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REHOBOTH, JurLy 4, 1800.
AT a nuweting of the Federal Citizens of Rehoboth, aflembled teo
celebrate thiv Day, wnanimoufly refolved, that Dry: Isaac Fowiren,
CarviNn MarTiN, and NaTuaviet Burrock, Efq. be a Committee
to wait on Pavi ALien, Efq. with the thanks of the Citizens, for
the clpans and patristic Oration, delivered by him on this Anaiverfary,
snd folicit & capy far the Prefa.

———*—-—-

GENTLREMEN,

IN compliance with your requeft, fo politely cxprefled, a copy
of the Oration this day delivered, is ¢ with all its imperfe®ions on its
head,” prefented for the Prefs,

PAUL ALLEN.

{saac Fowerzkg,
To Meflrs, { NaATHANIZL Burrock, and

CaLviN MaRTIN.
Fuly 4, 1806.
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ORATION.

FROM the earlie & times of antiquity to the pre-
fent, amongflt nations civilized, or favage, monuments have
been erefted and preferved to commemerate glorious ex-
ploits. In rude and unpolithed times, while nature was as it
were in the quarry, fome rugged memorial, 2 ftone, or a
tree, was regarded with reverence, and confecrated by poi-
*erity with religious rites and obfervance. The misthapen
mafs brought warm to the remembrance of the natives the
deeds of their fathers. They gazed on it, and the depths of
antiquity, more impenetrable than the glooms of their native
forelts, were fuddenly illumined. They beheld their an-
ceftors writhing at the i{take, amidft the flow confumptions
of a Iingering fire, furronnded by favages verfed in the art
and myftery of murder, und flill bearing with immoveable
conftancy all the refinements of torture, for the prefervation

of their Country’s Independence. The Coward fe]t the
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pile, and was in an inftant changed to an Hero. He feemed
to touch the ele@ric dult of his fathers. When civilization
had worn off the afperities of life, *vhen man began to find
that the forelt was not thc boundary of his intellet, when
the winds and the waves were reduced to dilcipline, and ad-
miniftered to his pleafures and neceflities, the national
memorial pofleffed a correfponding grandeur and magnifi-
cence. Superb monuments, embellithed with whatever was
bold in defign, or fplendid in execution, were erected to per-
petuate the memory of thofe who prefered their country’s
exiftence to their own. Nay, the ardour of national grati-
tude, not fatisfied with the allowance of earthly honours,
followed the retreating fpirit of a man beyond the grave,
and afligned it a feat and agency amonglt the Gods.
Hence, in the legends of Heathen Mythology, we difcover
almoft as many deities in Heaven to be worlhipped, as there
were mortals on earth to worfhip. The celeftial regions
were thus overftocked with gods of human manufacture.
Defore the light of revelation appeared, while mankind were
left to the guidance of their own fancies, as to the proper
objects of religious reverence, we may ceafe to wonder why
thofe, the moft cniinent for popular virtues during their lives,
were deified after their deaths.—We may ceafe to wonder,
why fuch departed fpirits partook largely of the virtues and

vices <. the bodies they once inhabited, and carried their
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hofti.ities to Heaven. We may cven without the imputa-
tion of idolatry, admire in others, what ourfelves would not
practife. . The fiream that ‘"~ Ters in the catara&, is more
an objet of aftonilhment, than when it winds its gentle

courfe along variegated meadows.

Ferrow.crTizens, in reverence to a cuftom thus corref-
ponding with the firft rudiments of the human heart, we are
affembled on this day to commemorate your Independence.
Thirty years have now pafled into etcrnity, fince our illuf-
trious fathers in the face of the wovld declared, that ¢ the
United States were, and of right ought ®o be, free, fovereign,
and independent.”—TIcre let us make a folemn paufe, and
refiect, what flrength and hardilicod of nerve it required in
them to abide the confcquence of fuch a declaration! DBefore
their eyes refted the pleafant fields of their fathers; their
wives and children protected by innocence alone, felt under
fuch prote&ion Lappy. 'The boy, beheld the afcendancy cof
manliood, and the declivity of old age, fmooth and unruffied,
and calculated on filver hair, and the green beundary of ex-
iftence, with the quiet that his anceftors had done. The
mother, as fhe felt the decrepitude of her limbs, beheld thofe
of her children invigoratc ; the compenfation was more than
fufficient, and fhe feemcd in them to protract exiltence be-

2/

yond the grave. The rifing fun was thcir {uramons to
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- labour, and his farewell beam admonifhed them to retire.
Vanity and oftentation had not as yet decoyed with their
trinkets, and the luxury of a good conicience was the only
luxury they felt, or afpired after. They had yet to learn the
myflery of that refined folly, that firft forms a with beyond
the grafp of obtainment, and then mourns becaufe it cannot
be granted. Such were the profpets that regaled the eyes
of our anceftors on one fide ; but gloomy and portentous
was the contraft on the other. They beield a group of
obje@s horrible and uncertain, and more frightful becaufe
uncertain, floating in thadows; the flath of the fabre, the
tomahawk fufpended, and ftill more remote, the features
of the beloved Partners of all their joys and forrows, lament.
ing their widowed ftate, and prefling their orphans to their
bofoms. Such were the forms that dwelt in fhade, until

the light from Bunker’s Hill illumined and brought the fable

progeny to view.

Tur queftion may now well be afked, what gave
0 our anceftors, that adamantine firmnefs, that enabled
them to encounter fuch ohlacles, and to darc the Decla.
ratior of Independence? The anfwer is eafy. A cer
tain grandeur of heart, the property of but few, who may in

the ftrictelt fenfe be called Heaven’s favourites, goaded into

ungovernable phrenzy by lawle(s aggreflion, and premedi-
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tated infult bore them on. They ¢ fmiled at the drawn
dagger, and defied its point.”  Life, with all its tender va-
rieties, while under the influence of fuch paroxyfms, thrunk
from folicitude. Their bodies were mere organs through which
was conveyed an extraordinary impulfe. Like the prophets
of the fabled gods of antiquity, they feemed to fpeak and to
move, while under the operation ot fuperior power ; it was
not until its dcparture, that they funk down to the level of
mortals. Fellow-Citizeus, your own Hancock in the cabinet,
your Warren in the feld, are now immortal witnefles of the
truth of thefe remarks. Though their bodies moulder, and
mingle with the clods of the valley, their graves ftui breathe
with patriotifin ; and I hope and truft that their lateft pofterity
will cazch the infpiration. Whenever man is releafed from
the commmon entanglements of mortality, no wonder he dares
to attempt what at other times would fhake the tranquillity
of his nerves. Whatever materials are wanted either for
aggrelion, or defence, the abundant mind fupplies; the
plough-fhare becomss a {word, and the pruning-hook a
{pear.

To pafs through all the events of our revolutionary firug-
gles, to notice all the chequered diverfities of light and
fhade, would be an infult on the intelligence of the audience. -
To gather cyprefs with the one hand, and laurel with the
other, forms a fpetacle melancholy and affecting ; and is






























