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Holdem, Fuly 4, 1306.

WiLLisy Drury, I;'.fq. Capt. Jaues EsTaBroox,
and BMr. JonaTHAN FisK, as a Committee, waited on the
Rev. Josepn Avery, thanked him for the Oration this

day delivered, and requefted 4 copy for the prefs.




O RATION

AN accomplithed limner may readily
trace out a beautiful landfcape, that fhall de-
light the eye. Men of fuperior knowledge,
and enlarged underftandings, may fketch out
a form of government, the parts and powers
of which fhall be fo well adjufted, fo nicely
balanced, as to excite admiration, and invite
experiment : but t~ promote and fecure the
real happinefs of a people—bic laber, boc opus
¢f?, here is the labour, here lies the difficulty.
A Mofes may be the leader; but if the man-
dates of Infinite Wif{dom are not regarded, the
people led may fali fhort of the land of Ca-
naan ; or, if they reach it, the milk and honey
may be found wanting.

A Wathington may be raifed up, (the won-
der of the age,) and may lead on the valiant
fons of freedom, to conqueft, to peace, to
glory ; and the fair dome of Liberty be ereed,
that fhall, for a time, command the refpeét of
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diftant nations : but true virtue and integrity
muft form ihe pillars to fupport the fabric, or
its beauty will decay, and its tottering flate
will proclaim its approaching ruin.

Whenever we celebrate the anniverfary of
that day, which raifed us to the honour and
felicity of an: independent nation, it fhould be
regarded as a queftion of the firft importance,
how ihe bleffing imparted may be preferved
inviolate, and tranfmitted unimpaired to pof-
terity.

On this day, this aufpicious day, the thir-
tieth anniverfary of our independence, we may
now look back with pleafing gratitude on the
dangers we efcaped, and the difficulties we
furmounted in fecuring the precious boon of

liberty.

Previous to the acquifition, and indeed ex-
peQation, of independence, we looked up to
Great Britain with the foadnefs of a child o
a parent. Her honours we callzd our own;
her profperity ours ; and her dangers we felt
a willingnefs to fhare: but, ftrangely mifled
by pride, by avarice, and paffion, inftead of
the foftering hand of kindnefs and friendfhip,
{he firetched out the menmacing arm of crueity
and oppreflion againft us. Dutiful petitions,
the voice of found reafoning, and the foft plea
of affeCtion to the parent ftate, were an{wered
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with the roughnefs of a Rehoboam. This
roufed the apprehcafions of Americans, and
led them to think of the rod of fcerpions that
was foon to follow : but kind Heaven, though
it fuffered us to feel fomething of the rod,
prevented our finking under the force of it.

The tragic {cenes that took place during our
ftruggle for every thing dear on earth, you
will find recorded on the faithful page of hif-
tory ; and to this you will fometimes turn
your attention ; and there you may trace the
wonder-working hand of Divine Providence.
There you will mark fcenes of eminent peril,
through which we have paffed ; gloomy {cenes,
when we appeared as if approaching the very
precipice of ruin, But the God of armies in-
- terpofed, bid our dangers depart, and crowned
the exertions of freedom with glorious fuccefs.
The Lord of Hofts may be faid to have ratified
our independencé. He gave us a name and
placc among the independent powers of the
earth. What pencil can paint—what tongu::
can tell the poffible, I may fay probable, eviis
into which we might have been plunged, had
the fcene bezn reverfed, and the oppreflive
power of our enemies prevailed againft us!
But the ftandard of liberty we had erected,
was rendered triumphant,

With peculiar pleafure, and fentiments of
the higheft eftcem, we may now call in review
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that band of - atriots and heroes, who in the
cabinet and field of battle, were the inftru-
ments, the bleffed inftruments, of our prefer-
vation from the horrors of vaffalage. Nor
fhould we forget to prefent our humble tribute
of praife to our Almighty Benefa&tor, who
gave wif{dom to our counfellors, firmnefs and
fortitude to our commanders and officers, cour-
age and fidelity to our foldiers, and in fo happy
a degree united us in our common dangers.

But when the fword was fheathed, the olive
of peace appeared, and our independence was
acknowledged by the power that had oppofed
us, were our dangers at 2n end ? we foon per-
ceived they were not. As an independent na-
tion, we were in a ftate of infancy. Our
government, {the hafty produ&inn of the mo-
ment of danger,) -as calculated neither to
enforce permanent edience or command re-
fpe@. ‘The {oldier found his hard-earned
wages vanifhing into fomething little better
than air. Calls for the expenfes of a grievous
and impoverithing war, were loud and heavy.
Private debts, which had aimoit been forgotten
in the din of war, were now brought up to
view. Hence fprung a fpirit of difcontent ;
and this bred the evil of infurre@ion, which
for a time bore a moft threatening afpe& ; but,
happy for us, the ftorm was foon quelled, and
the bitternefs it occafioned in time fubfided.
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The nation: at large were now roufed to a
fenfe of the importance of a more energetic
form of government. Men eminent for wifl-
dom and integrity were feleCted, to form a
new conftitution ; and when formed, adopted,
and carried into execution, was found produc-
tive of the happieft effe@s. With pleafing
wonder we then beheld the rifing glory of
America. The improvements made, in vari-
ous refpe&ts were rapid and aftonithing. But
can we now fay, that the profpect before us
brightens every day, and promifes a frefh and
conftant acceffion to our glory? What a hap-
pinefs to believe this! But do we not find
thofe things that tend to clip the wings of our
hope, and damp our fanguine expe&ations?
However relutant we may be to charge our-
felves with exifting evils, we fee/ that there
are things which ought not fo to be. But fhall
the thought unnerve our exertions for the
public good ? Shall we not paufe 2 moment,
think, and fay, What are thofe evils which fap
the foundation of our peace and happinefs, as
a people? what will add to our ftrength and
increafe our honour? Mutual difaffeCtion, ali-
enation, and party rage, if indulged, will cer-
tainly, will moft effentially, injyre us. It will
give {cope and effe& to the defigns of artful
and mifchievous men. It will invite the con-
tempt and encroachment, of the ambitious and



















