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Anniversary of American Independence.
P Gene

PORTSMOUTH, JULY 4, 1814,

THE Committee of Arran%ements for Celebrating the Anniversary of
AMERrIcAN INDEPENDENCE, beg lcave to present their thanks to Mr. AUSTIN,
in behalf of their fellow-citizens, for the very clegant and patriotic OraTiOX
pronounced by him this day, and request a copy for publication. _
With sentiments of much esteem,
We remain, very respectfully,
Your most obedient servants,
BENJAMIN PENHALLOW,
EBENFZER WENTWORTH, Comuni
ENOCH G. PABROTT, ommzitee,
ANDREW W, BELL,

PORTSMOUTH, JULY 4, 1814,

GENTLEMEN of the Committee of Arrangements, will please to accept
my thanks for their unremitted attentions. The juvenile object of your polite
request, you havestyled patriotic. Whatever is patrioticis useful. {am (here.
fore no longer relustant. And whatever is useful in a production of this class,
which cannot hope to ba otherwise than ephemeral, plants an evergreen upon
ite grave. With the highest consideration,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
DANIEL AUSTIN, Jr.
Measrs. BenjaMmin PENHALLOW,
Eazneizr WENTWORTH,
Exocu G. ParroTT, AND
Awprzw W. BziL,
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ORATION, &e.

THERE is a kind of pride that mingles itself with
the acknowledgment of diffidence, before an audience g0
numerous and respectable. How shall we address an as-
sembly of Freemen—an assembly of Freemen ! upon a
subject reciprocally familiar and wermly cherished ; which
from infancy to age has entwined itself around our best
affections ; grown with our growth, and improved by time
into vigorous principle :—upon a day, too, the anniversary
of a period to be recorded as the birth-day of American
LiBerTYy, by successive historians ; immortalized in the
songs of the bards ; and welcomed and gladdened by the
grateful acclaim of millions.

'We come not now, fellow-citizens, from having traced
the windings of the human heart, and found a spring,
subtle in its operation, but powerful in its effect, to wake
that spring into action, hostile to the union and best inter-
ests of this country. We leave that to its enemies. Hon-
ored by your attention, and inspired by the occasion, be it
ours if haply we may throw a ray of light upon the sub-
ject of rational liberty ; a theme which in remotest time,
wherever tyranny is to be resisted or right maintained,
shall light up the brow of victory, and glow upon the lips
of expiring patriots. On this theme my emotions are un-
utterable : would to Heaven I could impart them. Impart,
did I say! Pardon me my countrymen ; I know that, in
unison with mine, your hearts already burn within you, at
the very sound of Freedom ! Come, then, let us mingle
our aspirations, that they may ascend together in gratitude
fo Him who has given us to be free.
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Rational liberty, the wish of patriois, and the anticipa-
tion of the wisest and best among all legislators ; let us,
for a moment, inquire into its nature and residence, its ad-
vantages, and its probable duration. 1Its nature, then : is
it a mere regard to self interest ? Not sordid, it is exalted
principle. Is it a ferocious consciousness of power without
right ? Such a consciousness is the predisposition to insan-
ity. Something more than the dream of the prisoner, yet
neither intemperance nor-lawlessness, it is the preference
of universal to particular good ; the political acknowledg-
ment of the natural equality of all men, and at the same
time, of the unavoidable disparities of education, as well
as of the necessary superiority of station in civilized society.
It regards humanity, however circumstanced, and hails
every useful member of the community, as a friend and
brother. As it displays itself in the conduct, it is that
¢ proud submission,” which does not voluntarily bend hut
to the Deity, and to that system of government, and that
only, which, proclaiming to man his inherent rights, guar-
antees and defends them.—And what is that system of
government ? Can it be a monarchy ? Where have we
seen the spirit of monarchy helding forth the charter of
natural rights ? The spirit of monarchy, on the contrary,
wheels its oppressive threne over the necks of the people,
and like its own permitted instrument of cruelty, the pon-
derous tower of Juggernaut, crushes to the earth the beings
whom Gobp does not refuse to raise and dignify.

The love of liberty is natural to man. Arbitrary govern-
ments therefore originated in a mistake, or surrender of
nature’s charter. The people under such governments,
tricked by their tyrants, with a semblance of liberty, pur-
sue the ignis fatuus through the very rings and bolts of
slavery—then wake to their chains—while every unsuc-
cessful effort, for emancipation, rivets their fetters.

An aristocracy is a multiplication of the congregated
miseries of monarchy. Its form is, in some measure, repub-
lican, but its spirit is despotic. It must have bheeu in or-
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der to deceive and cislave mankind. that arisincracies, and
even despotisms. have been sometimes denominated repub-
lics. Rome was called a republic. alike afier the expulsion
of the Tarquins, and during the tyranny of Augustus and
Tiberius. France was called a repuhlw, under the divec-
tory, the committee of safety, and the consulate. Venice,
t'wuv'h ihe government was entirely indepemdent of the
pco')le, aﬁuwd the same title. Poland was called a re-
public. although it was governed by a king, who was elect.
ed by nobles, and the people“ore all slaves '* Now these
non-descript governmenis were no more free, compared
with a republic, than. for example, a Dritish subject con-
trasted with an American citizen. Even the little repub-
lic of St. Marino, in Italy, which has maintained its po-
litical sysiem for so many centuries, is hardly entitled {o
its name. And what is nnderstood by a pure unmixed
democracy, such as existed at intervals of the French
revolution, if government it can be called, is, decidedly,
the worst of all pussible governments.

It is plain, then, that rational liberty as we have defined
it, is to be recos:mzed only in a 1'epubllc-—an elective re-
pmﬂ c—where the {acullies of government, originating in
the people, aficr an intentional circle of hencﬁccnce, return
to them again, and again, in a thousaud concentric circles,
for the general good, resembles the starry system above
us ; the congressional planets, with the state govermments,
their satellites, are continually vevolving about their sun
and common centre. the pcople : in wher, as long as vir-
tue, like the light and heat of the natural sun, shall exist,
will keep up its splendid round.

In such a vepubiic the silken flsments of thie afiesctions
love to grasp, like tendeils, the principle ol universal phi-
lanthropy. At first supported by it, they grow at lenzth
hardy enough to strengthen and suj pport it.  Rational or
“ temperate hlwrtv, is hke the dew as it descends, vnseen,
from its native heaven. Coustant, without excess, it finds

* For these three or four facts, 1 am indcbied to an ~pitoma of histarie infor
mation,
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vegetation thirsting for its refreshment, and imparts to it
the vigor to take more.”” The government of a people,
with the divine spivit of liherty thus descending upon them,
is instinctively impelled to stretch forth its fostering arms
over a couutry, however extensive; and nourishing, and
cherishing, equally, individual as well as national interests,
is enabled to derive its resources from even the most mi-
nute corner of the same, concentre its energies, and main-

tain its greatness.

If we seek for the particular residence of rational liber-
ty, the historian will tell us that in ancient times, under a
orm, however, less pure and dignified, because varying
with climate, disposiiion and circumstance, for a while she
resided at Athens, as the nurse of philosophy and the pa-
troness of aris and avins 3 that again she was seen at Rome
wielding the coancils of the commonwealth ; that it was
she who presided over the pen of TuLLy, and gave that ir-
resistible power of persuasion to the rhetorical champion
of Greece ; that it was she who in after time called up
De Witt, De Ruyter, and Van Tromp, and immortalized
them in the service of their country ; that it was she who
inspired the magnanimous Swiss to evidence to the world
that < there is no rampart like the breasts of a free people ;”
that it was Liberty, in fine which in the day-dreams of our
forefathers, while in their native country, was constantly
preseniing to their imagination the distant land, ¢ where a
tyrant never trod—where a slave was never known—but
where nature worship’d Gob, in the wilderness, alone.”

Disgusted with religious and political intolerance, and
seeking for quiet witlout interruption, they longed for these
solitudes though ever so dreary, where it was cheering to
think they might awaken nature from her reverential si-
lence of ages, into a vocal expression of the high praises
of the Divinity tiicy delighted to adore. But they must
first set sail upon the untried ocean, for an unknown clime.
Persecuted, braunded outcasts! whither shall they betake
themselves ! I}e=pair is on every ¢ountenance. The ge.
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nius of liberty dissipates the gloom. Come, said the de-
lightful vision. We will come, responded the noble suf-
ferers. Behold at length yon speck upon the ocean. They
have bid adieu to all they loved, necessitated to give them-
selves to all they dreaded. It is the ship of destiny. It
bears the embryo of a powerful nation.

“ Bu spirits unscen its sails are wiifinr’d,
¢ .1nd the hand that Fuides is not of this world”

But I need not spread upon the canvass for the thou.-
sandth or ten thousandth time, the persecution, the perils,
and the sufferings of our forefathers. It were but adding
a rude miniature to a gallery of exquisite, full length por.
traits. Besides, I trust the story is familiar to your chil-
dren as yourselves: And let it never be forgotten ; but
point them to the principle, rather than the fact, and distil
upon their opening intellect the salutary, invigorating truth,
that it is by our own virtues rather than by a gorgeous dis-
play of theirs, that we can best consecrate the monuments
and embalm the memory of our Ancestors.

$Ghosts of the mighty dead your childreus Lesrts inspire,
%A2nd while we on your ashes tread rekindic all your fire.

"The appearance and condition of these voluntary exiles
from the time of their landing in 1620, to the war of our
revolution is such that we are astonished at the rapidity of
their progress, increase and improvement. It is wonderful !
and will be almost incredible to those who may come after
us, that infantile weakness should so soon assume the fea-
tures and the powers of muscular manhood—that Hercules

should leap so soon from the cradle—that a nation should
be born in a day !

But when we contemplate the children of such sires,
our fathers of the revolution—a revolution, provoked by
the malignant insolence of envious Brtiain; yet conducted
with so much moderation that it can hardly be classed as a
revolution ; and which for its propriety stands alone in the
history of the world’s political changes—a revolution



















































