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ODI TO FREEDOM,

L.
OME, oW ye free-born Sons of light,

Comz, 1om our jovful lays

Adore the Gad of matehlets might,

And praife the God of grace.
Il.

He lieard our pravers and our compliints,

When under Britain’s yoke 3
heir hands made weak, their hearts did faint,

And thus our chains were broke.

iR
No more beneath th' oppreflive hand
Of tyranny we grean ;
Behold a fmiling, happy land,
That Freedons calis her own.

IV.
This day we celebrate ae thine,
Who brought our Liberty 3
We'll hand it fafe throughout Old Time,

'f'o our pofterity.

V.
Our Riglits and Priviieges we'll fuan,
Shun vice of ev'ry name ¢
And all the foes of th' Rights of Man
We'll try to put to thame,

VI
And when we drop thefe ar’ual days,
And feaft no mare on earth,
We'll go to fing eternal pruife,
To miM who vave thun bicch
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ORATION.

ROM the days of remote antiquity, undoubted affur-

. ance is given, not only of annual celebrations of cer

tain momentous events, but alfo of the divine inftitution of

- them. But in what hiftory, ancient or modern, s that event

recorded, which renders an annual ceicbration more juft,

than that which plunged the monarchical lion of oppreflion

from the pinnacle of power, fixing in his heart the deadly

dart of defpair, and liberating millions from bis mercilefs
+ paw, declaring them INDEPENDENT ?

Men, Brethren and Fathers,
Thank God, it is not the birth-day, no1 coronafica-day-
o{ 2 fprant that we meet in celebrate, but that it is the dq'y,
the birth-day of our national liberty that we hail in gratefal
feftivity. A day, on which the ftretched out arm of Omnip-
otence divided the mighty waters of oppreflion before our
fathers and put them in poflesiion of the invaluable inlerit-
ance of that ficred liberty, which we, their defcendants, this
moment enjoy. Yes, that goodly poffeflion which gives fat-
isfaltion to the veteran foldier, yet alive, who facrificed eve~
ry thing but his courage and honor to obtain it. |

This day, my countrymen, brings many things to cur re-
membrance, which, if recited, muft caufe the heart of hu-
manity to groan and the éyc of fenfibility to weep ; vet, there
is 2 fublime fatisfa€tion conncCted with thofe reflections, when
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the confequcnccs arifing from thofe caufes are fet before 18
and their excellences feen.

Here the weak voice of hefitation whifpers pretended cay-
tion, faying, ¢ Open not thofe wounds which we truft are
almoft healed ; let the lamb lic down with the lion, if dif-
poled, and forbid it not.”” But is there a fingle American,
who enjoys the bleflings of liberty and a free _govcmmcnt:,
who has loft fight of thofe caufes which produced thofe blef-
fings, or that would banifh them from Lis memory, or keep
them from the knowledge of his children ?

When the lion clothes himfelf with the rich fieece of the
famb and pofiefies his difpofition alfo, their prefent difference
fhall not be mentioned to keep them afunder 5 but as long as
the lion remains carnivorous, put not the lamb with in his
power.

It is needlefs for the Orator of the moment to give an hif~

torical account of thofe events which attended the feparation

of thefe United States from Great Britain, as this hiftory is

before your eyes. Neither do I conceive it ufeful to fet bey

fore you the particular patriotifm and before unknown hero-

ifin whick appeared on the theatre of that war, or the names
co

= the immortd) herocs who have left a deathlefs fqme bt‘l nd

them, as all thele things are trefh m your memory, and huve

beer, Ly able writers, better exemplified than the abilities ¢f

the {peaker would permir him to do 5 and yet, reference may
be had to thofe particalars, in order to malkc my communi-

cmons moere caty.

Had the cafe been fo, that Great Dritain had exercifed no
power but that which juftice weuld allow towards her cole-
- mies in America, thofe colonies could not have been juftidied
‘in oppoling {uch exercife of power.  Again, if a wrong ule
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of power did aftually exift, it muft fuppofe a certain right in
the people of the colonies which was violated. It is proper,

.n, for us to feck this right and know in what it confifts 3 5
for if the people of thefe coionies did then poflefs a right be-
yeud that which the Sovercign qave, or acknowledged, then
it is a fact, that men have {uch right when deftitute of a fov-
ereign ; and if the aft of {overcignty, encroaching on fuch
right, juftifies the fubjet ia oppofing his fovereign, * s fair
argument to fay, men have a juft caufe to oppofe every ..ing
which operates to difpoflefs them of that right,

Our firft queftion then is, what right are men poffefled of
that is not a grant of legal power or fovercigaty ? Anfwer,
whatever is granted by the gifr of creation to an individual,
- eannot poflibly be the right of ancther, neither i¢ it in the
nature of juftice, that any man fhould be deprived of any
blefling granted Lim by his Creator, unlefs he make fo wrong
an ufe of thefe gifts as to deprive others of thein, in which
cafe, judgment, proceeding from his own lips, is againft him.
A man’s life and liberty, with every faculty of bedy and
mind, are his unalienable rights, given him by his Creatcr

wht alorlc has a right to takg them away.  Acain, whatev-
er property or enjoyment a man procures for himitlf, and al
the means by which he acquires them, wre his own unaliena-

ble rights, over which arother con inve po uft control.

A ) 1 . ‘,‘,Y,‘ (._ .
3dly. A Lelied of o oclidions utere, and inode of Wor-

ﬂnppmg nis Creator, is o man's own individual sight 5 and of

[
he differs {rom every other perfon in the world, it i3 as much
his right to difier {rom thems, as it is their right to differ
from him ; he is acconntable to his God, and {o are they.

C

This view of man and of his rights, is a diftinlt view of
hum in an div wual capacity, without a regular form of gov-
i:'rmncnt.
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© We fhall next confider what government can poihbly grow
from principles which we have feen,

All human governments, or the neceflity.of human laws,
grow from the wickednefs and weaknefs of individuals. If
no man were difpofed to rob his fellow creature of his rights,
the guardian fword of civil authority would be neadlefs. But
if you give the civil authority power to rob its fubie&s of thofe
rights which an individual ought not to take from yor the
remedy is worfe than the difeafe.  One principle of right, in
all cafes, is to part with nothing that is your own, unlefs you
have its worth in return. Then as government muft be a
creature of man, let it be fuch a creature 25 will anfwer the
purpofe for which it is made. We know it to be impoflible
for government to exift, unlefs the authority of faid govern-
ment has a control over the individuals of community.
Therefore, power muft be inveitzd in the hands of rulers
but where of right muft this power come from ¢ Anfwer,
from the individuals who find themfelves in want of this
creature, and who combine o create the objet of their mu-
tual wants. Then {till keep this economy ir vizw, that you
give no more than you receive. Do you give power to the
ruler to control you ? Then be {ure to pofiefs yourfelf of pow-
er at the fame time to coutrol him.  The power of the ruler
is to control you enly when you would otherwife exercife your
individual power te the damage of others ; and when the ru-
ler would do the fame, he ought, c: right, tc be controled,
Abfolute uncoatrolable power ¢an, cf right, belong to no
being to LkaLifé over another, except it be that ungreated
unerring Being, who governs for no ather, purpof# than. of

making his fubjects happy. ’

We may now determine whether Great Britain exercifed
o rightecns or ~n unriphrcous power over her colonics 1o A-
wericyy, o p0fition to wios produced our dndesndence. The

























































