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* SIR,

PERMIT us to offer our thanks for your
compliance with the requeft of the Gentlemen of
Hallowell, in pronouncing an Oration on the sth
inftant, co'nmemorative of the birth of our Nation,
and to defire a copy of the fame for the prefs.

In gekalf of the Commiitee of .drrangetments of the
Fown of Hallowell,

" IWATHAN MOODY.
Mr. THoMAs Boxbp, jun.

o juLy 6, 1802,
ST K

THE Or-tion, sgrecably to the defire of the
Committee of Arrangements, is fubmitted to their
difpofal, with an impreflion of its many imperfec-
tions. The author entertains a hope,  fhould it
cver be read, that it will be regarded with candor

and indulgence.
THOMAS BOND, jun.

To Mr. NATHAN Mooby,

In behalf if the Committee of Arrangements
of t5e Toren of Hallewell,
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Frienps anp Fernrow.CrtTizens,

WE are affembled to celebrate the fef:
tival of our liberty ; to commenmorate the origin
of our nation. Memorable is that day, brilliant
in the aonals of fieed-wm, when the voice of vir-
tue, indignant at the wrongs fhe had fuffered, an-
nounced the emancipation of a world ; the exalta-
tion of a brave people to honor and independence.
It is grateful to the juﬂ pride of Americans to rc-
trace the fteps which led to their revolution, won-
derful in progrefs, in termination glorious and
triumphant ; to contemplate the growing profpe-
rity and dignity of their country ; and anticipate
its future greatnefs and felicity. An employment
like this, which animates the fpirit of patriotifm,
and imprefles on the mind a due eftimation of our
tranfcendent bleflings, and the means of their pre-
{ervation, is, on this occafion, peculiarly important

and proper.
B



The cruel aggreilions of the Britith nauow,
her illegal and repeated attempts to fill the treafu-
ry of av.rice; by cxavfting the riches of induftry,
juftly alarmed the apprekenfion and jealoufy of her
ccionies. They remonlilirated in language, energe-
tic, but refpe@iul, sgzinft the oppreflive ediéts of
parliament. Averf{c to hzzard the vnkaown con-
fequences of war, unwilling to iépai'ate from the
parent flate, they adopted every mild expedient to
fecure their natural an& civil rights. But expoltu-
lation was worfe than vain, and argument ferved
only to irritate mafters, refolved on the ruin of
their faithful {fubje@s. The corrupt and rapacious
miniftry of England, guided by maxims of {avage
policy, determined to reduce our countrymen to
vncenditional fervituds. America, fired with in-
dignation, animated with the genuice fpiri: <f lib-
erty, arofe in arms to defend her irfulted rights.

The robes of peace were exchanged for the
garments of war. PGCarations for manly refift-
ance were undertaken and profecuted with energy
and expedition. The people were ifnpreffed with
the importance of repelling the earlieft encroach-
ments of defpotifm, and fenfible of the neceflity of
breaking the <hains of flavery, before they were
faftened on the necks of a devoted nation. 'They
hzd contemplated with deliberation all the poflible
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cvents of the approaching conteft, and beheld no.
thing in war, terrible as it is, fo diftrefsful as ab-
je@ {fubmiflion to the domination of their cnemies.
‘The Britifh king, in the proud language of an ar-
cient monarch of Afia, commanded the Amcricans
to {urrender their arms; they returned the heroic
anfwer of Leonidas, ¢ come and take them.” Ua-
awed by the magnificient power of her cnemies,
undaunted by theic threats, America boldly ftoed
forth, refolved to maintain her rights, or perifhin
the noble cauvfe. She had to contend with the
greateft force on earth ; with a nation, whole fleet
ffailed in triomph on the ocean ; whofe veteran ar-
mies infpired with dread the ftrongeft in the old
world. Mackind beheld, with a mixture of afton-
ilhment and z2dmiration, an infant people oppofing
the gigantic ﬁfcngth of Britain. The grandeur
and novelty of the fpectacle was interefting beyond
any thing rccorded in the hiftory of time. The
friends of humanity wilhed for our fuccefs; but
{fuccefs appeared to them impoflible. A hoft was
embattled apainfl us ; men, corre& in difcipline,
{killed in the art of war, of tried valor ; command-
ed by officers confpicuous for bravery, addrefs and
experience. To thefe were oppofed the hale and
robult fons of freedom, accuftomed to hardfhip,
“bold and refolute, firmly attached to the principles
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of civil and religious liberty, and exafperated be-
yond {ufferance by ihe tyranoic meafures of an im-
perious defpot. This illuftrious band of heroes
was ftigmatized with the name of cowards ; ever);
epithet of reproach and coutempt, which language
could furnifh, was applied to provoke and infult
them. But contemptibie as our enemics efteemed
them, they humbled in duft the arrogance of the
Britith empire, vanquilked tiie regular armies fent
to {fubdue them, and exhibited this important leflfon
to the world, that millions are not able te fubju-
gate a gallant people, fighting in the caufe of free-
dont.

Gur revolution was a wa fare of the rights
of man againft the will of lawlefs power; of virtuc
2aainfl iniquity ; the iffue was the victory of juftice
over oppreflion. The flame of enthufiaim, which
was kindled oa the plaias of Lexington, diffufed
itfelf with ele&ric velocity, through the continent.
A generous ardor to engage in the protetion of
our country, and every right, that man decms fa-
cred and valuable, warmed and encouraged every
virtuous bofom. Teo numercus are the fignal
deeds of bravery, which were achieved in the
courfe of the war, to be rehearfed. The high
grounds cf Charleftown will teltify the undauntexl
courage, which rcpulfed the regular attacks of a
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?armidabie enemy, and cxalted the troops of
America to the charaler of heroes. But America,
though generally fuccefsful, was dovmed to exsne-
rience the difapnoiutment and calamit.es of adverfe
fate. DBefore the brilliant exploit at Princeton, 2
dark cloud of misfortune obfcured our hemifphere,
Ti en was the crifis of the revolution. Aund this
eat and glorious enterprife, while it reflc@ed
hwh honor on-its projeétor, revived the defpond-
ent fpirits of our countrymen. It would be an
inviduous tafk to make partial mention cof thofe
{lluftrious chara&ers, who fought the kattles of
the rev u;uuon. We remember the renowned he-
roes, who l=d our armiies to the ficld of vx&ory,
whofe blood was nobly fhéd for the happ nefs of
}"On"‘: l") And their c"onsyanxcns in glory {han
never be toxgottcn. Patrictifm has ercéted mon-
umenis to thcxr fame. Virtue has written their
bleffedd names in bright and durable impreffions on
- the affctions of our hearts. Liberty has adorned
ner tcnple with their .god!ikc‘ figures. The cham-
pion of the revolution, the faviour and Senefa&or
of his count‘ry, whofe afhes are inherfed in the
tomb, and whofe divine fpirit is tranflated to tafte
the blifs of faints, will forever command the ap-
plaule and veneration of grateful freemen. What
C







