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ORATION.

FRYENDS AND FELLOW CITIZEN Sems

W uile the origin of other nations is lost, in the distant retrospect of time, or en-
veloped in the fables of tradition, behold! the Freemen of America are assembled; to
commemorate the National birth day, as an event, fresh, in all its struggles, to the me-
mery ; and real, in all its blessings, to the heart.

The nations of Europe passed from the savage, to the civilized, state, by a slow and
silent gradation : but the American nation, sprung into existence, like Pallas from the
front of Jove, endowed, at once, with all the wisdom of ages, and all the refinements of
society. Many of the Fcunders of European Empire, may survive in the mere
glitter of a namé; and anpual festivals may designate the epochs of their wafs, their
dcvastauons, and their triumphs: But the Founders of the American Empire, flourish;
in the imperishable lessons of political truth, which they practically taught mankind; and
the day, hallowed by their patriotism—the ausplcious Fourth of July one thousand se-
ven hundred and sévents civ !l (S5rd 4 (uceusy tur grautude and exultation, as
lIong as the love of erzuc. Liberty; and Indchendence, shall adorn the human charac-
ter.

Little more than three centuries have elapsed; since the genius of Coiumbus open-
ed the regions of the West, to the hope and the enterprise, of the sons of Eurcpe. Dur-
ingthat period, what dangers have been surmounted ; what wonders have becii wrought !
In our portion of the new world, immeasurable wxlds have been converted into fruitfiit
ficlds. The desert shores of the Atlanric, have been lined with the lofty seats of com:
inerce. The ants, that support and embellish social life, on the banks of the TFhames,
the Scheldt, and the Seine, have been transferred to the Delaware, the Hudson and the
Potowmac. And ten millions of civilized men, have become the inhabitants of that
country, which wasy prekusly, nothing more, than a huntmg ground, for scant dnd scat-
tered tribes of Savages. .
~ Noris the change in‘the ph.ysxcal condition of ayr country,a subject for greater ad:
miration, than the developement of its intellectual and political character. From the
overflowing population of the European continent, we have derived the moral elemients
of every soil, and of every, clime; we have amalgamated the varieties of human manners;
Janguages, and institutions; to constitute a new nation. Here, the distressed have sought
solace; the pcrsccuted have found safety; and even the ambitious have achieved fame.
Equality of rights (the noblest aim of man, in all his migrations) has formed & deep and
durable foundation, for civil liberty, and religious toleration. The spirit of indepen-
dence, bursting the ‘bonds of coloriial servitude, gave a lasung lustre to the Ametican
Confederation. And a People, who, but a few years ago, were tributary in all théir in-
dustry, and in all their wealth, to the'avarice. and the pride of a distant monareh, bravelp
asserting.their own sovereignty, enjoy. the only frec government, knewn to the inhabi-
tants of the ¢arth,
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Such is the 11ch izheritance (ransmitted to us, by the virtue and the valor of our
Fathers: but mark, I'cllow Citizens, it descends, charged with the sacred duty to improve
and to preserve it.  Indulge in a fond, but reasonable, anticipation of events; contem-
plate In “the mind’s eye” thé probable destinies ‘ol your country; and the cuty, wili be-
come the delight, of every Patriot.  Afre pawer and dominion the objects of desirc?  In
the perspective of a sing!c century, what terriiory so vast; what clime so vuricus; what
population so numerous! Not ancient Rome, when called the mistress of the world :
Not modern France, surrounded, in all the pride of conquest, by dependent thrones.—
But if the mild pursuits of social life, are prefirred to the high soarings of ambition, ict
imaginatien extend a chain of Confederation, link after link, connecting aud combining
the family of States, from the Atluntic to the Pucific;—let the representative principle of
a democratic republic, rcfined and matured, by the experience of a few generations, be
traced in-the virtue of its source, and the energy of its effects;—let the channels, and
the instruments, of internal commerce (the treasures of your mountains and your vallies,
your rivers and your lakes) be viewed in ‘their destined activity: Aud the prospect pre-
sents, to the enraptured sight, whatever can perpctuate the independence, the freedom,
and the happiness, of your country. '

A trust, so great, so precious, will never be betrayed: And yet, Fellow Citizens,
you must not be insensible, to the dangers, that surrourd and threaten. The Declara-
tion of  Independence, which we celebrate, was hardly more important to our Country,
than the Declaration of the War, in which we are engaged. The one, annou:iced our
existence as a nation : the other, announces our determination, to maintain the rights
and honor of the national character. Britain waged the war of the Revolution, to bind
us in tne fetiers 6i her legistative authority, ** In all cases whatsoever:” but she failed.
The denunciations of her Pariiament; the thunders of her fieet; the ravages of her ar-
mies passed away; and, with the loss of the brightest jewel in her diadem, she lost, also,
her humanity;—the noblest attribute of renown in arms. Britain has again raised the
Sceptre of usurpation; and, spurning the law of nature and of nations, demands subj~c-
tion and allegiance, for her commerci:] supremacy, ¢ in all cases whatsoever :” but she
shall again fail. True, we have suffered much, and we have long complained, before
tie avenging sword was drawn. You have seen the guilty competition of GEoRrGE :nd
NaroLEoN, for the sovereignty of the waters, and the sovereignty of the land, overwhelm
the indcpendence, and annihilate the prosperity, of unoffending, and defenceless Govern-
ments. The American commerce throughout the world, has been so restrained and
bounded, by Orders in Council, and Decrees of State, that” your Navigators ceased to
find, in the magic of the Compass, a yuide, for any legitijnate part of destination. Thé
sanctity of private property has been violuted, by €very species of authorised depreda-
tion and pillage The purity of your Flag-has been sullied with every stain, and every
insult, that brutal force could inflict. And even the palladium of your national safety,
the sacred Union of the States, has been assailed, with all the arts and agency of cor-
ruption. This,and more, much more, you knew and felt, « before the avenging sword
was drawn.”  But patient forbearance, adds to the merit of the best cause; and, ifin the
vanity of his conceptions, the Enemy has ever mistaken a laudable love of peace. for the
pusillanimous dreud of war, he has already been compelled to dismiss, if not to.r.pent,
the delusion. ' o | o

For the freedom of commercc; forthe emarncipation of seamen; for the reparation
of injuries: America, at length, assumecd the armor and the attitude of war. Brituin
was not, indeed, the only object of eur just resentments; and France has, yet, to answer
to the heavy charges of lawless spoliation; odious duplicity; and violated faith; but Bri-




L 5]

tain, alone, had closed the door < © negociation; and, voluntarily, presented herself as a
foe, without dispositions to couciiate, or atone. For the reluctant, lingering, equivocal,
rcvocation of her Orders i Council (whatever may be the pretext, in relation to our go-
verument) was, in fact, a tem:porary sucrifice of the ministerial sysiem of commercial
monopoly, to the craving, and the clamor of her own populace; leaving essential causcs
of the wzr, untouched and unsatishied.

Invelved, then, in hostilities, as unavoidable as they are just, the difficulties of our
situation were neither unknown, nor disregarded. The war of 1776, was, emphatically
a war of the people; spontancously proclaimed by their will, and irresisubly prosecuted
by their zeal, acting (s it were) in the capacity of Individuals. But the war of 1812, is
the war of an organized government; the appointed guardians of afree and enlightened
nation; acting undcr the constitutional restraints of delegated authority. Hence, armies -
were to be created; navics must be equipped; the treasury is to be replenished (not by
the eager contributious of personal scrvice, and private property, which characterise a
civil war, but) by the slow and cautious application of legislative power. If, therefore,
the jealous nature of Republican institutions, allows little for military preparation, dur-
ing a time of peace, the first movements of wuar, must inevitably be exposed, to all the
hazards of inexperience in the commanders; of imperfect discipline in the troops; and
of irregularity in the supplies. Abate, for this cuuse, all that a hope, too sanguine,
gave to the anticipations of the campaign,and what has occurred, even on the frontier of
the Lukes, to depress our spirits; or to gratify the pride of tte enemy? We look not at
the :ransient effects of treachery, or of cowardice, in military chiefs; we despair not, for
the loss of an army, or the failure of an expedition; disastersof a day: but. with fond and
giowing admiration, we coniempiate thuse teats of personal enterprize and prowess,
which afford the best assurance, of the uitimate triumph of our arms. When, and where,
has any American, shrunk, in the field, from the performance of his duty ? Detroit was
surrendered; but the victory of Brownstown had been previously achieved. Queenstown
was rescued; but by a force so great. and at a price so high, that success afforded no
triumph, and defeat incurred no reproach. If defensive operations are the subject of
military fame, the abortive siege of Fort Meigs, or the recoiling assault upon Sackett’s
hurber, shall furnish an ample theme. If the energy of offensive war demands the tri-
bute of applsuse, let the battlements of Yorktown, totter to their base, and the Royal
Standard of IFort George, be displzyrd! But, alas! we turn with an aching eye, even
from a sccene of glory, which proved fatal to the life of the heroic PikEe.

Hasten, then, fellow citizens, to survcy the frontier of the ocean, irradiated with a
splendor, which, in a moment, broke upon the astonished world ; but which no lapse of
time ca, extinyuish, or obscure. Britain, for her pride, had claimed; Britain, from her
fortunes, had perhaps acquired; the sovereignty of the seas. Territorial lures of ambi-
tion, tempted France to throw the trident from her grasp. Spain, in the lethargy of a
dise:sed and decrepid monarchy, became torpid on the waters. Holland lost, with the
stimulants of trade, all the faculties of maritime war. The States of the Baltic, plunder-
ed of their fleet by treachery at Copenhagen, or by capitulation in the Tagus, were ren-
dered impotent and idle.  And thus, at the commencement of the Americun war, the
flug of Britain waved triumphant on every sea, from’the Zenith to the Nadir; from the
Orient, to the setting Sun.  The vanity of the triumph was indulged; but happily, the
means of maintaining it werc overlooked. I'he American Naval character had been
formed in the Revolution : It was nobly developed, during our hostilities with France:
it received the stamp of sterling merit, before the walls of Tripoli: And, yet, of late, the
naval character of America was so little understood that the merest braggart of the










