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THF D.y which u:hces in a great na-
vonzl blessing, ouaht d!‘u.\ s o be romembered with
juv and 'r".:'uJ;. Our nuture teaches us to ftamp
it deep on the memory, and never suffer the im-
pr.ssion to be effaced.  Its remembrance ouzht to
excite erotiors, grateful, {wect and joyous to the
soul.

I'\*Dzs—. the impulse of this principle, permit me

1

to iclicitate you on anera, the mofl britliant and
sp}u 1210 10 the annals of fame ;—the return of ano-
ther anviver.arv of our country's frecdom. Wi
pieasure I vicw this assembly pr'\,sc;'“mg themselves

-
]

in this temple, and bowing the kace at the aliar of
liberty. 1,!:[ the nnaginuidon tochke an excursives
flight, and survey five inillions of cur brethrer,this
diy, ard panapsat this hour, surrounding the altars
of their Gon and thetr Country, and Breatning the
most iively cffuddans of joy and grutitade. Ty
a proud day f?>r America.  Qun thisday, she i': "',;

raatly foresokothe humble station of a dependant
colny, and sscended her proper clevation of rang
armaon: e empires of the w or.d G tints day, tie
revercd fatiers of curland, insciemn cosnct!y dold-
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Iv declared usindependent and free.®*  On this day,
the all protefling Genius of Columbia triumphantly
earoled her on the brighest page in the register of
fame. A strugsle so noble ; a contestso unequal ;

«h event so "¥onou* will alwas excite the most
hvelvoand lasting impressions, You who have seen
the curtain mise, the great drama unfolded, and (he
1a{l scene closed, need aot the aid of description 1o
recaql it to remembrance. But posterity will de-
demand it.  Let the story be enasraven with the
rea of trith on tables of brass, and rreming
down threuzh along range of poasteritv.  Let itap-
pear in Incciible characters to urborn millions.
This wiil be done.  Tre faithful page of history
wiil comain the record. It will there appear, that
the revolution in this couniry was “righteous in

4

principle, humane 1n progress, and successful in

Ithas oficn beentold us, that our Fathers sought
thcss shores as an asvium from the fangs of persecu-
tion,—that they braved the dangers of the ocean,
ond the scverities of an inclement scason,—ihat
they struggled with famine and pestilence,—that
rerseverance, indusiry, and bravery atlength safe-
lv established them in this new world,—that the un-
warrantsblz, and vexatious protentions of our par-
ent country, tore us asunder, and a mighty empire
was founded.  This interesting chain of events
forms a prominent {earre in the political history of
America. A sertes of events, with which every
Amcrican ought to be minutely acquainted.

* See Note A.
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W e have abundant cause for joy and gratitude
to the great disposer of the destinies of nations. Cur
lines have 1ruly filien :n pleasant places. Oue
country strctening immensely through all the genial
climes. prefuselv affords the necessaries, and even
clegancies of lif:.  Our industrious and vir:aous
yeomanry find ample space for cultivation in our
widely extended forcfts. The rich and exuberant
scil of millions of acres court their hand.®  Adttive
and enterprizing commerce display: our flug in
every section of the globe. Her thousand strcams
of weaith, pour copiously into every part of our
coun:ry. Cheri:h her, for she constitdtes the sin-
ews of our nation. Lay not the heavy hand of vex-
atinus cxa&lion vpon her; let her be free, and she
will flourish, and bounteously reward you. Ameri-
ca can justly boast of many sons of literature, The
day-star of science has far advanced in its resplen-
dent progress, and its benign rays are shed upon
every decpariment of polite literature. Gur Ances-
tors have dore much for us. We like dutiful sons
ought to seize the golden moment of improvement,
and accomplish and carry to perfction those plans
of glory, which they only unfolded. With such
friendly aids; with such prospefts before you ; with
such a weight of responsibility apon you ; guard
with vigilance the treasure committed to your care.
Let not the bright gem tarnish in your hands.
Cherish and preserve i1, for it is a bright legacy of
glory and rencwn, bequeathed you by your An-
cestors.

& Sec Note b.
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Byt the prosperity of empires is scldom long
uncioudcd, and their very existence is ofien in dan-
ger.  The page of history presents to our view the
115¢, progress, and final dissolution of the arcient
repuvlicks.  Their declension, fall, and ruins, pase
in mclancholy review tefore us.  The polhitical as-
soctations of Greece stocd first and bighest on the
list of republicks.®  They were the great nurseries
of science and iiterature.  Every study waich de-
ponds oa the force and faculties of the understand-
ing. was there carried to the summit of perfection.
Wiile tiiey retained thedr native innocence—while
thev sacredly adhered to the principles of their seve-
1al constitations ; they shene a bright consteilation
in the ancient peiitical hemispnere. They shed
beams cf licht on the darkness which surrcunded
them. The melancholy date of their fall, may be
traccd to a reiaxation in the original simplicity of
their manncrs. Prosperily rendered them haughty
and impcrious—trey fatallv indulged a thirst for
conquest and plunder—Astatick riches and luxu.
ry presented alluring objoéts ot spoil—tliey attack-
cd aad couquered, fur they were then 1 the vigour
ot manbood—they were brave, frec, and invinciole;
their nerves were not yat unflrung by juxury, and
thetrainds wereszarcely cortaniinated with a sordid
passiun.  But mark the result! Plunged i luxury
and «flemipacy, their bold national character for-

sook them—ihey became weak, enervated, and vic-
ous—they suffered their martial ardour to abate
and evaporate—unprincipled and ambitious men
started up among them—demagogues and hallow

*Sce Note C.
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Ftwas ety Wit out crier, or saicty——1 was licen-
tionsa s herself maddesing through the Jand. It
those deesdful spasms and convaisions of the peiii-
o bodey taese repasiicis were prosirated, rnined

and cven anaintirted.  Notiace or vell seremarns
except the meiancholy +jaien of the l:z.\tormn.

Detwer: toe dissiationeflthase governmente,
and the declaration ofindependencel by the Unrtied
States. a long series ol ages have rolled away, The
republicks of Traly and Swizerland have fince beon
fornicd. These may be deneminated an cltablish-
montol e noadic age. Thev also have peen des.
tinvd Lo crel revanse of fonmane. Those poli
cconrpes ol mtons amdIlon VTN, usurpation
aad anarchy have vt rened uncontrouled.
Yot coine of Giean e nfted thewe rade choeks, and
survived o the precntage. Wabhin a short pere-
ad—-wiii:in our own oecliection, they wore flour.

v
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in the whirlwind el reva'ution, and :teir wretched
tnhahitams vesdeg under the tron red of Fronch
despotism ®

IT hss often been asserted ilat the Lite revo'ation

in France erizina.od in cons quence of our own;
and that iz prmc pl s were Lirst iminbed in this
country.—Dut between that destiuidive and san-
Lamneary revolution, and the gi LD Cause wWiiols
gave b buth to th's jsvial

% eT lndignamh' draws

" f:?f:_iam modorn
parahicl. “Of our
glorous rovoluticn sz:f?icc It in s2v, neaven and

v’
i

eartn wiil acgnt it of bzing the example, or just
cozasion of the horrors, winch have invoived the
cource cf potiticar chanze in Europe. Tais coan-
trv has been amoitings 1o be 2steemed the cradle
and nurse ¢f Lhoriv; and o us immorial bonoar so
letit ce esteemed. In 1792, and evenin 1827,
seme o lds ccuntry with conscicus pride have
c'aim & the rew oror of thiigs in France, as the
feciamare Cipring of American diborive. But that
Moenaer boryon the faga tenth of August, dandied
on tic LT s knes of vrceendive partdes, nursed
with o0 e seminiid, a0 raticned on the

crorrans ol ns God forond shound te theazat

S
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oo fPebowe cur Bleny from Loy v ery Lirthe In

<y \ v 1 .
an el e ot dofenave war Ler heartwas Jontie,

Siv wever tiimmo b d oovoroa prodarate f;e; she

Beove oG e e with G d.-,);) of civil blood.
Voohavira frownod oppreszon rom cur shiores by

[ - H N
the music of hevvoiee and the power of persudsion

a;00¢. she chaimed the peoplc to the e(iuai eo-

# See Nte D
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eraints of conetitutod authority anag law,  Religion
smi. ¢ anl cimbriced ici.” Th: French 1a their
first eruliitions of lizcrts vainly attempied to sacri-
-2 th> wio'e world 1o the Goddess.®* But instead

of the sl Bemizent angel of hiberty, they oftered
their frantick adourations to he ha mmrd d:mon of

L2 Y
-
'-\

carsaze and destruttion.  \Viile the leaders of inat
revolution appezred merely to seck reformation 1n
thelr zovernm nt—wilic h;) profeised a zcal fer
its amendment, not its dissolution, they received
the preyersorf Vmer cans tor success. But when tizetr
zoal was wrotgat up te frenzy  when therr ardoar
kir-dferl 9 fu:'»‘; wic they uni:ely lost stehit of

e principizsof reforng and substiat.d those of de-
siruction : wnea pr.azzymuardor, and proscription
b -came the erder of the davy weil may we di-avow
anry windred, or cven shindiariiv in the two revolu-
(1673 dhe Lero ofourindependence; never dire@l-
cd as In any paihis, excepi those which icd to glory.

\J

W iive in an azic preatiany fortunate, We
have e exparience of more than tweniv-five cen-
turics; and the examples of oli repablicks befere us,
We ousht t raise v -2 ponticat beacons hizn in
view, an i proft oy herr fates Ifwe donot, let our
lips be forover seaicd; and let us wear the chains of
slavery 1 sticnce. We mut stand convided of an
in;iertous letiiergy, and crimunal inatiention,

W vasess a natlonz! constitution, the boast of
our country andthe wdmiration of the world., It
was formed aftor laboricas dnvestigation, and pa-

4 ‘! "

tont rosearcn. Thobines and shades of this sacred

® See
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