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Windser, July 4th, 1812.
SIR,

The Committee of Arrangements in behalf of the Citizens assembled to celebrate the
birth day of AMErIcAN INDEPENDENCE, relurn you their sincere thanks for the very
able and Patriotic Oration delivered by you, and request the favor of a copy for the
Press. . -

In communicating toyou, Bir, this expression of the public sentiment, the Committee

perform a most pleasing duty, as it entirely coincides with their own.

In behalf and &t the request of the Commiltee,

with respect and esteem, I am, Sir,
Your Aumble Servant,
WILLIAM JOHONNOT:

ASA AIKENS, Esa.

July 8th, 1812.
CENTLEMEN,

Permit me to express to you, and through you to my Fellow Citizens who were present
at our Celebration of the 4th, my deep sense of the honor done me in their request for a
copy of my Oration for the Press, through the medium of your letter. ‘

Though I am sensible of many defects in the style and arrangement of that performs
ance, still, as the sentiments ave such as I am ever willing and ready to support, I com-
ply with the request, and herewith place 2 Copy at your disposal. '

I am, Gentlemen, very respect/ully,
your obedient, and humble Servant,

A. AIKENS.
Mg. WILLIAM JOHONNOT,
and others, Genllemen of the Commillee
of Arrangements.
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AN ORATION,

Delivered at W indsor, Fuly 4, 1812,

By AS4 AIKENS, Esq.

e T

Pullished at the special rcquest of the Eepublican citizens of said town.

Fathers and Fellow Citizens,

Having been invited by your commit-
tce of arrangements to participate with
you in the celebration of this day, in‘the
character of your orator, I have repaired
hither with no other regret, than what a-
rifes from a confcioust.efs of wmy own ina-
Lilitics to do juftice to the occafion on
which we are affemblcd.  But aware of
that indulgent gencrofity, fo peculiarly
charaCeriftic of republican fpirit, I come
forward with cheerfuinefs, and claim your
charity as a mantle lor my imperfections.

We have heretofore been accuftomed to
affcisble on the anniverfary of American
1ndependence, folicitous only to manifeft,
witli becoming fervor, our gratitude to
the heroes of the revolution, for thofe in.
viluable privileges, which, under God,
they have bequeathed us-—But if I behold
in the countenances of this refpeéted af-
icmbly, the charaéteriftics of American
fons, who retain the firft love of their fa-
thers, you came not here, to.day, with this
view alone.-.-But you came here, as men
folemnly imprefled with tize importance of
the deftinies which await us,---as men,
who,though the halo of peace is torn from
the cap of liberty, ftill glory in your coun-
try’scaufe, and rejoice in the name of A-
merican:

As fuch then, let us unite in the cele-
bration as our fathers united in the achiev-
mepds let us participate in this feaft of
reafomy and libate together on the altar of
our country’s good And while kueeling
at her fhrine, let us not be unmindful of
our avhole duty. .

‘The prefent, isindeed, a crifis---It is not
mow fufficientthat we adere and-burn; we
mult alfo cheri/h and preferve-

We are now commencing another war,
in vindication of thole {fovereign rights,
which our fathers bled to acquire- Are
commencing, did I fay ! It has long fince
been begun.  Dur brethren on the borders
of the wildernefs have already felt the
firoke, from the favage executors of Brit-
1k vengearnys! ‘The war-whoop has found.

ed— Not a weftern gale pafles, but what
birings to our ears, frefh inftamces of the
vitims who have perifhed : While every
tide of the Atiantic, reproaches us- with
the cry of our fellow-citizens, who
have been torn with brural violence,
from  their liberties, and  their
friends—not indeed, by an open enemy in
honorable war ; but by that lawlefs power
who has capricioufly fubftituted naval
force for maritime right, and imperioully
claims the {ole dominion of the ccean.

It becomes us, therefore, as men of can-
dour, firioufly to inveftigate the caufer of
thoie d:fficulties, which have eventuated

- in fo important a refolution—to probe the

wounds, which have been infli¢ted upon
our unational fovereignty and honor.

By going into this inquiry we fhall be
enabled the more duly to appreciate the
meafures of our own government..—-We
fhall find,that nur troubleshave not grown
out of any racical defe® in our own fyf-
tem of national policy ; but out of the af-
tonithirg revolutions, and rapid changes
of power which have lately been effected
in Europe. In fa@, we fhall find, that
our former profperity was the relult of a
happy concurrence of fortuitous circum-
ftances, (which alas! have paflfed away,
perhaps, never to return) rather than of
any cxtraoxdinary wifdom or fore.fight of
our own, :

For forme time previous to the Americ-
an revolution, there had been a balance of
power, eftablifhed and maintained with
{crupulous tenacity, between the differ-
eni nations of Xurope ; each watching
with a jealous eye, the movements of the
other, asthe beft fafeguard of its own in-
dependerice. While this ftate of affairs
continued, the feveral powers of the con-
tinent found itfor their interefl, to refpc®
the rights and privileges of the others.—
The laws of nature were accordingly a-
dapted to the exigencies of nations, and
confirmed by mutual confent.-— :

Even Kings thought it not bencath the
dignity of their crowns to adhere to the
principles of common hanefty.
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At the confummation of our Independ-
ence, a valt field was opened for commer-
cial eanterprife.

The {yltem of the armed neutrality hal
been promulgated by Ruflia, and acceed-
ed to by Denmark, Sweden, the United
Provinces, the Emperor of Germany, Por-
tuzal and the King of Naples, who at the
time of their acceflion were neutral pow-
ers--~-and atmong the Bellizerents, France
and Spain did not oppofe it .

'T'he principles of this fyftem, were in-
deed no other than thofe rules of eternal
jultice, as applicable to the intercourfe of
nations, which have for their obje&t, the
advancement of the happinels of mankind,
and an amelioration of the calamities of
war. - ‘

It declared that neutral natioms had a
right to enjoy a free trade with the ports
and roads of the belligerents,---That ncu-
tral thips miake neutral goods-.-That no
merchandizes fhould be reputed cciira-
band, which had not been declared fo,
in treaties made, at leaft with one of the
belligerents---That no place fhou'd be look-
ed upon as blockaded, except when fur-
rounded by cnemies” veflels in fuch a
manner as to render all entrance manifeitly
dangerous—And finally, that thefe princ-
ples fhould ferve as the bafis of all difcul-
fions, touching the legality of prizes-

This fyftem, it is true was never acced-
ed to by Great Britain, notwithftanding its
intrin{ic juftice and apparent advantages,
though from the number and ftrength of
the powers who had figned their deter-
mination to maintain it by force, the was
for fome time compelled to refpet its
principles.

With this profpe& before them, our
government could not miftake their true
policy-

They accordingly took their ftand on
the ground of neutrality---and while its
principles could command re{peét, we were
blefled with a profpenty unparalleled
in the hiftory of commerce-

Our oaks were precipi-ated trom their
ancient mountains to fubfeve the purpof-
es of a gainful trade—Our canvafs whiten-
ed every port, and the fymbol of our union
wantoned .on every brecze-

But the guarantee of this happy prof-
perity has proved but the creature of
an hour—The fyrtune of War has pla-
ced the whole maritime force of Europe in
the hinds of Great Britain, while the
fword of Napoleon dire@s the deltines of
the contirent.

the rights of neutralzy 3 and in the ftrug-
gle for their maintenance, America has
v ifortuaately been left alone---The tyrant
of the ocean and the tyrant of the land,
in the dirctal confliét of their angry paf-
fions, have wrefted from the other neutral
powers, not only their rights but their na-
tional exiftence---Fieets, more numcrony
than our own, have been aunibilatede--e
governments more powerful have bien
broken into fragments---and ftatefmen as
expericnced have funk under the weight of
public calamitics.

The American repuhlic in the morning
of her exitence, has found herfelf wéth.
out an 2ally---and at once the advocate, the
fupporter, and the avenger of univerfal
juftice and univerfal law.

Though there was really no 1 caufe for

_the prefent ruinous war between France

and Great Britain, the deiiierious policy of
thofe two nations and patticularly of
the latter, has turnithed a fpecial caunfe for
its continuance. It is the extinétion of
ncutral commerce-.--the building un of
their own naval fuperiority upon the ruing
of defolated nations !

Great  Britain  early dilcovered the
rifing profperity of thefe fiates.---Her jeal-
oufy kindled---her mercantile cupidity
took the alarm and fou;ht refuge in that
wily and Machiavelian policy, which has
fince manifefted itfelf in a&ts of the moft
flagrant injuftice.

Tired of the rotine of her former az-
greflions upon our comm ‘rce, and the te-
dious diplomztic difcuffi-ns which they
produced under the adlminiftration of Wath-
ington and Adims-- having by the battles
of Trafalgar and the Nile, by the fack of
Copenhagen,diffipated the maritime forces
of the continent, and' eftablifhed her own
fuperiority, fhe on the 16th of May 1806,
facrilegioufly trefpaffed upon the ancient
barrier of national law, by on illegal ex-
tention of the fyltem of blockades.

Having previoufly blockaded as many

A fatal attack has been commenced arr *

ports and places as her difpofable force -

could poffibly legzalize, the on that day
declared the whole coaft of France from
the mouth of th: river Elbe to the port
of Breft, inclufive,in a ftate of blockade,

‘This blockade had, indec¢d, a provifo- .

annexed to it----but as the faving in the -

provifo was not co-extenfive with the en-
actiny part of the order, the whole being
illegal, it was neverthelefs, a bafe irfringe~
meut of the fowercignty of cvery flate.
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