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AN ORATION, &e.

————D 3 GR—

Friends and Fellow Cilizens—

Your request, while it eonferred on me an honor and a
distinetion which were equally unlooked for and unmerited,
imposed also a duty which ro distrust I might have felt of
my ability to discharge it properly, ecould anthorise me to ne-
glect. And indeed, if there be a subject which ean animate
and inspire the speaker; or an auditory whose presence eam
encourage and embolden him, I shall have but little to dread
on the present oceasion ; for my theme is the happiness, the
glory, the independence of my country ; and my hearers are
my countrymen, my townsmen, my friends.

The event we have this day met to eelebrate, eonsidered
in itself, or in the events whieh have flowed from it, has mo
parallel in the histery of the world. Other nations have, it
is true, had their revolutions, some of which have even been
boasted of, as glorious 2ud happy, But tracing these baek
to their causes, marking them in their progress, and contem-
plating them in their eonsequenees it may be confidently as-
serted that ours is still unrivalled. 1t did not take its rise in
partial or loeal feeling ; in the spirit of mereantile monopely
or individual ambitien ; in seetarian amimosity or baronial
pride, or vulgar envy. It was net nursued in cruelly and big-
otry ; it did not end in the substitution of one superstition
for another, or in the mere ehange of tyrants. Wid: us, an
entire people having borne and endured while their burdens
were supporiable or endurencze possible, at length arose in
the majesty of their strength ; threw off the fetters of colo-
nial bendage, and assumed the pori and bearing of freemen.
But no excess stained the purity of their cause, no persecution
tarnished its lustre. They did not render it hateful by their
inhumanity, or- contemptible by their fickleness or frivolity.
After success their emergies were never spent and wast-
cd in wild and waaton barbarities ; nor, after defeat, did they
sink into weak aud powerless despondency. With a modera-
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tion in prosperity equalled only by their fortitude under ad-

verse circumstances, they advameed sedately,. calmly : but
firmly steadil> towards their glorious ohjeet, the indepen-
denee of a fourth part of the earth. But not even here ; not on
the American continent de the eomscquenees of this day’s de-
claration end; the whole world will have felt the influence of
our example. The deelaration of our independenee must form
am erain the histery of man. The period of its proemulgation
was (hat at which the shaekles fell from the nuuan MiIND.
Skackles imposed and fitted by ariful tyranay, and weleomed
and riveted by ignerant eredulity ; which the simple wearer
was taught to hug to his breast, though the iron entered his
beart ; that time strengthened instead of destroying ; that the
rust of ages sanetified and secured instead of easkering and
comsuming. At the sound of the trumpet which proelaimed
eur independenee, the modern miracle was witnessed of strong
buiit walls erumbling and falling ; not, indeed, to admit the
vietor to slaughter, but that the imprisoned mind might pass

vut to freedom. At that moment it commeneed its mareh to-

wards the bright geal it is destined to attain. It is ia vain
that ebstacles oppese it : the mightiest river that mingles
with the oeean has been at first fretted im its eourse by roeks
or shoals. 'The spirit of emancipation is still alive and aec-
tive, in defianee of foerce and fraud, ef royal eoalitions. or pa-
pal or archiepiseopal fulminations. On this continent among
our brethreu of the South, the work ef liberty is rapidly ad-
vaneing. And even inthe old world, in despite of the unholy
league of despots, though hidden, it is still in progress : and it
will never pause, until a general and a rational pelitical free-
dom and a liberal toleration in religion shall be buiit up over
the fragments of those petty tyrannies, civil und eeclesiastical.
inte whieh the fair globe that Providence bestowed upon his
creatures, bas been divided and parcelled out.

It has been customary, fellow eitizens, on simiiar occa-
sions, to call your attention to a review of those aets and de-
signs of the mother coun!ry which drove her colonies into re-
monstrance, resistance, rcbellion, revolutioa ; her insulting
pretentions, her insidious artifices, her oppressive tyranny :
And, notwithstanding that they are portiens ef our bistory
with whieh none of you sire unaequainted, it is fit ikst on the
retura of this anniversary ihey houid be brought freshivand
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vividly to your reeollections. Bat permit me to pass thém
over : they are recited in the immeortal produetion whieh you
have just heard read with a felness and 2 faithfulness which
makes reetition unaceessary ; and witha vigor and » warmth
which woald render amplification celd, feeble, and spirit-
less. :

The culogyof these whose wisdom and whese valor wateh-
ed over our rights and redressed our wrongs, would form a
topic that might be interminably dwelt on. But wiic shall
attempt their eulogy, with a hape of adding a single beam to”
the brightness of their fame. Their virtves and their deeds
are familiar to every Ameriean whois worthy of that same :
they are the study of the statesman and the soidier, and the
deligbt and admiration of every class of citizenss All that
praise, speaking the language of sober truth, ean bestow ypon
them, is already theirs. Had they flourished at a darker pe- -
riod of the world, many ages would not have elapsed, before
history might doubt whether such virtnes bad belonged to-
mere humanity ; while poetry, and painting, and seulpture
with the liecensc of the genius of the time, would eagerly
have ¢levated them (o the rank of immortals.

An assembly so august, so enlightened, seo virtuous, as the
Congress from whom emanated the declaration we now re-
joiee in, never before met in deliberation. And we must
thank a beneficent Providence for this his admirable adap-
tion of the means to the end ; for never before has such an
assembly been required, and at that time such an assembly
only could have been eempetent to fulfi! his great design, of
shaping out anew the destinies of man, In that luminious be-
dy were eoneentrated, as in a focal point, from every quarter
of the confederation, the light of intellect and the fire of pat-
riotism. And had there been less wisdom, less inflexible vir-
tue there, without a doubt, our liberties had been saerificed.
For it was surrounded and assailed by eomplaint and elamor,
that they deliberated ; the press teemed with libeis on their
proeeedings ; corruption tried the power of gold ; the igno-
rant and the timid were worked upon and used by the agents -
of the enemy, the well-affccted but mistakenly-pious trembled
in lifting the parricidal hand against the parent eountry ; and
many of the wise and good, whe were willing to contend for
. T e g -meng VT s’ Pracucability
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final separation from Great Britain. Bat our sages rightly
judged that such a separation alone could save us: and with
all the eertain evils of a lengthened conflict full in view ; with
all the hazards their sagacity coald not but perceive, they
taok the decisive step. Calm in the midst of tarbulence, un-
shaken though encompassed by the wavering; collected dig-
nified, godlike, they sent forth the aweful protestation which
severed the globe and changed the fate of empires.

And nobly were the efforts of our statesmen seeonded and
supported by our warriors of the revolution. It was theirs
to encounter more than the common dangers of war, to en-
dure more than the ordinary privations and fatigues of the
campaign. The face of the eountry was in many parts wild
and uncultivated, the population widely dispersed and tamted
with fear and disaffcetion, the government was searcely or-
ganized, ihe treasury was empty. Under these circumstan-
ces a well appointed, a powerful and a practiced enemy, inva-
ded the land on the side of the Atlantie, while his savage aux-
iliary, promot and expert as cruel and ferocious, was let loose
on our defenceless inland frontier. And who were to mecet and
to contend with those invaders! The honest yeoman, the in-
dustrious artizan, called hastily from his plough or his peace-
ful occupation. It was these formed the body of our foree;
and they were led by officers unused as themselves to the
hardships of the eamp, and almost as unexperienced fn the
scicnce of war. Without pay, almost without elothes, ofien
witheut food, those heroes sustained a seven year’s warfare.
They feught, were overpowed and seattered, but rallied and
fought again. Their unconquered spirit rose fresh and vi-
gorous, even from disaster and defeat.  To them climate of-
fered no change ; the season no vicissitude wiich was not met
with cheerfulness; whether they pitched their tents in the
dank and deadly marcit of the ssuth, or picreed the unexplo-
ved wiiderness to the {razen vezion of the north.

Suei, fellow citizeas, were our sol-iiers of the revolutien.
Ans, be it beard as it is syoken. with an hoaest pride. such
were the mea who, in the memoradie winter of 774, left,
with the ardor and alacrity of genuine volunteers. all the
warm comforts of their home, anid :narcied from this city
at the invitation of danger. Can any one forget the history
of that eventful time, when the inost sanguine trembfed, and



















