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Greenfield, July 6, 1812.
The Committee of Arrangement, for celebrating the anniveisa-
1y of American Independence, at Greenfield, (agreeably to a resolve
of the WA;HINGTON BexEvVOLENT SocieTy,) present the thanks
of said Society to the Hon. Samuer C. Avrrex, for his patriotic

~and eloquent Oration this day delivered, and request him to furnish

a Copy for publication,

In bebalf of said Committee,

R. E. NEWCOMB.




ORATION.

WHEN the exigences of a nation demand great
efforts, they naturally inspire the spirit to produce
them ; and the characters, which have arisen to vin.
dicate the rights of the people, or to rescue their
country from bondage, have, in general, been formed
by the circumstarces of the times and elicited by the
occasion. By converging the energies of the mind to
a single point, they produce a force of character,
which infinitely transcends the ordinary efforts of
the human intellect.  But, when the occasions
cease, and the characters formed by them have pass-
ed away, succeeding generations are left to admire
their virtues, without the ambition or the hope of
attaining to their excellence. o

But, the great man, whose fame is identified with
his country’s independence and glory, seems to have
derived Ais strength of character from an original im-
press, and not from causes, which, whilst they impart
energy to the mind, restrain its iberty. Hence it is,
that, the splendor of his virtues, is tempered with a
mildness, which rather delights and charms, than
overpowers the vision. |

As he did not derive his force of mind from the
impulse of strong passions, nor the temporary ex-
citement of external causes, so he was distinguished
above the great captains of other times, for his cool
reflection, for his insight into the characters of men,
and for his prophetic vision into futurity. With
these qualities, he was competent, as well to conduct
the complicated concerns of the civil administration,
as to direct the storm and fire of the battle.

He cntered into the American cause not from the
impulse of passion, but frem a deep conviction cf




%

the justice and necessity of resistance. His object
was not to establish new and visionary theories in
morals or in government, but to vindicate the rights
of his country. He never depreciated the lessons of
experience, nor intended to demolish the whole fabric
of society. As there was nothing wild or extrava-
ant in his views, so there was nothing base or vio.
Fent in the spirit, with which he pursued them. When
he had redressed the wrongs of his country and ob-
tained for her an honorable peace, he had too much
greatness of mind to harbour the unmanly sentiments
of hatred and revenge. | -

How far from the spirit and example of W asHiNG-
TON, are those, who desecrate this anniversary toin.
flame the worst passions, and ‘o instigate the gov-
ernment and the people to measures, not warranted
by justice or policy !

As the mind of WasHINGTON was elevated above
the low passions, so he disdained the arts and tricks
of vulgar politicians.  His confidence of truth and
right imparted a dignity to his character, which ap-
palled faction at home, and commanded respect
abroad.

‘The beginning of his administration was embar-
rassed with the difficuliies incident to a new govern-
ment, and to adjusting the complicated claims, which
grew out of the war. These were scarcely sur-
mounted, when his wisdom and firmness were sum-
moned to a severer test. A revolution, new In 1its
principles and chaiacter, and incomnprehensible in its
~ materials and re-purces, suddenly broke out in France,
presenting to the surrounding nations a strange and
fearful aspect.  The American people, mistaking the
cuilty viclence of an unprincipled faction for the vir-
tuous efforts of a brave nation struggling to recover
cheir natural rights, entered into their cause with a
warmth of temper, which set at defiance the calcula
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tions of policy, and repressed the sense of interest and
safety.  In this dreadful crisis, the mind of Wasnu.
ING VN, like the sun in the firmament, dissipated the
mist of popular delusion, and saved the country
from the pestilence of the French revolution. Inthe
war of unexampled cruelty and slaughter which en.
sued, he asserted the right of his country to remain
neuter ; and having taken the ground, which its
safety and independence required, he maintained it
with inflexible perseverance and unshaken firmness.

In the domestic administration, he regarded all the
great interests of the country. Agriculture, Com-
merce and the Fisheries flourished under his protec.
tion and care.

- He patronised the insitutions of literature, religion
and charity, and stamped a value upon them by his
favour and example.

In his appointments to office, he knew no party
distinctions ; but considered talents and integrity as
presenting the only claims to public confidence, and
affording the only guaranty for the able and faithful
discharge of duty. He assumed to exercise no pow-
ers of doubtful cunstruction, and sought for his offi-
cial conduct no concealment from the peopie.  Persuaded
of the justice and policy of his measures, he reposed
for their support on the correctness of the public
opinion and the integrity of the public sentiment. It
was a principle, which he held in common wiih the
whigs of the revolution, that the pesple were never in-
tentionally in the wrong.  llaving no interest distinct
from the public good, if they deviated trom the right
course, 1t was their error, and not their crime. And
it may be’aflirmed in general, that, whenever the dis.
contents of tine people become prevalent, there is
some cause of complaint ; and in a controversy be-
tween them and their rulers, the presumption at least
s 1n favour of thepeople, A contrary belief would



































































