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Lurfengburgh, Fuly 615, 1303.

Tue Committee of Arrangement for celebrating the fourth in-
ftant, return you their fincere thanks for your Oration, delivered on that
day, and rcqueft a copy for publication.

SIR,

Yours refpeétfully,

TIMOTHY LEONARD,
JONAS MORGAN,
ELIAS PARMELEE,

G. TRACY, C’:f’"‘
E. W. WALBRIDGE, -
J. REID,

J- DENISON.
To DAVID ALLEN, Esq.

Lenfingburgh, Fuly 7tb, 1809.
GENTLEMEN,

I xeceivep with great pleafure your note of laft evening, re-
turning me your fincere thanks for the oration which I had the honour
of delivering on the 4th inftant, and requefhing a copy for publication.
‘While I witnefs with gratitude, the great anxiety of my friends, that this
performance fhould be given to the public, I yield to your folicitation
with the greateft relu@ance. Nothing could induce me to this, were it rot
¥or the mifreprefentations which my political enemies are making with
a view to wound my reputation. They are affiduoufly endeavouring to
imprefs a belief on the minds of thefe who did not hear the oration, not
only that I had wilfully flate¢@ many falfchoods, but that I had grofsiy
perverted the facred feriptutes. Thefe infinuations arc as bafe as they are
unfounded. The public are referred to the  tion itfelf, for an entire
refutation of the charges. ‘

I know indeed, that performances of this nature are generally calcu-
lated only for the moment; that they do not commonly outlive the eifcr-
vefcence of feeling which they excite: but as the oration in qucftion,
forms a fort of compendium of hiftorical fa@s, it may be ufeful to thofe
who have not the means of tracing up the chain of our political tranfac-
tions at a fingle view. It being written in great hafte, and the political
events which it recites, croud fo thick upon one another, it is doubtlefs
liable to many imperfe@tions. Befides, it was impoflible, in the compafs
of an oration, to dilate upon all the events, fo as to give each its due and

proper weight. I however, fubmit it to the public, in the hope that the
caufc of truth may be thereby advanced.

Accept my high confideration,

D. ALLEN,
TIMOTHY LEONARD,

JONAS MORGAN,

LELIAS PARMELEE, Commis
GARDINER TRACY, b A””"’”"“V
E. W. WALBRIDGE, rrangement.
JAMES REID,
YAMES DENISON,




ORATION, &ec.

MY FELLOW-CITIZENS,

Thu1s is a day facred to the caufe of liberty and inde-

pendence—It is the glorious anniverfary of the birth
day of a nation—It is the commencement of the
34th year, fince this wide extended continent, emerg-
ing from flavery, burft the chains of defpotifm, and
rofe in magnificence, tc empire and to freedom. It
mutft therefore excite, in the bofoms of Ameéricans,
the livelieft emctions of joy and mutual congratula-
tions. |

Yes, America now holds a proud rank among the
nations of the earth, and is the only fpot on the Globe,
that can boaft of liberty in a republican form »f gov-
ernment. :

I come not here, however, to detail to you, my
fellow-citizens, the caufes which led to this indepen-
dence and freedom of country. I come not here to
recount to you, the fcenes of blood and carnage which
marked our courfe through an eight years war; nor
the {ufferings and death of a ITarren, a Mercer, and 2
Montgomery, who glorioufly died in fighting for that
liberty which we now enjoy—Nay, it would be trefpai-
fing upon your time and your patience, td go into thefe
hackneyed fubjets, whence nothing new could be
gleaned for your inftruttion or amufement. KEvery
thing worth preferving, relating to our revolution, and
the eftablifhment of our republican form of govern.
ment, is recorded on the page of the faithful hiftorian,
and will be read, admired, and bhad in everlafting re-
membrance by all true Americans.
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Suffice it, therefore, here to remark, that on the
ath of July, 1776, America diflolved the political
 bands which conne&@ed her with Great Britain, and
afflumed among the nations of the earth, ¢ the fepa-
rate and equzl ftation, to which the laws of nature,
and of nature’s God, entitled her ;> that fhe eftab-
 lithed her independence at the point of the fword ;
~ that after the peace of 1783, fhe retired within her
own dominions; foon adjuited the difficulties and
embarrafflments growing out of the old Confedera-
tion ;’ and by her wife and admirable fyftem of gov-
ernment, her remarkable induftry, and perfevering
enterprize, the rapidly increafed in the {cience of agri-
culture, manufactures and- commerce, until her great
profperity, her furprifing increafe of power, popula-
tion and wealth, began to be fufpefted, envied and
interrupted, as well by her mother country, as by a
nation who fet at defiance the laws of God and man ;
2 nation who trampled upon all moral precept, open-
ly and publickly denied the exiftence of a God, and
became barbarous to a degree hitherto unknown
among the favages of the wildernefs ! But the wife
and hberal policy of the immortal WasHINGTON,
meeting with correfpondent difpofitions on the part
of Great Britain, foon adjufted our differences with
the mother country: and that nation, taking an
altive part in the caufe of virtue, the focial compadt,
and the rights of man, paid due and proper refpett to
the American flag. Not fo with France. No, my
fellow-citiz:ns, fhe had entered into the mad project
of enflaving the world, and making it tributary to
her lawlefs ambition. Bear with me, therefore, while
I take a hafty view of fome of the moft prominent
features of her revolution, the hiftory of which, forms
a tiflue of corruption, perfidy and crime, unparalleled
in the annals of the world.
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- When France firft emerged from darknefs and fu-
perftion, and began her political career as the cham-
pion of univerfal liberty, Columbia beheld her with
pleafing anticipations. She felt a glowing folicitude
for her welfare, and congratulated with enthufiaim the
fuccefs of her arms ; and while {he continued to at
upon the pure principles of freedom ; while the con-
tinued to cherifh the maxims of univerfal philanthropy,
America could behold her with inexpreflible delight 3
and mingling her joys with hers, could hail her as a

Sifter republic.  But alas! fhe has long fince bid
adieu to every thing appertaining to republican infti- .
tutions, and overleaping the bounds of freedom and
humanity, is affiduoulfly afpiring after univerfal do-
minion. She has thamefully forfaken all law, both
divine and human ; polluting with facrilegious hands,
the temple of God, and wholly fetting at naught the
inftitutions and moral precepts of the Gofpel of
Chrift ! Do you afk for proof of this ? Let me point.
you.to the fubverfion of the- Chriftian-fabbath, by the
ridiculous and profane eftablithment of - the decades ? -
Go with me to the places of their interment,. and
there behold, with aftonifhment, the infcriptions made
by public authority, on the tombs of the deceafed,
affirming death to be an eternal fleep! Behold her
infulting the majefty of Heaven, by an open, public
profeflion of atheifm* in the Convention, which was
received with the loudeit acclamations of joy ! Note
the honorable mention on the journals of that Con-
vention, of a book, proving the nothingnefs of all
religion! Witnefs the inititution of a feftival to offer
public worthip to a courtezan, to whom was given a
title, found only in the vocabulary of modern infideli-
ty, ¢ Goddefs of reafon!” Nay, if any thing be want-
ing to complete this black catalogue of moral turpi-

* By Dupont, Danton, and others. + Written by Anacharfis Clootz.









































































