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SERMON.

HEBREWS, xii. 2.
«* Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our Jaith ; who_
for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despinng
the shame, and is set doxcn at the right hand of the throne of God.”

BY casting an eye on the context, it is at once
discovered, that the design of the Apostle was to
induce his christian brethren to stedfastnessand per-
severance in the christian profession. That he
might the better succeed in this most lJaudable at-
tempt, he sets before them certain characters as ex-
amples. He adverted to Abraham, ¥saac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, &c. and finally, he comes to Jesus,
as the chief of ali, as to a perfect directory.

Much might be said on the great propriety of
the Apostle’s method here observed. Nothing 1s
more serviceable in pointing out the duties involv-
ed in any profession, nor is there any thing more
powerful to incite {c the performance of such du-
ties, than example. The examples set forth in the
context, seem admirably calculated to give us just
conceptions of the real object of the christian dis-
pensation, the duties incumbent on its votaries, and
the reward held out to induce the professor to
faithfulness.

The design of this Sermon, as a distinct object, is
to settle a qquestion respecting the great influential
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object held outas a reward for christian labours and
chritian sufferings.

It is amost reasonable thing, that a reasonable
reward should be expected for services of all kinds,
and it is equally as absurd to expect faithfulness in
ourseires or in others, without the expeciation of
an adequate reward, as it is to promise ourselves
a compensation for services infinitely greater than
such services can merit.

Should the labourer, whom you might employ,
absurdly calculate,tbat at the close of day Le should
be put in possession of your whole estate, as a nght-
eous compensation for his day’s work, he would, no
doubt, be offended, should one inform him that no
such reward would be allowed for his services.
And it is evident, that his absurd calculation, in
this case, is the cause of his disappsintment. 1f he
had been reasonable in his expectaiicns, he would
bave been satisfied with a compensation proporiion-
ed to his services. So, when christian professors
promise themselves immortality and eternal life, as
a recompence for their labors in the cause of reli-
gion, they prepare themselves to be disappointed.
They infinitelv overrate their work. Nor will they
at once be satisfied by being told, that though their
good works can never merit the expected reward,
vet shall they receive a reasonable compensation
for all their services and for all their sufferings;
and moreover, that what they had expected as a
compensation for their work, they have as a gift of
God ; not because they merit it, but because it was
the will of our Heavenly father {o give unio us
eternal life in his son. The reason why this infor-
mation is not satisfactory is, because if works can-
not merit immortality a: eternal life, and if God
has been graciously pleased to give mankind this
invaluable inheritance in Christ Jesus, then those
who have no good works to recommerd them, are
-qual heirs with themselves.
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This is too humiliating. "What, shall our wicked,
unbelieving, unconverted, unregeneratzd neighbors
be clothed in the beautiful robes of immortality,
and shine as brilliantly in the righteousness of God
in the eternal world as we? We who have borne
» the burden and heat of the day, we who have been
regenerated and born of the spirit, who have be-
lieved 1n Jesus and laboured in his cause, are we to
be placed on a level with these spiritually blind,
bhalt, and leperous? Could we be persuaded iato
this belief, we would at once forsake the religion of
Christ, his divine commands we would treat with
utter neglect, our sinful propensities should all be
gratified, and sensual indulgence should be onr
constant employ. The sabbath, the sanctuary, the
holy services of devotion would,be all beaeath our
notice, there would be left no inducement to deny
ourselves and to bear the cross of Christ. In one
word, if ycu take away the awful penalty of eternal
punishment for unbelief and sin, we would not be-
lieve in Jesus nor would we obey his laws. The
substance of all this, my brethrep, is constantly held
up and earnestly contended for by the professed
enemies of the faith we profess, and the holy voca-
tion to which we have been called. The forego-

ing insinuations are practiced on minds naturally
feeble and habitually timid ; the fond, the pious
matron 1s told, that if the dreadful penalty of end-
less punishment be not enforced on the minds of
ber sons and daughters, she bas no right to expect
them to be either religious or virtuous. It is con-
tended that this penalty is an indispensible requisi-
ticn, 1n the cause of religion and m«:rality, and that
to deny it is to open the door of impiety, and eve-
ry sinful practice.

Let us ask the question, whether the author and
finisher of our faith undertook the work of man’s
redemption, whether he faithfully laboured and
suffered in this cause under the penalty of eternal
condemnation. Did he behold in his adorable faih-
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er a lowaiing vengcance which threatened his eter-
nal banislinent from hiz father and his God, if he
refused the mighty uadertaking? It can hardly be
nccessary {o explain hew this question relates to
our subject. The bearer already discovers that if
such a penalty was not necessary in the commence-
ment of {his ministration, it cannot be in the prose-
cutionof it ; if it was unnecessary to induce the
czptain of our salvation, why is it necessary to en-
gage the disciple !

Surely it was not to purchase his father’s love,
that the son of God, condescended to become
poor, that we through his poverty might be made
rich, for this he fullv possessed before. The testi-
mony cf the father is. * This is my beloved son n
whom | am well plcased.” Not to purchase eter-
nal glory, hife and immortality did Jesus un-
dertake the work of man’s salvation ; for of all
this was he an heir before the foundation of the
world. Never did the blessed redeemer inform his
disciples that the dreadful penalty of everlasting
destruction lay before him; and that to avoid the in-
discribable catastrophe he must do the whole work
of him who sent him. And as be zave no intima-
tion of any such penalty for himself, so he never
made usze of it asa mean to induce any one 1o be-
come his disciple, or fo coutinue faithful to his
cause.

But why was this penalty unnecessary 1o engage
the captamn of our <alvation, to undertake, and to
proseciite ¢ilectually our redemntion? Answer:
the love which Le had for our <inful world, was suf-
ficient {5 induce hiin to give himself a ransom for
allmen. Ifit he an undeniable maxim with the phi-
losoph:-r, that iz accounting for any of the phenom-
ena of nature, no inore cauge should ever be sought
than what is adegaate {o the effect, may we not
with equal propricty conicnd, that if we have found
a suffi-ieni cau-« for any of the divine phenomena
of the dispensation of grace, we expose ourselves
lo err by secking after othier causes in the regions


































