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THE COMMITTEE of ARRANGEMENTS
met on the gth July—when on motion, it was unan-
imously resolved, That the Committee should wait
on Col. BErRRIEN, and request a copy. of the Ora=
tion delivered on the day before, for publication.
On the %th July, the following answer was re
ceived ;

- Savanwnan, 7th July, 1808.
SIR,

I comply with the vequest made by the
Committee of Arrangements, to furnish them with g
Copy of the Address, delivered at the Baptist Church,
on the 4ib instant, for the purpose of publication.—~
This acquiescence is made, sir, with unaffeled diffi-
dence. The shortness of the time, allowed for pre-
paration, and the inlerruptions arising from profes-
sional engagements, combined with other causes, bave
probably left much room for crilic censure—=Never-
theless, the offering is made with cheerfulness, as the
bumble mite, of an honest, if not an efficient zeal, to
promote a union of all veal pairiols, in suppert of ihe
hest interests of the Amevican Republic.

I am very respecifully,
- YOHN MACPHERSON BERRILN.

OL1veERr SturcEs, FEsg.

Chairman of a Committee of Arrange-
ments, appointed by the Citizens of
Yavannah,
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AN ORATION.
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e
Fellow-Citizens and Friends!

I AM about to enter upon the rask, whick
your too flattering confidence has affigned to me,
with a lively apprehension of my incompetence to
s just and fauthful performance. But 1 derive
consolation from the reflection, that this effort which
is made in obedience to your wishes, will experi-
ence at your hands, every indulgence which candor
and liberality can afford, while something like con-
fidence swells in my bosom, with the sublime and
animating recollections, which this occasion is cale
culated to excite.

WE are assernbled to celebrate the anniversary
of our independence, of that ever memorable day,
which gave to our beloved country, a rank among
the nations of the earth. At this interesting period,
in the history of man, more eventful than any which
has hitherto marked its annals—when all Eurcpe is
shaken with the dircful cemmotions of an unprine
cipled ambition, or already plunged into the dark
and dreary abyss of despotism-—while the contirent
writhes in torture under the scorpion lash. of a crucl
and unrelenting tyrant—and rhe waves of old Ccean
groan, beneath the lawless viotence, and uacxnirpled
1'apa'city, of the boasted mistress « f the seas, frliisUe
ing a desperate and unprincipled cerce, by neins
e unprincipled and aespeiae, When che stonn
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which engendered in Europe, and charged with the
corruptions of 1¢s people, wearied with the desolation
of its narive fields, hath extended its malign influe
ences over a vast portion of the habitable globe;
anon territying by its thunders, the far distant son
of Africa, as careless he sat by the ever living founs
tain, which tradition has consecrated with the name
of Joseph——or as he traversed that city, which erst
was marked with the foot-steps, and row perpetuates
the remembrance of the conqueror of antiquiry ;
now directing its more secret, but not less baneful
fuences, against the hospitable Asiatic, as unsusa

*‘pxcxous he wanders in the windings of Ispahan, At
one time, bending its course over the waves, towards
the Southern division of America—then turning with
scowling look and hideous aspect, and stretching
across the Isthmus, which divides us, towards this
free and happy country. E’cr yet this storm, which
the primal poet of Modern Italy would have desw
cribed, as of *“an accursed quality; of rain, cold,
heavy and frequent, with hail stones and slect, “nd
thick discolored snow, pouring down In torrents
through the darkened regions of the air.”’—E’er yet
it shall have burst upon us, we are once more per-
mitted, by Divine goodness, toassemblg, on this, the
patal day of our freedom, to mingle our cong{ratula-
tions, and to offer up our thanksgivings on this
joyaus event.

Witn what sensations, my counirymen, shal}
we approach to the celebration of rhis testival of
our nation? What are the recollections it is cal-
culated to excite ? What the emotions, iz ought to
inspire ? The celebration of this festival, is calculate
ed to recall to our recollection the toils and d fticul-
ties, by which our fore-fathers were assiiled, when
first they fanded on these, then desert and inhospita
able shores. It should renew the remenibrance
of the sublime and awful struggle of the revolution,
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which terminating in a successful resistance to Brit
ish tyranny, secured the blessings of freedom and
indeperdence, to three miilions of people—it should
revive the recollection of those illustrious sages and
herces, by the wisdom of whose counsels in the
cabinet, by the matchless bravery of whose exerw
tions in the field, it was attained and estabiifned.——
It should renew the remembrance of those principles
of Government, early adopted and steadily pursued
by our illustricous Washingion, to whem, under Hea-
veri, we are indebted for every blessing we enjoy,
and which have hitherte preserved us a fice and
happy people.

Tue celebration ofthis feftival, should infpir@
us with emotions, of warm and holy and ardent gra<.
titude to God, the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe,
who prompted our fore-fathers to fly from the op-
pressions of their native land, to erect on these
shores, the ftandard of civil and religious liberty—
who chei:shed us in our infancy—~—watched over cur
growing years——in the day of our tribulation, stretch-
ed forth his right arm, which was able and mighty
to save, and hath hitherto continued to us the blcs=
sings of peace, of freedom, and of independence.—
Under God, this occasion should inspire us with
gratitude to the sages, and heroes of cur revolution,
whether they now ¢ sleep the sleep of aeath,”’ orstill
Jive to bless and to proteét our country. This oc-
¢asion ought moreover to 1nspire us with emotions
of affectionate attachment, to our fellow-citizens
throughout the union. As members of che same
commion family, engaged in the same common cause,
and united by the samec common interest, the real
American patriot should experience for his brother,
the emotions of a sincere and undisguised attache
ment. e should banish from his heart, every op-
posing feeling. The rancorous animosity of party
shou!d ke hushed to silence—and in the midst of his
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gssemblied countrymen—in the presence of an ap<
proving God, he should renew his annual vow, tode-
vote himself, with disintereftedness and zeal, to his
country’s service.

Y You have thus fellow-citizens ! the outlines of
an address, which having been prepared in obedience
to your wishes, 1s now submitted to yoiir considera-
tion. |
MoRre than three centuries, have rolled away,
zince the immortal Columbus, after a toilsome and
perilous voyage, in which he had borne up with
matchles fortitude against the fury of the elements,
and the fhll more dangerous superstitions and rebel-
IBes spirit of his companions, first landed on the
shores of this new world. At the signal of land, tae
crews shout forth the joyful Te¢ Dewm, and kneeling
at the feet of Columbus; acknowledge with contri-
tion their ignorance and their ingratitude.—~He him-
self, holding in his right hand an unsheathed sword,
clad in the richest vesture of his country, and ac-
comparied by martial music, firft sat foot on the
shores of America ; and prostrate on the earth, in the
prefence of an astonished multitude, offeredup tothe
God of his fathers, the overflowings »¢ a heart, filled
with gratitude for the manifestation of divine favor,
in the succefsful termination of his grand and dar-
ing enterprife. ‘The powers of language would fail
in the attempt to reprefent to you the fenfations ex-
cited in the old world, on the annunciation of this
great event. He, who had hcretofore been confid=-
ered as a vifionary or an impoftor, was now received
amid the fhoucs and acclamations of thousands, who
joyfully haited him as the benefactor of mankind.
The itrong graip of avarice, heretofore reluctantly
loofened, to attord the fcanty means of his original
equipment, now f{pontaneoufly pours out its treasures
bofore him.  New armamentsaie made—new equip-
ments are fitted out, and Columbus 1eturns to extend
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his difcoveries and to perpetuate his fame. Wae pafs
over the earlier circumftances which attended the
general fettlement of America—The recollections of
this day naturally reftrict us to thofe which attach
themfelves to that portion of this vaft continent,
fince diftinguifhed by the appellation of the UNI [«
ED STATES.

JT was in the commencement of the seven-
teenth century, when on the accession of james the
first to the throne, the war with *pain had been
terminated, that Fngland afforded the first evidence
of a serious determination to colonize America.
More than twenty years before, Elizabeth had made
one fceble and abortive effort  The slendet colony,
planted by Sir Richard Grenville, in the Island of
Roanoke, few in number;, and unsupported by the
fostering hand of the parent country, soon dwind-
led into insignificance, and was shortly after aban-
doned. To James, was reserved the distinguished
honor of efrectually patronizing those exertions, which
laid the solid foundarion of the future glor) of Ame-
rica. Under his auspices were settled those tradts
of country, which were afterwards known by the
gencral names of Virginia and New-Enpland—of
the first settlers of which, relatively consideied, the
striking characteristics are, that tne former posses-
sed greater pecun ary resources, and were animated

with an ard.nt spint of enterprize—while the latter,
were marked in a stronger degree, with the patient
suffering of d fhicul ics, and an unconquerable deter-
mination to surmount them.  This characreristic of
the first sertlers of New~t ng'and, is sirikingly de-
picted in the terms in which their apphcaton for
lands 1s cencerved. A smuil sect of religious pera
sons, the democracy of whose rtendts concerning
Church Goverinient, had rendered them obnoxious
In - ngland, and i1 consequence of which they had
been compelled by persecution to take xcfugc n
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Holland—they thus describe their qualifications for
this adventurous undertaking—*¢ That they were well
weaned from the delicate milk of their mother coune
try, and inured to the difficulties of a strange land —
that they were knit together in a strict and sacred
bond, by virtue of which, they held themselves bound
to take careof the good of each other, and of the
whole—that it was not with them, as with other men,
whom small difficulties could discourage, or small
discontents, cause to wish themselves at home again.?”
Thus capacitated for the perils they were doomed
to encounter, let us in 1magination attend them in
their transit across the Atlantic. I will spare you
the pain of witnessing the last farewell of our an-
cestors, (0 those scenes where in infancy they had
delighted to dwell,  The God of nature has im-
planted in the bosom of every man, an unconquer-
able attachment to the spot, where he drew uninter-
ruptedly the first breath of infancy—an attachment,
which however it may for a while be suppressed by
the stronger pressure of individual misfortune, or.
abated in its generous ardor by the intolerance of
persecution—no misfortunes can destroy, no perse-
cutions annihilate. Under the influence of these
feelings, this little band, ir all not exceeding one
hundred and twenty persens, were seen to commit
themselves to the boson: of an unknown ocean, in
one solitary vessel, which alone their scanty resources
had enabled themto prepare. The moment of their
departure has arrived—The last interchanges of
affetion have becn made with their remaining re-
latives and friends—The sails are unfurled, and
the white cliffs of Britain gradually recede from
their view. Ah! my countrymen, think what anx—
ious emotions must have swelled in their bosoms,
when from the midst of the vast Atlantic, they
looked back with mournful retrospection to the

past, and turned with trembling apprehension to the
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future. But their confidence was in that God, to
whose servicethey had devoted themselves, with dis-
“inrerestedness and zeal.  Under his protecting guid-
ance they successfully terminated their voyage; and
on the 11th day of November. 1620, safely landed
in America. But why should I pain you with are=-
cital of the struggles of our infant colonies, assailed
at one time by disease, and now suffering under the
tortures of anticipated famine—now assaulted by the
ruthless tomahawk of a savage and unrelenting foe,
and now struggling with the machinations of the
factious and discontented. Under all these difiicul-
ties, these and the other colonies, which in process of
time were planted from St. Mary’s to the Lakes,
continued rapidly to increase in numbers and In
wealth. In the war, which was subsequently waged
by Great-Britain, against the combined powers of
France and Spain, they had an .active and distin-
guished share—and it has been remarked by an able
writer of our own country, that *“ at no period of
time was the attachment of the colonies to the moth-
er country more strong, or more general, than at the
conclusion of the peace of ’63.>> The attainment of
the great objects of the war, so interesting to them,
‘s had at length »een effected by the union of Brit-
‘ish and American valor. They had co-operated in
the same service—thcir blood had mingled in the
same plains, and the object pursued was common to
both people.’”” But the affectionate emotions which
the concurrence of these circumstances was naturally
calculated to excite, were doomed to a short and
transitory existence. A new era was now about to
arife, marked with events the most brilliant, ata
tended by consequences the most interesting, that
have ever dignificd or illumined the page of history.
It had ever been the favorite doctrine of the colo-
nies, one tco, which they contended was deeply en-
grafted in the British Constitution; that TAXA~
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TION and REPRESENTATION, should move

in concert ; and unrepresented as they were in the
British Parliament, they denied the right of that
body to tax them internally. At all times admit-
ting their liability, as an integral part of the em-
pire, to ca.tribute ina just proportion, to its gen
cial expenditure, they nevertheless contended with
“a force and earnestness of reasoning, which truth
always lends to the cfforts of her votaries, that
the right to impose the taxes, ewsential to this pur-
pofe, existed only in the colanial assemblies. The
reverfe of thic doctrine, had been so uniformly
maintained on the other side of the Atlantic, that
its exercife, was with them a question of expedien-
cy, rather than of right., At length there appear-
ed a British Minister, bold and daring enough to
conceive, and possessing sufficient influence with an
infatuared parliament, to procure the passage of a
resolution, declarative of an intention to act upon
this principle, in its fullest and most unlimited ex-
tent. Need I call to your recollection, the resolu-
tion for the imposition of stamp duties, or shall I
attempt to describe to you the sensations excited in
America, when in the fucceeding year, it acquired
the forceand eflicacy ofalaw. Considering it asgiv-
ing a dcath blow to the Constitution, as infl:cting
a vital wound upon the liberties of their country,
the colonies united in one general sentiment of de-
termined, and inflexible opposition. A congress
was assembled—!esolutions declaratory of their
rights were passed—Petitions for the repeal of the
act were forwarded to the King, and individual as-
fociations were fiamed at heme, whose obvious in-
tention it was to resist !t. But an utexpected cvent
gave a temporary relief to the apprehensions of our
countrymen. From causes unnecessary to be enqui-
red into, because unconnectcd with our subject, the
Grenville Administration gave place to a cabinet,
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at the head of which was the elder and illustrious
Pitt. This great and enlightened statesman as pos
itively refused to concede to the pride of the Brit-
ish parliament the right, as he had uniformly denied
the policy or expediency of this measure; and under
- his aufpices, and at his fuggeftion, the ﬁa'np act was
immediately and absolutely repealed. But with the
manifestations of joy which were exhibited in the
colonies on this event, sensations of an opposite
nature, were irrcsistibly mingied. The regulations
concerning trade, were scarcely less disgusting than
the stamp act, and moreover the late opposition to
parl:iament, had given to the existing parties, a
degree of strength consistency and acrimony, there-
tofore unknown in America, It was in the spirit
of these feelings, that the adt imposing duties on
Tea, Glass, Paper and Colors, was received by our
countrymen. Its annunciation, was the signal for the
renewal of an opposition, more determined and vio-
lent. Every where the American people manifested
emotions of the most lively and indignant resent-
ment.  kvery where they perccived in this mea-
sure, the same odious and abominable principle,
which had characterized the stamp act, varicd ona
‘ly by the necessary variety of the object to whicn
it was applied. With one general voice, they re-
monstrated to the throne, in the bold and maaly
language of fieemen, conscious cof their viclurid
rights, and resuluuly determined at every hazard
to defend them. Their remonstrances were un-
availing. The illustnious Pitt—the able and uni=
form advocate of the rights of the American peo-
ple, no longer guded the councils of this infatu-
ated cabinet.  Worn out with discase, and 1mpaa
tient of contradiction, in his latter years, he had
In a great measure compromitted his mcerest with
the nation, and jeopardizcd the brilliant reputation
of along lifc of glory. Both parties continued in=
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flexible, and the British Government resolved to ef.
fectuate by force, the establichment of a principle
which they could not otherwise maintain. It was in
pursuance of this intention, that a considerable mil-
nary force was gradually affembled at Bofton. Nor
were our countrymen wanting in their exertions, to
prepare the beft means of refitance in their power,
to the tyrannies, which oppreffed them. At length
arrived that ever memorable crifis, which gave to
the oppofition of thefe colonies, that marked and
decifive character, it was deftined to afflume. The
ftreets of Lexington, were wathed with the blood
of the free born fons of America. Nor did it vain
ly flow. To yourfelves I appeal ye early, and felf
devoted martyrs in the caufe of freedom-—lf from
the airy regions where you dwell, you are permit-
ted to converfe with mortals—f{ay—tell me—havg
you died in vain! Ng, No, my countrymen! At
L exington, was laid the corner ftone of that illuftri-
cus fabric of civil and religious liberty, which has
hitherto been, and by the blefling of God, fhall
long continue to be, the pride and boaft of Ameria
ca—the ecnvy and admiration of the world. The
fpirit to which that day gave birth, with the rapidi-
ty of lightning pervaded the American people. LEv-
ery where was to be seen the busy stir of preparation,
Old and young were every where to be seen hurrying
to the tented field, resolved to participate in the toils
and perils, and glories of the conflict. Ah! how
unequal that contest in which they were about to en-
gage—Great-Britain in the lusty vigor of manhood—
arrayed against Amcrica n the infancy of her
strength—Great-Britain, in the zenith of her power,
rich in military resources, with a numerous and
well disciplined army, commanded by brave and
veteran officers, and capable in a moment of bring-
ing the whole force of the nation to bear upon a sin-
gle point of action~America destitute ¢t resources
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for war, without money, without arms, without am.
munition, and without experienced military command-
ers, and incapable of bringing into action, the feeble
resources of her infant power. Deeply impressed
with the solemn conviction ofthese interesting truths,
here let us pause, while with emotions of the liveliest
gratitude, we turn to the great - upreme, whose mighty
arm was stretched forth in our behalf—Yes, my
countrymen! The standard of the God of battles was
unfurled—the banners of the ever living God, waved
in trivmph on the side of America. The foe beheld
itand trembled—He went out to battle, and was
confounded in the strengta of his power.

IT would fatigue your patience=~it would infi«
nitely exceed my powers, to attempt in detail, a nar-
rative of the brilliant events of this ever memorable
conflict. L.et the young warrior who delights in the
scciial ot the battles of the valiant, go to that spot
which is consecrated with the dear bought honors of
WARREN, and as he wanders over those heights,
which erst resounded with the noise of battle, terri-
ble ¢ as the last peal of the thunder of Heaven,”’ let
him listen to the story of the early valor of our coun-
. trymen—or let him pafs, O! illuftrious MONT-
GOMERY ! to the cold and dreary regions of the
North, where thou didst terminare in death, thy
fhort, yet glorious career. Let him turn with glow-
ing ardor to the defence of Sullivan’s 1fland, by the
gallant MOULTRIE, or trace with youthful en-
thusiasm the brilliant campaign of the Carolinas,
under the auspices of GRELENLE, the fecond favior
of his country—Nor forgotten be the atchievements
of GATLES, the hero of Saratoga—Nor thine, O
WAYNE, our gallant countryraan! But chief of
aii, great father of our country ! To thee illuftrious
WASHINGTON ! Let the young warrior turn with
cager, anxious, glowing admiration. Through the
long, tedious travail of thy glorivus ceourfe, let him
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enraptured view, that rare commixture of the great
and good, which in thy patriot bosom dwelt !

But let us turn my countrymen from thefe
glowing themes—Let us dire¢t our attention to the
milder, but not lefc decifive events of the cabinet.
Approach we to the contemplation of that illuftri-
ous era in the annals of Columbia,; whofe anniverfa<
ry we are this day affembled to celebrate. It was
not until our countrymen had exhaufted every means
of c nciliation—T1t was not until Great-Britain, in
the pride and infolence of her power had compelled
us to drink to the very dregs of the bitter cup of
humiliation, that the determination to fepara‘e theme
felves from the mother country, was feriously en-
tertained in the American Colonies. In the honeft
fiacerity of affecticaate attachment, they had laid
their grievances before the throne. To their breth-
ren of England, they had addrefled themfclves in the
firong and glowing lanpuage of men confcious that
freedom was their birth right, and refolutely decter-
mined at every hazard io defend it. Their expref-
fions of attachment were difrezarded—their remon-
ftrances were rejected with co:cempruous difdain,
Qutrage {uccecded to outrage—and oppreflion walk-
ed in the train of oppreflion—But torbearance has
its limits—and there 1s a point beyona which the
human mind naturally crect and independent, will
not ftvop to humiliation. The aflfembled wifdom
of America, looked with anxious folicitude to the
approaching crifis. At length that perioc arrived,
which left no alternative between the abject fub-
miflion of unconditional flivery, and that high and
impofing attitude, which the people of thefe States
were from that momint deftined 1o aflume. It was
indeed a crifis of awful and anxious expectation, but
the patriotifm of Amenca fhirunk not trom the con-
fiict.  The fages who then pretided 1n the ceuncils
of our country, appealing to an omnilcient God for
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the re&itude of their intentions, and tendering to
each other the mutual and folemn pledge of life, of
fortune, and of facred honor, proclaimed to an af.
tonithed werld, the illuftrious Declaration of our In-
dependence. Liften and admire the folemn annun-’
ciation !

[Here the Declaration of Independence, was
read by Joun Y. Noei, Efq.]

THE Orator then proceeded :—

SucH my countrymen, was the language of thofe
patriots who prefided in the councils of America, 1n
the davs, which tried men’s fouls. A new era now
breaks upon our view. Thefe infant colonies have
forever diffolved their connexion.with the mother
country. A great people, burfting the bonds which
had enchained them, have now aflumed to themnfclves
arank among the nations of the earth, It was in=
deed a fublime and interefting {pectacle.

Tur war of the revolution now exhibits a new
and widely different character. Great- Britain con-
tending for dominion— \merica for exiftence. Long
and arduous was the confli¢ct—but Heaven {miled
propitiously on the struggles of our countrymen, and
their glorious exertions were crowned with success.
Our Independence was folemnly acknowledged. and
the benign Goddefs of peace once more revifited
our defolated plains—But the liberties of America,
were not yet fixed on a firm and durable bafis. The
ancient confederation framed amid the heat and fury
of the confli¢t, was in many refpects incompetent to
the purpofes of government. During the continuance
of the war, 2 common intereft had united, becaufea
common and immediate peril, had menaced us—
but when the roar of hoftile cannon had ceafed in out
land, a thoufand jarring and difcordant pretensions,
were ufhered into view. ‘The pitriotic wifdom of
cur couatrymen, once more preferved us from im-
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pending danger. On the basis of mutual conces
sion, was framed that glorious charter of our rights,
the FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. This isthe
fecond era, of the glory of America. The illuftri<
ous Washingten, was unanimoufly called to preside
in the councils of our country. Behold my coun-
trymen ! this mol beloved of citizens, once more
c¢merging from the peaceful fhades of Mount Ver-
non, to embark the well earned reputationofa long
life of glory, on the tempeftuous ccean of a nations
cares. See him, as from the loftv eminence on
which a grateful people had placed him, he calmly
furveys the mighty profpect, which unfolds itfelf to
his view. He looks ro the fecond office of the re-
public, and recognizes in it an able and well tried
patriot of the revolution. He beholds affembled
in the deliberative branches, that ripened wifdom
which had conducted us in fafety, through the dark
night of our perils. He haftens to the exercife, of
the power of appointment, conftitutionally commit=
ted to his charge. The great concerns of the depurta
ment of ftate, fo interefting to the welfare of Ame-
rica, are commited to the extenfive political {cience
of Mr. Jefferton, the reward of his former fervices—
an incitement to new efforts for the public weal. To
snatch from impending ruin, the public credit of the
nation, almoft exhautted in the ftruggle which had
given birth to our infant republic, the attention eof
our illuftrious chiet was directed to Alexander Ham-
ilton, the carly and conftant companion of his revo=
lutionary toils—** a man eminently adorned with
natural gitts and endowments, and folemnly marked
out and elccted to his great office.” The fubjects
which were conneted with it *“ he faw by the power
of his mind—he comprehended them by his under-
ftanding, and by his manly eloquence, lie caft a
matchlefs brightnefs upon them.””  tThe high con-
cerns of the miliary department were coniided to
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the veteran Knox--and the office of Attorney--Gen.,
eral was entrufted to Mr. Randolph, who was'then
rich in the confidence, and had oft times been hon-
ored with the dignities of his native ftate. Thus
organized was the executive branch of the govern-
ment, while the judicial department was brought
into operation, under the aufpices of the moft proa
found and able jurifis in America. It was a union
of character, and talent, framed under the influence
of pubiic opinion, on the bafis of intrinfic worth,
Fow interetting would be the contemplation of the
progrefs of a government, thus embarked under the
guidance of wifdom, and influenced only by love of
country—fupported by the patriotifm, and cherithed
by the affections of three millions cf people. De-
Lightful taik ! in which the appropriate limite of this
addrefs, forbid us to indulge. Already has that
poition of your aztention, which has been {o kindly
afforded, admonifthed me that it is time to bring
thefe obfervations to a clofe. A few fhort confide-
rations remain to be offered to your view. They are
prefenred to you in the honeft integrity of a heart,
fincerely devoted to the wcliare of our common
country,

WE havearrived at an awful and solemn crifisin
the hiftory of man-—we are doomed te witness a
ccurfe of cvents, which are without a precedent in
the annals of antiquity-—and which pofterity will
contemplate with mingled emotions of wonder and
regret. JTwo great and rival powers contending for
empire, are {teadily purfuing a conflilt, more exten-
{ive in 11s operations, more varied inthe mode of 13
profecution, than any which has hitheito atflicted the
habitable globe. Bencath its delolatuing blait, the
faireft portion of Europe has alrcady funk down, in
the bitternefs of political deatih.  Weal{v, my coun-
trymen, have becoine the objedts of its unrelenting
fury. Wehavesoughtto deprecate its wrath, through
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the medium of negociation, and our pacific over
tures have been rewarde] by the multiplied renewal
of aggr;etﬁon. We live at a period, when the prin<
ciples of the natural and the national law, are nolon-
ger confiered obligaery among nations—when the
{cales of eternal juftice have been dafhed in pieces,
by the exterminating fword of the conqueror, and
lawlefs violence and rufhan outrage, have defiled the
inmoft recefles of the national temple, where meek
eyed benevolence, and even handed juftice, once de-
lighted to dwell. 1a the firft moment of the thock,
we have almoft funk beneath its influence;  We have
ceafed to hold intercourfe with the world—our com-
merce has been abandoned—and agriculture, its hand-
maid, droops in our land. At this folemn and in-
terefting crifis, when the nation, paufing in her
courfe, deeply meditates the means of avoiding the
rocks and quick-sands, which furround her—In this
hour of peril, what are the duties which we owe to
the republic? 1iften to the warning voice of the
departed father of our country !-~-¢¢ Cherifh the unity
of government ! 1t is a main pilar in the edifice of
your real independcnce—the fupport of your tran-
- quility at home—of yo- r peace abioad—of your fafe-
ty—of your profperity—of that very liberty you fo
~highly prize.”*  Inan elpecial manner exert your-
~felves to reprefs ** the baneful effects of the fpirit of
party. The alternate dominaiuon of one faction
over another, fharpeued by the {pirit of revenge, na-
tural to party diflenfion, which 1n different ages and
countries, has perpetr.ted the moft horrid enormities,
is in itfeif a frigntful defpotifin.  The diforders and
mifeties which refult, gradually incline the minds of
men, to {eck fecurity and repofc, in the ab{ulute power
of an individual—and fooncror later the chief of fome
prevailing faction, morc adle or more fortunate than
his competitors, tuins this difpofition to the purpofes
of his own elevat.on, onthe ruins of public Liberty.””












