Inportance of Education,

*t LUSTRATED
IN AN
'O R ATTI ON,
DELIVERED BEFORE THE

TRUSTEES, PRECEPTORS & STUDENTS

OF
Feiceter Academy,

FOURTH or JULY, 1806;

At opening of a New BuiLpine for the-tse of that SEmMiNaRY,

.

Br Rev. AARON BANCROFT.

PUBLISHED B3} REQUAST OF THE CORPORATION.

— — — = ==
WORCESTER :
PRINTED BY THOMAS & STURTAVANT.

llllllllllllll
..............




Rev. Mr. SUMNER’s ADDRESS.

Ox tlic morning of the 4th July, 1806, the Corporation of
Lerc.+32x Acsrexy met to open a New Building for
the use of that In:itution. The TrusTEEs, PRECEPTOES
and StrpesTs furmed in procession, and proceeded to
take possession of the Edifice, upon which tl:e Rev, Mr,
SuMnER, Presicent of the Academy, delivered the fol-
jowing" ADDRESS to the Students and Spectators.

———p O @

ON the 23d. of March 1784 Leicester
Academy was established by the Government of
this Commonwealth for the purpose of diffusing
useful knowledge, an¢i the promotion of virtue and
true piety. Soon after the Charter :vas ;ranted, the
seminary was openedand was in aflourishing condition
until the want of energy in the confederation of the
U. States, and the tumults that existed in this State,
so far destroyed public credit, as to render the resour-
cesof this Institution unproductive, and for a time
it was shut up; and so it must have remained had
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it not *.z = for the exertions of individuals, and par-
ticularly of the Inhabitants of Leicester. By means
of which it was kept alive, until the Federai Con-
stitutic was framed, and the Federal Government
established, which restored public credit, and of
course revived wiis instituticn ; since which time it
has prospered, and many have here been tramned up
tc take active, and useful parts upon the stage of
life ; many have been furmished to become 1nstruct.-
ors of private Schools, others have been prepared
to enter upon professional studies, and not a few
have been fitted to become members of Colieges and
Universities. When a new building was found
pecessary for the accommodation of the Precep-
tors and Students, angd the funds were judged com-
petent to the expense, it was undertaken. On
the 14th of May 1805, the Corner Stone of this
Edlifice was laid, since which time, this superstruct.
ure has been erected thereon—convcenient and suf
ficiently elegant ; of which we this day take posses-
sionforthe use of this Academy, agreeably tothe cha:-
ter. Weadd our ardert wishes, that itmay long stand,
and be an extensive blessing for ages yet to come—
a pure fountain, from which may issue such streams
asmay gladden the hearts of the pious and goed—
that the most useful knowledge may hac Le faith.
fully communicated, according to the age and ca-
pacity of the students, and by thcm as carefully
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pursued—that the purest principles of virtue, piety
and true religion, may be here inculcated, and con-
scientiously practised—that the proficiency of the
present members,and others who may succeed them,
may be prcportionate to their advantages and accord-
ing to the just expectations of Parents and Friends—
that these walls may never be abused, by unnec-
essary defacements ; espeically that they never be
made a covert to vice, and wickedness—but that
the knowledge and fear of the true Gop, be here
promoted and maintained, to the latest period
of time.

Let us now go into the house of the Lozp and
there offer our praise and thansgiving for the smiles
of Heaven upon this institution, and the success that
has attended the erecting of this building ; at the
came time by prayer an:] supplication commend this
seininary to the divine benediction, and atiend to
the nnportance of Education.




KEV. v4rR. BANCROFT’s ORATION.

IN the pleasing excereises of this morn-
ing the oration was originally assigned to the princi-
pal instructor of the Academy. He declined the
service, and it has unhappily devolved on me.—
Whiie I regret that the ultiinite appointment of the
Corporation had not been directed in a different
manner, it becomes my indispersable duty to ad-
dress this respected audience on the sabject of ed-
ucation.

The importance of educaticn will appear from
every view, in which it can e contemplated.. The
difference between men resulting from education i€
much greater than that which arises from endow-
ments of nature. What dispr sportion between the in-
tellectual capacity of the man, who has extensively
cultivated the field of science, and that of the mere
child of the earth, who is. ignorant of ¢ very thing but
the purposes of animal life! Cultire unfolds the
powers of the human mind und displays the facul-
ties of hiim, who by the inspiration of the Almighty
posesses understanding. Tothemar of an improved
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inind natureunfolds her secretoperations, and presents
her richest treasures ; he possesses unfailing sources
of pleasing reflectionand moves in anextended sphere
of benevolent action. From earth he rises to heaven,
attains to worthy apprehensions of the character and
government of God, understands his moral relations,
and rightly conceives of his immortal destination.

The effects of education are still more impor-
tant upon the mcral, than the intellectual nature of
man. This disciplines his passions, purifies his
temnper, and refines his manners. It gives useful
direction to the sensibilities of the human heart, and
forms the soul to an habit of wvirtue. By it, are we
fitted to sustain the offices, and to participate in the
endearments of domestic and social life. On its
influence must we depend to form the kind neigh-
bor, the good citizen and the pious and charitable
christian. By wise methods of moral education,
may we expect to be fitted for a life of continued im-
provement in knowledge and of attainments in virtue,
when the distinctions of this world shall be lost, and
all the monuments of human ingenuity be oblitera-
ted.

Under the impressions, which our subject is
calculated to make, do we not dwell with veneration
and gratitude upon the memories of our first New-
England Ancestors ? The European settlers of our
sountry, under all the dangers and embarrassments
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with which they were encompassed, felt a rational
solicitude for their posterity. Being separated from
the improvements of the old world, and having di-
rect intercourse only with the savage of the wilder-
hess, they perceived the danger, to which their de-
scendants were exposed, of falling into a state of ig-
norance and barbarism, and they exerted strenuous
cfforts to preserve them from the fatal evil, and to ren-
der them the worthy repositories of the invaluable
inheritance, which they hoped to transmit. To
their piety and patriotism ‘are we indebted for the
early foundation of a College, for our liberal and ju-
dicious plan of schools in incorporated towns, and
for the general system of our literary and religious
institutions. Time, which tests all things, has prov.
ed the wisdom and efficacy of the measures of their
adoption. |

Look down, ye revered spirits, from the abodes
of the blesse?, and behold the fruits of your toils and
hazards. Your Newtown school has grown into
Harvard University, which embraces the whole cir-
" cle of science. Your Western border is illuminated
by a Literarv seminary of encreasing splendo,
and usefulness. On the shores of Maine, under
favorable auspices, arises a College, which promis.
es to disseminate knowledge and virtue through a
populous district, which will soon claim the honor

ofan independent stite.  Various Humane societies
B





































