.” How different
was the condudt of W:asuixcTonN in this 1nftance,
from that cf fome other Generals of modern times ?
Dogs this patriotic i:-:ini full prevail in our land ?
Is the fame regard to the weifare of the community
now m aqxfcﬁcd Lock abroad and imparcially cb-
ferve the prevaiiing fpiiitof the day.  Can vou clearly
trace, in the tranfatior.s of the r\rkignf day, the pat-
rictuc fpirit of 76 # Aldas! zlas ! mv Countrv ' O
land of Freedom ! W here are thy {uns ? Where are
thofe who pefifs tiie patriotic viriues of WasniNg-

\
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THe unanimity of *76 ought to be recolle&ed with
very gratcful fent:ments.  The people of thefe Colo-
nics had their lozal feelings and manaers ; their dif-
ferent interefts and purfuits ; they had alio been ag-
itated with local prc;udxccs and jealoufies. But with
furprizing wunanmimity, they concerted and executed
meafures to eftablith our civil liberty. No fooner
did they refolve to oppofe the arbitrary power of
Britain, than “ the pulpit—the prefs—tke bench and
the bar, feverally labored to unite and encourage them.
The Clergv of New-England, were a numerous,
learned and refpe&table body, who had great afcen-
dancy over the minds of their hearers. They con-
nc&ed religion and patriotifm, and in their prayers
and fermons, reprefented the caufe of America as the
caufe of Heaven. The Syncd of New-York and
Philadelphia alfo fent forth a paftoral letter, which
was publicly read in their Churches. This carneftly
recommended fuch fenuiments and conduét as were
fuitable to their firuation. Writers and prniers fol-
lowed in the rear of the preachers, and nc_. i0 them,
kad the greateft hand 1n animating their countrymen.
Gentlemen of the bench and of the bar denied the
charge of rebellion, and juftified the Colonifts.”*
The people united, and, in various inftances, bound
themficlves to one another by the facred ties of honor,
religion, and love of country, to perform whatever
fhouid be judged expedient to promote the common
caufe.

THis unanimity was very obfervable in adopting
the important refolution which we this day commem-
orate. For feveral months after hoftilities with
Britain commenced, the people of thefe Colonies did
not entertain an idea of becoming independent. They
{fought redrefs of grievances, and reconciliation with
the | parent Countr) But when this was found to be
In vain, “ a total change of the public opinion” was
fooir effetted. < Indcpcnuence became the general

voice of the fame people, who but a few months be-
fore

* Ramflay, Vil I, raze 195.
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fore had petitioned for reconciliation.” Tke people
in moft of the Colonies became fo convinced of the
neceflity of diffolving our conrexion with Rritain,
that they requefted their Delegates in Congrefs o de-
clare us an independent nation. A fe'v wecksbefore this
cvent took place, a committee was chofen by the Af-
fembly of this State,  to make a draught of a decla-
ration of the General Aflembly for the INDEPEND-
ENCE of the united Colonies on Great-Britain, to be
tran{mitted to our Delegates in Congrefs.”” The mo-
tion for declaring the Colonies free and indeperdent,
was therefore made in Congrefs, in unifoen with the
general voice of the people. The member who firft
introduced it, followed the inftru&ions of his conftir-
uents. The debates of Congreis on this importar.t
fubject were calm ana deliberate, although very ani-
mated. In thefe debates, John Adams and John
Dickinfon were leading men. Mr. Adams ftrongly
advocated, and Mr. Dickinfon oppofed the motion.
But Mr. Dickinfon did himfelf much honor in the
manner of his oppcfitior. In beginning a fpeech on
the fubje&, he < folemnly invoked the Governor of
the Univerfe, fo tc influence the minds of the mem-
bers of Congrefs, that if the propofed meafure was for
the benefit of America, nothing which he fhould fay
againft it, might make the leaft impreflion.” After a
full difcuffion, the motion was adopred by almoft an
unanimous vote. The declaration was publicly read
in all the States, and received with joy. I. tended to
confirm the union of the people, and to increacc cheir
order in deciding by force of arms, Whetker we fbould
be conquered Provinces, or free and independent States.

Happy are the effets of union. It is the giory,
and, under Heaven, the defence of a nation. A di-
vided nation muft fall, either by internal fa&ion, or
foreign invafica. How diftrefling would have been
our condition in '76 and afterwards, if we had been a
divided people ; if diffenfion, jargon, and angry, in-
flammatory debate had pievailed in our public Coun-
cils ? Happy, inconceivably happy for us, that a
' fpit it

—
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foirit of party did not then prcvail 3 thai the viieft
men and the enemices of their Cuu'a'ry were not exale-
ed, carcﬁ'cd, and honored ; but that the wi‘e a3d pat-
riotic had the confidence a'ad {uffrages of rhe peop’e,
2nd our civil affairs were conduéted with becoming
moderaticn, with vprichinefls ar.d unarimirty.
ReLiciovs fentiments had happy infuence in pro-
curing our Indcpendence. A deep .'onvi&inn that
all men are to enjoy the right of privare judg-
ment acd liberty of confeience, Ted to the firft je:tle-
ment of New-England. The f Colonies ware mefily
fettled by thofe, who were denominated D:fienters.
Their reiigious tenets and taeir views of ecel-fiaft:cal
difcipline difpofed them ro acknowledge God onlv as
{fupreme, 2nd to believe thar all men have an equal
right 10 enjoy the fecur.ty and proteétion of civ:l gov-
errment.  Hence they conildered civi! government
to be dedgred, not for the aggrandizement or private
advantaze ~of a few, but for the fafety and w=Ifare of
tse whole communits.  Infpired with fuch fentimnents,
they could boldl y afert their ngh;s, when Br:tain be-
gan to opprefs them ;- they could declare themfelves
free and indepeaden, and appeal to Hcaven ro main-
tain their caufe. A belief that their caufe was juft,
ard a hope that Heaven would approve their exer-
tions,” gave a powerful thimuius to the American peo-
ple. Every breaft, influenced by thefe {znriments;
poflefled a zeal which could not be eafilv overcome.
Such fenuiments animated the nobie WasHingTON
to 2pprove ‘ the D’clarauon, confidently believing
that iz was ¢ calculated, under the fmiles of a gra-
izus and all kind Providence, to fecure us thar free-
dom and thole privileges,” of which Britain had ar-
tempted unjuftly to deprive us. His mind was in-
forred with heroic fortitude, with undaunted couvrage.
Never before, I think I may {2y, was a General placed
in fo trying afituation. At the commencement of our
revoluiion, we ““had not a regular regurent, ner a
fori:fied town, nor a fhip of war; we had neirher
money, nor arms, nor miliary ftores,” fuffici=nt 10
profecuie
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profecute a war with one of the moft powerful nationa
oa earin.  How we thould o-tain the neceffarvy fup-
pties for an armv, no onc ceuid teli. The feclings
of people were liable to chang=, and they migh: {oon
abindon thai caufe, which they had engaged to lup-
pori.  What then but a cenvidion that our caufe was
juil, and a confident hope thar Heaven would fintie up-
on our ciTorss, could induce a man cf WasH:NGTON'S
dilcerameat, modefly, and cool delib=ratica, to take
the command of our fecble, undiiciplined troops, ard
appear in oppoition to zble Generals and “trcops
equal in difcipline to any in the world.” Without
any appearance of boafting, he javs, in an ofhicial jet-
ter to Congrefs, dated ar Cambridge, Jan. 4, 1776,
““[c 1s not 1a the pages of hiftory perhaps to furnifh
a cafe like ours :—to maiatain a poft within mufket-
fhot of the enemy, for fix months together, without
[powd:r, ] and at the fame time to difband one army
and to recruit another within that diftance of twenzy-
odd Britih regiments,is more, probably, thanever was
attempted.” Many unforefeen difficulties arofe; and
numerous were hiis embarraffments for want of ammu-
nition and thofe things, which, i ume of war, are
cflenuaily ncceflary. But he poflefled a fpirit of un-
conquzrable perfeverance ; for hLis ultimate depend-
ence was placed on theeternal God. ¢ The fuperiniend-
ing Providence of the Moft High he ever acknow!-
edzed. To this he alcribed his fuccefizs, not to hisown
fkill and prowefs ; to this he afcribed the profperity
of the Unired States, not to the wifdom zand labors
of their rulers.  On all {ur-able occafions he exprefl-
ed a becoming gratitude to God for h:s kind interpo-
fitions in behalf of the army or the nation ; and when
defeated 1n any of his expectations, he devoutly ac-
Knowledged the fame Providerce, and fubmiffively
bowed to the rod.” |

Byt WasHINGTON was not alone in placing de-
pendence on the Supreme Being. Thoulands daily
implored th.e Father of Mercics to profper the caufe
of injured America. Thcy knew that Heaven mutt

peculiarly




peculiarly fucceed their efforts, or their caufe would
fink, their liberties be deftroyed, and tyranny enfue.
Our firft refolutions for crganizing an army were
accompanied with an appoiniment of a day of public
humiliation, fafting, and prayer to Almigh:y God,
that the Colcnies m:zht be ever under the care and
prote&ion of a kind Provideace, and be profpered in
all their interefts.  When profpects were dark and
threatening, fuch appointments werc repeated ; they
correiponded with the feclings of the people, and wer-
followed by the kind interpofttion of Heaven. An
inftance of this may not be improperly mentioned. Af-
ter our army, in Auguft 177€, had been defeated with
great Jofs on Long-1fland, and General Wasuixcrown
had been obliged 1o retreat from that place and from
New-York, the troops under his command were uni-
verfally difpirited. The militia ran off by companies,
and their example fo infeZted the regular regiments,
that there d:d not remain 6000 troops, on whom de-
pendence could be made for the campaign. WasH-
INGTON 2afted on the defenfive, and was compelled,
by a fuperior force, to retreat tarough the Jerfies, to
the Pennfylvania fide of the Dclaware. The Brit-
ifh were every where fuccefsful ; and the profpells of
the Americans were very gloomy and diftrefling.
The reireat of their army through New-Jerfey was
attended with almoft every circomftance, which couid
occafion embarraffinent and depreflion of {puits. It
feemed to many that America muft be conquered, znd
tiat the declaration of Independence would only be
remembered as matter of reproach. But as difficul-
ties increafed, Congrefs made greater exertions o ref-
cue the nation from tyranny and oppreflion. They
addrefied the States 1n animated language, and re-
commended ¢ a day of folemn fafting and humilia-
tion, to implore of Almighty Ged the forgivenefs of
their many fins, and to beg the countenance and af-
fitance of his Providence, 15 the profecution of the
prefent jult and neceflary war.,”  Soon our profpects
were changed. WasHiNeToN was infpired with the
bol:i
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buld Jdcfign of crofling the Delaware, wuk the fmall
force of between iwo and three thoufand men, and
artacking 2t part of the cnziny which lav at Trenton.
This he accomphi‘zcd on the night of Dec. 25 ; he
came upon the encmy at break of day, and fo com-
piciely furpnzcd th m, that they foon agreed o0 fur-
render, to prevent immediate death. The Britifh
troops, immediately upon this, coilected at Princeton,
only 12 miles from Trenton, and came forward 1a
great force, hoping by a vigorous attack oo the Amer-
icans, to repair the 1njury which they had juft fuftain-
ed. Bzhold, at this junéture, the critical fizuation of
our army. Io their front you bekold the powerful
army of Great-Britain ; 1a their rear, the river Dela-
ware, and this fo filled with Raatino ice, that a retreas
1s excremely difficale, if not impoihible. The Briufh
take poficifion of une part of this fmall town, while
the American army is confined 1n the other; and
nothiag feparates the two armies, but 2 fmail creek,
in many places fordable. Can you congeive the fate
of an army or of a narion to be more hazardous ?
Had the Brizith, on coming into Trenton, 1mme-
diately actacked our feeble band, as Sir William
Erfkine is faid to have advifed, it might have been
a fatal blow to our caufe. But this they delayed,
thinking they had all poffible advantages, fo that in
the mornmg they could cafily conquer the American
army. Dut when the morning came, and they were
juft on the point of attacking the Americans, they re-
ceived the mortifying inteliigence, that W asHINGTON
and his army were at Princeton, and had k:lled, ta-
ken and difperfed the forces which had there been
lefc. By the favor of Heaven, this fudden move-
ment of the American army was effe®ed. The
weather had been warm and moift, and the day be-
fore, the ground was foft, and the roads fcarcely
p2flable ; bur {uddenly the wind cbangcd, and the
ground was foon frozen, fo that whea the Aimericans
began their march, at rwelve o’clock at might, the
road was as irm and {mooth as a pavement. By a
| circuitous
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ci-cuitous route, they came vpon the enemy at Prince-
toa, carly in the mornisg, and performed 2n cxploit
wi.ich filled the Brituith with confternation, deranged
all their pians ; infpired the Americans with new
cour:ge and refolution, and greatly contributec to the
cftablithment of our Independence. How then can
we celebrate this Anniverfarv, except our hearts arife
in graieful acknowledgmenis to the Almighty for
his wonderful goodanefs to thefe American States ?
WH:zRE, my fellow citizens, fhall we find a people,
at leat 1n modern times, who have been fo diftin-
guithed by the fmiles of Heaven, or fo favored with
cxaited privileges ? In no other nation; can we find
fo exceilent Conftitutions of civil government. Our
National Confliturion eftablifhes a Government both
encrgetic and wifely calculated to preferve the rights,
and promote the intcreft of the people. It is truly
federal, as it unites the people of thefe Siates under
onec Government ; it is alfo truly republican, as 1t
eftablifthes an cle@ive, reprefentaiive Governrent of
diftin@ branches. Our State Conftitutions are like-
wife truly republican.
As our privileges are great, let us guard them with
a candid, but watchfol eye. Millions of dollars have
been expended, and the blood of many heroes and
fellow citizens has been fthed in the field of battle, to
procure us the blefling of an ele&ive Government.
Shall we then lightly efteem this blefling 2  Shall we
negielt the invaluable privi'ege of eleting our rulers ?
Shall we fuffer this privilege to be taker from us ?
Or, ineffelt, renounce it, by liftening to the flatter-
ing profeflions of an afpiring demagogue, or by giv-
ing our fuffrages for a candidate, chiefly becaufe he
ranks with a particular party ? Let us rathe: main-
tain our privilege, and elect thofe for rulers, who are
well qualified for the important ftatien.  Where is our
freedom of eleftion, if meafures be taken to prevent
our voting, except we will join with a cerrain party ?
Is this iiberty 2 Is this equality ¢ Whatever
taers may do, let us, my fellow citizens, {fupport the
dignity
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dignity of indrp‘:nucnr, enligatened freemen, and dif-

tinzufh real worth ard inte ity trom the icfinuating
2dorels and capuvan-g declarar ons of thofe, who

thiic for popular applavic, and purive feifith, ambi-

tions d=11_n:,

Iv s t,ecu,.a..v hanpy, as an eminent charatter®
obteives, that ¢ toc fyfle:n of narionai government
apycars o be well calculated 1o preferve itfelf and
yerpeitaie the rights of the people. The arrange-
meit and mdcpchcn"c of the Legiflative, Judicial
and Exccurive Powers form the beft fecurity, that
couid be devifed, againft the encroachments of either;
and as long as the Conflitution is unimpaired. and the
Lzg:flative body is atuated by a fpirit of integrity
ard moderation ; as long as it fhall leave to the Ex-
ccotive and Judicial Departments the authonty vefled
in them refpeively by the Conftitution, and fhall
p..t.c')tl, acquiefce in the exercife of that authoriiy ;
fo long we may hope that the National Government
and the rights of the citizens will be preferved.

«“ Bur the experience of other nations will con-
vince us, that whenever the Legiflature affumes to
itfelf the other powers of Government, liberty is fub-
verted. This aflumption can be more eafily effeCed
by that body, if urreftrained by principle, than by
cither of the other branches : The Legiflative is the
fupreme power ; the members are from every part of
the terrizory ; their number and infuence will enable
them, on frequent occaficns, to excite popular envy
and refentment againft the Executive and Judicial
Powers 5 almoft every man, from a connexion with
fome members of the Legiflature, feels a peculiar in-
tereft 1n that branch of Government, and 2 ftrong pre-
1ud1ce in its favor. But inftead of being influenced
oy thefe prepoffcflions, we ought to refleét, that in
free States a change in the frame of Governmeat is
artended with hazard, and that our only fafety con-
fiits in a firm and mﬂcx&bic adherence to the princi-
ples of the Conflitution.”

Ocr

*Governor Strong.
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Oix State Conftituzicn fnould be gurarced and
maintained with equal vigilance. For if cne be de-
ftrered, 1215 hardly probable the other will be pre-
ferved. 1.2t us then finctiy adrere to our repubiican
Confituiions. L et us beware of every meafure, which
tenJs to alter them ¢ entiz:ly ; to blend the branches of
Government, which are defizned 1o be kepr diftinct ;
or to increafe the power of one branch by ceprefiing
or deftroving 2nother. We muit condem= every at-
tempt of this kind, fo :ong 2s we mainta’n ‘he digni-
fied charaler of genuine rcpubhcaps. For fhould
our prefent Conftitutions of goverar:ent be effenniaily,
thaugh gradualiy, altered, they will foon be deftroy-
ed ; and then we mutt expe& o erdure the evils,
firft of unprincipled licenticv’nefs, and then of un-
feeling defpotifm.

To maintaia our Independence and preferve cur
republican Conftitutions, virtue 2nd religion are 1n-
difpenfably necefiary. Our revoiution was -not ac-
complithed by deny:ng the Being and fuperintending
Prov;dcncc of ]EHOVAH by reaourncing his werd,
or abolifbing his Sabbath. The blafpucmous fen-
timent that every Repubiic s a chimera, except a Re-
public of atheiils, was never advocated, nor explicitly
fanGtioned in our public Councils. It was not the
defign of our civil Fathers and Generals to ere@ the
ftandard of infidelity in our 'and ; but to eftablifh the
religion of the Gofpel, which afcribes giory to God
1n the higheft, breathes good will to men, and
motes peace on earth. The happy cffect of thls re-
ligton we experienced, in the furprizing degree of or-
der and regularity which prevailed in the commence-
ment of our revolution, when thoufands were in a
ftate of nature, as to civil government, being deftitute
of leg:fiative rulers, civil magftrates, or executive of-
ficers. Lkt this religion un.vcrfallv _prevail, and have
its duc influence on the hearts and ives of men, and
you will behold virtuous citizens, good fubje&s, and
faithful rolers: You will behold a happy Repubiic.
But let this religion be banifhed, and you will behold

| the
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the felfih, malicious paffions of depraved na-ure pre..
vailing, and filling our hzppy land with dilcord and
contention, cruelty and d:ftrefs.

In looking abroad and contrafting the prefent pe-
riod with that of 76, we arc conftramned 10 afk,
Where is the unanimity which then prevailed 2 We
were then an united, now a divided people. O my
Country ! how gloomy are thy profpeéts! Can it
be, that we have fo foon forgotten the admonitions
of our beloved Wasaingrox! His dilcerning
mind forcfaw the evils which we experience; and he
warned us, in the moft folemn manner, againft the
bancful cffeés of a fpirit of party. He affured us that
< it ferves always to diftra@ the public Councils, and
enfecble the public adminiftrauon ;—agitates  the
community with i1l founded jealoufics and falfe
alarms ; kindles the animofity of one part againft an-
other ; foments occafionally not and infurre&ion ;
and opens the door to foreign influence and corrup-
tion, which finds a facilitated accefs to the Goveran-
ment itfelf, through channels of party paflions.”
How many evils we might have avoided, if we had fo
regarded his admonitions as “ to moderate the fury of
party {pirit, to warn againft the mifch:efs of foreign
intrigue, and guard againft the impoftures of pretend-
ed patrioufm.” How happy we fthould have been,
if we had always duly cbferved this maxim of eternal
Wifdom, that 2 tingdom divided againf itfelf cannot
fland. Diregarding foch maxims and admonitions,
we muft expe 10 know by expernience that ““the al-
ternate dominarion of one fation over another, fharp-
ened by the tpirit of revenge, is itfelf a frightful def-
potifm ; that it perpetrates the moft horrd enormi-
ties, and leads at length o a2 more formal and perma-
nent defpotitm.” Then, O my countrvmen, where
will be our once boafted Freedom and Independence ?

IT 1s not the intention of the fpeaker to excie
groundleis fears, or unneceflury alarm. But he fecls
conftrained to afk cvery friend of religion and of his
Country this queftion, Have we not great caufe to be

‘ alarued
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alarmed at the prefent fpread of infidelity, and the
prevalence of party fpmt in our land ?

Cax any friend of religion avoid being alarmed,
when he attentively beholds the rapid progrefs of mﬁ-
delity among us?  We are not iadebzed to the princi-
ples of infidelity for our national blefliags, our civil
pnvnlcgcs, or rcllu:ous inftitutions. But thefe tend to
vndsTmine our cnvxl Government, to deftrov our re-
liicu. inftitutions, and overwheln us in ruin.  Let
ipfidel publications and fentiments continue to in-
creafe a3d to circulate among us, as they have for ten
years paft ; and let the opinion be generally embraced
that public virtue 2ad private vice are compatible,
that a man of no religion, and even one who is defti--
tuze of common moralxty in private hife,- may be a
anod reler, and what will be our national chara@er ?
Will not the vileft men be exalied ¢ Will not the
wicked walk on cwery fide 2 Will not every fpecics of
iniquity abound ¢ And what then will be our con-
ditzon? Our civil Conftitutions will be overihrown,
our religious pniviléges defiroyed, and our land filled
with all the dreadful evils which attend the reign of
vice and irrcligion. This none can doubt, who be-
hieve that righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, and that fin
1s the "cproach and ruin of a people. The hiftory of
the Jews and other nations infallibly teach us, that f,
as a nation, we become vicious and irreligious—the
vileft men be exalted—ana: vice and impiety be pub-
licly countenanced—then nartional ruin will await us,

- It is prefomed that every honeft man, every friend
of his Country is alarmed that a fpirit of party and
d.fcord fo prevails. The diviiion and difcord, pro-
duced by party {pirit, are awfully pernicious and de-
firu@ive. They greatly weaken, if not wholly de-
firoy the falutary tendency of civil Government,
Thev prevent a calm and candic inveftigation of y:ub-
lic charadlers_and public meatures. Under their in-
fluence, many will be more aftuated by paffior and
prejudice, than by found judgment and ratiunal_con-
viction. Defigning men will conftantly increafe the
popular
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pular ferment. Channels of information, being
corrupt, will become vehicles of flander, calumny and
abule. Prejudice wili be more and more headftrong
and inveterate ; and through the influznce of ambi-
tious men, meafures, the moft pernicious and the moft
fubverfive of focial order and civil hiberty, will be
readily adopted, and approved by a majority of the
peop ple.

Cax any thing be done to prevent thefe cvils ?
Yes: Oaly p)ﬂ'cfs the requifitc knowledge, zeal,
prudence and integrity, 20d you can zealoufly advo-
cate the truths of revelation ; you can countenarce
virtue and piety, and difcountenance vice and irreli=
gion ; you can decidedly frown upoa every fentiment
and pra&:ce, which tends to corrupt the morals of
people, and increafe the licentioufnefs and profanity
of the prefent day 3 by virtuous examples, by holy
lives, by condu&ing with fidelity in your refpeCive
ftacions, you can advance the honor and tructt intere@:
of the fociety and nation to vwhich you belong.

IT may exceed our power to remove, whollv, a
fpiric of party ; but we may avaid beiag the deﬁgm
iag, dire@® caufe of increafing this evil. We may
avoid thofe bitter remarks, paffionate replies, and an-
gry debates, which fan the fire of contention. We
can cultivate, in the {phere of our influence, a fpirit
of candor, love and harmony. In doing this, we
need not refizn thc night of private Judom?nt, nor
blindly affent to th ¢ opinions of others. With be-
co-mng 1ndcpcndcncc of mind, we may difcufs fub-
jedts, and form our opinion, and then decidedly main-,
tain what we believe to be truth or matter of fa&t;
and yet have our minds open to convidion ; be cuol
and candid, upright and impartial, ingenuous and
conciliating

- Bur why are we fo divided ?  What are we likely
to gain by divifion ? It is confidently believed that
every honeft, well meaning citizen, through ous
Country, wifhes for an energetic Government on trij-
ly republican priacipics ; and that aii real friends 1@

our
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our Naitional 2nd State Confliterions are, in princi-.

le and in hcarz, genuine federahits ana genuire re-
publicans, or 10 ufe 2 more concife term, ikey are fed-
erai repuniicans.  Why then are thefe names fo ufed
as to iacreafe a fpirit of difcord sand finfe? F:r
every one, called a federalift, whe 1s really heneit and
friendlv 10 his Country, muit with and excit himifelf
to preferve our Naiional and Siare Conftivzions n
their oricinal, effential form, and maintain the vinlon
of the States, and thus fupport a traly republican and
federai Government. And what more can any one
honeftiv defire, who is now cailed a iepublican ?
B+ whatever names we-are called, vet if we be honeft
an] fr-ends of our Country, we muft he united in de-
fence of our righats, and in fupporting republican
forms of Government. Let us vnite in rhis impor-
tant defigr, anc at confiftently, and inftead of living
in viriance, and the ftrife of party, we fhall promote
vnion and harmony. For a repuvlican Government
canncr be fupported, where diffenfion and pariy fpirie
prevall. ¢ L the mivdern Reputlics of Europe, the
icenes which were formerly difplayed in thofe of
Greece and Rome have been repeated. Diflenfion
and party {pint were excited among the people, and
their pailions were artfully inflamed againft the moft
able and virruous citizens, and  againft thofe inftitu-
tions and reftraints, which wifdom had devifed, and
the experience of ages had fan&ioned.  Thefe Repub-
hes one after another have loft their freedom, and
have been fubje@ed to domettic ufuzrpation, or foreign
.domision, by the intrigves of men, who affeGted the
language of patriots, while they afpired to the power
of mafters, and who under the fpecious pretext of af-
fering the rights of the people betrayed and over-
wheimed them.”

Take warning, my fellow citizens, and fhun the
fate ot other Republics. Lay afide prejudice and
party feelings ; examine with candor and impartiali-
ty, and you will more eafily determine, whether the

mcafures, which Government purfue, tend to preferve
or













